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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Chairman Bill Busbice, Jr. presiding.

Billy Broussard 
Terry Denmon 
Lee Felterman 
Henry Mouton 
Wayne Sagrera 
Jerry Stone

Secretary Dwight Landreneau was also present.

Chairman Busbice called for a motion for approval of the April 1, 
2004 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made by 
Commissioner Denmon and seconded by Commissioner Stone. The motion 
passed with no opposition.

Under Commission Special Announcements, Commissioner Denmon stated 
he provided a copy of a document entitled, "Economic Importance of 
Hunting in America" which is published by the International 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies. He stated the document 
has some very interesting statistics including the various types of 
hunting broken down by state. Commissioner Denmon then commented 
on the statistic of economic contribution per state from resident 
and non-residents hunters and how Louisiana ranked with the other 
states.

Then Chairman Busbice introduced and welcomed Representative Warren 
Triche, Representative Tom McVea, Senator James David Cain and 
Judge DeMoss to the meeting. Representative McVea, from District 
62, stated he and the other officials were there to try to convince 
the Commission to extend the squirrel season at least to the end of 
February. The proposal from staff was to close the season on 
February 6 and close archery on February 13, which would mean the 
hunters would loose two weeks of hunting. Representative McVea 
stated he realized there was a study being conducted, but asked 
that hunters be allowed to squirrel hunt until the end of February. 
He felt the extension would allow more youth to continue hunting 
which may bring more youth into the sport. The Representative 
asked the Commission to understand that dog hunters are really what 
true Louisiana sportsmen are all about. Chairman Busbice stated he 
started dog hunting for squirrels as a youth when his Dad took him 
and noted he could relate to the request for an extension. He then 
asked Mr. Tommy Prickett to explain the biology of squirrel
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hunting. Mr. Prickett stated historically squirrel season ended by 
law on January 10. Since that time, there has been no restriction 
on closing the season, now ending the first week of February. The 
Department agreed with Representative McVea but noted they get 
complaints from hunters that squirrels as well as rabbits are heavy 
with young. The study was to determine what percent of animals 
were heavy with young. The first year's data indicated a very low 
percentage did have young. Mr. Prickett felt that the request 
would not pose a problem and noted more data would be available 
within a week or so. Commissioner Denmon asked if the hunting 
rules and regulations would come up later? Chairman Busbice 
answered yes and the squirrel issue would probably be discussed at 
the next meeting. He then asked the audience how many were there 
on the squirrel issue? A show of hands indicated quite a few. 
Chairman Busbice decided to allow two people to speak on the issue.

Mr. Danny Williams stated squirrel hunting with dogs was the 
fastest growing sport in the country. He noted there is not a lot 
of squirrel hunting territory during deer season. If the season 
was extended, more areas would be available. Mr. Williams also 
noted more territory would be available if the WMAs were open for 
squirrel hunting with dogs. Another advantage to extending the 
season was that resident hunters would stay in Louisiana to hunt 
and could invite non-residents to come hunt. A third point was the 
possibility of involving youth in the sport of squirrel hunting 
with dogs. The last point Mr. Williams noted was the need to 
involve hunters in any study that may affect the extension of a 
season. He concluded stating responsible hunters would not harm 
the sport they love. ^

Commissioner Denmon asked if there was anyone opposed to the 
squirrel hunting extension? No one voiced opposition. Then he 
asked Mr. Don Puckett if the Commission could act on the issue at 
that point and then come back to the agenda item later? Mr. 
Puckett advised the Commission could act now on the squirrel issue. 
Commissioner Denmon made a motion to amend the final rule that 
would change the closing date on the squirrel season to the end of 
February. Commissioner Sagrera seconded the motion. The motion 
passed with no opposition. Chairman Busbice felt the move was good 
for the industry and the sport.

Chairman Busbice introduced Representative Mike Walsworth and asked 
if he wanted to say anything. Representative Walsworth stated they 
said it all on the squirrel issue.

Resolution and Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 2004 Spring 
Shrimp Season and Announcement of Vermilion Bay Crab Trap Closure 
Dates was handled by Mr. Marty Bourgeois. The slide presentation 
included a diagram of the shrimp life cycle diagram; annual 
Louisiana shrimp catch versus landings from 1976-2003; Louisiana 
2003 monthly landings for brown, white and seabob shrimp; annual
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Louisiana landings for brown and white shrimp over time plotted 
against the long term mean; and annual Louisiana shrimp gear 
license sales from 1976 through 2003 (current numbers are 24,800 
licenses sold). Then Mr. Bourgeois showed a series of slides 
depicting recent long term trends in hydrological conditions. 
These slides included monthly southeast Louisiana rainfall for 
2003, 2004 compared with long term; monthly Mississippi River 
discharge for 2003, 2004 compared with long term; North Barataria 
Bay monthly salinity and the deviations from 10 ppt for 2004 versus 
long term; South Barataria Bay water temperatures comparing April 
2004 with long term; April 2004 tidal range comparing predicted 
with actual ranges; brown shrimp catch per effort in 6 foot trawls 
from Barataria Bay during the April work weeks; brown shrimp mean 
size in 6 foot trawls from Barataria Bay for the April work weeks;
2003 Louisiana brown shrimp catch by the major basins; week 18,
2004 brown shrimp catch per effort from 6 foot trawl samples by 
basins; week 18, 2004 brown shrimp mean size from 6 foot trawl 
samples by basins; and a map of Louisiana's three shrimp management 
zones. The growth projected in Zone 1 plotted against the Monday's 
in May showed it would not be until May 24 that more than 50 
percent of the population are greater than 100 count per pound. In 
Zone 2, the projected size on May 17 was where at least 50 percent 
of the population would be 100 count or larger. Not until May 31 
would the majority of the shrimp be 100 count per pound in Zone 3. 
Then for a statewide basis, on May 17, 56 percent of the population 
would be at 100 count or larger size. The final slide shown was 
the predicted May tidal ranges.

Commissioner Broussard asked Mr. Bourgeois for the Department's 
recommendation. Mr. Bourgeois stated the Department based openings 
on projecting when 50 percent of the shrimp population would be at 
100 count per pound or larger. Zone 1 projections indicate May 24 
would be the first Monday to meet that criteria, but the actual 
date was May 19. However, there was evidence in that zone from the 
industry and shrimpers that they would rather open on larger 
shrimp. Mr. Bourgeois then noted the Department would not object 
to opening Zone 1 at a date later than May 24 . He then recommended 
reopening the waters of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds at the same 
time as Zone 2. In Zone 2, statute requires the shrimp season open 
no later than the third Monday in May which was May 17 this year. 
May 17 was the first Monday in May where at least 50 percent of the 
population meets the criteria. The actual cross over date was 
Friday, May 14. The Department's recommendation would be May 17, 
but would not object to a May 14 opening. Another point to 
consider if the Commission would go with a May 14 opening was the 
predicted tidal range would be very narrow which would indicate no 
substantial movement of shrimp. Mr. Bourgeois noted the Department 
would recommend reopening the outside waters between the 
Atchafalaya River Ship Channel and Freshwater Bayou Canal along 
with Zone 2. For Zone 3, the Department would recommend May 31 as 
its opening date. Chairman Busbice asked if the waters of Breton 
and Chandeleur Sound were in Zone 1 and Mr. Bourgeois answered yes.
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He added that those waters would open the same as Zone 2. 
Commissioner Felterman asked when would the rest of Zone 1 open? 
Mr. Bourgeois stated the criteria's projected date was May 24, but 
industry liked opening on larger shrimp. Chairman Busbice then 
opened the meeting for public comments.

Mr. John Brown, Zone 2, stated if a cold front passes through 
before May 17, their season would be gone. He felt the season 
should open May 10 since the shrimp were running 60-70 count. Mr. 
Brown also commented the season should open the first Monday in 
May. However, if the season was opened too late, this would hurt 
the white shrimp season.

Mr. Timmy Danos, Zone 2, stated when the cold front passed through 
this pushed the shrimp outside and the larger boats are now 
catching 60-70's. He asked for an early opening.

Mr. Gene Adams, Zone 2, suggested the staff should show the 
Commission how much shrimp was being lost the first week of May. 
He then asked that the season open on May 10.

Mr. Mike Roberts, Zone 2, stated the season should not be opened 
any later than May 10 due to the economic aspects. If you wait a 
week, this would deprive a lot of fishermen's families from a 
week's work.

Ms. Tracy Kuhns, speaking on behalf of the Louisiana Environmental 
Action Network and their affiliate the Association of Family 
Fishermen, stated shrimp in Barataria Basin system leave at the end 
of a tide cycle. But with economic conditions and historic 
happenings in the Basin, they would recommend opening on May 10.

Mr. Kenneth Alma, Zone 2, stated also that the seasons are opening 
too late. He asked that the season open 72 hours from that day.

Mr. Pete Gerica, Lake Pontchartrain Fisherman's Association, stated 
they held a meeting and wanted to allow the shrimp to grow in Zone
1. He then asked for the latest possible date, but would go along 
with Mr. Bourgeois' recommendation of May 24.

An Unidentified Speaker stated he would like to see the shrimp grow 
in Zone 2 also.

Mr. Mike Whatney stated he fishes Zone 1 and did not agree with 
opening the season on May 24. He felt Chef Pass, Rigolets Pass and 
Lake Pontchartrain should be a different zone. Mr. Whatney then 
asked that the season open on May 17.

Commissioner Stone asked Mr. Bourgeois if he could verify that Zone 
1 did lose their shrimp last year? Mr. Bourgeois stated he could 
not say with any certainty. Commissioner Stone then asked that by 
delaying the opening in Zone 1 over the last three years, has there
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been an increase in the size of shrimp? Mr. Bourgeois stated the 
individual sizes have increased, but he has never fielded any 
complaints by opening later. He added that there has been an 
extension in the season in the Mississippi Sound while other areas 
have closed which he felt created a balance to the lose with a late 
opening. Commissioner Sagrera asked if the late opening and having 
larger shrimp was offsetting what the shrimpers were losing by not 
fishing earlier? Mr. Bourgeois stated he could not answer that 
question. Commissioner Mouton asked what size would the shrimp be 
if Zone 2 opened on May 10? Mr. Bourgeois stated on May 10, 42 
percent of the shrimp would be at the 100 count per pound criteria. 
Commissioner Broussard asked if Zone 2 could be isolated by itself 
to have a May 10 opening? Mr. Bourgeois corrected his answer to 
Commissioner Mouton and stated only 37 percent would be at the 
required criteria on May 10. Commissioner Broussard asked about 
the description of Zone 2. Chairman Busbice then expressed 
appreciation to the staff for their work on this topic.

Mr. Kenneth Helmer, Zone 2, stated he would rather work on 42 
percent when the shrimp are available rather than 100 percent and 
the shrimp are gone. He added shrimpers can still make money when 
the shrimp are small. Also Mr. Helmer suggested setting a specific 
date to open the season and leave it at that. Chairman Busbice 
commented that the dates set over the past several years has 
resulted in good comments from the shrimpers. Mr. Helmer stated he 
saw for himself that shrimp from the inside waters were 60-70's.

Mr. Gene Adams stated last year all of the shrimpers wanted a 
specific date, but the season opened 7 days later than what was 
asked for. He added that when the season opened last year, the 
factories were ready to close. Mr. Adams asked what was the 
meeting about if everyone ask for May 10, but a decision was made 
to open on May 14. Three days are a lot to a commercial fisherman.

An Unidentified Speaker stated you cannot trust the historic values 
and noted the price of shrimp was declining daily. By waiting a 
week, all fishermen know that shrimp could leave overnight. Zone 
2 is traditionally a small shrimp area. The speaker again asked 
that the season be opened so they could get a pay check.

Commissioner Felterman asked if there was a dock owner attending 
the meeting and asked what was the price of shrimp? Mr. Randy 
Nunez stated the market price was 55 cents for 80-1001s . If the 
shrimp grow one size bigger, that price may go up 10 cents more per 
pound. But if you wait a week, the fishermen would loose a lot of 
money. Commissioner Stone asked if the docks had a demand for the 
100 count shrimp? Mr. Nunez stated yes, at the docks and the 
factories. The price for shrimp in the 16-20 size range is $1.90. 
Commissioner Felterman then asked what size shrimp was realistic? 
Mr. Nunez stated realistically they were seeing 60-70 count and the 
price was 75 cents.

5



An Unidentified Speaker felt the biggest problem was the size mesh 
the Department used in testing. He agreed with Mr. Nunez in that 
there is only 10 cents difference between the shrimp sizes. He 
concluded stating they need volume, not quantity.

Mr. John Roussel stated everything mentioned was important and all 
that was said was what each person believed. He brought the 
Commission again to the first slide of the presentation the life 
cycle of a shrimp. As the shrimp grow, they are redistributing 
themselves and that distribution was moving from the upper 
estuaries to the lower bays to the Gulf to complete a shrimps life 
cycle. Commissioner Broussard asked if it was a zoning issue, 
should the upper estuaries be a different zone? Mr. Roussel stated 
the Department has always believed that if lines and sanctuaries 
could be established, the season could have been opened several 
weeks back. But with the way the zones are now, the fishery 
operates everywhere. Commissioner Stone asked Mr. Roussel if there 
was an early opening, would it be detrimental to the resource. Mr. 
Roussel noted if the season opened too early, it would destroy some 
of the crop. The samples do show there are some 60-70 shrimp, but 
there were also some 100 count and 200 count. Commissioner 
Broussard asked if the season was delayed by 7 days, would there 
still be some destruction of the crop to some extent? Mr. Roussel 
answered yes, to some extent. But he noted recruitment was 
constant. The larvae of brown shrimp come in from February through 
mid-summer, but this was the peak time for the larvae. 
Commissioner Broussard asked what would be the impact of the 
fishery compared with the financial stress to the fishermen if the 
season opened 7 days earlier. He added that the comments he heard 
at the meeting were contradictory to those heard before the 
meeting. Mr. Roussel stated he could not quantify the impact. He 
added that the criteria used was developed by the Department and 
the industry over 25 years ago. But the Department has asked the 
industry a number of times if that criteria was still right and it 
has always come back to keep doing as it has been done. Chairman 
Busbice asked if it was conceivable to open on another day besides 
Monday? Mr. Roussel stated the Commission, in recent years, has 
deviated from a traditional Monday opening. The Department would 
be very hesitant to recommend a date before May 14 . Looking at the 
May tidal prediction, the difference between May 14 and May 17 was 
not significant, so the shrimp should not redistribute themselves. 
Commissioner Felterman asked how many commercial shrimp licenses 
were sold? Mr. Bourgeois stated for the 2003 year, there were 
about 24,000 licenses sold. This figure does not represent the 
number of fishermen, which was about 10,000. Mr. Roussel stated 
that last year when disaster relief money was distributed to 
fishermen with recorded, documented sales of- shrimp, that number 
was about 5,500. Commissioner Felterman appreciated the people who 
came to the meeting and voiced their opinion but the group was a 
small percentage of the fishermen. He added he wanted to do what 
was right according to the biology and try to satisfy the people. 
Commissioner Mouton asked the shrimp buyer to come forward again.
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Mr. Gene Adams stated, all the questions are being directed to the 
biologists and the answers begin with "if" - they are all 
projections. He added the shrimpers are not saying what they 
believe in, they are speaking on what they know. The season this 
year will not affect what will occur next year. Over the last two 
years, fishermen have become concerned again and are showing up at 
the meetings to speak. Mr. Adams stated he has heard a lot of the 
fishermen ask why go to the meeting when they already have their 
minds made up. The majority was speaking.

Commissioner Mouton asked Mr. Nunez if he knew what the shrimp 
prices would be if the season opened on May 10 compared to May 17? 
Mr. Nunez stated 80-100 count would get 50 cents, but if the season 
opened on May 17 and the larger shrimp are in the factories, it may 
drop those prices down to 30 cents. He added it was better to open 
earlier.

Chairman Busbice asked for a motion to set the seasons. 
Commissioner Broussard made a motion to go with the Department's 
recommendation except he wanted Zone 2 to open on May 14. 
Commissioner Sagrera seconded the motion.

Mr. Chris Hanson asked that the season open on May 10. But if the 
Commission went with May 14, would it be possible to open at 6 PM 
on May 13. The best drags are usually right at dark and just 
before daylight. This change would allow the Enforcement agents to 
go home that night instead of having to patrol the closed waters 
and the shrimpers could work.

Mr. Bourgeois asked as a point of clarification, would the Zone 2 
opening include the outside waters as well as Breton and Chandeleur 
Sounds? Commissioner Sagrera asked if that portion of Zone 1 could 
become Zone 2? Mr. Bourgeois stated it would accomplish the same 
thing. Commissioner Sagrera stated it was a little confusing to 
have part of one zone open with another zone. Commissioner Mouton 
asked what was the date for Zone 3 and Mr. Bourgeois stated it was 
May 31. Commissioner Mouton made a substitute motion to open Zone 
2 at 6 PM on May 13. There was no second to the substitute motion. 
Chairman Busbice then asked for roll call vote on the original 
motion and it passed unanimously. Mr. Bourgeois then read the 
Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. Chairman 
Busbice then asked for a motion on the Resolution. Commissioner 
Sagrera made a motion to accept the Resolution and it was seconded 
by Commissioner Stone. The motion passed with no opposition. Mr. 
Bourgeois announced that with the opening of shrimp season in Zone 
2 on May 14, the crab trap removal program would also open that day 
and last for nine days closing on May 22 at 6 AM.

Mr. Gene Adams asked why was there a need for every commercial 
fisherman to appear before the meeting to get what they wanted when 
only 12 people wanting an extension in the squirrel season got what 
they wanted? Chairman Busbice explained there has been an on-going
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squirrel study the Commission has followed and just because all of 
the fishermen were not at the meeting was not the reason why the 
Commission did not agree with the fishermen. \

{The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency are made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
2004 Spring Shrimp Season Opening 

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

May 6, 2004

WHEREAS, the traditional management criteria used by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in recommending the 
opening dates for the spring shrimp season in inside 
waters are based on the population of brown shrimp in 
each shrimp management zone reaching such a size that 50% 
or more of the brown shrimp are 100 count per pound or 
larger, and

WHEREAS, current biological data project that 50% of the 2004 
brown shrimp population in inside waters will meet the 
100 count per pound management criteria in Shrimp 
Management Zone 1 by May 19, 2004, in Shrimp Management 
Zone 2 by May 14, 2004 and in Shrimp Management Zone 3 by 
May 29, 2004, and

WHEREAS, on January 12, 2004 the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
had closed to shrimping that portion of the State's 
Outside Waters south of the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as 
described in R.S. 56:495, from the Atchafalaya River Ship 
Channel at Eugene Island as delineated by the River
Channel Buoy Line to the eastern shore of Freshwater
Bayou Canal at longitude 92° 181 33" W.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission hereby opens the spring shrimp season in
inside waters in Shrimp Management Zone 1 at 6 a.m. May 
24, 2004, except the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur 
Sounds as described in the menhaden rule (LAC 
76:VII.307D)which shall open at 6 a.m. May 14, 2004, in 
Zone 2 and that portion of the State's Outside Waters 
south of the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as described in 
R.S. 56:495 from the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel at 
Eugene Island as delineated by the River Channel Buoy 
Line to the eastern shore of Freshwater Bayou at 6 a.m. 
May 14, 2004 and in Zone 3 at 6 a.m. May 31, 2004.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
hereby authorizes the Secretary of the Department of
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Wildlife and Fisheries to close any portion of 
Louisiana's inside waters to protect small white shrimp 
if biological and technical data indicate the need to do 
so, or enforcement problems develop.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 2004 
Spring Shrimp Season in Louisiana state waters is 
attached to and made part of this resolution.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman Dwight Landreneau, Secretary 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Dept, of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows 
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures 
to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open 
seasons each year for all or part of inside waters and shall have 
the authority to open or close outside waters, the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission does hereby set the 2004 Spring Shrimp Season 
in Louisiana state waters to open as follows:

Shrimp Management Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inside 
waters from the Mississippi State line to the eastern shore of 
South Pass of the Mississippi River, to open at 6 a.m. May 24, 
2004, except the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds as 
described in the menhaden rule (LAC 76:VII.307D) which shall open 
at 6 a.m. May 14, 2004, and

Shrimp Management Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inside 
waters from the eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi 
River westward to the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest 
Pass at Marsh Island, as well as that portion of the State's 
Outside Waters south of the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as described 
in R.S. 56:495 from the Atchafalaya River Channel at Eugene Island 
as delineated by the River Channel Buoy Line to Freshwater Bayou 
Canal at longitude 92° 18' 33" W, all to open at 6 a.m. May 14,
2004, and

Shrimp Management Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inside 
waters from the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass 
at Marsh Island westward to the Texas State Line, to open at 6 a.m. 
May 31, 2 0 04 .
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The Commission also hereby grants authority to the Secretary 
of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to close any portion of 
the State's inside waters to protect small white shrimp if 
biological and technical data indicates the need to do so, or 
enforcement problems develop.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman

Presentation from Great Lodge on Point of Sale System began with 
Commissioner Henry Mouton stating he has received lots of concerns 
and phone calls on the system. He added he talked with Mrs. Janis 
Landry about repeated problems down in Grand Isle. Now with the 
new fishing and hunting license year coming up July 1, he did not 
want to encounter the same problems experienced last Labor Day. 
Commissioner Mouton felt the new system did not work as well as the 
previous system. Mr. Dan Cook, President of Great Lodge introduced 
himself and Mr. Isaac Rogers, Head of License Vendor Services 
Group. Commissioner Felterman stated everyone knew what the 
problem was, but wanted to know what was going to be done about it. 
Mr. Cook suggested logging online, pretend to be a vendor and let 
the system speak for itself. He then asked Chairman Busbice for 
his some information, it was verified, the types of license wanted 
was obtained and then the license was to be printed. Mr. Cook 
stated the time frame from when the contract was awarded to the 
implementation of the entire system at 750 retailers was 
accomplished in 75 days. He felt it was ill advised to introduce 
the system on September 1, but that was how it worked. The new 
system was very easy to understand once they began to use it and it 
came with an on-line training system. The first few months were 
very painful from a learning curve standpoint. They tracked all of 
the calls going into the call center at the beginning 24 hours a 
day, 7 days per week. Now the calls being received were for a 
forgotten password or having a line crossed or something that could 
be resolved very quickly. Commissioner Stone asked about speed 
factor. Mr. Cook stated there were several factors to speed. They 
were data entry and telecommunications. If a vendor has a dial-up 
connection, you would notice a few seconds between screens, but it 
should not be any longer than that. Commissioner Stone asked if 
there were any choke .points along the system? Mr. Cook answered 
no. The majority of the time involved obtaining information from 
the customer and entering into the system. Mr. Cook explained how 
the system for a vendor in a certain area can be configured for 
that constituency. It was mentioned that the Department may be 
losing license money, but Mr. Cook felt that may not be true. In 
September 2003, there were more licenses sold than in the previous 
year. The systems uptime has been 99.99 percent of the time. 
Another plus to the system was its responsive, it can change for 
the vendors need at any time. Another question addressed by Mr. 
Cook was on where is the system going? He felt the pain of 
September and October was gone, fine tuning was being done now.
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All of the calls to the Service Center were being monitored and it 
was noted calls to the support center was very low. Mr. Cook 
volunteered personally to go to any vendor in the State. He felt 
the system could take the agency wherever it needed to go. Mr. 
Cook thanked and praised the License Office within the Department 
for their patience, thoughtfulness and help in building such a 
superior system. Commissioner Mouton asked if all of the 
deficiencies addressed in a letter to Great Lodge dated January 9 
have been cleared up? Mr. Cook answered yes, but there were a few 
that required a start up date. Commissioner Mouton then asked Mr. 
Cook to go over the letter and state whether each issue has or has 
not been resolved. He explained how in several stores he has 
visited, the screens did not show up as fast as they did in the 
demonstration. Mr. Cook stated they have dealt extensively with 
the vendors in Grand Isle. With reference to the time to enter an 
extensive amount of information, the system did not identify the 
person as an existing Department customer. If a non-resident 
customer does come in to a Grand Isle store to buy a license, the 
Department's regulations require a certain amount of information be 
obtained. Commissioner Mouton asked Mr. Cook if he would have 
people in Louisiana for the July 4 holiday weekend. Mr. Cook 
assured the Commissioner they had their eyes targeted on busy 
weekends. Commissioner Stone stated the data entry was the biggest 
problem. He then asked if there was a program to help with the 
data entry problem? Mr. Cook stated the data entry could be solved 
by finding the existing customer in the data base. Commissioner 
Stone asked if it was mandated by law to collect all of that 
information. Mrs. Janis Landry stated all of the information 
collected was not mandated by law, but if a license was issued 
without the information, you could not identify the holder. 
Commissioner Broussard asked Mrs. Landry if a license holder was 
required to have a picture ID and he was told no. Commissioner 
Stone felt the system should be as user-friendly as possible. Mr. 
Cook commented the information collected was consistent with what 
other states require. Mrs. Landry added that all of the 
information collected was required in the past. Commissioner 
Mouton asked if a person has a drivers license and the information 
was entered correctly, then the system would prefill that 
information. Mr. Cook stated yes., to which Commissioner Mouton 
stated that was the problem he was seeing in that the people were 
still having to fill out the information. Chairman Busbice asked 
Commissioner Broussard if he has a machine in his business. 
Commissioner Broussard stated the original system had the magnetic 
reader on it and it worked about 75 percent of the time. A month 
before the switch, an upgrade was made. Then along came a new 
system that they had to learn. He did admit that Great Lodge has 
jumped by leaps and bounds to improve the system. The biggest 
problem was not being able to hook-up on the first try and instead 
of providing a service, the customer left upset. The key in the 
future would be a magnetic reader. Commissioner Broussard then 
asked to be more involved in the contract process in the future. 
Mr. Cook expressed appreciation to Commissioner Broussard for his
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comments. Chairman Busbice felt the system has improved, but he 
requested Great Lodge continue to listen to the vendors so it could 
be,the best. .

Discussion of Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington Regarding 
Aquaculture began with Chairman Bill Busbice asking Mr. John 
Roussel to come forward and answer questions on the bill. Mr. 
Roussel began providing background information. Last year an 
aquaculture bill was passed in both the House and Senate, but it 
was vetoed by Governor Foster primarily due to constitutional roles 
of the Commission over "aquatic life". After that an Aquaculture 
Council was established and was charged with looking at what the 
industry's needs are, trying to identify the impediments for the 
industry and potential solutions. The Council met a number of 
times and some legislative drafts were discussed, but the Council 
did not make a final decision to support an instrument. This 
session another bill has been filed which was basically identical 
to that passed last year. The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
took the bill and did what was thought to make it constitutional 
and filed a separate bill. The Department's bill has yet to move 
through the process. The original bill, however, has been going 
forward. Mr. Roussel stated the Department has been trying to 
incorporate amendments to the original bill. Senate Bill 559, all 
through the process. Senate Bill 559 has passed all the way 
through the Senate and was now going to the House Agriculture 
Committee. He then noted the bill has been changed throughout the 
process, which meant the Department's proposed amendments had to be 
changed since it was not the original bill. The Department feels 
there are still some constitutional issues with the current bill. 
One issue for it to remain constitutional was that the Commission 
needs to have a strong say in what can or cannot be grown and under 
what conditions. The bill contains this role for the Commission, 
but there was also language which can circumvent the Commission 
under certain scenarios. Commissioner Mouton stated he has read 
through the bill and asked Enforcement if the Department's agents 
would be excluded from enforcing fish and game laws. Mr. Roussel 
explained a specific scenario in which the Commission would 
promulgate a rule. If a specie was grown a certain way, it was no 
longer a wild fish or "aquatic life", it was now "aquatic 
livestock" . Then it was sent to the Department of Agriculture and 
they could make additional regulations for it as aquatic livestock. 
All through this process, the Department would maintain its 
authority to enforce its rules and if a violation occurred, then 
that specie was under this Department's jurisdiction. One thing in 
the bill was joint inspection which the Department did not feel was 
acceptable. Mr. Roussel felt the bill created more bureaucracy 
above what was in place now. Commissioner Stone asked what can be 
done to stop the bill. Mr. Roussel noted the Constitution says 
fish, wildlife and other aquatic life falls under the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the Commission. • It also states that all 
agriculture and livestock was under the exclusive jurisdiction of
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the Department of Agriculture. Then there comes the question of 
when does a specie become aquatic life versus when does it become 
aquatic livestock. Commissioner Stone asked about the definition 
of aquatic livestock. Mr. Roussel stated the Legislature can 
define it any way, but he added that the Department's position has 
been that the Commission should make the definition. Mr. Roussel 
then read the definition of aquatic livestock and other key 
information from the bill. If the Commission was presented with a 
recommendation from the Council and 90 days lapses without taking 
action, then action could be taken by the Commissioner of 
Agriculture. Chairman Busbice asked what would happen if the 
Commission said no to a recommendation. Mr. Roussel read that if 
the Commission said no, the rejection would be reviewed by the 
Commissioner of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries and they could revise the recommendation and 
resubmit it to the Commission. Under an amendment not in the bill 
supported by the Department, if the Commission rejected the 
proposal a second or third time, it could be subject to review by 
the 19th Judicial District Court. Mr. Roussel added that this was 
a complex issue. Commissioner Stone asked if a Resolution should 
be drafted to state the Commission's opposition? Mr. Roussel 
stated the Legislature has its own process by which there was 
plenty of opportunity for input. He felt the Commission could 
express its own wishes or thoughts to the Legislature, but could 
not guess whether it would have any impact. Commissioner Stone 
asked the other members how they felt. Commissioner Mouton agreed 
a Resolution should be developed opposing the bill and would 
represent the Commission when it went before the House Agriculture 
Committee. Chairman Busbice felt the Commission had a 
constitutional responsibility and to change that in midstream was 
not right. He agreed with Commissioners Stone and Mouton that 
something needed to be done. Commissioner Mouton asked if the 
Legal Section could draft a Resolution for the Commission to vote 
on. Mr. Fred Whitrock stated the general specifics could be given 
to the Department, then a resolution could be drafted and have it 
submitted. Discussion at this point was on how to amend the agenda 
to make the item an action item. Commissioner Mouton made a motion 
to amend the agenda to act on item 6 of the May 6, 2004 Meeting to 
submit opposition to Senate Bill 559 based on the concerns of 
constitutionality and resource. Commissioner Stone seconded the 
motion. The motion passed with no opposition. Now Commissioner 
Mouton made a motion that the Commission oppose Senate Bill 559 by 
Senator Ellington based on constitutionality of it and concern of 
the resources. Commissioner Stone again seconded the motion and it 
passed with no opposition.

Commissioner Wayne Sagrera asked the Department to make their 
presentation on a Notice of Intent - Suspension of Collection of 
Portion of Alligator Tag Fee before going further. Mr. Noel Kinler 
reminded the Commission they received a packet of information on 
the Alligator Program. His presentation at the meeting was on the
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key points of the packet, the production levels and overview of 
funding issues. The Louisiana Alligator Management Program 
consists of management of the wild alligator resource, an extensive 
farm and ranching program, research and monitoring tasks and a 
statewide nuisance control program. The first slide included 
information on wild alligator seasons in Louisiana with 1972 being 
the first year the season was reopened in one parish through 2003 
which has a statewide season. Louisiana has been recognized for 
its crocodilian management programs throughout the world. There 
have been various groups that did not want to see management nor 
harvest of alligators which the Department has fought. In 1978, 
the season was closed when the world developed a treaty called 
CITES (Convention on International Trade and Endangered Species) 
which set criteria for harvesting alligators and other endangered 
species. In 1979, the season was opened for nine parishes and then 
statewide in 1981. Now there are over. 170 countries that meet 
every three years to produce new requirements for trading 
endangered species. Mr. Kinler noted CITES was administered 
through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Office of Scientific 
Authority and Office of Management Authority. The Department has 
to provide detailed information on the program annually so it can 
certify there will be no detriment to the alligator population. 
Without the Service's approval, no export of meat, skins or parts 
could occur which would cripple the market. Within the Department, 
Title 56 and Title 76 gives the authority to manage the wild and 
ranch programs. The three components include the Enforcement 
Division, which enforces the regulations; Fur & Refuge Division, 
which manages the program; and the Fur & Alligator Council, which 
was geared toward marketing, education and overall comprehensive 
program development. The Louisiana coastal marsh alligator nest 
survey has provided the basis from which the criteria was used to 
harvest wild alligators and eggs. A slide of the nest production 
from 1970 through 2003 showed it has grown to an average of 30,000 
to 35,000. Since 1979, the annual wild harvest was 16,000 and this 
number has escalated to an average of 32,000 to 35,000 alligators 
at 7 foot in length over the last five years. The slide on the 
value of the harvested alligators reached peaks in 1988 and 1989 
averaging $55 per foot and right now the estimated values ranged 
between $12 and $13 per foot. In the mid-1980's a program was 
developed to allow the collection of alligator eggs from the wild 
and they are brought into captivity and then into a farming 
situation. The farm program now permits about 640,000 eggs for 
collection each year. In conjunction with that program, an 
alligator farm-released program was developed which releases 4 foot 
alligators grown from eggs back into the wild. An average 40,000 
alligators have been put back over the last several years. The 
number of alligator farms peaked in the early 1990's with 130 farms 
and has consolidated to about 62 now. The Louisiana farms produced 
240,000 alligators in 2002. The sale of the farm raised meat in 
2003 was valued at $24 million. Next, Mr. Kinler talked on the 
history of funding and development of the alligator program. 
During the early years of the program, funding came from
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Rockefeller Refuge. All of the research and personnel were at 
Rockefeller Refuge and was paid by the Refuge's mineral royalties. 
In the development of the farming industry, the Department provided 
hatchlings to farms to establish breeding stock but this did not 
pan out, so the wild alligator egg collection program was 
initiated. As the industry developed, Rockefeller income 
diminished, so staff had to look for other sources to fund the 
program. In 1988, a $2 tag fee was established and was collected 
from the farmers and hunters when tags were issued. In 1989, that 
fee went to $4 . Severe budget restraints were experienced at this 
time and this necessitated the need for the $4 tag fee. The 
industry was concerned with the control and spending of .the tag 
fee, so the Alligator Resource Fund was created. Mr. Kinler then 
talked about the enabling legislation that explained the different 
areas in which the money could be spent. The income streams from 
the hide tag fees, severance tax, interest income from the fund, 
and shipping label fees as well as other alligator related fees. 
Current staff, paid by the fund, includes primarily 5 biologists, 
1 Wildlife Technician Supervisor, 3 Wildlife Technicians, 1 
Clerical, a part-time biologist and a part-time clerical. Table 1 
from the handout showed actual expenditures from the Fund since 
1997. Substantial increases in management and salary and related 
benefits have occurred since 1997. The next slide from the handout 
was of Table 2 which showed the income generated at various tag fee 
levels. At the current $2 level, Mr. Kinler noted the expenditures 
for the program were above the current income. When the $2 fee was 
adopted, there was a balance of $2.5 million in the fund. After 
one fiscal year, there was a drop in the balance by about $400,000. 
At the time the $2 tag fee was due to expire, the balance could be 
around $1.5 - $1.6 million. In managing the resource, there are 
plenty of critical issues that need to be assessed so the 
Department can plan for future harvest of the resource. With the 
lost of land along the coast, the impacts are and will affect 
habitat quality as it relates to alligator populations. Another 
critical issue was pix skin disease which was currently being 
studied with the LSU Vet School and the Florida Vet School. West 
Nile Virus was a new issue to be looked at which impacted several 
thousand farmed alligators last year. International issues as it 
relates to CITES regulations are critical for the success of the 
program. Also Mr. Kinler felt the program should provide 
additional assistance to landowners and farmers on managing the 
property, following up on the release program, developing a more 
detailed wild harvest quota system, continue with the detailed 
assessment of habitat quality, continue with a variety of research 
activities particularly on the farm side, continue with the 
education process, and continue international representation at 
CITES. Since 1970, 634,000 wild alligators have been harvested, 
4.3 million eggs have been collected, 2.1 million farmed alligators 
have been harvested and the release of over 500,000 alligators from 
the farm program. The total program figure for 2003 was about $30 
million with an impact well over $50 million.
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Chairman Busbice stated this issue was controversial and needed to 
be worked out with all sides involved. Commissioner Denmon asked 
what would the tag fee have to be in order to break even and 
maintain the $1.5 million level in the fund. Mr. Kinler stated 
expenditures range from $800,000 to $900,000 with an additional 
$200,000 from other projects maintained by the Fur & Alligator 
Advisory Council. Commissioner Denmon then asked what tag fee 
would be required to collect that revenue. If the tag fee was $4, 
$1.1 million would be generated, but at $3, only $894,000 would be 
generated. Commissioner Felterman felt the diseases were becoming 
more and more of a problem and asked if the research was adequate, 
or was more money needed. Mr. Kinler stated there are three 
contracts geared at finding the cause for pix skin disease. Last 
year about $75,000 was spent on the disease and there was a need to 
be prepared to address future problems. Commissioner Felterman 
asked if it was a fair statement to say that more money should be 
directed toward research, and Mr. Kinler answered yes. Chairman 
Busbice asked Mr. Kinler if he had a recommendation for the 
Commission. Mr. Phil Bowman restated that at the current $2 level, 
the funds collected were not sufficient to maintain the program. 
He added that the Department wanted to maintain a specific level, 
which was $1.5 million, in that fund to help in the event of a 
disaster or additional diseases. If the tag fee was left at $2, 
the program would be managed, but the balance would drop to $0 
within three years. If the tag fee was set at $3, the program 
could keep going for a longer period of time. But Mr. Bowman 
reemphasized that between $3 and $4 was the break even point for 
the management program. Commissioner Sagrera asked if the 
Department could provide the same services with a $3 tag fee? Mr. 
Bowman stated it could be done, but the fund would be affected. 
Commissioner Sagrera stated, as farmers, they need some reserve 
themselves with the disease problems that are occurring and the 
possibility of other financial hardships. Mr. Bowman stated that 
salaries and related benefits were "hard coded" prior to 2001 and 
staff felt this would not pass through an audit. During 2001-02, 
the Fur and Refuge Division instituted a time keeping reporting 
system which more accurately reflected the amount of time that 
could be charged to the alligator program. Also there was a big 
problem in keeping employees on the release team. In order to 
maintain a good quality staff, premium pay was allowed for those 
team employees. Another increase in salaries came from the hiring 
of two part-time employees for 6 months during the release season. 
The related benefits figure has spiraled 175 percent between 1997 
and 2003. Commissioner Sagrera commended the Department in the 
tremendous job they were doing in all areas of the program. 
Commissioner Felterman asked if no action was taken, would the tag 
fee go back to $4. Mr. Bowman answered that if the Commission took 
no action, the tag fee would go to $4 on September 20. Next came 
public comments.

Mr. Sam Smith, President, Trappers and Alligator Hunting 
Association and member of Fur & Alligator Advisory Council, stated
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they have been fiscally responsible in handling their business, but 
the reduction has caused a lose in funds. He reminded the 
Commission that good was done through education in the market place 
and public and through research.

Mr. Charles Pettefer, a trapper, stated the alligator industry was 
very big and to reduce the tag fee would be very dangerous. He 
asked why reduce the fee when everything else was increasing. Mr. 
Pettefer suggested having the money to fall back on instead of 
having to ask for it in the future. Commissioner Sagrera stated 
the farmers in 2003 contributed 88 percent of the tag fee funds. 
He added that if the farms closed now, that would only leave the 
trapping industry to maintain the program. Commissioner Sagrera 
suggested the industry needed to work together and come back to the 
Commission unified. Mr. Pettefer stated the trapping industry was 
not too far from going under.

Mr. Ted Joanen stated he was representing Sweet Lake Land and Oil, 
a land company in southwest Louisiana, and noted he was a former 
employee of the Department at Rockefeller Refuge mainly in the 
alligator program. He stated he was in favor of the $4 tag fee. 
He felt the fee was necessary to defray the cost of the program for 
the Division and Department. He agreed with Mr. Bowman in that the 
break even fee was $4. Mr. Joanen stated Louisiana was a success 
story and noted this state was the biggest producer of skins in the 
world. From an LSU study, the total economic impact to the State 
was approximately $54 million. He concluded noting that income 
from the $4 tag fee could be used on new research projects.

Mr. Johnny Price, a wild alligator hunter, stated he and several 
other wild alligator hunters agreed with the $4 tag fee and wanted 
to see the program stay as it is. He did not think it was good to 
cut programs.
Mr. Rudy Sparks, Louisiana Alligator Marketing Cooperative, which 
represented several large landowners in south Louisiana that 
combined equals about one million acres of alligator habitat. He 
stated this was a very vital issue and was one of the major 
renewable resources on their properties. Mr. Sparks reminded the 
Commission they came two years ago and asked that the tag fee stay 
at $4. They knew at that time about the pix disease and knew there 
would be some serious issues on the farms. They accepted the 
change to reduce the fee to $2, but to come back and want to reduce 
the fund even more was very concerning and troubling. The $4 tag 
fee was a break even point. If additional problems arise, what was 
the industry to do, asked Mr. Sparks. To have to come back and ask 
for the additional money was not the way to manage a multi-million 
dollar industry. Louisiana pioneered a program that many countries 
have modeled and to begin to compromise it was very concerning to 
Mr. Sparks. He then asked the Commission to allow the tag fee to 
go back to $4 beginning September 20.
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Chairman Busbice reminded the Commissioners that if no action was 
taken the fee would revert back to $4 in September, but if a 
resolution was passed, they could set the fee at a certain level. 
Commissioner Sagrera asked Mr. Bowman if the Department could 
provide the current level of service for the next two years if the 
tag fee was $3. Mr. Bowman stated yes. Commissioner Sagrera then 
asked if he was correct in that when the fee was initiated, it was 
not to create a surplus, but if there was a surplus, it could be 
used for certain activities. Mr. Bowman stated that was correct. 
Commissioner Sagrera then made a motion to suspend the tag fee by 
$1 for the next two years. Commissioner Mouton seconded the 
motion. Commissioner Sagrera then read the Therefore Be It 
Resolved portion of the Resolution as requested by Mr. Bowman. 
Commissioner Felterman asked if Commissioner Sagrera had a conflict 
of interest in voting on the issue? Commissioner Sagrera answered 
this issue was brought before the Ethics Commission and as long as 
it did not benefit him as an individual but benef itted the 
industry, then it was not an ethics violation. Hearing no further 
comments, the motion passed with opposition from Commissioners 
Felterman, Denmon and Stone. Then Commissioner Sagrera made a 
motion for the Department to facilitate a meeting with all of the 
industry so everyone could become united. Commissioner Mouton 
seconded the motion. Chairman Busbice asked if the meeting should 
include farmers, trappers, landowners and Council. Commissioner 
Sagrera answered it should include all aspects of the industry. 
Commissioner Denmon stated he agreed with the intent of the motion, 
but felt there was no need for a formal motion. Mr. Bowman stated, 
as soon as the Legislature adjoins, the Department would get with 
all of the people involved and have a thorough discussion on this 
issue as well as others. No action was taken on the motion.

(The full text of the Resolution is 
made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

Suspension of a Portion of the Alligator Hide Tag Fee
adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
May 6, 2004

WHEREAS R.S. 56:279(A) established the Alligator Resource Fund 
recognizing that the Louisiana alligator industry is a 
vital aspect of Louisiana's economic base, that one state 
agency, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has 
provided the impetus for inception and development of the 
total alligator conservation program, and

WHEREAS R.S. 56:279(A) further recognized the urgent need to 
support the alligator industry with a comprehensive 
research and development program and recognizing the need
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to .staff and fund the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries with adequate personnel in order to service 
this industry's needs, and

WHEREAS R.S. 56:279(B) specified the goals of the Alligator 
Resource Fund, and provided specific requirements 
regarding the income and expenditures from the Alligator 
Resource Fund, and

WHEREAS R.S. 56:266 established The Louisiana Fur and Alligator 
Advisory Council providing that the Council shall be 
responsible for reviewing and approving recommended 
procedures, programs and contracts to be funded from the 
Louisiana Alligator Resource Fund, and

WHEREAS R.S. 56 :253C (2) (a) established the alligator hide tag fee 
shall be no more than four dollars for each raw alligator 
skin to be shipped, used for taxidermy, or tanned, and

WHEREAS in September 2002, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
suspended $2.00 of the $4.00 tag fee for a period of 2 
years or until such time this Commission takes further 
action, whichever occurs first, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby suspend $1.00 of the $4.00 alligator hide tag 
fee for two years or until this Commission takes further 
action, whichever occurs first,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby authorize the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to take any actions necessary, on 
the Commission's behalf, to develop a Declaration of 
Emergency, Notice of Intent, Fiscal and Economic Impact 
Statement, and Final Rule to comply with this resolution.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman Dwight Landreneau, Secretary 
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries
Public Comments - 2004-05 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA Hunting 
Rules & Regulations was handled by Mr. Jimmy Anthony. He began 
stating there have not been a lot of comments received on hunting 
seasons, but the most contentious still was the two buck limit. He 
did offer four changes for the Commission's consideration. The 
first was to change the deer hunting dates in Area 6 and the 
recommendation was to flip flop the first muzzleloader season with 
the still season. The still season would start November 20 and run 
through December 5 and the first muzzleloader season would go from 
December 6 through December 10. The second recommendation, which
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was discussed at the April Meeting, was to move the eastern part of 
Area 8 back into Area 2. After staff looked at the request, they 
were satisfied that the majority of the hunters in that area wanted 
the change. Next recommendation was on a problem with the 
Coastwide Nutria Control Program and the recreational shooting of 
nutria. The coastwide program is south of I-10 and 1-12 and there 
have been a lot of activity . occurring above the zone. The 
Department does not have a mechanism to control that activity, so 
it has been advised to tighten the language. The recommendation 
was to have a 5 daily bag limit, hunters must remove the nutria 
intact, hunters cannot be in possession of any detached nutria 
parts and they are not allowed to sell any part of the nutria. 
Commissioner Stone stated the hunters would have to detach the tail 
at some point. Mr. Anthony stated this recommendation was outside 
of the control area and the area south of I-10 was a sign-up 
program. Chairman Busbice asked if the recommendation would impede 
the nutria removal program and Mr. Anthony answered no. The last 
recommendation was to include the Sherburne WMA and those private 
lands enclosed within Sherburne in the 6 point tri-parish rule. 
Staff wanted to see how a restriction such as this would affect a 
WMA. Commissioner Mouton asked if a motion was needed for each 
item. Mr. Anthony stated it could be done together or separate. 
He added that the squirrel season extension discussed earlier in 
the meeting needed to be voted on again. Commissioner Mouton 
stated he has received calls from rabbit hunters in Area 6 that 
wanted the rabbit season to go until March 10 or March 15 and asked 
what the Department felt. Mr. Anthony stated they really could not 
answer it, but noted complaints are being received from hunters 
that are taking pregnant females toward the end of February. He 
suggested looking into the issue before offering a change. 
Commissioner Denmon asked when does rabbit season end now and 
Chairman Busbice responded stating at the end of February. Mr. 
Bowman stated the Department was recommending all of the changes, 
but noted he has received several calls on the move of that portion 
of Area 8 back into Area 2 from hunters who already had their 
vacations scheduled. He informed the Commission staff was going to 
develop a series of opening dates for seasons and have them 
constant for a three to five year period. Chairman Busbice asked 
if the Area 8 season was longer than Area 2? Mr. Bowman stated it 
was an earlier season. Chairman Busbice asked for public comments 
and none were heard. He then suggested Mr. Anthony read the 
changes again. Mr. Anthony noted again the first change was to 
flip flop the muzzleloader and still season in Area 6, move the 
eastern portion of Area 8 into Area 2, include the nutria hunting 
regulations changes, include Sherburne WMA in the 6 point rule, 
extend squirrel season to February 28 and buck limit. Commissioner 
Denmon made a motion to modify the Notice of Intent in accordance 
with the first five items, excluding the two buck limit. 
Commissioner Broussard seconded the motion and it passed with no 
opposition.

20



Chairman Busbice asked if the Commission wanted to amend the buck 
limits? Commissioner Mouton made a motion to amend the Notice of 
Intent to allow 6 deer with no two buck limit, which would be the 
same as last year. Commissioner Broussard seconded the motion. 
Commissioner Denmon stated he wanted to speak against the motion. 
Data shows that about 85 percent of hunters in the United States 
and Louisiana are in favor of quality deer management. He realized 
that a lot of public comment was received on this topic, but 
thought the Commission was moving toward quality deer management by 
making the deer limit change. Commissioner Sagrera felt the two 
buck limit was an unenforceable regulation, but agreed there was a 
need to move into some direction. Commissioner Denmon stated, the 
two buck limit may be unenforceable, but added that all rules are 
unenforceable. He felt the majority of the sportsmen would want 
the Commission to take a step in the direction of quality deer 
management. Commissioner Denmon noted it was better to do 
something than to do nothing. Chairman Busbice stated he has 
gotten a lot of calls opposing the change. Commissioner Stone 
reminded Commissioner Denmon that Mr. Dave Moreland stated the deer 
herd was not sick, that the numbers were not decreasing and that 
the browse was still good. Commissioner Denmon responded by saying 
"do you want quality deer or quantity deer?" Commissioner Stone 
stated he wanted his grandchild to be able to kill a nice deer 
whether he has two points or fifteen. Chairman Busbice asked for 
public comments.

Mr. Casey Dufour, a hunter from Avoyelles Parish, stated his club 
has practiced quality deer management for the last several years. 
He noted they were just seeing the benefits of their efforts. He 
encouraged the Commission to oppose the motion.

Mr. Phil Bowman restated that this meeting would be the last time 
the Commission could change the deer limit. Commissioner Stone 
stated if there was going to be a change to two bucks, then there 
was a need for a tagging system that would help enforce the 
proposal. Chairman Busbice stated the motion was to go back to six 
deer. Mr. Bowman stated the original proposal was to limit a 
hunter to two antlered bucks per season per person. Now there was 
a motion to put the limit back to the way it was last year, with a 
6 deer limit. This proposal was part of the permanent rule and if 
the motion passed, there could be no further discussion on it at 
the June or July meetings.

Commissioner Felterman agreed with Commissioner Denmon and offered 
a substitute motion to go with a six deer limit but only three can 
be bucks. Commissioner Denmon seconded the motion. The motion on 
the substitute motion failed with opposition from Chairman Busbice 
and Commissioners Broussard, Sagrera, Stone and Mouton. Going back 
to the original motion by Commissioner Mouton and seconded by 
Commissioner Broussard, the motion passed with opposition from 
Commissioners Felterman and Denmon.
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Chairman Bill Busbice asked if anyone from the Wildlife Federation 
was at the meeting for the Discussion of Mandatory Deer and Turkey 
Harvest Record System. Seeing no one, Mr. Bowman reported there 
was a bill by Representative Townsend going through the Legislature 
now to enact a report card system for deer and turkeys. The actual 
rules and regulations would be developed by the Commission. 
Chairman Busbice asked if the bill was still pending? Mr. Bowman 
stated it has passed the House Committee and was waiting to be 
heard on the House Floor.

Discussion of Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) Rules and 
Regulations began with Chairman Bill Busbice asking if there were 
options to modify the DMAP program and then asked Mr. Bowman to 
bring the Commission up to date. But first he stated the program 
was working quite fine. Mr. Bowman stated staff has had 
discussions on how other states DMAP systems work. The states of 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina apply their program 
differently than Louisiana. One difference was the DMAP tags 
allows a hunter to exceed the limit on antlerless deer. In the 
state of Mississippi, there was a proposal where DMAP hunters do 
not have to abide by the daily or season limits on antlerless deer. 
All of this allows property owners more flexibility in managing 
their properties and controlling their deer herds. Mr. Bowman 
looked forward to additional discussions on this topic. Chairman 
Busbice expressed appreciation on the update and hoped to have 
something by the next meeting after Wildlife meets with 
Enforcement. One situation a change could help was if a landowner 
had too many deer and not enough hunters, then more deer could be 
harvested. Mr. Bowman assured the Commission that if a change did 
occur, it would be devised in a way that could be enforced.

A Notice of Intent - Nuisance Control Operator Permit Rules and 
Regulations was presented by Mr. Jimmy Ernst. He stated the 
proposed Resolution and Notice of Intent would establish rules for 
the Nuisance Wildlife Control Operator Permit. This permit was 
established in 1986, but no rules were ever developed. Chairman 
Busbice asked for a brief explanation of the program. Mr. Ernst 
stated this program was to control commercial nuisance animals, 
which included the species the Department regulates. Chairman 
Busbice asked if beaver would fall in this program. Commissioner 
Felterman stated his area has a severe beaver problem and felt this 
program would help take care of that problem. Mr. Ernst read a 
portion of the rule that would allow a landowner or his designee to 
remove beaver from their property without a special permit. 
Chairman Busbice then asked Mr. Ernst to read the Therefore Be It 
Resolved portion of the Resolution. Hearing no comments, 
Commissioner Sagrera made a motion to accept the Resolution. 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion and it passed with no 
opposition.
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(The full text of the Resolution and 
Notice of Intent are made a part of 
the record.)

RESOLUTION
Rules and Regulations - Nuisance Wildlife 

Control Operator Program 
adopted by the

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
May 6, 2004

WHEREAS, a variety of wildlife species in urban and suburban areas 
of Louisiana are relatively numerous and frequent animal- 
human conflicts occur, and

WHEREAS, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries wishes to remain 
committed to nuisance wildlife assistance and provide for 
the disposition of these conflicts, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:112 provides for the Secretary to direct any 
reputable citizen of this state to take and dispose of 
such nuisance species of birds or quadrupeds under 
conditions specified by the Secretary, and

WHEREAS, in June of 1986 the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
established the Nuisance Wildlife Control Operators 
permit, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the attached Notice of Intent 
establishing rules and regulations to regulate the 
conduct of those persons who are issued a Nuisance 
Wildlife Control Operator permit be approved by the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman Dwight Landreneau, Secretary 
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 
of its intent to promulgate a Rule (LAC 76:V.127) to regulate the 
conduct of persons issued a Nuisance Wildlife Control Operator's 
permit. Authority for adoption of this rule is included in the 
Louisiana Constitution, Article IX, Section 7, R.S. 56:1, R.S. 
56:5, R.S. 56:6 (10), and (15), and R.S. 56:112, et seq.
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Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

PART V. WILD QUADRUPEDS AND WILD BIRDS 

Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds

§127. Nuisance Wildlife Control Operator Program

A. Purpose

1. The purpose of this Section is to establish 
guidelines for the permitting of Nuisance Wildlife Control 
Operators (NWCO's) and the procedures to be used by the NWCO's in 
controlling nuisance wildlife.

2. NWCO's are defined as individuals who offer their 
services for commercial control of nuisance wild mammals.

B. Permit Requirements

1. The applicant must achieve a minimum score of 70 
percent on the NWCO examination. The examination shall consist of 
75 questions relating to wildlife biology and behavior, nuisance 
animal control methods and procedures and nuisance wildlife control 
laws, rules and regulations.

2. Anyone who has been convicted of a Class II or 
greater wildlife violation in Louisiana, or the equivalent in 
another state within the past three (3) years, or has been 
convicted of a felony in Louisiana or another state, shall not be 
eligible for a NWCO permit. Also, any person who's hunting or 
trapping license privileges are revoked and is not legally able to 
purchase • a trapping or hunting license shall not be allowed to 
possess or operate under the authority of a NWCO permit.

3. The NWCO Permit is not valid unless it is 
accompanied by a valid Louisiana Trapping license and a valid 
Louisiana Basic hunting license, all three of which must be carried 
at all times while conducting NWCO activities.

C. Exemptions

1. Employees of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries ("the Department") the Louisiana Department of 
Agriculture and Forestry, the Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development and the USDA/APHIS/Wildlife Services 
are exempt from all NWCO permit requirements while they are on 
duty. Also, city, parish or local municipal government employees 
assigned to animal control duties are exempt from permit 
requirements while on duty.
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D. Reporting Requirements

1. Nuisance Wildlife Complaint Forms must be kept by 
NWCO's for a period of three (3) years. Report forms shall detail:

a. Date the nuisance wildlife complaint wass
received

b. Parish in which complaint originated

c. Species of offending wildlife

d. Action taken and disposition of offending
wildlife

2. Report forms shall be available for inspection at 
all times by Wildlife Enforcement Agents or any other authorized 
representatives of the Department.

3. A summary of all nuisance wildlife control activity 
is to be submitted annually. The report shall include all control 
activity carried out during the effective dates of the permit and 
must include the following information:

number.

animal

a. " NWCO name, permit number, address and telephone

b . The parish of activity and species of offending

c. Total number of animals taken, listed by
species.

Reports may be submitted as much as one month prior 
to the expiration date of the permit but no later than 10 days 
after the expiration date of the permit.

4. Any NWCO who does not submit his/her report by the 
10th day after the expiration date of the permit, or who submits a 
false report shall be issued a citation for violation of Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission rules and regulations and, if 
convicted, will be considered to have forfeited said permit.

E. Procedures and Guidelines

1. The NWCO permit authorizes the holder to capture, 
euthanize or relocate designated species of wildlife by safe and 
effective means at any time of the year and without limits provided 
the operator is acting on a valid, documented wildlife complaint.

2. The following procedures and guidelines for NWCO 
permittees shall be in effect to establish what species of wildlife
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may be taken under the authority of this permit, the legal methods 
that may be used to control nuisance wildlife under the authority 
of this permit, and the legal methods of disposing of nuisance 
wildlife.

a. Only wildlife damage or nuisance complaints 
affecting humans and/or their property are considered valid 
complaints. Complaints involving conflicts between two or more 
species of wildlife are not valid nuisance wildlife complaints.

b. NWCO permittees are only authorized to live 
trap and relocate, live trap and euthanize or lethally trap the 
following species when such action is warranted by a valid nuisance 
wildlife complaint: armadillo, beaver, bobcat, coyote, feral hogs, 
fox, mink, mole, muskrat, nutria, opossum, otter, rabbit, raccoon, 
squirrel (including flying squirrel) and skunk. Nuisance birds, 
reptiles and amphibians may be controlled as provided by existing 
law. Bats may be controlled by exclusion or by capture and 
relocation only. Bats shall not be controlled by any lethal 
methods.

c. The NWCO permit does NOT authorize the capture 
and/or handling of white-tailed deer, bears, turkeys or alligators.

d. The sale, trade, barter, gifting or retention 
of any wildlife or part thereof taken under the authority of a NWCO 
permit is prohibited EXCEPT that furbearers taken during the open 
trapping season may be sold as provided by law. _ Sick or injured 
wildlife may be delivered to a licensed wildlife rehabilitator for 
rehabilitation purposes within 24 hours of capture.

e. NWCO permittees must follow all state and 
federal laws, rules and regulations that apply to the taking of 
wildlife, with the exception of season dates and bag limits, except 
as otherwise provided in this section.

f . All wildlife taken under a NWCO permit shall be 
taken and disposed of in a manner to ensure safe and effective 
handling and/or euthanasia. Euthanasia of a captured animal is to 
be performed under the guidelines adopted by the American- 
Veterinary Medical Association.

g. Traps or other capture devices set for live 
capture shall be checked a minimum of once every 24 hours and all 
animals removed. All traps and other capture devices shall be 
marked with permanent tags bearing the name, address and telephone 
number of the NWCO.

h. Only legal methods of take, as provided by 
existing law, shall be authorized under the NWCO permit. In
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addition to legal traps and snares, nets and capture by hand are 
authorized.

i. All traps and other capture devices shall be 
set in a manner that:

animals; 

to pets; and

i . will minimize the risk to non-target

ii. will minimize the risk to the public and

iii. is out of the view of the general public.

j . The NWCO permit does not authorize the use of 
firearms, EXCEPT that nutria, beaver, coyotes, armadillos and feral 
hogs where legal, may be taken as provided by existing law. 
Firearms may also be used in accordance with the American 
Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) guidelines on euthanasia. 
Discharge of any firearms shall be subject to all state, parish and 
municipal restrictions and ordinances.

k. When relocation is authorized, the NWCO may 
have the wildlife in possession for no more than 24 hours unless 
specifically authorized by the Department.

l. Wildlife that is relocated shall be released at 
least five (5) miles outside of any city limit and must be released 
within the state of Louisiana.

m. Wildlife shall not be released on private land 
without written permission of the landowner or landowner designee.

n. Wildlife shall not be released on public land 
without first obtaining written permission from the governmental 
entity owning or administering the release property.

o. Captured wildlife that appears to be sick or 
injured shall be turned over to a licensed rehabilitator or 
euthanized rather than be relocated. Burial or incineration of 
these carcasses is required.

p. Raccoons and skunks shall not be relocated and 
shall be euthanized, within 12 hours of capture, in accordance with 
the current American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) 
guidelines on euthanasia.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with the Louisiana 
Constitution, Article IX, Section 7, R .S . 56:1, R.S. 56:5, R.S. 
56:6 (10), and (15), and R.S. 56:112, et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR
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The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 
final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of intent 
and final rule and the preparation of reports and correspondence to 
other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit written comments relative to the 
proposed rule to James Ernst, Fur & Refuge Division, Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000, 
prior to Tuesday July 6, 2004.

In accordance with Act No. 1183 of 1999, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
Notice of Intent. This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972 (B) .

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman

Discussion & Notice of Intent - Moratorium on Taking of Alligator 
Snapping Turtles began with Commissioner Terry Denmon stating he 
was approached by Senator Barham on this issue. The Senator has 
done a lot of research on turtles and wanted to put a moratorium on 
the commercial taking of alligator snapping turtles. Senator 
Barham maintains that Louisiana is the only remaining state that 
does not have a prohibition on the commercial taking of those 
turtles. Commissioner Denmon stated, after talking with Mr. 
Bowman, he found that the Department was doing a study, but it was 
not quite complete. Placing a moratorium would not adversely 
affect trappers. Commissioner Denmon then made a motion to adopt 
a Declaration of Emergency placing a moratorium on the taking of 
wild alligator snapping turtles commercially until further notice 
by the Commission. Commissioner Mouton seconded the motion. Mr. 
Bowman informed the Commission that a Notice of Intent would also 
be needed to make it a permanent rule. Chairman Busbice questioned 
whether this proposal would affect turtle trappers and could a 
moratorium be enforced. Major Keith LaCaze stated there are two 
methods to catch turtles. He then explained that the methods were 
with a trap and on trot lines incidentally. Mr. Bowman noted 
Senator Barham's Resolution was not for all snapping turtles, but 
just the alligator snapping turtle. Commissioner Denmon stated he 
was familiar with both methods and understood the problem of 
catching that animal on a hook. Commissioner Sagrera asked how 
would enforcement determine a person was taking commercially or 
recreationally. Major LaCaze stated, if the ban was for the 
commercial take, then anyone commercially licensed for reptiles and 
amphibians cannot possess them. Commissioner Stone felt the motion 
should read possession. Commissioner Felterman asked if the intent
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of the motion was to not allow the take at all or just 
commercially. Commissioner Denmon stated it was commercially. 
Commissioner Stone then noted a commercial fisherman could go out 
and take the turtles and say he does not have a commercial license. 
Chairman Busbice felt more studying should be done on the wording. 
Commissioner Denmon stated if a person has a commercial fishing 
license and catches a turtle, then he commercially took that 
turtle. Major LaCaze reminded the. Commission agents have the 
ability, at any time, to call in and see if a person is licensed 
commercially. But he did note there could be a problem separating 
whether a person was engaged in an activity recreationally or 
commercially. Commissioner Stone again asked what was wrong with 
including possession in the motion. Several Commissioners like 
that idea. However, Major LaCaze stated there were the farmers 
that would have to be considered. Commissioner Denmon emphasized 
that he had "wild" in the motion and that the intent was to slow 
down the harvest of those turtles. Chairman Busbice suggested 
there was a need for rules as a Notice of Intent instead of a 
Declaration of Emergency. Mr. Bowman stated that was good, it 
would become effective within 120 days and did not know whether 
Senator Barham's Resolution was for immediate action or through the 
rulemaking process. Commissioner Denmon stated he would not have 
a problem if someone amended the motion to do a Notice of Intent 
only. Commissioner Sagrera amended Commissioner Denmon's motion to 
make it a Notice of Intent and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Stone. The motion passed with no opposition.

Mr, John Sturgis began his item, National Pishing Week Resolution, 
by reading the Therefore Be It Resolved which declared the week of 
May 31-June 6, 2004 as Fishing Week. It also declared that June 5 
& 6 are Free Fishing Days where both residents and non-residents 
can fish in the State without having to purchase a recreational 
fishing license. Commissioner Stone made a motion to accept the 
Resolution and it was seconded by Commissioner Felterman. This 
motion passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Resolution is 
made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

WHEREAS, sportfishing provides recreation for more than sixty 
million Americans of all ages, giving families a healthy, 
shared outdoor activity, and

WHEREAS, sportfishing, through the payment of millions of dollars 
annually for licenses, taxes and fees, has provided the 
funding for federal and state programs that contributes
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significantly to the preservation and protection of our 
natural environment, and

WHEREAS, the estimated 970,000 plus sportfishermen in Louisiana 
spend in excess of $703 million annually, and

WHEREAS, Act 301 of the 1987 Louisiana Legislature authorizes the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to declare no 
more than two free recreational fishing days each year, 
and

WHEREAS, Free Fishing Days during National Fishing Week would 
provide an excellent opportunity to introduce additional 
individuals to the wholesome outdoor activity of fishing.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we the undersigned members of 
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission do hereby 
officially declare the week of May 31 - June 6, 2004 as

FISHING WEEK
in the State of Louisiana, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that June 5 & 6, 2004 are hereby declared 
free recreational fishing days, during which residents 
and non-residents may exercise the privileges of a 
licensed recreational fisherman without purchase of any 
otherwise necessary recreational fishing license.

Date: May 6, 2004

Bill A. Busbice, Jr. Wayne Sagrera
Chairman Vice-Chairman

Henry Mouton Terry Denmon

Lee Felterman H . Jerry Stone

Billy Broussard Dwight Landreneau, Secretary

Major Keith LaCaze handled the first Enforcement item, Academic 
Achievement Recognition of Sr. Agent Wesley Walker. He stated Sr. 
Agent Walker was from Region 1, Caddo Parish, and has been busy 
obtaining his Criminal Justice degree. His cumulative grade point 
average was 3.43 and he has a 3.7 GPA at LSL7 Shreveport. Besides 
being a full time student, Sr. Agent Walker is a very active field 
officer that does an excellent job. Before coming on with the
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Department, he served in the U.S. Coast Guard. Sr. Agent Walker 
not only serves as an agent for Caddo Parish but is also a Public 
Information Officer. He is married and has two boys, noted Major 
LaCaze. The recognition was for Sr. Agent Walker's academic 
achievement and a plaque was presented at this time.

Copies of the Monthly Law Enforcement Report for April was provided 
by Major Keith LaCaze. If anyone had any questions, Major LaCaze 
stated he would be glad to answer them.

Commissioner Henry Mouton stated House Bill 267, Maurepas Swamp WMA 
Resolution was a bill by Representative Faucheux. The Mellon 
Foundation donated the WMA to the Department. In the donation, all 
hunting leases were cancelled and the Department notified all camp 
owners their camps were to be removed. The camp owners did not 
want to remove their camps and have since filed a Temporary 
Restraining Order. This has put the Department in violation of the 
Deed of Donation. Commissioner Mouton then read the Therefore Be 
It Resolved portion of a Resolution. He then made a motion to 
support the Resolution. Commissioner Denmon seconded the motion 
and it passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution is 
made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

PRIVATE CAMPS ON WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS AND REFUGES 

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

MAY 6, 2004

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries owns 
and/or manages approximately 1.5 million acres as 
Wildlife Management Areas and Refuges, under the 
jurisdiction of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission, for the purpose of protecting wild birds, 
animals, and their habitats, while promoting hunting, 
fishing and other outdoor recreational activities for the 
public, and,

WHEREAS, it has been a long-standing policy of the Commission to 
not permit private camps, or dwellings on the 
Department's Wildlife Management Areas and Refuges, and,

WHEREAS, over 255 private camps, houses, and/or house boats have 
been removed from the Department's WMA and refuges in the 
past, and,
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WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Commission to reaffirm this long
standing policy and to oppose any land transfer that 
would allow private camps to remain on such property, as 
the Commission believes such action is not in the best 
interest of the citizens of the state and interferes with 
the public's use of the Wildlife Management Areas and 
Refuges, now,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Commission reaffirms the long
standing policy of not allowing private camps on 
Wildlife Management Areas and Refuges and is opposed to 
any land transfer that would allow private camps to 
remain on such property.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman Dwight Landreneau, Secretary 
LA Wildlife and Fisheries LA Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

Notice of Intent - Amend By-Laws began with Commissioner Henry 
Mouton stating a bill has been introduced by a Senator to tell the 
Commission the Chairman will be elected at the January Meeting 
instead of the December Meeting. He then made a motion to amend 
the By-Laws to elect the Chairman and Vice-Chairman in January. 
Commissioner Sagrera asked what will happen at the January 2005 
Meeting when the current Chairman's term may expire. Mr. Fred 
Whitrock stated the Vice-Chairman would conduct the meeting. 
Commissioner Felterman asked ■ that the issue be explained again. 
Commissioner Mouton stated that Senator Dupre was pushing a bill to 
make the Commission elect their Chairman in January. Commissioner 
Stone suggested waiting to see what would happen. Commissioner 
Mouton asked if the bill has passed. Commissioner Denmon thought 
the Commission would want to take action to oppose the bill and 
noted he could see some problems with holding an election in 
January instead of December. Commissioner Broussard pointed out 
that the bill refers to officers of the Commission meaning both the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman which could cause total confusion. 
Commissioner Mouton changed his motion to oppose the bill and send 
a Resolution noting such or just to take no action. Mr. Don 
Puckett informed the Commission that new members are appointed in 
January. If the election was held in January, it would be 
conducted by all the people that would serve during that year 
rather than officers being elected by outgoing members. The 
Senator's bill passed through the Senate Committee and was on its 
way to the Senate Floor. Mr. Puckett added that if the Commission 
would amend their By-Laws, then the Senator may remove his bill. 
Commissioner Mouton then withdrew his motion on item 17.

Going back to the item on Senate Bill 559 on Aquaculture, 
Commissioner Stone read a Resolution for the record. Commissioner 
Mouton made a motion to accept the Resolution read by Commissioner
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Stone opposing Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington. Commissioner 
Broussard seconded the motion and it passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution is 
made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
May 6, 2004

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Constitution provides that the control and 
supervision of the wildlife of the state, including all 
aquatic life, is vested with the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission;

WHEREAS, with the exception of catfish and crawfish, the current 
statutes have clearly and historically placed aquaculture 
under the control and supervision of the Louisiana 
Wildlife . and Fisheries Commission and the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries;

WHEREAS, it is the primary purpose of the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission to protect the wildlife of the 
state, including the aquatic resources of the state, 
including all indigenous species, and their habitat;

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 559 transfers substantial control and 
supervision over aquaculture to the Louisiana Department 
of Agriculture and Forestry, including establishing the 
Aquaculture Council in that Department, licensing of 
aquaculture facilities, regulation of aquaculture 
species, and enforcement over most aspects of
aquaculture. This substantially diminishes the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission's control and
supervision over the aquatic resources of the state by 
granting the Commissioner of Agriculture at least equal 
if not greater authority over aquatic species;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission respectfully opposes passage of Senate Bill 
559 and respectfully requests the Louisiana Senate and 
House of Representatives to vote against this bill.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, should Senate Bill 559 pass the Louisiana 
Senate and House of Representatives, the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission respectfully requests 
Governor Blanco to veto this bill.

BE FURTHER RESOLVED, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission requests that a copy of this Resolution be 
delivered to Governor Blanco and to each member of the
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Louisiana Senate and each member of the Louisiana House 
of Representatives.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Discussion of and Action on Offer in Settlement of Assessed Penalty 
in In the Matter of J.P. & Sons Dredging, Div. of Ad. Law, Docket 
No. 2004-1991-WF and In the Matter of Kass Brothers, Inc.. Div. of 
Ad. Law, Docket No. 2004-1992-WF [Executive Session pursuant to 
R.S. 42:6.1(A)(2)] began with Mr. Don Puckett stating a motion, a 
second and approval was needed to take this matter up in Executive 
Session. Commissioner Mouton made a motion to take the meeting 
into Executive Session and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Felterman.

Mr. Joe Macaluso, The Advocate, asked why was this being taken up 
in Executive Session when it was previously discussed in an open 
meeting. He felt the public should be informed as to exactly what 
the fines were in the matter. Mr. Puckett stated it was his 
recommendation to consider an offer of an amount less than the 
assessed value. The reasons for taking that amount into account 
are why it needed to be discussed in Executive Session. Mr. 
Puckett reminded the Commission they could not take any action 
approving a specific amount except in open session. Mr. Macaluso 
stated the Commission's vote was made in open meeting to take a 
certain amount of money. He then questioned why a counter offer 
was not allowed to be discussed in open session. Mr. Puckett 
explained that part of the discussion would center on the strengths 
and weaknesses of the Department's case. Again Mr. Macaluso 
pointed out that the Commission opened the door to the discussion. 
Commissioner Stone felt after the case was settled would be the 
appropriate time to let the public know why the settlement was 
accepted. Mr. Puckett stated the Commission was required to assess 
the amount of damage, penalties or royalties in open session and 
that law was followed. There was a settlement proposition being 
considered and Mr. Puckett felt it appropriate to be discussed in 
Executive Session since it would involve talking about the 
strengths and weaknesses of the case. Hearing no further 
discussion, the motion passed.

Reconvening from Executive Session, Mr. Whitrock stated the 
Commission passed a resolution at the December Meeting that would 
assess a penalty against J.P. & Sons Dredging LLC and Kass 
Brothers, Inc. J.P. & Sons was the company that dredged 
approximately 150,000 cubic yards of fill material into pits owned 
by Kass Brothers for all or part of 35 days. This activity was 
done without applying for and acquiring a permit from the 
Department. Also, they did not submit a bond that was required. 
When the Department found out about the activity, staff notified
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J.P. Sc Sons and they submitted a check for the royalties of 
$29,968.84. The Commission assessed a penalty of $1,000 per day 
against both companies for dredging fill material without a permit. 
This case was referred to the Division of Administrative Law. J.P. 
& Sons and Kass Brothers have jointly offered to settle the claim 
for $20,000. Mr. Whitrock admitted they have weighed the chances 
of success in court, the financial conditions of the companies, the 
possibility of different outcomes and felt the offer of $20,000 was 
a fair and equitable settlement. He then asked the Commission to 
accept the settlement offer. Commissioner Felterman asked what 
could have been the maximum fine. Mr. Whitrock stated it could 
have been approximately $37,000. He then read the Therefore Be It 
Resolved portion of the Resolution. Commissioner Stone made a 
motion to accept the Resolution and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Sagrera. The motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution is
made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

May 6, 2004

WHEREAS, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries previously 
determined that J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass 
Brothers, Inc. were jointly responsible for dredging 
approximately 150,000 cubic yards of fill sand and fill 
material from the Mississippi River in Jefferson Parish, 
Louisiana during the period of approximately July 18 - 
September 24, 2003, with the material being deposited
into pits owned by Kass Brothers, Inc.

WHEREAS, this dredging was done without a permit from the 
Department as is required by Chapter 12 of Title 56 of 
the Louisiana Revised Statutes, particularly La. R.S. 
56 : 2011.

WHEREAS, after the dredging was completed, J.P. & Sons Dredging, 
L.L.C. submitted a permit application along with a check 
in the amount of $29,968.84, which represents the 
royalties due for the dredging.

WHEREAS, during the December 4, 2003 meeting, the Commission,
pursuant to La. R.S. 56:2012, assessed a penalty in the 
amount of $1,000.00 per day jointly against J.P. & Sons 
Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. for each day 
that dredging occurred without a permit.

WHEREAS, the Department, pursuant to the December 2003 Resolution, 
referred the claim to the Division of Administrative Law,
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where the claim was filed as In the Matter of J.P. & Sons 
Dredging, Docket No. 2004-1991-WF and In the Matter of 
Kass Brothers, Inc., Docket No. 2004-1992-WF.

WHEREAS, J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. have 
offered $20,000 in payment to settle the outstanding 
penalty assessment.

WHEREAS, the Department, after weighing the risks of litigation 
with the benefits of the offer, believes this amount 
represents a fair and appropriate settlement and 
recommends that the Commission accept the settlement 
offer.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Commission hereby accepts the offer 
by J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. 
of $20,000 in settlement of the outstanding penalty 
assessed by the Commission at the December 2003 meeting 
and directs the secretary to take all action as necessary 
to finalize the settlement.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman Dwight Landreneau, Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

The Commissioners agreed to hold the September 2004 Meeting on 
Thursday, September 2, 2004, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Baton 
Rouge Headquarters.

Chairman Busbice then asked for Public Comments and none were 
heard.

There being no further business, Commissioner Denmon made a motion 
to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner Sagrera.

Landreneau
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Thursday May 6 2004

Chairman Bill Busbice Jr presiding

Billy Broussard 
Terry Denmon 
Lee Felterman 
Henry Mouton 
Wayne Sagrera 
Jerry Stone z
Secretary Dwight Landreneau was also present X

\
Chairman Busbice called for a motion for approval of xthe April 1 
2004 Commission Minutes A motion for approval was made by 
Commissioner Denmon and seconded by CominissionerxStone /The motion 
passed with no opposition x \ /

\Under Commission Special Announcements Commissioner Denmon stated 
he provided a copy of a document entitled Economic Importance of
Hunting in America which is published by the International 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies He stated the document 
has some very interesting statistics including the various types of 
hunting broken down by state Commissioner Denmon then commented 
on the statistic of economic contribution per state from resident 
and non-residents hunters and how Louisiana ranked with the other 
states

Then Chairman Busbice introduced and welcomed Representative Warren 
Tnche Representative Tom McVea Senator James David Cain and 
Judge DeMoss to the meeting Representative McVea from District 
62 stated he and the other officials were there to try to convince 
the Commission to extend the squirrel season at least to the end of 
February The proposal from staff was to close the season on 
February 6 and close archery on February 13 which would mean the 
hunters would loose two weeks of hunting Representative McVea 
stated he realized there was a study being conducted but asked 
that hunters be allowed to squirrel hunt until the end of February 
He felt the extension would allow more youth to continue hunting 
which may bring more youth into the sport The Representative 
asked the Commission to understand that dog hunters are really what 
true Louisiana sportsmen are all about Chairman Busbice stated he 
started dog hunting for squirrels as a youth when his Dad took him 
and noted he could relate to the request for an extension He then 
asked Mr Tommy Pnckett to explain the biology of squirrel
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hunting. Mr. Prickett stated historically squirrel season ended by 
law on January 10. Since that time, there has been no restriction 
on closing the season, now ending the first week of February. The 
Department agreed with Representative McVea but noted they get 
complaints from hunters that squirrels as well as rabbits are heavy 
with young. The study was to determine what percent of animals 
were heavy with young. The first year's data indicated a very low 
percentage did have young. Mr. Prickett felt that the request 
would not pose a problem and noted more data wo.u'ld be available 
within a week or so. Commissioner Denmon asked ff/the hunting 
rules and regulations would come up later?  ̂ Chairman^ Busbice 
answered yes and the squirrel issue would"probably be discussed at 
the next meeting. He then asked the audience how many were there 
on the squirrel issue? A show of hands indicated quite -a few. 
Chairman Busbice decided to allow two people to speak,on the issue.

Mr. Danny Williams stated squirrel hunting wi-.th dogs was the 
fastest growing sport in the country. He noted there is hot a ..Tot 
of squirrel hunting territory during deer season. If the season 
was extended, more areas would be available. Mr. Williams also 
noted more territory would be available if the WMAs were open for 
squirrel hunting with dogs. Another advantagex to extending the 
season was that resident hunters would stay in Louisiana to hunt 
and could invite non-residents to come,hunt. Axthird point was the 
possibility of involving youth in the sport of-^squirrel hunting 
with dogs. The last point Mr. 'Williams notedywas the need to 
involve hunters in any study that may'affect the extension of a 
season. He concluded stating responsible hunfers would not harm 
the sport they love. /xv >

" / \  /Commissioner Denmon asked if there^ was -- anyone opposed to the 
squirrel hunting extension? ' No one voiced opposition. Then he 
asked Mr. Don Puckett ’-if the Commission could act on the issue at 
that point and thehx come back to the agenda item later? Mr. 
Puckett advised the Commission could act now on the squirrel issue. 
Commissioner Denmon made ax motion to amend the final rule that 
would change the closing datex on'the squirrel season to the end of 
February. Commissioner Sagrera seconded the motion. The motion 
passed with no opposition. Chairman Busbice felt the move was good 
for the industry and the sport.

Chairman Busbice introduced Representative Mike Walsworth and asked 
if he wanted to say anything. Representative Walsworth stated they 
said it all, on the squirrel issue.

Resolution andxDeclaration of Emergency - Setting the 2004 Spring 
Shrimp Season and Announcement of Vermilion Bay Crab Trap Closure 
Dates was handled by Mr. Marty Bourgeois. The slide presentation 
included a diagram of the shrimp life cycle diagram; annual 
Louisiana shrimp catch versus landings from 1976-2003; Louisiana 
2003 monthly landings for brown, white and seabob shrimp; annual
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Louisiana landings for brown and white shrimp over time plotted 
against the long term mean; and annual Louisiana shrimp gear 
license sales from 1976 through 2003 (current numbers are 24,800 
licenses sold). Then Mr. Bourgeois showed a series of slides 
depicting recent long term trends in hydrological conditions. 
These slides included monthly southeast Louisiana rainfall for 
2003, 2004 compared with long term; monthly Mississippi River 
discharge for 2003, 2004 compared with long term; North Barataria 
Bay monthly salinity and the deviations from 10 pptxfor 2004 versus 
long term; South Barataria Bay water temperatures comparing April 
2004 with long term; April 2004 tidal range comparingxpredicted 
with actual ranges; brown shrimp catch per effort in 6 foot trawls 
from Barataria Bay during the April work weeks;^brown shrimp mean 
size in 6 foot trawls from Barataria Bay for - the April workxweeks;
2003 Louisiana brown shrimp catch by the ma-j'or\basins; week T8,
2004 brown shrimp catch per effort from 6 foot trawl samples by 
basins; week 18, 2004 brown shrimp mean size from 6 root trawl 
samples by basins; and a map of Louisiana's three shrimp management 
zones. The growth projected in Zone 1 plotted against the Monday's 
in May showed it would not be until._May /24 that xmore than 50 
percent of the population are greater than.100'count perxpound. In 
Zone 2, the projected size on May T7 was where at least ,50 percent 
of the population would be 100 .count or larger. xNot until May 31 
would the majority of the shrimp be. 100 count per pouncl in Zone 3. 
Then for a statewide basis, on May/17,, '56 percent\of the population 
would be at 100 count or larger size. -The final/ slide shown was 
the predicted May tidal ranges.- /

Commissioner Broussard asked Mr. Bourgeois for the Department's 
recommendation. Mr. Bourgeois stated the Department based openings 
on projecting when 50 percent of the shrimp population would be at 
100 count per pound xor larger. Zone 1 projections indicate May 24 
would be the first Monday to meet that criteria, but the actual 
date was May 19. However, there was evidence in that zone from the 
industry and shrimpers that they would rather open on larger 
shrimp. Mr. Bourgeois then\noted the Department would not object 
to opening Zone'll at a date later' than May 24. He then recommended 
reopening the wafers of 'Breton- and Chandeleur Sounds at the same 
time as Zone 2. In Zone 2, statute requires the shrimp season open 
no later than\the,third Monday in May which was May 17 this year. 
May 17 was the f'first Monday in May where at least 50 percent of the 
population meets the criteria. The actual cross over date was 
Friday, May 14. The Department's recommendation would be May 17, 
but would not object to a May 14 opening. Another point to 
consider if the Commission would go with a May 14 opening was the 
predicted tidal range would be very narrow which would indicate no 
substantial movement of shrimp. Mr. Bourgeois noted the Department 
would recommend reopening the outside waters between the 
Atchafalaya River Ship Channel and Freshwater Bayou Canal along 
with Zone 2. For Zone 3, the Department would recommend May 31 as 
its opening date. Chairman Busbice asked if the waters of Breton 
and Chandeleur Sound were in Zone 1 and Mr. Bourgeois answered yes.
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He added that those waters would open the same as Zone 2. 
Commissioner Felterman asked when would the rest of Zone 1 open? 
Mr. Bourgeois stated the criteria's projected date was May 24, but 
industry liked opening on larger shrimp. Chairman Busbice then 
opened the meeting for public comments.

Mr. John Brown, Zone 2, stated if a cold front passes through 
before May 17, their season would be gone. He felt the season 
should open May 10 since the shrimp were running 60-70 count. Mr. 
Brown also commented the season should open the frrstx Monday in 
May. However, if the season was opened too late, this would hurt 
the white shrimp season. x ( /

Mr. Timmy Danos, Zone 2, stated when the cold front passed through 
this pushed the shrimp outside and the Targer\ boats are now 
catching 60-701s . He asked for an early openingXx/ ̂

\ \  /Mr. Gene Adams, Zone 2, suggested the staff should xshow/the 
Commission how much shrimp was being lost the first week of May. 
He then asked that the season open on MayXlOy \.x

Mr. Mike Roberts, Zone 2, stated the season should not/be opened 
any later than May 10 due to the economic aspects^ If/you wait a 
week, this would deprive a lot of fishermen's families from a 
week's work. ,

Ms. Tracy Kuhns, speaking on behalf of the Louisiana Environmental 
Action Network and their affiliate the Association of Family 
Fishermen, stated shrimp, in Barataria Basin system leave at the end 
of a tide cycle, y But with economic conditions and historic 
happenings in the Basin, they would recommend opening on May 10.

Mr. Kenneth Alma,"'Zone\2, statdd also that the seasons are opening 
too late. He asked Nthaxtx the seaspn open 72 hours from that day.

\  \ - ,
Mr. Pete Gerica, Lake Pont chart rain' Fisherman's Association, stated 
they held ,a meeting and wanted to allow the shrimp to grow in Zone
1. He then asked for the latest possible date, but would go along 
with Mr. Bourgeois' recommendation of May 24.

An Unidentified "'Speaker stated he would like to see the shrimp grow 
in Zone 2 also.

Mr. Mike Whatney stated he fishes Zone 1 and did not agree with 
opening the season ,on May 24. He felt Chef Pass, Rigolets Pass and 
Lake Pontchart-raih should be a different zone. Mr. Whatney then 
asked that the season open on May 17.

Commissioner Stone asked Mr. Bourgeois if he could verify that Zone 
1 did lose their shrimp last year? Mr. Bourgeois stated he could 
not say with any certainty. Commissioner Stone then asked that by 
delaying the opening in Zone 1 over the last three years, has there
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been an increase in the size of shrimp? Mr. Bourgeois stated the 
individual sizes have increased, but he has never fielded any 
complaints by opening later. He added that there has been an 
extension in the season in the Mississippi Sound while other areas 
have closed which he felt created a balance to the lose with a late 
opening. Commissioner Sagrera asked if the late opening and having 
larger shrimp was offsetting what the shrimpers were losing by not 
fishing earlier? Mr. Bourgeois stated he could not answer that 
question. Commissioner Mouton asked what size would the shrimp be 
if Zone 2 opened on May 10? Mr. Bourgeois stated\>ns'May 10, 42 
percent of the shrimp would be at the 100 count per poundxcriteria. 
Commissioner Broussard asked if Zone 2 could be<xisolated by itself 
to have a May 10 opening? Mr. Bourgeois corrected his answer to 
Commissioner Mouton and stated only 37 percent'.,would be at the 
required criteria on May 10. Commissioner Broussard asked about 
the description of Zone 2. Chairman Busbicethen expressed 
appreciation to the staff for their work on this-topic:

\  . 'Mr. Kenneth Helmer, Zone 2, stated he would rather work on 42 
percent when the shrimp are available rather than 100^percent and 
the shrimp are gone. He added shrimpers 1 can still make money when 
the shrimp are small. Also Mr. Helmer suggested'setting^a specific 
date to open the season and leave it at that. Chairman Busbice 
commented that the dates set- over- the past \ several years has 
resulted in good comments from, the/shrimpers. Mr-. Helmer stated he 
saw for himself that shrimp from/the inside waters were 60-70's.

Mr. Gene Adams stated last\year, -all bf/ thes/shrimpers wanted a 
specific date, but the \season opened 7 days "later than what was 
asked for. He added that when the season/opened last year, the 
factories were ready to close. Mr. Adams asked what was the 
meeting about, if everyone askxfor May 10, but a decision was made 
to open on May 14. - ./Three days are a lot to a commercial fisherman.

An Unidentified Speaker stated you cannot trust the historic values 
and noted the price of shrimp was declining daily. By waiting a 
week, all fishermen know that shrimp could leave overnight. Zone 
2 is traditionally a small shrimp area. The speaker again asked 
that the season be opened so they could get a pay check.

\
Commissioner Felterman asked if there was a dock owner attending 
the meeting and asked what was the price of shrimp? Mr. Randy 
Nunez stated the market price was 55 cents for 80-100's. If the 
shrimp grow one size/bigger, that price may go up 10 cents more per 
pound. But if you^wait a week, the fishermen would loose a lot of 
money. Commissioner Stone asked if the docks had a demand for the 
100 count shrimp? Mr. Nunez stated yes, at the docks and the 
factories. The price for shrimp in the 16-20 size range is $1.90. 
Commissioner Felterman then asked what size shrimp was realistic? 
Mr. Nunez stated realistically they were seeing 60-70 count and the 
price was 75 cents.
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An Unidentified Speaker felt the biggest problem was the size mesh 
the Department used in testing. He agreed with Mr. Nunez in that 
there is only 10 cents difference between the shrimp sizes. He 
concluded stating they need volume, not quantity.

Mr. John Roussel stated everything mentioned was important and all 
that was said was what each person believed. He brought the 
Commission again.to the first slide of the presentation the life 
cycle of a shrimp. As the shrimp grow, they are' redistributing 
themselves and that distribution was moving / from the upper 
estuaries to the lower bays to the Gulf to complete a shrimps life 
cycle. Commissioner Broussard asked if it was a zoning issue, 
should the upper estuaries be a different zone? Mr. Roussel stated 
the Department has always believed that if line's and sanctuaries 
could be established, the season could have^been^ opened several 
weeks back. But with the way the zones are now, \the fishery 
operates everywhere. Commissioner Stonesasked MrZRoussel if there 
was an early opening, would it be detrimental to the resource^^Mr. 
Roussel noted if the season opened too early, it would destroy some 
of the crop. The samples do show there^ are ,some 60-7(Xxshrimp, but 
there were also some 100 count and 200' count. Commissioner 
Broussard asked if the season was delayed^by Todays, would there 
still be some destruction of the'crop to somexextent? zMr. Roussel 
answered yes, to some extent. But he noted recruitment was 
constant. The larvae of brown shrimp come in from February through 
mid-summer, but this was the peak- time for the larvae. 
Commissioner Broussard asked what would be the impact of the 
fishery compared with the financial stress to the fishermen if the 
season opened 7 days earlier., He added that the comments he heard 
at the meeting were contradictory to those heard before the 
meeting. Mr. Roussel stated he could not quantify the impact. He 
added that the criteria used was developed by the Department and 
the industry over"-25 years ago. But the Department has asked the 
industry a number of-times if that criteria was still right and it 
has always come back to keep doing; as it has been done. Chairman 
Busbice asked if it wasicohceivabre to open on another day besides 
Monday? Mr. Roussel statedxthe- Commission, in recent years, has 
deviated from a traditional Monday opening. The Department would 
be very hesitant to recommend a date before May 14. Looking at the 
May tidal prediction, the difference between May 14 and May 17 was 
not significant;/so the shrimp should not redistribute themselves. 
Commissioner Felterman /asked how many commercial shrimp licenses 
were sold? Mr. Bourgeois stated for the 2003 year, there were 
about 24,000 licenses sold. This figure does not represent the 
number of fishermen, which was about 10,000. Mr. Roussel stated 
that last year when disaster relief money was distributed to 
fishermen with recorded, documented sales of shrimp, that number 
was about 5,500. Commissioner Felterman appreciated the people who 
came to the meeting and voiced their opinion but the group was a 
small percentage of the fishermen. He added he wanted to do what 
was right according to the biology and try to satisfy the people. 
Commissioner Mouton asked the shrimp buyer to come forward again.

6



Mr. Gene Adams stated, all the questions are being directed to the 
biologists and the answers begin with "if" - they are all 
projections. He added the shrimpers are not saying what they 
believe in, they are speaking on what they know. The season this 
year will not affect what will occur next year. Over the last two 
years, fishermen have become concerned again and are showing up at 
the meetings to speak. Mr. Adams stated he has heard a lot of the 
fishermen ask why go to the meeting when they already have their 
minds made up. The majority was speaking.

Commissioner Mouton asked Mr. Nunez if he knew what t'he shrimp 
prices would be if the season opened on May-10 compared to May 17? 
Mr. Nunez stated 80-100 count would get ,-50 cents^but if the season 
opened on May 17 and the larger shrimp are in/the xfactories,\it/may 
drop those prices down to 30 cents. He added itxwas better to open 
earlier. ’• X 1-' X

Chairman Busbice asked for a motion to sets the xseaspns. 
Commissioner Broussard made a motion to go with the Department's 
recommendation except he wanted Zone 2, /to openXon May 14. 
Commissioner Sagrera seconded the motioh.x v X. \

Mr. Chris Hanson asked that the season open X n  Mayx 10. /' But if the 
Commission went with May 14, would it be possible to/open at 6 PM 
on May 13. The best drags are usually right -.at dark and just 
before daylight. This change would allow the Enforcement agents to 
go home that night instead \pf having to patrol/the closed waters 
and the shrimpers could work. •. /'

Mr. Bourgeois asked as a point of clarification, would the Zone 2 
opening include the/outside waters as. well.-as Breton and Chandeleur 
Sounds? Commissioner. Sagrera asked if that portion of Zone 1 could 
become Zone 2? Mr-.. Bourgeois stated it would accomplish the same 
thing. CommissionerxSagrera stated it was a little confusing to 
have part of one zone open with another zone. Commissioner Mouton 
asked what was the date"forxZone 3 and Mr. Bourgeois stated it was 
May 31. Commissioner Mouton'''made a substitute motion to open Zone 
2 at 6 PM bn May T3. There was no second to the substitute motion. 
Chairman Busbice 'then asked for roll call vote on the original 
motion and i X  passed unanimously. Mr. Bourgeois then read the 
Therefore Be Itz Resolved portion of the Resolution. Chairman 
Busbice then asked for/a motion on the Resolution. Commissioner 
Sagrera made a motion /to accept the Resolution and it was seconded 
by Commissioner Stonei The motion passed with no opposition. Mr. 
Bourgeois announced that with the opening of shrimp season in Zone 
2 on May 14, the crab trap removal program would also open that day 
and last for nine days closing on May 22 at 6 AM.

Mr. Gene Adams asked why was there a need for every commercial 
fisherman to appear before the meeting to get what they wanted when 
only 12 people wanting an extension in the squirrel season got what 
they wanted? Chairman Busbice explained there has been an on-going
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squirrel study the Commission has followed and just because all of 
the fishermen were not at the meeting was not the reason why the 
Commission did not agree with the fishermen.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency are made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION •,'\ *
2004 Spring Shrimp Season Opening \, \ 

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries. Commission /

May 6, 2004-

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the traditional management criteria used by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in/recommending the 
opening dates for the spring shrimp season in., insi'de 
waters are based on the population of brown shrimp in 
each shrimp management zone reaching such a size that 50% 
or more of the brown shrimp are '100-. count per pound or 
larger, .and \  \  >

current biological data ̂ .project that 50%/of the 2004 
brown shrimp population/in-inside waters will meet the 
100 count per^pouhd / management criteria in Shrimp 
Management Zone' ixby May 19, .2004, in/Shrimp Management 
Zone 2 by May 14, 2004 and in Shrimp. Management Zone 3 by 
May 29, 2004/,\and )

on January 12, 2004 the Wil-dlife^and Fisheries Commission 
had closed, to shrimping that portion of the State's 
Outside Waters south of the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as 
described in R-. S . 56:495, from the Atchafalaya River Ship 
Channel at 'Eugene Island as delineated by the River 
Channel Buoy Line to the eastern shore of Freshwater 
Bayou'Canal at longitude 92° 181 33" W.

THEREFORE BE,x IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission hereby opens the spring shrimp season in 
inside waters.in Shrimp Management Zone 1 at 6 a.m. May 
24, 2004, except the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur 

/  Sounds as ./described in the menhaden rule (LAC 
7-6 : VII. 307,Dj which, shall open at 6 a.m. May 14, 2004, in 
Zone 2 and that portion of the State's Outside Waters 
south of the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as described in 
R. S . 5Z6: 495 from the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel at 
Eugene Island as delineated by the River Channel Buoy 
Line to the eastern shore of Freshwater Bayou at 6 a.m. 
May 14, 2004 and in Zone 3 at 6 a.m. May 31, 2004.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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hereby authorizes the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to close any portion of 
Louisiana's inside waters to protect small white shrimp 
if biological and technical data indicate the need to do 
so, or enforcement problems develop.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 2004 
Spring Shrimp Season in Louisiana state waters is 
attached to and made part of this resolution.

'z \
Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

Dwight 'Landreneau, Secretary 
La. /Dept />ofX;Wildlifexand 
Fisheries'

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

\

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R . S\ 4 9:953(B) 
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure, Act whi’ch allows 
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use-xemergency/procedures 
to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56: 4.97 which, provides that the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission "shall fix no less than two open 
seasons each year for all or part of inside waters and shall have 
the authority to open or close outside waters,/ the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission does hereby set the -2004\Spring Shrimp Season 
in Louisiana state waters to open as follows:

Shrimp Management Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inside 
waters from^_the Mississippi State line to the eastern shore of 
South Pass of tKe ̂ Mississippi ̂ River, to open at 6 a.m. May 24, 
2004, except the open waters of/Breton and Chandeleur Sounds as 
described in the menhaderi\rule (LAC 76: VII. 307D) which shall open 
at/6 a.m. May.. 14, 2004,\ and\ /

' \ \  /Shrimp Management Zone 2,"that portion of Louisiana's inside 
waters from /the eastern; shore of South Pass of the Mississippi 
River westward to/the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest 
Pass at Marsh Island, as well as that portion of the State's 
Outside .Waters south of/the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as described 
in R.S. 56:495 from the Atchafalaya River Channel at Eugene Island 
as delineated by the'River Channel Buoy Line to Freshwater Bayou 
Canal at lohgitude-z92° 18' 33" W, all to open at 6 a.m. May 14, 
2004, and

Shrimp Management Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inside 
waters from the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass 
at Marsh Island westward to the Texas State Line, to open at 6 a.m. 
May 31, 2004 .
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The Commission also hereby grants authority to the Secretary 
of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to close any portion of 
the State's inside waters to protect small white shrimp if 
biological and technical data indicates the need to do so, or 
enforcement problems develop.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman /\

Presentation from Great Lodge on Point of Sale Systemxbegan with 
Commissioner Henry Mouton stating he has received lots ofx.concerns 
and phone calls on the system. He added/he stalked with Mrs. Janis 
Landry about repeated problems down in/Grancb Isle. Now^with the 
new fishing and hunting license year coming,up,July 1, he did/not 
want to encounter the same problems experienced^last Labor Day. 
Commissioner Mouton felt the new system did not work as, well as the 
previous system. Mr. Dan Cook, President of Great(lLodge\Lntreduced 
himself and Mr. Isaac Rogers, Head of; License ^Vendor -Services 
Group. Commissioner Felterman stated \everyone knew what the 
problem was, but wanted to know what was going to be done about it. 
Mr. Cook suggested logging online^ pretend to be a vendor and let 
the system speak for itself. He then asked Chairman Busbice for 
his some information, it was verified, the types of license wanted 
was obtained and then the license was to be printed. Mr. Cook 
stated the time frame from when the contract Was awarded to the 
implementation of the entire system at 750/ retailers was 
accomplished in 75 days./ He felt, it was ill advised to introduce 
the system on September/1, but that was- how\it worked. The new 
system was very easy to -understand once they began to use it and it 
came with an on-line/training system. The/first few months were 
very painful from a -/earning 'curve standpoint. They tracked all of 
the calls going intdxthe call.center at the beginning 24 hours a 
day, 7 days per week\ Now the calls being received were for a 
forgotten password oK.having a line crossed or something that could 
be resolved very quickly\ Commissioner Stone asked about speed 
factor. Mr. Cook stated^ there were several factors to speed. They 
were data .entry and telecommunications. If a vendor has a dial-up 
connection, you would notice a''few seconds between screens, but it 
should not be any longer than that. Commissioner Stone asked if 
there were any choke points along the system? Mr. Cook answered 
no. The majority of the time involved obtaining information from 
the customer and entering into the system. Mr. Cook explained how 
the system for a vendor in a certain area can be configured for 
that constituency. /It was mentioned that the Department may be 
losing license money, but Mr. Cook felt that may not be true. In 
September 2003, there were more licenses sold than in the previous 
year. The systems uptime has been 99.99 percent of the time. 
Another plus to the system was its responsive, it can change for 
the vendors need at any time. Another question addressed by Mr. 
Cook was on where is the system going? He felt the pain of 
September and October was gone, fine tuning was being done now.
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All of the calls to the Service Center were being monitored and it 
was noted calls to the support center was very low. Mr. Cook 
volunteered personally to go to any vendor in the State. He felt 
the system could take the agency wherever it needed to go. Mr. 
Cook thanked and praised the License Office within the Department 
for their patience, thoughtfulness and help in building such a 
superior system. Commissioner Mouton asked if all of the 
deficiencies addressed in a letter to Great Lodge dated January 9 
have been cleared up? Mr. .Cook answered yes, but there were a few 
that required a start up date. Commissioner Mouton then asked Mr. 
Cook to go over the letter and state whether each issue has or has 
not been resolved. He explained how in' several stores he has 
visited, the screens did not show up as fast as they did in the 
demonstration. Mr. Cook stated they have dealt xextensively .with 
the vendors in Grand Isle. With reference to-the. time to enter an 
extensive amount of information, the system did not "identify the 
person as an existing Department customer. If" a non-resident 
customer does come in to a Grand Isle store to buy a license,_^the 
Department's regulations require a certain amount of^information be 
obtained. Commissioner Mouton asked,,Mr .\ Cook if he, would have 
people in Louisiana for the July, 4 hoMdayXweekend.\  Mr. Cook 
assured the Commissioner they had their \eyes\targeted on busy 
weekends. Commissioner Stone stated the data\entry^was/the biggest 
problem. He then asked if there was ̂ a program tox help with the 
data entry problem? Mr. Cook stated ,the data entry could be solved 
by finding the existing customer'in the-data bas'e. Commissioner 
Stone asked if it was mandated by law to collect all of that 
information. Mrs. Janis Landry stated- all ,of the information 
collected was not mandated by law, but if 'a license was issued 
without the information, you could not identify the holder. 
Commissioner Broussard asked Mrs. Landry, if a license holder was 
required to have a picture ID and he was told no. Commissioner 
Stone felt the system should be\as user-friendly as possible. Mr. 
Cook commented the information collected was consistent with what 
other states require. X Mrs. Landry added that all of the 
information collected was required in the past. Commissioner 
Mouton asked if-a person.has a drivers license and the information 
was entered correctly,. then z the system would prefill that 
information. Mr., Cook stated yes, to which Commissioner Mouton 
stated that was the problem he was seeing in that the people were 
still having to\fill out' the information. Chairman Busbice asked 
Commissioner Broussard' if he has a machine in his business. 
Commissioner Broussard stated the original system had the magnetic 
reader on it and it/forked about 75 percent of the time. A month 
before the switch, ' an upgrade was made. Then along came a new 
system that they.Had to learn. He did admit that Great Lodge has 
jumped by leaps" and bounds to improve the system. The biggest 
problem was not being able to hook-up on the first try and instead 
of providing a service, the customer left upset. The key in the 
future would be a magnetic reader. Commissioner Broussard then 
asked to be more involved in the contract process in the future. 
Mr. Cook expressed appreciation to Commissioner Broussard for his
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comments. Chairman Busbice felt the system has improved, but he 
requested Great Lodge continue to listen to the vendors so it could 
be the best.

Discussion of Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington Regarding 
Aquaculture began with Chairman Bill Busbice asking Mr. John 
Roussel to come forward and answer questions on the bill. Mr. 
Roussel began providing background information.s Last year an 
aquaculture bill was passed in both the House ancKSenate, but it 
was vetoed by Governor Foster primarily due to constitutional roles 
of the Commission over "aquatic life". After that an Aquaculture 
Council was established and was charged/with looking at/What the 
industry's needs are, trying to identify the, impediments1-xfor the 
industry and potential solutions. The Couhcil\met a number\ of 
times and some legislative drafts were discussed,\but the Council 
did not make a final decision to support an instrument. This 
session another bill has been filed which was basically^ identical 
to that passed last year. The Department- of Wildlife and Fisheries 
took the bill and did what was thought to make it ̂ constitutional 
and filed a separate bill. The Department's^bill hass yet to move 
through the process. The original bill,/however, has-been going 
forward. Mr. Roussel stated the Department lias been/trying to 
incorporate amendments to the original bill,\ Senate Bill 559, all 
through the process. Senate Bill 559 has passed - all the way 
through the Senate and was now going to the House Agriculture 
Committee. He then noted ,the bill has been changed throughout the 
process, which meant the Department's proposed amendments had to be 
changed since it was not' thex original bill. ,\T.he Department feels 
there are still some constitutional issues with the current bill. 
One issue for it to ..remain constitutional was that the Commission 
needs to have a strong say in what can or, cannot be grown and under 
what conditions.^ The bill contains this role for the Commission, 
but there was also language which can circumvent the Commission 
under certain scenarios^ Commissioner Mouton stated he has read 
through the bill and asked Enforcement if the Department's agents 
would be excluded from enforcing fish and game laws. Mr. Roussel 
explained, a specific scenario, in which the Commission would 
promulgate.a rule. If a specie was grown a certain way, it was no 
longer a wild fish or "aquatic life", it was now "aquatic 
livestock". Then, it was .sent to the Department of Agriculture and 
they could make additional regulations for it as aquatic livestock. 
All through this process, the Department would maintain its 
authority.to enforce its rules and if a violation occurred, then 
that specie was under'this Department's jurisdiction. One thing in 
the bill was joint,inspection which the Department did not feel was 
acceptable. Mr.., Roussel felt the bill created more bureaucracy 
above what was in place now. Commissioner Stone asked what can be 
done to stop the bill. Mr. Roussel noted the Constitution says 
fish, wildlife and other aquatic life falls under the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the Commission. It also states that all 
agriculture and livestock was under the exclusive jurisdiction of
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the Department of Agriculture. Then there comes the question of 
when does a specie become aquatic life versus when does it become 
aquatic livestock. Commissioner Stone asked about the definition 
of aquatic livestock. Mr. Roussel stated the Legislature can 
define it any way, but he added that the Department's position has 
been that the Commission should make the definition. Mr. Roussel 
then read the definition of aquatic livestock and other key 
information from the bill. If the Commission was presented with a 
recommendation from the Council and 90 days lapses without taking 
action, then action could be taken by the / Commissioner of 
Agriculture. Chairman Busbice asked what would happen if the 
Commission said no to a recommendation. / Mr.. Roussel read" that if 
the Commission said no, the rejection/would- be reviewed, by the 
Commissioner of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Department, of 
Wildlife and Fisheries and they could revise the recommendation and 
resubmit it to the Commission. Under an amendment,nothin the bill 
supported by the Department, if the . Commission rejected the 
proposal a second or third time, it could be subject to review'by 
the 19th Judicial District Court. Mr. Roussel addedxthat this was 
a complex issue. Commissioner Stone asked rf a Resolution should 
be drafted to state the Commission's opposition? Mr. Roussel 
stated the Legislature has its ..-own process by^ whichythere was 
plenty of opportunity for input. He felt\the Commission could 
express its own wishes or thoughts^-to^ the Legislature, but could 
not guess whether it would have ^ny^impact. Commissioner Stone 
asked the other members hg.w they/felt. ^Commissioner Mouton agreed 
a Resolution should be /developed opposing the bill and would 
represent the Commission'when it went before ,the House Agriculture 
Committee. Chairman\\ Busbice felt the Commission had a 
constitutional responsibility andXto change- that in midstream was 
not right. He agreed with\Commissioners^ Stone and Mouton that 
something needed to\be done.% Commissioner Mouton asked if the 
Legal Section could.draft a Resolution for the Commission to vote 
on. Mr. Fred Whitrock stated the- general specifics could be given 
to the Department, then a-.resolution could be drafted and have it 
submitted. Discussion at this point was on how to amend the agenda 
to make the item an action item. Commissioner Mouton made a motion 
to amend the agenda to act on item 6 of the May 6, 2004 Meeting to 
submit opposition to Senate Bill 559 based on the concerns of 
constitutionality and resource. Commissioner Stone seconded the 
motion. The motion passed with no opposition. Now Commissioner 
Mouton made a motion that the Commission oppose Senate Bill 559 by 
Senator Ellington based on constitutionality of it and concern of 
the resources. Commissioner Stone again seconded the motion and it 
passed with no opposition.

Commissioner Wayne Sagrera asked the Department to make their
presentation on a Notice of Intent - Suspension of Collection of 
Portion of Alligator Tag Fee before going further. Mr. Noel Kinler 
reminded the Commission they received a packet of information on 
the Alligator Program. His presentation at the meeting was on the
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key points of the packet, the production levels and overview of 
funding issues. The Louisiana Alligator Management Program 
consists of management of the wild alligator resource, an extensive 
farm and ranching program, research and monitoring tasks and a 
statewide nuisance control program. The first slide included 
information on wild alligator seasons in Louisiana with 1972 being 
the first year the season was reopened in one parish through 2003 
which has a statewide season. Louisiana has been recognized for 
its crocodilian management programs throughout the world. There 
have been various groups that did not want to see management nor 
harvest of alligators which the Department has/fought. \In 1978, 
the season was closed when the world developed a treaty called 
CITES (Convention on International Trade and- EndangeredxSpecies) 
which set criteria for harvesting alligators andxother endangered 
species. In 1979, the season was opened for nlhevparishes and then 
statewide in 1981. Now there are over 170 countries that meet 
every three years to produce new ^requirements for trading 
endangered species. Mr. Kinler noted CITES was administered 
through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Office\of Scientific 
Authority and Office of Management Authority. The Department has 
to provide detailed information on^the program, annuallyx so it can 
certify there will be no detriment to theN alligator population. 
Without the Service's approval,/no export of.meaty skins or parts 
could occur which would cripple the market. Within the Department, 
Title 56 and Title 76 gives the authority to manage’ the wild and 
ranch programs. The three components include >the Enforcement 
Division, which enforces the regulations; Fur &/ Refuge Division, 
which manages the program; ‘and the Fur & Alligator Council, which 
was geared toward marketing, -education and ..overall comprehensive 
program development^ The Louisiana coastal marsh alligator nest 
survey has provided'the basis from which.the criteria was used to 
harvest wild alligators and eggs. A slide of the nest production 
from 1970 through' 2003'-showed it has grown to an average of 30,000 
to 35,000. Since 197 9_, 'the annual wild harvest was 16,000 and this 
number has escalated to an average, of 32,000 to 35,000 alligators 
at 7 foot in. length over the last five years. The slide on the 
value of the harvested alligators reached peaks in 1988 and 1989 
averaging x$55 per, foot and right now the estimated values ranged 
between $12 and $;13 per foot. In the mid-19801 s a program was 
developed to allow the collection of alligator eggs from the wild 
and they are brought into captivity and then into a farming 
situation. The farm program now permits about 640,000 eggs for 
collection each year,/ In conjunction with that program, an 
alligator farm-released program was developed which releases 4 foot 
alligators grown from eggs back into the wild. An average 40,000 
alligators have been put back over the last several years. The 
number of alligator farms peaked in the early 1990’s with 130 farms 
and has consolidated to about 62 now. The Louisiana farms produced 
240,000 alligators in 2002. The sale of the farm raised meat in 
2003 was valued at $24 million. Next, Mr. Kinler talked on the 
history of funding and development of the alligator program. 
During the early years of the program, funding came from
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Rockefeller Refuge. All of the research and personnel were at 
Rockefeller Refuge and was paid by the Refuge's mineral royalties. 
In the development of the farming industry, the Department provided 
hatchlings to farms to establish breeding stock but this did not 
pan out, so the wild alligator egg collection program was 
initiated. As the industry developed, Rockefeller income 
diminished, so staff had to look for other sources to fund the 
program. In 1988, a $2 tag fee was established and was collected 
from the farmers and hunters when tags were issuedix In 1989, that 
fee went to $4 . Severe budget restraints were experienced at this 
time and this necessitated the need for the ,$4 tag fee. The 
industry was concerned with the control- and spending of/the tag 
fee, so the Alligator Resource Fund was created^ Mr. Kihler then 
talked about the enabling legislation that explained the different 
areas in which the money could be spent. The income streams from 
the hide tag fees, severance tax, interest income from the fund',, 
and shipping label fees as well as other alligator related fees. 
Current staff, paid by the fund, includes primarily 5 biologist's, 
1 Wildlife Technician Supervisor, 3 Wildlife Technicians, 1 
Clerical, a part-time biologist and a ..part\time clerical. Table 1 
from the handout showed actual expenditures xfrom the Nfund since 
1997. Substantial increases in managementXand xsalary and related 
benefits have occurred since 1997. The next slide\from/the handout 
was of Table 2 which showed the'income Vgeneratedv at Various tag fee 
levels. At the current $2 level, Mr .,-Kinler noted the expenditures 
for the program were abovez<the current income. Whxen the $2 fee was 
adopted, there was a balance of-$2.5 million in/the fund. After 
one fiscal year, there was a drop in thevbalance/ by about $400,000. 
At the time the $2 tag fee was due to expire; the balance could be 
around $1.5 - $1.6 million. / In managing the resource, there are 
plenty of critical issues that need to be assessed so the 
Department can plan'for future harvest of the resource. With the 
lost of land along £he coast, - the impacts are and will affect 
habitat' quality as it relates to. alligator populations. Another 
critical issue was pix skin disease which was currently being 
studied with the LSD Vet School and the Florida Vet School. West 
Nile Virus-was a new issue to.be looked at which impacted several 
thousand farmed alligators last year. International issues as it 
relates to CITES regulations are critical for the success of the 
program. Also /Mr. Kinler felt the program should provide 
additional assistance tp landowners and farmers on managing the 
property, following up/on the release program, developing a more 
detailed \wild harvest7 quota system, continue with the detailed 
assessment' of habitat quality, continue with a variety of research 
activities particularly on the farm side, continue with the 
education process',z and continue international representation at 
CITES. Since 1970, 634,000 wild alligators have been harvested, 
4.3 million eggs have been collected, 2.1 million farmed alligators 
have been harvested and the release of over 500,000 alligators from 
the farm program. The total program figure for 2003 was about $30 
million with an impact well over $50 million.
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Chairman Busbice stated this issue was controversial and needed to 
be worked out with all sides involved. Commissioner Denmon asked 
what would the tag fee have to be in order to break even and 
maintain the $1.5 million level in the fund. Mr. Kinler stated 
expenditures range from $800,000 to $900,000 with an additional 
$200,000 from other projects maintained by the Fur & Alligator 
Advisory Council. Commissioner Denmon then asked what tag fee 
would be required to collect that revenue. If the tag fee was $4, 
$1.1 million would be generated, but at $3, only $894,000 would be 
generated. Commissioner Felterman felt the disea'sesxwere becoming 
more and more of a problem and asked if the research wass.adequate 
or was more money needed. Mr. Kinler- stated there are three 
contracts geared at finding the cause for pix- skin disease. Last 
year about $75,000 was spent on the disease ahd^there was a need, to 
be prepared to address future problems. Commissioner Felterman 
asked if it was a fair statement to say that more^mohey should tie 
directed toward research, and Mr. Kinler answered yes.\ Chairman 
Busbice asked Mr. Kinler if he had a1 recommehdationXf or ̂ -the 
Commission. Mr. Phil Bowman restated that,at the current $2~Tevel, 
the funds collected were not sufficient to/maintain ̂ the program. 
He added that the Department wanted"to maintain a specific level, 
which was $1.5 million, in that 'fund to help 'in the event of a 
disaster or additional diseases^ If the tag fee\was ..left at $2, 
the program would be managed,' but, the balance would drop to $0 
within three years. If the tag fee was set at $3, the program 
could keep going for a longer period .of time. / But Mr. Bowman 
reemphasized that between $3 and $4 was the break even point for 
the management program. Commissioner Sagrera asked if the 
Department could provide the same services with a $3 tag fee? Mr. 
Bowman stated- it could be done, but the fund would be affected. 
Commissioner Sagrera stated! as farmers,. Xhey need some reserve 
themselves with theXdisease problems that are occurring and the 
possibility of other financialxhardships. Mr. Bowman stated that 
salaries and relatedxbehefits were "hard coded" prior to 2001 and 
staff felt this would notxpass through an audit. During 2001-02, 
the Fur and .Refuge Division instituted a time keeping reporting 
system which more accurately., reflected the amount of time that 
could be charged \to the 'alligator program. Also there was a big 
problem in keeping employees on the release team. In order to 
maintain a good quality staff, premium pay was allowed for those 
team employees. x/Another-increase in salaries came from the hiring 
of two part-time employees for 6 months during the release season. 
The related benefits figure has spiraled 175 percent between 1997 
and 2003. Commissioner Sagrera commended the Department in the 
tremendous job they were doing in all areas of the program. 
Commissioner Felterman asked if no action was taken, would the tag 
fee go back to $4. Mr. Bowman answered that if the Commission took 
no action, the tag fee would go to $4 on September 20. Next came 
public comments.

Mr. Sam Smith, President, Trappers and Alligator Hunting 
Association and member of Fur & Alligator Advisory Council, stated
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they have been fiscally responsible in handling their business, but 
the reduction has caused a lose in funds. He reminded the 
Commission that good was done through education in the market place 
and public and through research.

Mr. Charles Pettefer, a trapper, stated the alligator industry was 
very big and to reduce the tag fee would be very dangerous. He 
asked why reduce the fee when everything else was increasing. Mr. 
Pettefer suggested having the money to fall back on instead of 
having to ask for it in the future. Commissioner Sagrera stated 
the farmers in 2003 contributed 88 percent of the tag fee funds. 
He added that if the farms closed now, that would only leave the 
trapping industry to maintain the program. .Commissioner Sagrera 
suggested the industry needed to work together and come back .to- the 
Commission unified. Mr. Pettefer stated the trapping industry was 
not too far from going under. \ s \

Mr. Ted Joanen stated he was representing Sweet Lake Land and Oil, 
a land company in southwest Louisiana, and noted he. was a former 
employee of the Department at Rockefeller. Refuge mainly in the 
alligator program. He stated he was in''favor-of the $4 tag fee. 
He felt the fee was necessary to defray the^cost of the program for 
the Division and Department. Hezagreed with Mr. Bbwman/in that the 
break even fee was $4. Mr. Joanen^stated Loursiana^was a success 
story and noted this state was- the/biggest producer of skins in the 
world. From an LSU study,Vthex total economic impact to the State 
was approximately $54 million.V He concluded noting that income 
from the $4 tag fee could be\used on new 'research projects.

Mr. Johnny Price, a/wild alligator hunter,/stated he and several 
other wild alligator huntersxagreed'^with^the $4 tag fee and wanted 
to see the program stay as it'is. He did not think it was good to 
cut programs. -v.. \

, ' \  \Mr. Rudy Sparks, Louisiana Alligator Marketing Cooperative, which 
represented several large \ landowners in south Louisiana that 
combined equals about one million acres of alligator habitat. He 
stated this was a very vital issue and was one of the major 
renewable resources on their properties. Mr. Sparks reminded the 
Commission they came two years ago and asked that the tag fee stay 
at $4. They knew'at that time about the pix disease and knew there 
would be some serious/issues on the farms. They accepted the 
change to,reduce the fee to $2, but to come back and want to reduce 
the fund even more was very concerning and troubling. The $4 tag 
fee was a break even point. If additional problems arise, what was 
the industry txo do, asked Mr. Sparks. To have to come back and ask 
for the additional money was not the way to manage a multi-million 
dollar industry. Louisiana pioneered a program that many countries 
have modeled and to begin to compromise it was very concerning to 
Mr. Sparks. He then asked the Commission to allow the tag fee to 
go back to $4 beginning September 20.
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Chairman Busbice reminded the Commissioners that if no action was 
taken the fee would revert back to $4 in September, but if a 
resolution was passed, they could set the fee at a certain level. 
Commissioner Sagrera asked Mr. Bowman if the Department could 
provide the current level of service for the next two years if the 
tag fee was $3. Mr. Bowman stated yes. Commissioner Sagrera then 
asked if he was correct in that when the fee was initiated, it was 
not to create a surplus, but if there was a surplus, it could be 
used for certain activities. Mr. Bowman stated that was correct. 
Commissioner Sagrera then made a motion to suspend the tag fee by 
$1 for the next two years. Commissioner Mouton seconded the 
motion. Commissioner Sagrera then read-, the Therefore Be It 
Resolved portion of the Resolution as- requested by M r B o w m a n .  
Commissioner Felterman asked if Commissioner Sagrera had a conflict 
of interest in voting on the issue? Commissioner 'Sagrera answered 
this issue was brought before the Ethics Commissionv and as long as 
it did not benefit him as an individual but-'Z benefitted the 
industry, then it was not an ethics violation. Hearing rib^further 
comments, the motion passed with opposition fromxCommissioners 
Felterman, Denmon and Stone. Then^,.Commissioner Sagrera made a
motion for the Department to facilitate sav meeting with^all of the 
industry so everyone could become united\ Commissioner Mouton 
seconded the motion. Chairman Busbice askedXLf the meeting should 
include farmers, trappers, landowners, and Council^ ,/Commissioner 
Sagrera answered it should include all aspects-of the industry. 
Commissioner Denmon stated^he agreed with the intent of the motion, 
but felt there was no need for a' formal motion. Mr. Bowman stated, 
as soon as the Legislature adjoins, the Department would get with 
all of the people involved and have a thorough discussion on this 
issue as well as others. No action was taken on the motion.

(The full text of the Resolution is 
, \  made a part of the record.)
\  \\ \  RESOLUTION

\" ~ \ \Suspension of a Portion, of the Alligator Hide Tag Fee
adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
/ May 6, 2004

, R. S . 56: 27 9/(A) established the Alligator Resource Fund
recognizing that the Louisiana alligator industry is a 
vital aspect of Louisiana's economic base, that one state 
agency,-' the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has 
provided the impetus for inception and development of the 
total alligator conservation program, and ’

R.S. 56:279(A) further recognized the urgent need to 
support the alligator industry with a comprehensive 
research and development program and recognizing the need

WHEREAS

WHEREAS
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to staff and fund the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries with adequate personnel in order to service 
this industry's needs, and

WHEREAS R.S. 56:279 (B) specified the goals of the Alligator 
Resource Fund, and provided specific requirements 
regarding the income and expenditures from the Alligator 
Resource Fund, and

WHEREAS R.S. 56:266 established The Louisiana -FurXandx Alligator 
Advisory Council providing that the / Council xshall be 
responsible for reviewing and - approving recommended 
procedures, programs and contracts‘,to be fundedxfrom the 
Louisiana Alligator Resource- Fund/ andx \  y\

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

R.S. 56:253C (2) (a) established the alligatorxhide tag fee 
shall be no more than four dollars for each rawx alligator 
skin to be shipped, used for taxidermy,\gr tanned, âncl

in September 2002, the Wildlife andxFisheries Commission 
suspended $2.00 of the $4.00 ’tagv fee for a period of 2 
years or until such time this Commission takes further 
action, whichever occurs first, now \

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby suspend $1.00 of the $4.00 alligator hide tag 
fee for two years ,pr until this Commission takes further 
action, whichever occurs first,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby authorize the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to take any actions necessary, on 
the Commission's behalf, to develop a Declaration of 
Emergency, \Notice of Intent, Fiscal and Economic Impact 
Statement, and Final Rule to comply with this resolution.

- -- \  \  / ____________________________________Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman'" Dwight Landreneau, Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission \ •' Fisheries

/Public Comments - 2004-05 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA Hunting 
Rules & Regulations was handled by Mr. Jimmy Anthony. He began 
stating there have not been a lot of comments received on hunting 
seasons, but the most contentious still was the two buck limit. He 
did offer four changes for the Commission's consideration. The 
first was to change the deer hunting dates in Area 6 and the 
recommendation was to flip flop the first muzzleloader season with 
the still season. The still season would start November 20 and run 
through December 5 and the first muzzleloader season would go from 
December 6 through December 10. The second recommendation, which
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was discussed at the April Meeting, was to move the eastern part of 
Area 8 back into Area 2. After staff looked at the request, they 
were satisfied that the majority of the hunters in that area wanted 
the change. Next recommendation was on a problem with the 
Coastwide Nutria Control Program and the recreational shooting of 
nutria. The coastwide program is south of I-10 and 1-12 and there 
have been a lot of activity occurring above the zone. The 
Department does not have a mechanism to control that activity, so 
it has been advised to tighten the language. Thex recommendation 
was to have a 5 daily bag limit, hunters must remoye <the nutria 
intact, hunters cannot be in possession of any detached nutria 
parts and they are not allowed to sell/ any part of the nutria. 
Commissioner Stone stated the hunters would have to detach the tail 
at some point. Mr. Anthony stated this recommendation was outside 
of the control area and the area south of- ' 1-10 was a sign-up 
program. Chairman Busbice asked if the recommendation would impede 
the nutria removal program and Mr. Anthony answered no.\ The last 
recommendation was to include the Sherburne WMA and those .private 
lands enclosed within Sherburne in the 6 point tri-parish rule. 
Staff wanted to see how a restriction such as this would affect a 
WMA. Commissioner Mouton asked if a motion ̂ was needed for each 
item. Mr. Anthony stated it could be done^ together or/separate. 
He added that the squirrel season extensiohxdiscussed/earlier in 
the meeting needed to be voted on--again. Commissioner Mouton 
stated he has received calls:from rabbit hunters in Area 6 that 
wanted the rabbit season tp̂  go until March 10 or March 15 and asked 
what the Department felt./ Mr. Anthony stated they really could not 
answer it, but noted complaints are being received from hunters 
that are taking pregnant females'toward the/ end of February. He 
suggested looking into the issue before offering a change. 
Commissioner Denmon asked when does rabbit season end now and 
Chairman Busbice responded stating at the end of February. Mr. 
Bowman staled the Department was recommending all of the changes, 
but noted he has received several calls on the move of that portion 
of Area 8 back into Area 2 from , hunters who already had their 
vacations scheduled. He informed the Commission staff was going to 
develop a series of opening dates for seasons and have them 
constant for a three to five year period. Chairman Busbice asked 
if the Area 8 season was longer than Area 2? Mr. Bowman stated it 
was an earlier, season. Chairman Busbice asked for public comments 
and none were heard. .He then suggested Mr. Anthony read the 
changes again. Mr. Anthony noted again the first change was to 
flip flop the muzzleloader and still season in Area 6, move the 
eastern portion of Area 8 into Area 2, include the nutria hunting 
regulations changes, include Sherburne WMA in the 6 point rule, 
extend squirrel season to February 28 and buck limit. Commissioner 
Denmon made a motion to modify the Notice of Intent in accordance 
with the first five items, excluding the two buck limit. 
Commissioner Broussard seconded the motion and it passed with no 
opposition.
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Chairman Busbice asked if the Commission wanted to amend the buck 
limits? Commissioner Mouton made a motion to amend the Notice of 
Intent to allow 6 deer with no two buck limit, which would be the 
same as last year. Commissioner Broussard seconded the motion. 
Commissioner Denmon stated he wanted to speak against the motion. 
Data shows that about 85 percent of hunters in the United States 
and Louisiana are in favor of quality deer management. He realized 
that a lot of public comment was received on this topic, but 
thought the Commission was moving toward quality deer management by 
making the deer limit change. Commissioner Sagrera^felt the two 
buck limit was an unenforceable regulation, but ,agreed there was a 
need to move into some direction. Commissioner/Denmon stated, the 
two buck limit may be unenforceable, but added that all rules are 
unenforceable. He felt the majority of the-'sportsmen would .want 
the Commission to take a step in the direction''of,v quality’ deer 
management. Commissioner Denmon noted it wa/s,x/b‘etter to do 
something than to do nothing. Chairman Busbice stated he has 
gotten a lot of calls opposing the change. Commissioner Stone 
reminded Commissioner Denmon that Mr. Dave Moreland stated the deer 
herd was not sick, that the numbers were not decreasing and that 
the browse was still good. Commissioner 'Dehmohxresponded by saying 
“do you want quality deer or quantity deer?" 'Commissioner Stone 
stated he wanted his grandchild to be able ,to kill a' nice deer 
whether he has two points or fifteen.-.. Chairman Busbice asked for 
public comments.

Mr. Casey Dufour, a hunter from Avoyelles Parish, stated his club 
has practiced quality deer management for the last several years. 
He noted they were justvseeing the benefits of their efforts. He 
encouraged the Commission to oppose the motion.

Mr. Phil Bowman restated that .this meeting would be the last time 
the Commission could ̂ change the deer limit. Commissioner Stone 
stated If there was ''going to be 'ax change to two bucks, then there 
was a need for a tagging system that would help enforce the 
proposal. Chairman Busbicexstated- the motion was to go back to six 
deer. Mr,; Bowman stated the original proposal was to limit a 
hunter to two antlered bucks per season per person. Now there was 
a motion to 'put the limit back to the way it was last year, with a 
6 deer limit. --.This proposal was part of the permanent rule and if 
the motion passed, there could be no further discussion on it at 
the June or July meetings.

-
Commissioner Felterma'n agreed with Commissioner Denmon and offered 
a substitute motion to go with a six deer limit but only three can 
be bucks. Commissioner Denmon seconded the motion. The motion on 
the substitute mdtion failed with opposition from Chairman Busbice 
and Commissioners Broussard, Sagrera, Stone and Mouton. Going back 
to the original motion by Commissioner Mouton and seconded by 
Commissioner Broussard, the motion passed with opposition from 
Commissioners Felterman and Denmon.
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Chairman Bill Busbice asked if anyone from the Wildlife Federation 
was at the meeting for the Discussion of Mandatory Deer and Turkey 
Harvest Record System. Seeing no one, Mr. Bowman reported there 
was a bill by Representative Townsend going through the Legislature 
now to enact a report card system for deer and turkeys. The actual 
rules and regulations would be developed by the Commission. 
Chairman Busbice asked if the bill was still pending? Mr. Bowman 
stated it has passed the House Committee and was waiting to be 
heard on the House Floor. /X

Discussion of Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) Rules and 
Regulations began with Chairman Bill Busbi'ce asking if there were 
options to modify the DMAP program andz theh> asked Mr. Bowman to 
bring the Commission up to date. But -first fhezXstated the program 
was working quite fine. Mr. Bowman stated \ staff has had 
discussions on how other states DMAP systems workx.x the states of 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina apply their program 
differently than Louisiana. One difference was-., the DMAP tags 
allows a hunter to exceed the limit on antlerless deer. In the 
state of Mississippi, there was a proposal where DMA'P hunters do 
not have to abide by the daily or season limits-on antlerless deer. 
All of this allows property owners more flexibility in managing 
their properties and controlling their deer herds. -'Mr. Bowman 
looked forward to additional discussions on this top>izc. Chairman 
Busbice expressed appreciation on the update and hoped to have 
something by the next meeting- after Wildlife meets with 
Enforcement. One situation .a change could help ̂ was if a landowner 
had too many deer and not enough hunters, then/more deer could be 
harvested. Mr. Bowman assured the Commission that if a change did 
occur, it would be devised in a way that could be enforced.

A Notice of Intent Nuisance Control Operator Permit Rules and
Regulations was presented by "Mr. Jimmy Ernst. He stated the 
proposed Resolution and^Notice of-Jntent would establish rules for 
the Nuisance Wildlifex\Cohtrol Operator Permit. This permit was 
established in 1986, but no^rules were ever developed. Chairman 
Busbice asked for a brief explanation of the program. Mr. Ernst 
stated this program was•to control commercial nuisance animals, 
which included the species the Department regulates. Chairman 
Busbice asked if beaver would fall in this program. Commissioner 
Felterman stated his area has a severe beaver problem and felt this 
program would help take care of that problem. Mr. Ernst read a 
portion of the rule that would allow a landowner or his designee to 
remove beaver from their property without a special permit. 
Chairman Busbice then asked Mr. Ernst to read the Therefore Be It 
Resolved portion- of the Resolution. Hearing no comments, 
Commissioner Sagrera made a motion to accept the Resolution. 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion and it passed with no 
opposition.
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(The full text of the Resolution and 
Notice of Intent are made a part of 
the record.)

RESOLUTION
Rules and Regulations - Nuisance Wildlife 

Control Operator Program 
adopted by the

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
May 6, 2004

z
WHEREAS, a variety of wildlife species in urban and suburban areas 

of Louisiana are relatively numerous andx frequent animal- 
human conflicts occur, and - ,x

WHEREAS, the Department of Wildlife andxFisheries/wishes, to remain 
committed to nuisance wildlife .assistance.,and pfoyide^fbr 
the disposition of these conflicts, and \

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

R.S. 56:112 provides for the '-■Secretary to 'direct any 
reputable citizen of this stateXto take and dispose of 
such nuisance species of birds \^r quadrupeds under 
conditions specified by thex Secretary, and/

/in June of 1986 . the-. Wildlife— and Fisheries Commission 
established the "Nuisance Wildlife Control Operators 
permit. now \ x z \ /

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the attached Notice of Intent 
establishing rules and ' regulations to regulate the 
conduct ofx those persons who are issued a Nuisance 
Wildlif e--xControl Operator permit be approved by the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.\ \

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman Dwight Landreneau, Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

\
NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commissionz

The Wildl'ifeXand Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 
of its intent tby promulgate a Rule (LAC 76:V.127) to regulate the 
conduct of persons issued a Nuisance Wildlife Control Operator's 
permit. Authority for adoption of this rule is included in the 
Louisiana Constitution, Article IX, Section 7, R.S. 56:1, R.S. 
56:5, R.S. 56:6 (10), and (15), and R.S. 56:112, et seq.
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Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

PART V. WILD QUADRUPEDS AND WILD BIRDS
Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds
§127. Nuisance Wildlife Control Operator Program \ ̂

2. NWCO's are defined as inclividualsx-who offer their 
services for commercial control of nuisance wild mammals.

\
B. Permit Requirements

1. The applicant must achieve a\ minimum score of 70 
percent on the NWCO examination. The examination shall consist of 
75 questions relating to wildlife biology and behavior, nuisance 
animal control methods andyprocedures and nuisance^wildlife control 
laws, rules and regulations'.

^  '  z ' '2. Anyone/who has been convicted of a Class II or 
greater wildlife violation 'in Louisiana, /or the equivalent in 
another state within the past three_..{-3) years, or has been 
convicted of_a felony^ in Louisiana or another state, shall not be 
eligible'for a NWCO permit. ^Also, any person who's hunting or 
trapping license privileges are revoked and is not legally able to 
purchase a trapping dr hunting license shall not be allowed to 
possess or operate under the authority of a NWCO permit.

 ̂ ' \ \ /3. The NWCO Permit is not valid unless it is 
accompanied by a valid :Louisiana Trapping license and a valid 
Louisiana Basic hunting license, all three of which must be carried 
at all times while conducting NWCO activities.

C. Exemptions /

1. . Employees of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries/ (/the Department") the Louisiana Department of 
Agriculture and Forestry, the Louisiana Department of 
Transportation and Development and the USDA/APHIS/Wildlife Services 
are exempt from all NWCO permit requirements while they are on 
duty. Also, city, parish or local municipal government employees 
assigned to animal control duties are exempt from permit 
requirements while on duty.
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D . Reporting Requirements

1. Nuisance Wildlife Complaint Forms must be kept by 
NWCO's for a period of three (3) years. Report forms shall detail:

a. Date the nuisance wildlife complaint was
received

b. Parish in which complaint originated

c. Species of offending wildlife \
(  /d. Action taken and disposition of offending' / \ \ *

"2. Report forms shall be available for inspection at 
all times by Wildlife Enforcement Agents or any/other^authorized 
representatives of the Department. x . -

wildlife

3 . A summary of all nuisance wildlife control activity 
is to be submitted annually. The report shallXinclude all control 
activity carried out during the effective dates' of the permit and 
must include the following information:

number.
a. NWCO name,, permit -number, address and telephone

animal 

species.

b. The parish of activity and species of offending
/  x’ /' \ /

c. / Total number of animals taken, listed by

Reports may be submitted as much as one month prior 
to the expiration date, of the permit but no later than 10 days 
after the expiration date of the/permit.

4 . Any NWCO who does not submit his/her report by the 
10ch day after the expiration date of the permit, or who submits a 
false report shall be issued a citation for violation of Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission rules and regulations and, if 
convicted, will be considered to have forfeited said permit.

E. Procedures-' and Guidelines

1. -The NWCO permit authorizes the holder to capture, 
euthanize or relocate designated species of wildlife by safe and 
effective means at any time of the year and without limits provided 
the operator is acting on a valid, documented wildlife complaint.

2. The following procedures and guidelines for NWCO 
permittees shall be in effect to establish what species of wildlife

25



may be taken under the authority of this permit, the legal methods 
that may be used to control nuisance wildlife under the authority 
of this permit, and the legal methods of disposing of nuisance 
wildlife.

a. Only wildlife damage or nuisance complaints 
affecting humans and/or their property are considered valid 
complaints. Complaints involving conflicts between two or more 
species of wildlife are not valid nuisance wildlife complaints.

b. NWCO permittees are only authorized, to live 
trap and relocate, live trap and euthanize orx lethally /trap the 
following species when such action is warranted by a valid nuisance 
wildlife complaint: armadillo, beaver, bobcat,̂ coyote, feral hogs, 
fox, mink, mole, muskrat, nutria, opossum, otter,., rabbit, raccoon, 
squirrel (including flying squirrel) and skunk. ^Nuisance birds, 
reptiles and amphibians may be controlled as provided by existing 
law. Bats may be controlled by exclusion orXby capture ^and 
relocation only. Bats shall not be controlled xby any "lethal 
methods. \  /\ \

x  ' V  \  \c . The NWCO permit does NOT authorize the capture 
and/or handling of white-tailed deer, bears, turkeys or/alligators.

\d . The sale,/trade,--barter, gifting or retention 
of any wildlife or part thereof', taken under the authority of a NWCO 
permit is prohibited EXCEPT' that furbearers taken during the open 
trapping season may be sold as provided- by law'. Sick or injured 
wildlife may be delivered to a licensed wildlife rehabilitator for 
rehabilitation purposes within 24 hours of,capture.

. e. NWCO permittees must follow all state and 
federal laws, rulesx and regulations that apply to the taking of 
wildlife, with the exception of season dates and bag limits, except 
as otherwise provided in this section.

f-. All wildlife taken under a NWCO permit shall be 
taken and disposed of in a manner to ensure safe and effective 
handling and/or euthanasia. Euthanasia of a captured animal is to 
be performed \ under the guidelines adopted by the American 
Veterinary Medical Association.

/g. Traps or other capture devices set for live 
capture shall be checked a minimum of once every 24 hours and all 
animals removed. /All traps and other capture devices shall be 
marked with permanent tags bearing the name, address and telephone 
number of the NWCO.

h. Only legal methods of take, as provided by 
existing law, shall be authorized under the NWCO permit. In
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addition to legal traps and snares, nets and capture by hand are 
authorized.

i. All traps and other capture devices shall be 
set in a manner that:

animals;
i. will minimize the risk to non-target

ii . will minimize the risk/to'the'xpublic and
to pets; and / \

/iii. is out of the view of the general- public.

j . The NWCO permit does notvauthorize the use of 
firearms, EXCEPT that nutria, beaver, coyotes, armadillos and feral 
hogs where legal, may be taken as provided by existing law-. 
Firearms may also be used in accordance with the xAmerican 
Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) guidelines 'bn euthanasia. 
Discharge of any firearms shall be subject"to >all state, parish and 
municipal restrictions and ordinances. , ’ \  \

k. When relocation is authorized, the NWCO may 
have the wildlife in possession for no more than 24/hours unless 
specifically authorized by the Department.

l. Wildlife that .is relocated shall be released at 
least five (5) miles outside of any cityx limit, and must be released 
within the state of Louisiana:.

m. /Wildlife., shall not be,-released on private land 
without written permission ofxthe landowner or landowner designee.

' \  \n. Wildlife shall not be released on public land 
without first obtaining written permission from the governmental 
entity owning or administering the release property.

- \ \  . z
o . Captured wildlife that appears to be sick or 

injured shall be turned over to a licensed rehabilitator or 
euthanized rather than be relocated. Burial or incineration of 
these carcasses is required.

p. Raccoons and skunks shall not be relocated and 
shall be euthanized,^/within 12 hours of capture, in accordance with 
the current American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) 
guidelines on euthanasia.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with the Louisiana 
Constitution, Article IX, Section 7, R.S. 56:1, R.S. 56:5, R.S. 
56:6 (10), and (15), and R.S. 56:112, et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR
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The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 
final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact‘statements, the filing of the notice of intent 
and final rule and the preparation of reports and correspondence to 
other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit written commenbs\relative to the 
proposed rule to James Ernst, Fur & Refuge Divi si/on ̂ Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000, 
prior to Tuesday July 6, 2004. / /

In accordance with Act No. 1183 -of 1999,x the Department- of 
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries 'Commission hereby 
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
Notice of Intent. This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B). . \ v z

Bill A. Busbice, Jr. 
Chairman ' <

Discussion & Notice of Intent - Moratorium on Taking of Alligator 
Snapping Turtles began with Commissioner Terry Dehmgn stating he 
was approached by Senator Barham -on. -this issue .\ The Senator has 
done a lot of research on turtles/ and wanted to put a moratorium on 
the commercial taking of alligator snapping turtles. Senator 
Barham maintains that Louisiana is thexohly^remaining state that 
does not have a prohibition) on \the commercial taking of those 
turtles. Commissioner Denmon stated, after talking with Mr. 
Bowman, he found that the Department ..was .doing a study, but it was 
not quite completei\ Placing a moratorium would not adversely 
affect trappers. Commissioner"Denmon then made a motion to adopt 
a Declaration of Emergency placing a moratorium on the taking of 
wild alligator snapping turtles commercially until further notice 
by the Commission. Commissioner Mouton seconded the motion. Mr. 
Bowman informed the Commission that a Notice of Intent would also 
be needed to make it a permanent rule. Chairman Busbice questioned 
whether this proposal would affect turtle trappers and could a 
moratorium be .enforced. Major Keith LaCaze stated there are two 
methods to catch'turtles. He then explained that the methods were 
with a trap and on trot lines incidentally. Mr. Bowman noted 
Senator Barham's Resolution was not for all snapping turtles, but 
just the alligator snapping turtle. Commissioner Denmon stated he 
was familiar-^ with both methods and understood the problem of 
catching that -animal on a hook. Commissioner Sagrera asked how 
would enforcement determine a person was taking commercially or 
recreationally. Major LaCaze stated, if the ban was for the 
commercial take, then anyone commercially licensed for reptiles and 
amphibians cannot possess them. Commissioner Stone felt the motion 
should read possession. Commissioner Felterman asked if the intent
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of the motion was to not allow the take at all or just 
commercially. Commissioner Denmon stated it was commercially. 
Commissioner Stone then noted a commercial fisherman could go out 
and take the turtles and say he does not have a commercial license. 
Chairman Busbice felt more studying should be done on the wording. 
Commissioner Denmon stated if a person has a commercial fishing 
license and catches a turtle, then he commercially took that 
turtle. Major LaCaze reminded the Commission agents have the 
ability, at any time, to call in and see if a person is licensed 
commercially. But he did note there could be a problem .separating 
whether a person was engaged in an activity recreat Tonally or 
commercially. Commissioner Stone again ,as'ked what was wrong with 
including possession in the motion. Several Commissioners like 
that idea. However, Major LaCaze stated there \were the farmers 
that would have to be considered. Commissioner''Denmon emphasized 
that he had "wild" in the motion and that the intentXwas to slow 
down the harvest of those turtles. Chairman Busbice\suggested 
there was a need for rules as a Notice of Intent instead pf^ a 
Declaration of Emergency. Mr. Bowman stated thatx was good, it 
would become effective within 120 days ahd-xdid notxnow whether 
Senator Barham's Resolution was forximmedia^e action or through the 
rulemaking process. Commissioner Denmon statedxhe would not have 
a problem if someone amended the motion to xdo a xNotice of Intent 
only. Commissioner Sagrera amended Commissioner Denmon's motion to 
make it a Notice of Intent and it was seconded by Commissioner. 
Stone. The motion passed,-with-, no opposition. /

Mr. John Sturgis began his item, National Fishing Week Resolution,
by reading the Therefore Be It Resolved which declared the week of 
May 31-June 6, 2004 as Fishing Week. It also declared that June 5 
& 6 are Free Fishing Days where both residents and non-residents 
can fish in„the State without having to purchase a recreational 
fishing license. Commissioner Stone made a motion to accept the 
Resolution and it was seconded by Commissioner Felterman. This 
motion passed unanimously.

\ Xv \ (The full text of the Resolution is 
made a part of the record.)

\ ; :
X. RESOLUTION

/
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

WHEREAS, sportfishing provides recreation for more than sixty 
mi 11 ion''Americans of all ages, giving families a healthy, 
shared outdoor activity, and

WHEREAS, sportfishing, through the payment of millions of dollars 
annually for licenses, taxes and fees, has provided the 
funding for federal and state programs that contributes
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significantly to the preservation and protection of our 
natural environment, and

WHEREAS, the estimated 970,000 plus sportfishermen in Louisiana 
spend in excess of $703 million annually, and

WHEREAS, Act 301 of the 1987 Louisiana Legislature authorizes the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to declare no 
more than two free recreational fishingMays each year,
and / \.-X_

WHEREAS, Free Fishing Days during National Fishing Week would 
provide an excellent opportunity tb>introduce additional 
individuals to the wholesome outdoor activity of fishing.

\ \ ^NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we the undersigned members of 
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission do hereby 
officially declare the week of May 31 June 6, .200.4- as

FISHING WEEK
-in the State of Louisiana, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that June 5- &x 6, 2004 "are hereby declared 
free recreational fishing,days, during which residents 
and non-residents may exercise the ^privileges of a 
licensed recreational fisherman;without purchase of any 
otherwise necessary recreatidna'l fishing license.

/  'V. /
Date: May 6, 2004 / / ■'

Bill A. Busbice, Jr. 
Chairman

Wayne Sagrera 
Vice-Chairman

Henry Mouton Terry Denmon

Lee Felterman H. Jerry Stone

Billy Broussard / Dwight Landreneau, Secretary/
/

Major Keith LaCaze/ handled the first Enforcement item, Academic 
Achievement Recognition of Sr. Agent Wesley Walker. He stated Sr. 
Agent Walker was from Region 1, Caddo Parish, and has been busy 
obtaining his Criminal Justice degree. His cumulative grade point 
average was 3.43 and he has a 3.7 GPA at LSU Shreveport. Besides 
being a full time student, Sr. Agent Walker is a very active field 
officer that does an excellent job. Before coming on with the
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Department, he served in the U.S. Coast Guard. Sr. Agent Walker 
not only serves as an agent for Caddo Parish but is also a Public 
Information Officer. He is married and has two boys, noted Major 
LaCaze. The recognition was for Sr. Agent Walker's academic 
achievement and a plaque was presented at this time.

Copies of the Monthly Law Enforcement Report for April was provided 
by Major Keith LaCaze. If anyone had any questions. Major LaCaze 
stated he would be glad to answer them.

/
Commissioner Henry Mouton stated House Bill 267, JMaurepasxSwamp WMA 
Resolution was a bill by Representative xFaucheux. The Mellon 
Foundation donated the WMA to the Department . ;> Iri>the donation, all 
hunting leases were cancelled and the Department notified all camp' 
owners their camps were to be removed. The- camp, owners did hot 
want to remove their camps and have since filed a Temporary 
Restraining Order. This has put the Department infviolation of the 
Deed of Donation. Commissioner Mouton then read the Therefore- Be 
It Resolved portion of a Resolution. He then made a motion to 
support the Resolution.- Commissioner Denmon seconded the motion 
and it passed with no opposition.

(The full texi\of the Resolution is 
/made a part of the record. )

a  RESOLUTION >
/ v - ■ : /PRIVATE CAMPS ON WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS AND REFUGES 

LOUISIANA/WILDLIFE^ ANdXfISHERIES7 COMMISSION

\  MAY 6, 2004\WHEREAS, the Louisiana --Department of Wildlife and Fisheries owns 
and/or managesx approximately 1.5 million acres as 
Wildlife Management Areas and Refuges, under the 
jurisdiction of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission, for the xpurpose of protecting wild birds, 
animals, and their habitats, while promoting hunting, 
fishing and other outdoor recreational activities for the 
public, and,

/WHEREAS, - it has been/a long-standing policy of the Commission to 
not permit private camps, or dwellings on the
Department's Wildlife Management Areas and Refuges, and,

WHEREAS, over 2’55 private camps, houses, and/or house boats have 
been removed from the Department's WMA and refuges in the 
past, and,
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WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Commission to reaffirm this long
standing policy and to oppose any land transfer that 
would allow private camps to remain on such property, as 
the Commission believes such action is not in the best 
interest of the citizens of the state and interferes with 
the public's use of the Wildlife Management Areas and 
Refuges, now,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Commission reaffirms the long
standing policy of not allowing private camps on 
Wildlife Management Areas and Refuges and is opposed to 
any land transfer that would/ allow/ private ,camps to 
remain on such property. / "x

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman 
LA Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

Dwight Landren'eau,\Secretary 
LA Department/of Wildlife & 
Fisheries \  "X / y

Notice of Intent - Amend By-Laws began with Commissioner Henry 
Mouton stating a bill has been introclucedxby axSenator 'to tfell the 
Commission the Chairman will be elected 'at the January Meeting 
instead of the December Meeting^ He then made axmotidn to amend 
the By-Laws to elect the Chairman ..-and Vice-Chairman--' in January. 
Commissioner Sagrera asked what will happen atxthe" January 2005 
Meeting when the current Chairman's term may expire. Mr. Fred 
Whitrock stated the Vice-Chairman would conduct the meeting. 
Commissioner Felterman asked that the issue. be explained again. 
Commissioner Mouton stated that Senator Dupre was pushing a bill to 
make the Commission elect their Chairman in /January. Commissioner 
Stone suggested waiting to see what would happen. Commissioner 
Mouton asked if the^bill has passed. Commissioner Denmon thought 
the Commission would want to take action to oppose the bill and 
noted he could seeNsome problems with holding an election in 
January instead of December. Commissioner Broussard pointed out 
that the bill, refers to officers of the Commission meaning both the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman which could cause total confusion. 
Commissioner Mouton changed his' motion to oppose the bill and send 
a Resolution noting such or just to take no action. Mr. Don 
Puckett informed the Commission that new members are appointed in 
January. If the election was held in January, it would be 
conducted by all the people that would serve during that year 
rather than officers,./ being elected by outgoing members. The 
Senator's bill passed through the Senate Committee and was on its 
way to the Senate Floor. Mr. Puckett added that if the Commission 
would amend their' By-Laws, then the Senator may remove his bill. 
Commissioner Mouton then withdrew his motion on item 17.

Going back to the item on Senate Bill 559 on Aquaculture; 
Commissioner Stone read a Resolution for the record. Commissioner 
Mouton made a motion to accept the Resolution read by Commissioner
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Stone opposing Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington. Commissioner 
Broussard seconded the motion and it passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution is 
made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES/ X  x.May 6, 2004

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Constitution provides;-that the control and 
supervision of the wildlife of the' state, including, all 
aquatic life, is vested with the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission; \ x

WHEREAS, with the exception of catfish,and crawfish, thevcurrent 
statutes have clearly and historically placed aquaculture 
under the control and supervision of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission' and the \ Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries; ,

WHEREAS, it is the primary purpose-of the Louisiaha/Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission to' protect the\ wildlife of the 
state, including, the /aquatic- resources of the state, 
including all ihdigerious species, and/their habitat;

■ \  : x - , \ /
WHEREAS, Senate Bill^\559 transfers substantial control and 

supervision over aquaculture to the Louisiana Department 
of Agriculture andxForestry, including establishing the 
Aquaculture Council, in that Department, licensing of 
aquaculture-̂ facilities, regulation of aquaculture 
species, Xancix enforcement over most aspects of 
aquaculturex This substantially diminishes the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission's control and 
supervision over the aquatic resources of the state by 
granting the Commissioner of Agriculture at least equal 
if not greater authority over aquatic species;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission respectfully opposes passage of Senate Bill 
559 and respectfully requests the Louisiana Senate and 
House of Representatives to vote against this bill.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, should Senate Bill 559 pass the Louisiana 
Senate and House of Representatives, the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission respectfully requests 
Governor Blanco to veto this bill.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
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Commission requests that a copy of this Resolution be 
delivered to Governor Blanco and to each member of the 
Louisiana Senate and each member of the Louisiana House 
of Representatives.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Discussion of and Action on Offer in Settlement of Assessed Penalty 
in In the Matter of J.P. & Sons Dredging. Div. of Ad. Law, Docket 
No. 2004-1991-WF and In the Matter of Kass Brothers. Inc.. Div. of 
Ad. Law, Docket No. 2004-1992-WF [Executive Session pursuant to 
R.S. 42:6.1(A)(2)] began with Mr. Don Puckett stating a motion, a 
second and approval was needed to take this matter up in Executive 
Session. Commissioner Mouton made a motion to take\the meeting 
into Executive Session and it was seconded /by Commissioner 
Felterman. \  X\
Mr. Joe Macaluso, The Advocate, asked why\was this being taken up 
in Executive Session when it was previously ciiscussedXn an open 
meeting. He felt the public should be informedxas to exactly what 
the fines were in the matter.I Mr. Puckett seated /it was his 
recommendation to consider an' offer-xof an amountXless than the 
assessed value. The reasons(for taking that amount* into account 
are why it needed to be^diseus’sed in— Executive Session. Mr. 
Puckett reminded the Commission .they could not/ take any action 
approving a specific amount except in open session. Mr. Macaluso 
stated the Commission' s..,\ vote) was - made in open meeting to take a 
certain amount of money. He' then\ questioned why a counter offer 
was not allowed to' be discussed in. open// session. Mr. Puckett 
explained that part of the discussion would center on the strengths 
and weaknesses of the Department's case. Again Mr. Macaluso 
pointed out that the Commission opened the door to the discussion. 
Commissioner Stone felt after the case was settled would be the 
appropriate time to let the public know. why the settlement was 
accepted. Mr. Puckett stated\the Commission was required to assess 
the amount of damage, penalties or royalties in open session and 
that law was followed. There was a settlement proposition being 
considered and, Mr. Puckett felt it appropriate to be discussed in 
Executive Session since it would involve talking about the 
strengths and weaknesses of the case. Hearing no further 
discussion, the motion passed.

Reconveningx from /Executive Session, Mr. Whitrock stated the 
Commission passedza resolution at the December Meeting that would 
assess a penalty against J.P. & Sons Dredging LLC and Kass 
Brothers, Inc. J.P. & Sons was the company that dredged 
approximately 150,000 cubic yards of fill material into pits owned 
by Kass Brothers for all or part of 35 days. This activity was 
done without applying for and acquiring a permit from the
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Department. Also, they did not submit a bond that was required. 
When the Department found out about the activity, staff notified 
J.P. Sc Sons and they submitted a check for the royalties of 
$29,968.84. The Commission assessed a penalty of $1,000 per day 
against both companies for dredging fill material without a permit. 
This case was referred to the Division of Administrative Law. J.P. 
& Sons and Kass Brothers have jointly offered to settle the claim 
for $20,000. Mr. Whitrock admitted they have weighed the chances 
of success in court, the financial conditions of thekcompanies, the 
possibility of different outcomes and felt the offerNof'*'$20,000 was 
a fair and equitable settlement. He then asked/ the Commission to 
accept the settlement offer. Commissioner^ Felterman asked what 
could have been the maximum fine. Mr/ Whitrock stated -it could 
have been approximately $37,000. He then read .the Therefore,^ Be.. It 
Resolved portion of the Resolution. _ Commissioner/..Stone madex a 
motion to accept the Resolution and it was seconded^by Commissioner 
Sagrera. The motion passed with no opposition. < \_

(The full text of the\Resolution is 
made a.part/of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES xCOMMISSION•

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND\FISHERIES

■ May 6, 2004

WHEREAS, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries previously 
determined that J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass 
Brothers, /Inc. were jointly responsible for dredging 
approximately 150,000 cubic yards of fill sand and fill 
material from the Mississippi River in Jefferson Parish, 
'Louisiana^during thexperiod of approximately July 18 - 
September x24 ,\2003, with the material being deposited 
into pits owned\by Kass Brothers, Inc.

\  \  /WHEREAS, -this 'dredging^ wasx done without a permit from the 
Department as is required by Chapter 12 of Title 56 of 
the Louisiana (Revised Statutes, particularly La. R.S. 
56:2011:

WHEREAS, after the dredging was completed, J.P. & Sons Dredging, 
L.L.C. submitted a permit application along with a check 
in the amount of $29,968.84, which represents the 
royalties"- due for the dredging.

WHEREAS, during the December 4, 2003 meeting, the Commission,
pursuant to La. R.S. 56:2012, assessed a penalty in the 
amount of $1,000.00 per day jointly against J.P. & Sons 
Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. for each day 
that dredging occurred without a permit.
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WHEREAS, the Department, pursuant to the December 2003 Resolution, 
referred the claim to the Division of Administrative Law, 
where the claim was filed as In the Matter of J.P. & Sons 
Dredging, Docket No. 2004-1991-WF and In the Matter of 
Kass Brothers, Inc., Docket No. 2004-1992-WF.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

J.P. Sc Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. have 
offered $20,000 in payment to settle the outstanding 
penalty assessment.

/ \  ' 1
the Department, after weighing the risks of litigation 
with the benefits of the offer, believes this amount 
represents a fair and appropriate., settlement and 
recommends that the Commission accept the settlement 
offer. X  \ .

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Commission hereby accepts,, the offer 
by J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C'. and Kass, Brothers, Inc. 
of $20,000 in settlement of \the outstanding penalty 
assessed by the Commission, at thezDecemberXx2003 meeting 
and directs the secretary/to take allxaction as, necessary 
to finalize the settlement. \  \. /

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  , " " X _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ \ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ X / _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman / Dwight Landreneau, Secretary 
Wildlife and Fisheries - \ / /Department bf Wildlife and
Commission / \ •' Fisheries /

The Commissioners agreed to 'hold the September 2004 Meeting on 
Thursday, September .2, 2004,/beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Baton 
Rouge Headquarters.

Chairman Busbice then, asked for Public Comments and none were 
heard.

There being no. further business, Commissioner Denmon made a motion 
to Adjourn the meeting and it 'was seconded by Commissioner Sagrera.

Dwight Landreneau 
Secretary.

DL:scf
x

36



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA W ILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMM ISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF W ILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

May 6, 2004

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Constitution provides that the control and supervision o f  the
wildlife o f the state, including all aquatic life, is vested with the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission;

WHEREAS, with the exception o f  catfish and crawfish, the current statutes have clearly
and historically placed aquaculture under the control and supervision o f 
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and the Louisiana 
Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries;

WHEREAS, it is the prim ary purpose o f  the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries
Commission to protect the wildlife o f the state, including the aquatic 
resources o f  the state, including all indigenous species, and their habitat;

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 559 transfers substantial control and supervision over
aquaculture to the Louisiana Department o f  Agriculture and Forestry, 
including establishing the Aquaculture Council in that Department, 
licensing o f aquaculture facilities, regulation o f  aquaculture species, and 
enforcement over most aspects o f aquaculture. This substantially 
diminishes the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Com m ission’s control and 
supervision over the aquatic resources o f  the state by granting the 
Commissioner o f  Agriculture at least equal if  not greater authority over 
aquatic species;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission respectfully opposes passage o f Senate Bill 559 and 
respectfully requests the Louisiana Senate and House o f Representatives 
to vote against this bill.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, should Senate Bill 559 pass the Louisiana Senate and
House o f Representatives, the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries 
Commission respectfully requests Governor Blanco to veto this bill.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
requests that a copy o f this Resolution be delivered to Governor Blanco 
and to each member o f  the Louisiana Senate and each m em ber o f  the 
Louisiana House o f Representatives. /  )

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

5
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K a th le e n  B a b in e a u x  B la n c o
G o v e r n o r

B i l l  A . B u s b ic e ,  Jr.
C h a irm a n

Members 

Billy Broussard 

Terry D. Denmon 

Lee Felterman 

Henry M. Mouton 

Dr. H. Jerry Stone

State of Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

M ay 17, 2004

Wayne Sagrera 
Vice-Chairman

Honorable Kathleen Babineaux Blanco
Governor
P. O. Box 94004
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

D ear Governor Blanco:

RE: Senate Bill 559, Aquaculture

At its May 6 ,2004  meeting, the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries Commission passed 
the attached resolution relative to Senate Bill 559. In accordance with this resolution, 
I am forwarding a copy for your information and consideration.

Sincerely,

Bill A. Busbice, Jr. 
Chairman

Attachment
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K a th le e n  B a b in e a u x  B la n c o

G o v e rn o r

B ill  A . B u s b ic e , Jr .
C h a irm a n

Members 

Billy Broussard 

Terry D. Denmon 

Lee Felterman 

Henry M. Mouton 

Dr. H. Jerry Stone

State of Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

May 17, 2004

Wayne Sagrera 
Vice-Chairman

Members
Louisiana State Senate 
P. O. Box 94183 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

D ear Senator:

RE: Senate Bill 559, Aquaculture

At its May 6, 2004 meeting, the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries Commission passed 
the attached resolution relative to Senate Bill 559. In accordance with this resolution, 
I am forwarding a copy for your information and consideration.

Sincerely,

Bill A. Busbice, Jr. 
Chairman
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K a th le e n  B a b in e a u x  B la n c o
G o v e rn o r

B ill  A . B u s b ic e , Jr .

C h a irm a n

Wayne Sagrera 
Vice-Chairman

State of Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Members

May 17, 2004
Billy Broussard 

Terry D. Denmon 

Lee Felterman 

Henry M. Mouton 

Dr. H. Jerry Stone

Members
Louisiana House o f  Representative 
P. O. Box 94062 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Dear Representative:

RE: Senate Bill 559, Aquaculture

At its May 6, 2004 meeting, the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries Commission passed 
the attached resolution relative to Senate Bill 559. In accordance w ith this resolution, 
I am forwarding a copy for your information and consideration.

Sincerely,

Bill A. Busbice, Jr. 
Chairman

scf
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May 17, 2004

Members
Louisiana State Senate 
P. O. Box 94183 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Dear Members:

RE: Senate Bill 559 ,

At its M ay 6, 2004 meeting, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission passed the attached 
resolution relative to Senate Bill 559. In accordance with this resolution, I am forwarding a copy for 
your information and consideration.

Sincerely, .

£ J U l A .



May ??, 2004

f (9.
>
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\oJ2—  0 ^ . 0 ^

v O O ^ ^

onorable Kathleen Babineaux Blanco 
Governor

Members
House o f  Representatives

Members 
Senate Office

S & n t *  A i » « c ~ r + ~ r e -

In accordance with the attached Resolution passed by the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at their May 6, 2004 meeting, I am forwarding a copy o f  said R eso lu tio n .^ O '-

Sincerely,

Bill A. Busbice, Jr. 
Chairman

zuxi 'fUe.
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Bill A  Busbice, Jr. Wildlife & Fisheries Commission Kathleen Babineaux Blanco
Chairman Post Office Box 98000 Governor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225)765-2806
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M essage Page 1 o f  1

Hawkins-Falcon, Susan

From: Puckett, Don
Sent: Monday, May 10, 2004 12:08 PM

To: Hawkins-Falcon, Susan

Cc: Greeson, Cathy

Subject: Resolution(s)

Susan, Dwight instructed me to tell you that:

His signature will come off all commission resolutions in the future.

and Commission stationery needs to be developed to be signed by the chairman for forwarding resolutions to the 
legislature and for other official purposes.

5/10/2004



D w ight Landreneau 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

May 10, 2004

Kathleen Babineaux Blanco 
Governor

MEMORANDUM

TO: Bill Busbice, Jr., Chairman

FROM: Susan F a l c o n ^ ^ A ^ S ^ 11—

SUBJECT: Resolution

As per our telephone conversation, please sign the attached resolution and return to me. Then 
as directed by the Resolution, I will get copies over to the Governor’s Office and to the members o f  
the House o f  Representatives and the Senate.

Let me know if  you have any questions. Thanks.

scf

Attachment
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Advocate staff photo by Richard Alan Hannon
Shrimper Gene Adams, 56, of Lafitte, voices his opinion to members of the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission during Thursday'smeeting to set dates for the ^ow n shrimp season.

HOLE IN ONE

□  Willie Roberson
Course: Howell Park Goll Course . 
Hole, yardage: No. 3, 144 yards 
Club: 8-iron
W itnesses: Charles Davis, Pete 

Bowie, Willis Dewey. Dwight Spencer

MINOR LEAGUES
□  Texas League

Texas League 
First Hall 

Eastern Division
W L Pet. GB

Arkansas (Angels)......16 9 .640 —
Wchiia (Royals)......... 14 10 .583 I
Tulsa (Rockies)......... .13 12 520 3
Frisco (Rangers).......... 8 :7 .320 8

Western Division
W L Pet. GB 

Round Rock (Aslros) .17 9 .654 —
San Antonk) (Manners)14 10 . .583 2
Midland (Alhlelics)..... 10 15 .400 6V4
El Paso (O 'backs)......8 18 .308 9

Thursday's Games 
El Paso at Frisco 

. Midland al Arkansas 
Tulsa al Round Rock 

• Wchiia at San Anlonlo
Today's Games 

El Paso at Frisco 
Midland al Arkansas 
Tulsa al Round Rock 

' Wchiia al San Antonio

LDWF votes Jor rare
□ PCL

Pacific Coast League 
.. American Conference 

. Central Division
W L Pet. GB

Iowa (Cubs)........ ........16 12 .571 —
Albuquerque (Marlins) ,15 13 536 1

'• v i 'A  ' Col. Springs (Rockies) 13 13 .500 2

o p e n i n d  | S 1  * H i

ByJOEMACALUSO
Advocate outdoors writer"

After listening to 90 minutes of 
pleas from shrimpers working 
Louisiana’s central coast, the Lou
isiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission voted for a rare Friday 
opening for its most productive area 
for the approaching spring, inshore 
brown shrimp season.

Equally as rare was the length and 
scope of the seven-man com
mission’s agenda at its monthly 
meeting Thursday.
; Also included were six . major 

changes in the proposed 20044)5 res
ident-game hunting-seasons, includ
ing-extending the squirrel.season .to- 
a Feb. 28 close and. eliminating a con
troversial two-buck limit for the deer 
season, along with matters dealing 
with a alligator tagging fees, pro
posed aquaculture bill, a new hunt
ing license, nuisance animal control 
regulations, alligator snapping tur
tles, a land swap, settlement of a fine 
and the new company operating the 
sale of Wildlife and Fisheries licens
es..

Opening days for the spring in
shore shrimp season are May 14 in 
Zone II, May 24 in Zone I and May 31 
in -Zone III. Zone I runs from the 
Louisiana-Mississippi line to South 
Pass of the Mississippi River. Zone II 
takes ;in. the.area from South Pass 
west ..to' th e . western shoreline ,of 
Vermilion Bay, and Zone III runs 
from there west to the Lbuisiana- 
Tfexas line.

The,May 14 opener will also apply 
to . Breton and Chandeleur sounds, 
which are part of Zone I] and the area •: 
from the Atchafalaya River Ship 
Channel to the eastern shoreline of 
Freshwater Bayou. All opening days 
have a 6 a.m. start.

Commercial shrimpers from the 
Barataria and Terrebonne bays area 
said continued low dockside shrimp

Data provided by Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries' marine bi
ologists indicated that May 17 was a 
prime day to open the state's highly 
productive Zone II season, which 
takes in the Barataria-Terrebonne 
estuary.

“We waited too long last year and 
by the time the season was open, the 
(shrimp canning) factories were 
ready to close," Lafitte shrimper 
Gene Adams told, the commission. 
“That’s how many shrimp were 
caught offshore ... we need the sea
son to open earlier."
; Adams said last weekend's heavy 
rains pushed shi imp from the bays 
and into the gulf where larger 
shrimp boats were waiting. He said 
the shrimp were weighing out at 60- 
70 to the pound.

LDWF biologists work within a cri
teria that calls for opening the three 
zones when.50 percent of the brown 
shrimp reach of exceed 100 count, or 
100 to the pound.

LDWF assistant secretary John 
Roussel explained that while there 
are larger shrimp in. Barataria and 
Terrebonne areas that .'smaller 
shrimp are moving, into these areas 
throughout. May and.June. Roussel 
said using traw ls. in these areas 
before the 100-count standard is 
reached can kill the small, shrimp 
and risk lower catches as the season 
progresses.

Shrimpers .working Zone I and 
Zone: III .asked for,: later dates to 
catch larger shrimp.

Other LWFC votes impacted 
hunters across the state. Actions 
included:

• Extending the squirrel season to 
Feb. 28, the latest-ever close to this 
season;

s Vegas (Dodgers)..12 16 .429 3Vi. 
■sno (Giants).......... 10.17 ' .370 ' 5

. Las Vegas 5.

Memphis at New Orleans 
Nashville al Oklahoma 

. Omaha al Albuquerque 
Salt Lake al Tacoma 
Tucson ai Fresno

Saturday's Games 
Edmonton al Portland 
Iowa al Colorado Springs 
Las Vegas at Sacramento • 
Memphis al New Orleans 
Nashville at Oklahoma , ' . 
Omaha al Albuquerque 
Salt Lake at Tacoma';
Tucson al Fresno

TRANSACTIONS

i - . '

HvfV

V
m m m
was the major change among four 
made in the nutria season.
• Other votes included: ..

• A resolution opposing Seriate Bill 
559, which the LWFC. says strips 
away its constitutional powers to 
regulate, aquaculture operations’ in 
the state; A -

• Swapping two acres in - the 
Maurepas Swamp . WMA with , St.
John the Baptist Parish for the same 
acreage to allow six long-time Hunt
ing camps to remain on their sites:

• Establishing new rules for permit
and operation of.the state's nuisance 
animal control program; •. ■ ' .
v • Frosting a Notice of Intent calling 
for a moratorium on commercial 
take of alligator snapping turtles;

• Accepting a $20,000 settlement of 
a suit against J.P. & Sons Dredging, 
and Kass Brothers'for their failure,
to file for dredging permits: The two . United States Basketball League 
companies a i d i a ^  m myalties in ,
2003. ’ ... - .'I V. ;■ . V , : ; . ' .

. The LWFC also heard updates from 
Great Lodge of Tennessee on the 
LDWF’s trouble-plagued license- 
issuing system, learned that issued 
1,641 titations and handed out 298 
written warnings in April and voted 
its September meeting for Sept. 2.

BASEBALL ,
American League

SEATTLE [MARINERS—Optioned C 
. Ben Davis lo Tacoma ol the PCL Called 
up C Pal Borders from Tacoma.

Eastern League
READING PHILLIES—Added OF Ryan 

Fleming and C John Castellano to the. 
rosier. Released OF Josue Perez.

Southern League • '
TENNESSEE SMOKIES—Announced 

RHP Josh Kinney and C Chris Eickhorst 
have, been assigned to Palm Beach of 
the FSL
,  Northern League
’JOLIET JACKHAMMERS—Signed 28 

Gabby Delgado.
• t ■ ' BASKETBALL

DODGE: CITY.- LEGEND—Signed G 
Juwon Justice.

Derby
By RICHARD ROSENBLATT
AP racing writer

BENSALEM, Pa. — K 
Derby winner Smarty Joi 
back at the track Thursday r



COMMISSION MEETING 
ROLL CALL

Thursday, May 6, 2004 
Baton Rouge, LA

Wildlife and Fisheries Building
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Bill Busbice (ChairmanT/~

Lee Felterman 

Terry Denmon 

Billy Broussard 

Wayne Sagrera 

Jerry Stone 

Henry Mouton
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Mr. Chairman:

There are ^7 Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum. 

Secretary Landreneau is also present.



AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

BATON ROUGE, LA 
May 6, 2004 
10:00 AM

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of April 1, 2004

3. Commission Special Announcements

4. Presentation from Great Lodge on Point of Sale System - 
Commissioner Henry Mouton

5. Resolution and Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 
2004 Spring Shrimp Season and Announcement of Vermilion Bay Crab 
Trap Closure Dates - Marty Bourgeois

6. Discussion of Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington 
Regarding Aquaculture - Chairman Bill Busbice

7. Notice of Intent - Suspension of Collection of Portion of 
Alligator Tag Fee - Commissioner Wayne Sagrera

8. Public Comments - 2004-05 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA 
Hunting Rules & Regulations

9. Discussion of Mandatory Deer and Turkey Harvest Record 
System - Chairman Bill Busbice

10. Discussion of Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) 
Rules and Regulations - Chairman Bill Busbice

11. Notice of Intent - Nuisance Control Operator Permit Rules 
and Regulations - Jimmy Ernst

12. Discussion & Notice of Intent - Moratorium on Taking of 
Alligator Snapping Turtles - Commissioner Terry Denmon

13. National Fishing Week Resolution - John Sturgis

14. Academic Achievement Recognition of Sr. Agent Wesley 
Walker - Keith LaCaze

15. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/April - Keith LaCaze

16. House Bill 267, Maurepas Swamp WMA Resolution 
Commissioner Henry Mouton



17. Notice of Intent - Amend By-Laws - Commissioner Henry 
Mouton

18. Discussion of and Action on Offer in Settlement of
Assessed Penalty in In the Matter of J.P. & Sons Dredging. Div. of 
Ad. Law, Docket No. 2004-1991-WF and In the Matter of Kass 
Brothers, Inc., Div. of Ad. Law, Docket No. 2004-1992-WF [Executive 
Session pursuant to R.S. 42:6.1(A)(2)] - Fred Whitrock

19. Set September 2004 Meeting Date

20. Public Comments

21 . Adjournment



AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

BATON ROUGE, LA 
May 6, 2004 
10:00 AM

dS? Roll Call

Approval of Minutes of April 1, 2004 

Commission Special Announcements

Presentation from Great Lodge on Point of Sale System - 
Commissioner Henry Mouton

Resolution and Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 
2004 Spring Shrimp Season and Announcement of Vermilion Bay Crab 
Trap Closure Dates - Marty Bourgeois

tS-/ Discussion of Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington 
Regarding Aquaculture - Chairman Bill Busbice

Notice of Intent - Suspension of Collection of Portion of 
Alligator Tag Fee - Commissioner Wayne Sagrera

Public Comments - 2004-05 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA 
Hunting Rules & Regulations

Discussion of Mandatory Deer and Turkey Harvest Record 
System - Chairman Bill Busbice

Discussion of Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) 
Rules and Regulations - Chairman Bill Busbice

Notice of Intent - Nuisance Control Operator Permit Rules 
and Regulations - Jimmy Ernst

Discussion & Notice of Intent - Moratorium on Taking of 
Alligator Snapping Turtles - Commissioner Terry Denmon

National Fishing Week Resolution - John Sturgis

Academic Achievement Recognition of Sr. Agent Wesley 
Walker - Keith LaCaze

L^e^' Enforcement & Aviation Reports/April - Keith LaCaze

House Bill 267, Maurepas Swamp WMA Resolution 
Commissioner Henry Mouton



Amend By-Laws Commissioner Henrytir7"T Notice of Intent - 
Mouton

Discussion of and Action on Offer in Settlement of 
Assessed Penalty in In the Matter of J.p. & Sons Dredging, Div. of 
Ad. Law, Docket No. 2 004 -1991 -WF and In the Matter of Kass 
Brothers, Inc., Div. of Ad. Law, Docket No. 2004-1992-WF [Executive 
Session pursuant to R.S. 42:6.1(A)(2)] - Fred Whitrock

19. Set September 2004 Meeting Date

20. Public Comments

21. Adjournment
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International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies

Economic 
Importance of 
Hunting in America



Introduction
Kelly Heath of rural Millscon, Wisconsin, 
drove 80 miles round trip to the Gander 
Mountain store in Eau Claire to buy the 
Remington 870 that best fits her. She 
made the trip many times, once to pur
chase her new Mathews bow and acces
sories, and another time to buy Flambeau 
decoys. Her spending is driven by her 
desire to spend her spare time relaxing in 
peaceful natural surroundings with the 
added anticipation of getting close enough 
to game to get a clean shot. As she gears 
up to step outside with her hunting part
ner, Pat, she creates a sale, which provides 
profit for the store’s corporate headquar
ters in Bloomington, Minnesota and for 
manufacturers in places like North 
Carolina, Wisconsin and Ohio. In turn, 
these companies buy supplies and pay 
employees. Kelly’s money helps salesmen, 
distributors and truck drivers who deliver 
the hunting gear. Add together what Kelly 
spends by the number of times each year 
she stops at that Gander Mountain store, 
or the Flying J Truck Stop & Restaurant 
up the road, where she buys food and fuel, 
and her expenditures add up. Now multi
ply it by 13 million hunters and you come 
up with a major boost for the economy. 
Purchases by hunters like Kelly touch all 
parts of the nation, from oil field workers 
in Oklahoma to the wheat growers of the 
central plains, plus all their employees and 
suppliers everywhere.

Hunting in America is big business, gener
ating more than $67 billion in economic 
output and more than one million jobs in 
the United States. The vast majority of 
Americans embrace hunting lock, stock 
and barrel for its social, cultural and 
conservation contributions.

Like baseball and apple pie, hunting is 
an American tradition shared by young 
and old, rich and poor, regardless of social 
or economic status. Hunting is not 
Democratic or Republican; it knows no 
geographic or congressional boundaries. 
Its history and heritage crosses all racial 
and ethnic boundaries.

Yes, it is tiig business, which generates 
$25 billion in retail sales, $17 billion in 
salaries and wages, and employs 575,000 
Americans, creating sales tax, state 
income tax and federal income tax 
revenues for government agencies and 
the people they serve. But hunting is 
more than a positive economic force.
It is also a strong, wholesome influence 
on American society. It is a healthy 
American activity, steeped in heritage, 
which touches the most important aspects 
of our lives, like families and friends, 
and a sense of stewardship for all 
things wild.

i

ABC’s of a 
Hunting Economy

A is for Archers and other hunters, but 
"B" is for Billions of Big Buck items 
Bought from Businesses that Benefit 
from Buying by Bowhunters and other 
shooting sports enthusiasts. Yes, “B" 
is for Billions, as in the $5.3 Billion 
hunters spend on hunting-related 
travel, and $6.4 Billion on hunting 
equipment, plus $8.4 Billion on other 
big-ticket items. So, then, is “C" for 
Cash, Check or Credit Card?

Hunting Is Good for Body and Soul
As the speed of business increases, and 
the pressures of global competition and 
consolidation in our high tech society put 
more demands on working women and 
men, hunting provides a healthy escape.
It offers relaxation and affords quality 
time with family and friends. Whether in a 
deer or duck blind, farm field or ridgeline, 
hunting provides a peaceful, fun setting 
where people re-connect with each other 
and with nature.

It is no wonder that more than 13 million 
Americans age 16 and older hunted in 
2001. W hen you look at hunting and 
target shooting combined, a 2001 Roper 
Starch study verified that more than 
26 million Americans participated in all 
shooting sports. That same independent 
scientific researched revealed that the 
public accepts the shooting sports just as 
it accepts tennis and golf.
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Hunters—An Economic Power
And hunters are good for the economy. 
They not only purchase hunting gear, 
trucks and boats; they also fill their gas 
tanks and coolers. They stay at motels and 
resorts. They buy hunting clothes and 
those goofy hunting hats with sayings that 
are sometimes funny and always a conver
sation piece. On average, each hunter 
spends $1,896 per year on hunting, which 
is 5.5% of the typical wage earner’s annual 
income. These expenditures then “ripple” 
through the economy generating three 
times more impact for the U.S. economy. 
For many communities, hunting dollars 
keep them afloat.

Hunters also pay a truckload of special 
excise taxes. The Wildlife Restoration 
Fund under the Pittman-Robertson legis
lation collects these excise taxes on cer
tain hunting equipment and apportions 
them to state natural resource agencies for 
conservation and education, which 
includes habitat restoration, shooting

A hunter's best friend is his dog and they show it—hunters spend $605 million on 
hunting dogs, well more than the $513 million skiers spend on ski equipment.

Each year hunters spend more money on food for hunting trips than Americans 
spend on Domino’s pizza. Business generated by hunters is often the lifeblood 
of rural communities.

Over a half million jobs in America are supported by hunters. That’s more jobs 
than the combined employees of all the top U.S. based airlines including 
American, United, Delta, Northwest, Continental, US Airways, Southwest, Alaska 
Air and American West.

The $2.4 billion in annual federal income-tax money generated by hunters’ 
spending could cover the annual paychecks of 100,000 troops. That’s 8 divisions, 
143 battalions, 3,300 platoons and some major money.
Source: Congressional Sportsmen’s  Foundation

ranges, wildlife research and more. For 
fiscal year 2002, this program delivered 
more than $481 million to the states and 
territories of the United States, with more 
than $292 million of it for sport fish 
restoration and more than $188 million 
of it for wildlife restoration. Together, 
hunters and anglers may very well be the 
most important source of conservation 
funding in the United States.

Economic Impact Continues to Grow
In good times and bad, hunters set their 
sights on spending more time in the fields 
and forests. Even when economic reces
sion and uncertainty over homeland secu
rity have the nation and the economy 
recoiling, hunters continue to aim their 
leisure time and money toward shooting 
sports activities. For example, since 1991, 
when the nation was mired in a similar 
recession and war, retail sales have grown 
nearly 17% (adjusted for inflation).

Many just do not realize the positive 
impacts generated by hunters. A  recent 
report released by the Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Foundation highlights that 
Americans spend more on hunting dogs 
than they do for ski equipment. If that’s 
not enough, the $2.4 billion in federal 
income tax revenue generated by hunters 
could cover the annual paychecks for 
100,000 U.S. Army troops. A t the state 
level, the hunter’s economic effects can 
be especially important. In Georgia, for 
example, hunting expenditures were 
one-third greater than the value of this 
state’s famous peanut harvest, providing a 
tremendous boost to rural areas. Those are 
the kinds of numbers that should turn the 
head of any state legislator or politician. 
And that’s just the point.
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Sales and the Ripple Effect
The shooting sports are so much more 
than simply pulling a trigger or releasing a 
bowstring. They represent financial oppor
tunity for every American community, 
especially rural economies. Each purchase 
made by hunters sets off a chain reaction 
of economic benefits.

When Marlin Firearms in New Haven, 
Connecticut, Leupold & Stevens in 
Beaverton, Oregon and Weatherby, Inc. 
in Atascadero, California pay their 
employees to produce hunting products, 
their employees use that money to buy 
food, clothes, housing and other goods 
and services. The stores, farmers, gas 
stations and others that make and sell 
those goods and services, in turn, spend 
their earnings, and a positive ripple flows 
through the economy.

They all pay sales taxes and income 
taxes. In addition, hunting product 
manufacturers pay excise taxes to benefit 
conservation.

North, South, East and West, hunting’s 
positive economic impact creates jobs 
and helps urban and rural communities 
throughout the United States. Just ask 
retailer Butch Hebert, owner of Boone’s 
Comer in beautiful southwest Louisiana, 
who said, “We beef up our inventory 
15%-20% each year to prepare for 
hunting season.”

“Does /iwntmg d rive  the econom y?  

Y o u  bet, especia lly  in ru ra l 

c o m m u n itie s !  A  lo t o f  us p a y  

good  m o n ey  tra ve lin g  a n d  h u n tin g  

o n  fa rm s  a n d  ranches across the  

U n ite d  S ta te s . A n d  ru ra l c o m m u 

n ities  sure  are g la d  to see u s .”
Bill Miller, Executive Director,
North American Hunting Club

Top Ten States Ranked by Annual Hunting-Related Retail Sales

1 Texas

2 Pennsylvania

3 Wisconsin

4 New York

5 Alabama

6 Ohio

7 Michigan

8 Minnesota

9 Tennessee

10 Louisiana

Retail Sales

$1,761,285,042

$1,165,059,772

$960,104,751

$891,031,344

$799,303,993

$713,886,248

$671,670,664

$664,200,412

$623,025,977

$581,066,601

Total Multiplier Effect

$3,636,484,738

$2,275,366,632

$1,770,420,230

$1,529,508,716

$1,576,405,455

$1,539,487,897

$1,281,527,914

$1,316,964,312

$1,321,659,467

$992,471,903

And down the road, Trudy Young of 
Young’s Grocery, said she banks on 
extra sales of food, cooking supplies and 
everything from batteries to toilet paper 
when hunting season begins in this 
outdoor paradise.

“H un ter-vation ists”
“Most hunters don’t realize the enormous 
effect they can have on state and national 
economies,” said John Baughman, 
Executive Vice President of the 
International Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies (IAFWA). “And most 
elected officials don’t realize the conserva
tion contributions and economic power of 
hunters and the hunting business. This 
report should make it clear,” he said.

Big Wheels Keep on 
Turning, Proud Hunters 
Keep on Spending

Hunters travel near and far to spend 
time in beautiful surroundings. In 
person or via phone calls, faxes and 
emails, they plan their outings with 
friends and families, as they anticipate 
the adventure, similar to planning the 
family vacation. When they drive to 
rural destinations and spend the night, 
the cumulative effect is amazingly big. 
Even after September 11,2001, when 
the travel industry was suffering, 
hunters were hitting the road and 
patronizing rural motels, diners, gas 
stations and other businesses. On 
lodging alone for the entire year 2001, 
hunters spent $276 million! Without 
the steadfast economic input from 
hunters, America’s economy— includ
ing rural businesses that rely on 
tourism—would suffer.
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State natural resource agencies manage 
fish and wildlife for the benefit of all citi
zens, regardless of whether they hunt or 
fish. Yet, sportsmen who buy licenses and 
purchase equipment provide most of their 
budgets. Despite the significant contribu
tions by sportsmen and their supporting 
industries, wildlife agencies constantly 
hear the old, worn-out argument about 
“jobs versus the environment.” The fact is, 
employment, economy and environment 
all start with “E.” Healthy natural 
resources create jobs, enhance the econ
omy and support both rural and urban 
communities that properly manage those 
resources.

“Well, hunters and the hunting industry 
can argue for both healthy habitat and 
jobs concurrently," according to IAFWA 
President Brent Manning, who is also the 
long-time head of the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources. “It takes money to 
conserve and restore habitat and wildlife. 
Sportsmen are the single largest source of 
conservation revenues. When people can 
access healthier habitats, they have more 
fun and spend more money. This cycle cre
ates jobs and boosts revenues for greater 
conservation efforts. Everyone wins.”

The numbers in this report make it easy 
to understand the economic impact of 
hunting in every state. While everyone 
knows that hunting is good for families, 
our social well-being and environmental 
stewardship, they often overlook its

important economic impact. However 
you look at it, hunting is a major boost to 
the economy and the environment. As 
this report clearly shows, Americans have 
more reasons than ever before to support 
hunting— an activity that greatly benefits 
the country as a whole. The same 
whistling of waterfowl wings and spring 
gobbles that inspired George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson and our other American 
forefathers, can stir the imaginations and 
economies of future generations. In the 
end, history and our heirs will judge our 
leadership by the actions we take and 
the decisions we make regarding our 
resources— natural, social and 
economic— during our time on Earth.

Tested and Reliable
Most of the statistics in this report 
are from the 2001 National Survey 
of Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife- 
Associated Recreation, initiated at 
the request of state natural resource 
agencies, and conducted every five 
years for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service by the U.S. Census Bureau. 
The numbers are based on U.S. 
citizens 16 years of age and older. 
Independent third parties, such as 
resource economics consulting firm 
Southwick Associates, use proven 
research methods to develop economic 
information and analyze the data.
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Numbers of Hunters and Days of Hunting, 2001
Number of Hunters Per State by Type of Hunting Days of Hunting Per State by Type of Hunting

All Deer
Hunting Hunting Only

Alabama 422,782 378,753
Alaska 93,354 18,615*
Arizona 147,504 62,672*
Arkansas 430,694 314,429
California 273,675 -!
Colorado 280,596 98,709*
Connecticut 45,262 •!
Delaware 15,925 10,602*
Florida 226,252 156,259*
Georgia 416,833 331,942
Hawaii 16,940 -!
Idaho 196,543 124,517
Illinois 310,458 238,443*
Indiana 290,181 215,016
Iowa 242,981 132,894
Kansas 291,193 139,920
Kentucky 322,654 230,787
Louisiana 332,556 206,594
Maine 164,480 145,399
Maryland 145,126 126,262
Massachusetts 66,018 55,701*
Michigan 753,507 666,801
Minnesota 596,602 474,927
Mississippi 356,786 288,455
Missouri 488,611 372,726
Montana 228,858 154,500
Nebraska 173,307 78,010
Nevada 47,147 -!
New Hampshire 78,189 67,169
New Jersey 134,772 111,383
New Mexico 130,133 74,765
New York 714,140 651,386
North Carolina 295,228 207,260
North Dakota 139,262 74,030
Ohio 490,395 417,209
Oklahoma 260,599 198,954
Oregon 248,422 183,343
Pennsylvania 999,749 932,379
Rhode Island -! -!
South Carolina 265,183 207,049
South Dakota 208,635 68,362
Tennessee 359,398 228,125
Texas 1,201,054 859,881
Utah 198,271 138,801
Vermont 99,989 92,297
Virginia 354,841 312,992
Washington 227,242 156,466
West Virginia 283,990 259,029
Wisconsin 659,664 596,464
Wyoming 133,340 65,952
United States 13,034,000 10,272,000

* = small samples size (45 or less)

Migratory Bird Upland Game All
Hunting Only Hunting Only Hunting

93,737 -! 7,615,502
14,431* -! 1,145,862
60,889* 58,686* 1,693,994

171,158 8,411,150
3,425,654
2,610,127

765,506
225,815

4,693,274
85,675* 7,972,711

•! 316,003
36,404* 65,408 2,100,413

-! -! 4,521,757
•! -! 5,000,118

55,920* 137,042 3,989,010
78,562 186,516 3,646,631
56,904* -! 4,663,776

142,063 -! 6,441,650
51,785 2,468,778

1,798,899
1,157,640
8,993,683

183,668* 241,248 8,437,408
0* .1 8,481,295

68,848* -I 6,605,601
-! 43,206* 2,442,222

48,022 108,323 2,203,652
28,831* 490,298

-! 1,459,049
-! 3,119,724

34,144* 1,667,054
-! 162,028* 13,187,353

102,283 51,753 7,526,009
60,863* -! 1,634,942

-! 115,317* 10,233,091
81,109* 74,684* 5,642,357
41,992 • 55,013* 2,947,339

-! 214,635* 13,955,198

70,675* •! 4,744,340
50,838 147,512 2,424,869
97,334* -! 6,650,666

500,404 174,364* 14,081,256
52,422 53,807 2,454,904

-! 20,778* 1,509,576
-! -! 5,817,697

49,878* 72,065* 2,950,917
. i 5,166,160

193,278 9,652,829
•! 1,304,045

2,956,000 3,184,343 228,167,000

Deer 
Hunting Only

Migratory Bird 
Hunting Only

Upland Game 
Hunting Only

6,308,547 480,660 •!
182,769* 122,918* -!
556,192* 334,516* 545,523 *

4,791,835 1,859,911

625,312*

155,029*
2,930,383*
5,769,381 473,595*

836,871 307,869* 647,407
3,145,684* -! -!

2,592,588 -! -!
1,345,951 584,200* 1,526,980
1,295,331 590,237 1,853,705
2,280,762 385,569* -I

4,250,049 1,217,637 -I

1,918,348 562,361
1,298,332

610,371*
6,265,880
4,587,084 1,661,055* 1,857,180
6,689,993 0* -!
3,783,251 840,866* -!
1,074,933 . i 460,995*

662,126 397,611 1,203,092
-! 235,514*

1,000,798 -!
2,742,281 -!

398,622 262,414*
9,132,819 - 1 1,180,083*
4,746,764 1,245,184 539,817

553,635 408,660*
4,061,849 -! 1,354,938*
2,978,901 1,073,500* 1,209,314*
1,527,641 341,007* 457,172*
7,412,976 -! 2,348,369*

3,506,727 366,250* -!
474,372 526,374 1,608,604

3,665,105 797,223* -!
8,297,931 4,178,589 674,343*

788,757 509,681 262,081
1,118,168 -! 223,987*
4,059,282 -! -!
1,121,989 521,798* 752,772*
2,707,187
7,051,627 1,935,159

475,902 -!
133,456,955 29,309,799 29,621,447

! = sample size too small to report reliably (25 or less)
Source: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, “2001 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife-Associated Recreation”
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Travel and Equipment Expenditures, 2001

Number of Hunters 
Days of hunting

Food, drink & refreshments
Lodging (motels, cabins, lodges or campgrounds, etc.)
Public transportation, including airplanes, trains, buses, & car rentals, etc
Transportation by private vehicle
Guide fees, pack trip or package fees
Public land use or access fees
Private land use or access fees (except leases)
Heating & cooking fuel
Equipment rental such as boats, hunting or camping equipment, etc.
Boat fuel
Boat launching fees
Boat mooring, storage, maintenance, insurance, etc.
Rifles
Shotguns
Muzzleloaders & other primitive firearms 
Handguns
Bows, arrows & archery equipment 
Telescopic sights 
Decoys & game calls 
Ammunition
Hand loading equipment & components 
Hunting dogs and associated costs 
Other hunting equipment (cases, knives, etc.)
Camping equipment
Binoculars, field glasses, telescopes, etc.
Special hunting clothes, foul weather gear, boots, waders, etc.
Processing and taxidermy costs 
Books and magazines devoted to hunting 
Dues or contributions
Other support items (such as snowshoes, ski, equipment repair, etc.)
Bass boat
Other motor boat
Canoe or other non-motor boat
Boat motor, trailer, hitch, or accessories
Pick-up, camper, van, travel tent trailer, motor home, house trailer
Cabin
Off-road vehicle: trail bike, 4x4 vehicle, 4-wheeler, snowmobile, etc.
Other special equipment (ice chests, airplane, etc)
Licenses, tags, permits and other similar fees
Land owned primarily for hunting, 2001 expenses and payments
Land leased primarily for hunting, 2001 expenses and payments
Total

Migratory Upland
Hunting, All Types Deer Hunting Bird Hunting Game Hunting

13,034,000 11,075,514 3,214,693 3,184,343
228,167,000 133,456,955 29,309,799 29,621,447

$1,980,395,000 $1,104,712,983 $227,971,968 $245,925,790
$469,547,000 $239,372,400 $52,396,842 $92,625,855
$185,994,000 $41,932,806 $64,655,466 $31,235,160

$1,603,326,000 $828,435,272 $181,892,253 $232,467,606
$377,233,000 $98,865,063 $35,071,012 $50,149,437

$53,499,000 $31,759,038 $8,949,085 $2,165,629
$370,858,000 $226,701,013 $45,995,544 $59,309,874

$89,232,000 $57,047,393 $12,871,216 $6,474,217
$36,395,000 $18,072,262 $2,402,294 $6,609,083
$42,553,000 $11,046,742 $11,981,573 $2,756,146

$6,448,000 $1,828,788 $1,503,188 $94,245
$36,912,000 $9,971,545 $11,252,785 $2,342,090

$907,470,000 $493,054,228 $71,006,832 $29,046,992
$676,619,000 $121,351,243 $272,622,743 $134,550,007
$105,507,000 $75,702,787 $7,453,560 $158,348
$277,270,000 $81,800,768 $48,230,418 $15,022,458
$462,097,000 $334,113,948 $4,793,042 $912,307
$307,033,000 $179,189,675 $7,192,147 $4,878,168
$139,686,000 $31,907,778 $77,267,260 $6,005,580
$651,896,000 $228,796,083 $166,876,951 $58,344,642
$139,919,000 $60,765,491 $17,419,884 $11,006,956
$604,616,000 $69,075,596 $246,363,096 $123,090,676
$289,595,000 $122,338,719 $41,969,451 $21,872,779
$182,237,000 $59,861,264 $4,992,868 $9,438,486
$172,056,000 $79,472,570 $12,565,450 $3,208,125
$543,582,000 $247,287,091 $65,819,519 $22,055,994
$391,793,000 $270,106,515 $12,060,052 $6,449,926
$124,313,000 $34,945,016 $12,468,260 $3,506,760
$282,846,000 $93,287,050 $74,641,567 $17,597,330

$97,553,000 $62,216,394 $8,455,570 $1,587,166
$5,448,000 $0 $996,676 $0

$98,542,000 $15,392,235 $11,710,405 $4,433,918
$24,670,000 $0 $3,118,201 $0
$60,650,000 $2,512,794 $12,879,796 $0

$4,246,589,000 $834,183,878 $247,047,964 $96,651,311
$754,034,000 $105,027,734 $83,741,422 $0

$3,218,532,000 $1,689,579,160 $48,511,537 $64,266,212
$23,095,000 $12,782,266 $837,353 $245,108

$693,038,000 $356,691,914 $84,807,477 $87,513,361
$3,351,389,000 $1,889,658,965 $282,050,289 $363,252,214

$624,503,000 $453,144,070 $90,013,168 $37,501,021
$24,708,970,000 $10,673,990,535 $2,674,856,184 $1,854,750,978
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Economic Impact of All Hunting Activities, 2001
Total Multiplier Salaries Sales and State Federal

Retail Sales Effect and Wages Jobs Motor Fuel Taxes Income Taxes Income Taxes

Alabama $799,303,993 $1,576,405,455 $364,648,966 16,871 $31,228,117 $13,593,015 $37,868,855
Alaska $248,346,761 $397,077,968 $95,754,092 4,691 $925,655 $0 $9,684,220
Arizona $298,419,269 $561,894,450 $136,594,890 5,237 $16,266,426 $3,287,020 $23,296,831
Arkansas $520,101,597 $905,815,861 $203,483,807 10,506 $23,139,321 $9,687,635 $20,043,029

•California $525,932,593 $1,062,776,490 $264,357,583 8,932 $35,989,912 $12,688,694 $47,464,527
Colorado $470,637,986 $951,555,426 $260,194,726 9,862 $16,387,910 $8,368,268 $43,692,743

•Connecticut $44,294,220 $76,001,860 $18,231,716 586 $1,848,266 $556,823 $3,358,876
• Delaware $14,772,355 $23,145,969 $4,254,956 188 $150,252 $157,793 $639,672

Florida $399,119,139 $714,610,292 $180,334,346 7,338 $21,691,959 $0 $28,863,087
Georgia $515,992,151 $1,015,485,086 $253,742,459 10,303 $15,201,481 $11,700,925 $40,673,230

* Hawaii $16,974,189 $27,830,441 $6,365,560 242 $946,162 $447,388 $1,066,269
Idaho $319,067,286 $536,360,001 $125,790,189 6,197 $17,676,032 $4,063,023 $12,687,394
Illinois $451,462,287 $949,427,464 $243,446,926 8,438 $23,716,676 $5,366,826 $43,109,812
Indiana $276,785,454 $530,440,648 $122,231,233 5,085 $13,108,455 $3,006,079 $19,247,658
Iowa $228,024,305 $443,304,732 $101,192,121 4,523 $12,956,316 $5,493,278 $15,049,717
Kansas $245,668,336 $488,491,801 $113,173,214 5,408 $14,559,327 $4,284,817 $11,581,486
Kentucky $450,465,575 $916,866,556 $195,222,034 8,494 $25,735,350 $10,846,970 $29,691,506
Louisiana $581,066,601 $992,471,903 $211,858,208 9,184 $25,325,539 $5,168,016 $32,315,638
Maine $196,652,268 $325,627,728 $73,914,792 3,643 $9,347,646 $3,124,673 $7,453,782
Maryland $161,375,339 $300,995,052 $69,414,648 2,617 $7,378,111 $2,624,037 $11,695,355
Massachusetts $67,507,420 $121,630,601 $30,819,293 973 $3,511,692 $1,486,091 $5,726,096
Michigan $671,670,664 $1,281,527,914 $325,888,323 12,144 $38,486,602 $8,816,245 $55,311,742
Minnesota $664,200,412 $1,316,964,312 $323,178,837 12,419 $42,862,125 $11,567,030 $53,791,714
Mississippi $393,549,827 $733,332,414 $156,760,798 7,444 $27,188,929 $5,567,756 $16,089,174
Missouri $437,194,608 $853,390,343 $191,169,148 8,007 $17,786,455 $7,362,338 $29,950,530
Montana $250,094,314 $422,980,401 $101,208,129 5,592 $7,189,476 $3,961,108 $9,603,611
Nebraska $232,387,841 $411,232,344 $99,640,824 5,005 $12,648,256 $3,850,215 $9,953,717
Nevada $156,310,900 $246,730,849 $60,330,517 2,256 $10,024,621 $0 $10,216,438
New Hampshire $86,981,254 $154,889,884 $36,413,786 1,429 $826,538 $0 $5,977,886
New Jersey $158,692,106 $298,565,998 $71,007,643 2,719 $7,743,486 $1,673,076 $11,846,449
New Mexico $196,004,211 $342,455,764 $82,202,479 4,057 $10,311,784 $3,082,134 $8,283,465
New York $891,031,344 $1,529,508,716 $340,677,521 11,487 $32,373,967 $10,611,609 $61,235,190
North Carolina $458,008,129 $896,002,783 $223,508,461 9,485 $22,228,780 $10,666,001 $34,669,885
North Dakota $123,859,833 $214,268,457 $45,365,957 2,252 $7,745,141 $456,150 $4,558,664
Ohio $713,886,248 $1,539,487,897 $367,989,800 14,392 $35,957,454 $22,485,423 $60,540,280
Oklahoma $292,800,051 $573,214,716 $137,122,217 6,755 $14,496,136 $7,887,812 $13,829,971
Oregon $481,813,350 $879,563,630 $200,619,348 8,279 $7,922,109 $15,714,527 $31,781,358
Pennsylvania $1,165,059,772 $2,275,366,632 $521,440,650 19,204 $50,870,062 $14,600,338 $89,145,482

1 Rhode Island - - - - - - -

South Carolina $370,844,792 $712,649,156 $163,340,428 6,981 $19,279,251 $6,302,890 $25,197,657
South Dakota $251,243,111 $442,142,629 $109,081,915 5,656 $13,219,926 $0 $10,720,926
Tennessee $623,025,977 $1,321,659,467 $307,238,128 11,641 $36,937,656 $0 $51,604,672
Texas $1,761,285,042 $3,636,484,738 $864,139,228 31,711 $93,021,192 $0 $148,055,527
Utah $331,035,484 $671,442,932 $171,869,263 7,604 $18,693,995 $6,827,855 $18,195,462
Vermont $60,848,108 $96,329,197 $21,934,518 1,037 $2,993,986 $541,390 $2,255,790
Virginia $391,190,770 $724,962,684 $158,154,598 6,641 $17,122,351 $6,879,162 $24,732,077
Washington $424,187,470 $749,632,996 $183,227,869 6,801 $28,045,189 $0 $31,175,763
West Virginia $227,593,090 $366,386,409 $74,117,090 3,818 $13,722,778 $2,659,244 $7,309,117
Wisconsin $960,104,751 $1,770,420,230 $427,420,204 19,214 $42,258,403 $10,159,876 $44,946,720
Wyoming $135,034,776 $224,765,256 $56,550,480 2,996 $6,378,410 $0 $5,494,200
United States $24,708,970,000 $67,568,137,514 $16,771,153,961 575,368 $955,425,665 $267,623,550 $2,986,651,410

* = small sam ples size (45 or less)
! = sample size too small to report reliably (25 or less)
NOTE: The U.S. total does not equal the sum of sta te  data a s  economic activity across sta te  borders are not included in the sta te  totals, in addition to other factors. 
NOTE: The expenditures reported above are greater than those reported by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Sportsmen often attributed purchases to both 
fishing and hunting (especially vehicles and big-ticket items). These items were not included in the Service's hunting expenditure estim ates. Such items were 
included above by prorating each item's cost based on each respondent’s total days of hunting and fishing activity.

8



Economic Impact of Deer Hunting, 2001

Retail Sales
Total Multiplier 

Effect
Salaries 

and Wages Jobs
Sales and 

Motor Fuel Taxes
State 

Income Taxes
Federal 

Income Taxes

Alabama $498,972,354 $957,938,307 $226,773,092 10,960 $19,347,927 $8,324,599 $23,083,163
•Alaska $16,526,440 $27,652,891 $6,654,110 304 $39,085 $0 $694,823
•Arizona $68,668,302 $131,336,314 $34,816,151 1,438 $3,549,178 $802,006 $5,509,776

Arkansas $212,413,838 $383,007,221 $89,285,768 4,363 $11,914,262 $4,310,052 $9,040,878
! California - - - - - • -
* Colorado $56,580,476 $113,434,884 $28,471,454 1,050 $3,129,281 $923,957 $4,862,725
! Connecticut - - - - - - -
• Delaware $10,579,823 $16,451,436 $2,826,582 114 $72,637 $108,369 $454,582

• Florida $162,743,298 $296,687,222 $75,954,513 3,163 $8,194,646 $0 $11,952,316
Georgia $311,598,854 $613,296,550 $156,402,620 6,349 $9,570,072 $7,212,676 $25,073,774

! Hawaii - - - - - - •
Idaho $108,587,156 $181,628,868 $40,876,616 1,998 $6,029,559 $1,335,034 $4,138,367

* Illinois $232,328,693 $477,775,192 $117,466,679 4,026 $10,585,774 $2,600,052 $20,930,113
Indiana $177,113,198 $352,716,685 $81,747,967 3,333 $8,252,865 $2,025,830 $13,064,842

Iowa $47,562,906 $87,697,324 $22,036,073 1,000 $2,822,892 $1,192,635 $3,233,976
Kansas $80,097,623 $153,587,485 $35,606,503 1,733 $4,392,204 $1,332,080 $3,612,796
Kentucky $202,452,620 $409,282,198 $86,930,233 3,714 $11,235,278 $4,837,007 $13,414,347
Louisiana $185,115,421 $320,956,819 $72,813,871 3,350 $8,747,226 $1,706,638 $10,560,714
Maine $98,155,242 $160,046,593 $36,852,957 1,872 $4,618,169 $1,509,350 $3,660,478
Maryland $82,325,619 $156,031,398 $37,042,269 1,358 $4,102,355 $1,411,355 $6,351,309

• Massachusetts $40,416,961 $73,983,647 $19,232,534 603 $2,006,281 $928,546 $3,586,654
Michigan $281,774,267 $506,134,291 $134,709,492 5,386 $15,417,104 $3,497,431 $21,829,356
Minnesota $235,768,787 $465,106,329 $122,257,391 4,825 $15,134,840 $4,295,446 $19,989,046
Mississippi $241,699,902 $441,442,806 $96,073,748 4,645 $16,389,001 $3,386,893 $9,777,447
Missouri $228,156,541 $445,203,660 $98,037,066 4,158 $8,973,428 $3,748,934 $15,212,545

Montana $118,240,968 $193,447,268 $43,960,634 2,420 $3,091,283 $1,725,358 $4,180,012
Nebraska $36,020,982 $62,457,936 $14,708,337 675 $2,345,215 $598,549 $1,532,734

! Nevada - - - - - - •

New Hampshire $39,432,538 $67,873,231 $16,507,425 667 $633,552 $0 $2,655,995

New Jersey $116,365,125 $216,365,872 $50,611,630 1,897 $5,552,406 $1,193,515 $8,559,892

New Mexico $58,967,609 $105,821,959 $26,001,932 1,254 $3,327,850 $988,455 $2,649,782
New York $523,449,848 $901,835,139 $207,067,163 6,932 $20,800,327 $6,491,057 $37,360,317
North Carolina $311,419,807 $607,062,577 $149,951,934 6,316 $14,989,948 $7,180,490 $23,392,764

North Dakota $33,778,413 $57,341,754 $12,975,226 639 $2,065,541 $131,639 $1,309,146
Ohio $399,250,756 $861,031,218 $202,119,352 7,733 $18,395,788 $12,366,408 $33,737,026
Oklahoma $159,664,457 $305,194,136 $71,514,926 3,523 $7,017,560 $4,113,763 $7,212,620
Oregon $152,792,249 $271,060,549 $61,914,519 2,586 $3,985,193 $4,840,902 $9,719,692
Pennsylvania $500,957,315 $986,432,766 $232,943,299 8,699 $22,320,738 $6,522,412 $39,485,325

! Rhode Island - - - - - - -

South Carolina $190,550,172 $346,549,025 $82,190,167 3,564 $9,794,077 $3,133,512 $12,532,999
South Dakota $35,458,014 $62,100,244 $15,704,098 780 $2,207,960 $0 $1,577,098
Tennessee $283,004,034 $577,100,885 $133,385,003 5,073 $16,200,250 $0 $22,348,499
Texas $989,041,737 $2,019,154,516 $475,345,926 17,907 $49,340,987 $0 $80,132,855
Utah $132,093,633 $264,057,217 $66,421,898 2,980 $7,600,503 $2,610,347 $6,990,558
Vermont $34,402,565 $56,449,251 $13,350,295 630 $1,676,926 $329,844 $1,374,350

Virginia $183,594,199 $337,490,046 $74,638,438 3,192 $7,808,664 $3,227,079 $11,507,332

Washington $76,996,949 $139,301,882 $35,996,196 1,357 $5,810,624 $0 $6,064,357

West Virginia $145,376,727 $233,146,324 $45,539,039 2,350 $8,446,859 $1,633,539 $4,486,447

Wisconsin $534,981,692 $925,777,288 $208,255,175 9,794 $20,657,835 $4,554,418 $21,469,195

Wyoming $49,361,129 $81,853,733 $20,405,054 1,109 $2,066,535 $0 $1,954,625

United States $10,673,990,535 527,885,673,982 $6,882,025,422 238,972 $410,660,686 $117,130,178 $1,217,459,816

* = small sam ples size (45 or less)
I = sample size too small to report reliably (25 or less)
NOTE: The U.S. total does not equal the sum of sta te  data a s  economic activity across sta te  borders are not included in the sta te  totals, in addition to other factors. 
NOTE: The expenditures reported above are greater than those reported by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Sportsmen often attributed purchases to both 
fishing and hunting (especially vehicles and big-ticket items). These items were not included in the Service’s hunting expenditure estim ates. Such items were 
included above by prorating each item's cost based on each respondent's total days of hunting and fishing activity.
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Economic Impact of Migratory Bird and Upland Bird Hunting, 2001
Total Multiplier Salaries Sales and State Federal

Migratory Bird Hunting Retail Sales Effect and Wages Jobs Motor Fuel Taxes Income Taxes Income Taxes

Alabama $48,007,338 $89,957,697 $22,180,399 1,090 $1,718,001 $809,167 $2,239,411
•Alaska $13,096,459 $21,036,584 $4,682,007 223 $59,606 $0 $479,701
•Arizona $22,911,714 $43,376,162 $11,643,912 451 $1,363,791 $278,690 $1,927,106

Arkansas $154,319,435 $270,286,245 $63,978,610 3,418 $6,884,282 $3,018,305 $6,186,954
* Georgia $37,633,444 $78,468,678 $18,486,244 771 $1,397,035 $845,533 $2,905,972
• Idaho $17,147,779 $30,597,199 $7,876,955 373 $1,141,734 $268,226 $809,003
* Iowa $31,117,872 $59,834,090 $14,621,300 722 $1,735,149 $777,645 $1,981,400

Kansas $30,574,329 $62,376,149 $15,569,549 763 $1,731,712 $579,617 $1,574,228
* Kentucky $24,242,161 $49,919,103 $11,215,598 540 $1,470,777 $617,904 $1,560,117

Louisiana $105,644,001 $192,061,529 $44,633,728 2,047 $4,747,288 $1,048,568 $6,492,589
* Minnesota $117,805,141 $251,857,295 $59,259,014 2,347 $7,852,511 $2,076,996 $9,666,244
* Mississippi $18,183,730 $32,788,221 $7,145,245 336 $1,284,289 $254,727 $736,445
• Missouri $35,219,862 $66,691,082 $15,542,741 656 $1,671,796 $596,112 $2,421,471

Nebraska $34,885,935 $62,564,781 $14,954,048 718 $2,001,572 $593,625 $1,527,002
• Nevada $38,307,160 $61,528,966 $15,101,250 590 $2,112,502 $0 $2,484,972
• New Mexico $14,619,582 $26,506,745 $6,734,903 369 $790,320 $235,767 $642,021

North Carolina $46,247,037 $90,933,254 $23,673,334 1,020 $2,104,663 $1,121,446 $3,627,660
* North Dakota $28,256,408 $50,768,919 $11,313,302 560 $1,816,072 $114,188 $1,138,796
* Oklahoma $27,915,397 $57,026,767 $14,001,370 698 $1,516,214 $803,766 $1,404,041
• Oregon $56,868,216 $112,457,220 $27,183,785 1,211 $744,344 $2,104,111 $4,054,635
•South Carolina $20,822,426 $37,710,818 $9,282,274 426 $1,010,019 $336,404 $1,348,233

South Dakota $44,253,112 $78,847,058 $20,456,400 1,041 $2,278,643 $0 $2,030,488
•Tennessee $139,865,819 $318,813,596 $73,039,886 2,696 $8,482,396 $0 $12,470,998

Texas $306,956,227 $652,603,285 $163,358,524 5,980 $16,601,024 $0 $28,029,714
Utah $41,137,806 $83,507,061 $22,359,696 1,005 $2,378,236 $877,703 $2,351,752

•Washington $65,304,639 $120,762,169 $31,360,099 1,189 $3,392,754 $0 $5,264,981
United States $2,674,856,184 $7,391,383,699 $1,874,091,622 66,274 $78,286,732 $17,358,499 $328,151,852

Upland Bird Hunting

* Arizona $34,953,681 $65,391,906 $17,213,494 662 $2,162,320 $413,437 $2,872,379
Idaho $39,779,969 $66,339,564 $15,015,324 764 $1,979,746 $462,164 $1,490,446
Iowa $53,209,171 $96,866,303 $21,409,765 1,010 $3,039,122 $1,149,842 $3,035,220
Kansas $121,386,038 $246,923,163 $54,587,840 2,615 $7,668,545 $2,063,357 $5,579,668
Maine $23,689,361 $38,558,652 $8,294,026 390 $1,172,532 $366,798 $855,005
Minnesota $61,692,387 $121,270,152 $28,342,736 1,079 $4,650,674 $1,020,863 $4,746,388

• Montana $16,228,291 $28,754,854 $6,957,424 370 $659,761 $280,166 $674,232
Nebraska $54,021,097 $95,460,965 $21,096,077 1,062 $4,002,744 $814,210 $2,105,393

• New York $66,500,415 $112,787,333 $22,391,246 762 $2,658,695 $691,470 $4,004,254
North Carolina $10,412,012 $20,263,052 $4,925,925 223 $638,382 $227,841 $725,198

•Ohio $49,761,090 $93,754,598 $21,603,732 955 $1,573,176 $1,309,612 $3,241,851
• Oklahoma $31,690,615 $65,597,728 $15,305,183 790 $1,844,895 $873,056 $1,507,414
• Oregon $38,969,168 $74,229,657 $16,990,638 767 $1,123,107 $1,312,361 $2,506,608
• Pennsylvania $69,628,647 $142,792,274 $33,873,698 1,326 $3,630,608 $948,464 $5,570,245

South Dakota $117,115,384 $209,411,323 $51,121,738 2,800 $6,349,402 $0 $4,874,788
•Texas $69,064,704 $137,752,117 $30,832,979 1,209 $1,913,668 $0 $5,063,440

Utah $27,187,016 $52,484,015 $12,797,999 585 $1,316,934 $495,705 $1,336,354
•Vermont $4,668,188 $7,460,438 $1,607,882 80 $219,949 $38,672 $161,131
•Washington $125,103,890 $215,608,855 $44,565,724 1,558 $8,988,047 $0 $7,853,629

Wisconsin $93,014,636 $168,290,356 $37,620,658 1,750 $4,804,333 $840,164 $3,897,293
United States $1,854,750,978 $4,890,531,443 $1,184,861,158 42,338 $60,396,638 $13,308,182 $206,232,649

Upland Birds = quail, pheasant and grouse.
* = small sam ples size (45 or less)
NOTE: S tates not listed have sample sizes too small to report reliably (25 or less).
NOTE: The U.S. total does not equal the sum of sta te  data a s  economic activity across sta te  borders are not included in the sta te  totals, in addition to other factors. 
NOTE: The expenditures reported above are greater than those reported by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Sportsmen often attributed purchases to both 
fishing and hunting (especially vehicles and big-ticket items). These items were not included in the Service’s  hunting expenditure estim ates. Such items were 
included above by prorating each item’s cost based on each respondent’s  total days of hunting and fishing activity.
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Economic Contributions Per State From Non-Resident Hunters

Retail Sales
Total Multiplier 

Effect
Salaries 

and Wages Jobs

Alabama $85,048,992 $162,612,119 39,412,201 $2,118
* Alaska $115,341,699 $195,768,928 53,954,284 $2,817
* Arizona $21,911,937 $41,570,349 11,610,485 $512

Arkansas $144,380,768 $251,710,459 58,162,459 $3,097
* California $17,637,334 $37,250,896 9,834,427 $343

Colorado $227,730,688 $451,196,323 115,866,881 $4,535
! Connecticut - - - -
! Delaware - - - -
* Florida $24,705,194 $44,841,722 12,077,802 $490
* Georgia $77,400,933 $154,326,561 36,328,887 $1,557
! Hawaii - - - -

Idaho $87,687,164 $149,368,353 36,824,056 $1,880
* Illinois $92,276,660 $197,385,887 51,394,205 $2,017
! Indiana - - - -
* Iowa $22,773,000 $41,913,977 9,841,834 $463

Kansas $67,664,827 $139,494,661 31,916,835 $1,658
* Kentucky $39,576,775 $74,998,137 15,754,087 $717
* Louisiana $26,604,375 $49,201,553 12,168,198 $529

Maine $50,312,668 $86,003,585 22,460,637 $1,284
Maryland $25,778,296 $48,140,622 11,017,320 $428

1 Massachusetts - - - •
* Michigan $38,489,240 $72,353,890 18,492,973 $712
* Minnesota $52,736,748 $109,072,499 27,850,233 $1,089

Mississippi $115,778,589 $216,711,194 45,798,776 $2,253
Missouri $72,896,216 $148,094,303 33,650,745 $1,359
Montana $85,548,991 $156,664,235 40,820,235 $2,471

* Nebraska $94,512,234 $165,231,487 43,959,446 $2,417
I Nevada - - - -
* New Hampshire $29,271,206 $51,499,606 13,074,522 $508
! New Jersey - - - -
* New Mexico $30,887,107 $57,523,792 14,788,760 $804

New York $46,999,516 $85,675,272 18,765,100 $599
* North Carolina $12,085,442 $23,788,105 6,111,032 $263
* North Dakota $34,237,054 $62,372,473 13,539,888 $690
* Ohio $70,239,014 $147,340,640 39,693,927 $1,748
* Oklahoma $6,868,152 $14,184,773 3,487,217 $183
* Oregon $21,515,132 $39,259,400 10,251,143 $551

Pennsylvania $269,277,160 $488,494,521 98,804,155 $3,724
! Rhode Island - - - -
• South Carolina $54,099,366 $92,009,029 19,387,606 $897

South Dakota $143,070,069 $254,637,546 65,180,182 $3,471
Tennessee $68,368,733 $146,285,282 33,365,673 $1,241
Texas $156,752,884 $318,400,081 76,613,589 $3,101

•Utah $26,526,944 $53,704,023 13,803,039 $681
• Vermont $12,301,332 $20,413,029 4,512,729 $229
•Virginia $38,479,516 $73,639,197 16,540,370 $765
! Washington - - - -
•West Virginia $46,523,130 $79,122,691 15,992,614 $852
• Wisconsin $265,819,109 $503,281,377 119,364,580 $5,400

Wyoming $70,719,571 $118,637,482 28,949,683 $1,576
United States $3,183,973,725 $8,434,976,795 $2,142,954,393 78,230

Sales and Number of Days of
Motor State Federal Visiting Hunting

Fuel Taxes Income Taxes Income Taxes Hunters by Visitors

$4,204,976 $1,706,652 4754572.125 117,451 1,008,294
$265,691 $0 5816068.118 21292.14 193090.17
$701,983 $321,126 2275990.979 26916.31 141560.73

$6,257,691 $2,855,578 $5,907,988 127,667 1,440,119
$977,256 $487,209 $1,822,498 12,456 47,808

$7,616,988 $3,847,915 $20,090,891 121,315 930,457

$1,568,992 $0 $1,929,001 35,267 189,512
$2,103,206 $1,768,819 $6,148,538 61,901 633,394

$4,466,089 $1,232,967 $3,850,122 46,721 363,390
$4,257,425 $1,282,949 $10,305,473 64,062 362,789

$1,184,310 $562,116 $1,540,007 52,296 180,658
$3,845,934 $1,313,542 $3,550,388 103,667 644,668
$2,414,573 $916,265 $2,508,102 51,150 210,667
$1,232,236 $297,903 $1,862,789 44,217 396,790
$2,159,945 $1,101,132 $2,626,706 41,423 337,940
$1,340,959 $428,980 $1,911,965 29,749 154,202

$2,271,466 $516,683 $3,241,587 52,812 534,399
$2,540,644 $1,014,242 $4,716,668 28,546 938,452
$7,499,614 $1,685,220 $4,869,790 111,443 1,892,497
$3,187,239 $1,249,412 $5,082,700 83,020 377,708
$2,236,145 $1,750,589 $4,244,260 59,270 389,797
$4,036,396 $1,859,305 $4,806,743 46,911 364,053

$382,797 $0 $2,125,245 26,174 321,273

$1,112,412 $610,470 $1,640,684 25,525 146,051
$2,564,626 $553,725 $3,195,320 79,146 390,445

$589,496 $295,920 $961,889 26,552 197,529
$2,380,337 $139,830 $1,397,428 52,961 278,817
$3,292,149 $2,730,295 $7,351,111 37,931 281,550

$353,407 $213,307 $373,999 19,669 96,115
$487,246 $1,045,523 $2,114,486 14,595 135,317

$6,364,755 $2,831,628 $17,289,110 142,208 992,560

$2,422,573 $809,763 $3,237,265 40,704 238,471
$7,240,365 $0 $6,580,194 118,840 1,251,960
$4,667,143 $0 $5,502,876 74,824 616,802
$5,545,460 $0 $14,479,003 97,977 642,105
$1,690,088 $611,197 $1,628,770 22,667 125,843

$575,965 $119,649 $498,539 25,601 190,214
$1,644,949 $792,743 $2,850,083 75,346 442,810

$3,026,815 $593,425 $1,631,070 57,586 565,949
$9,171,422 $2,855,328 $12,631,811 72,162 655,057
$3,196,590 $0 $2,890,805 68,219 498,399

$123,078,354 $40,401,408 $406,079,284 2,029,000 20,672,000

* = small sam ples size (45 or less)
! = sample size too small to report reliably (25 or less)
NOTE: The U.S. total does not equal the sum of sta te  data a s  economic activity across sta te  borders are not included in the sta te  totals, in addition to other factors. 
NOTE: The expenditures reported above are greater than those reported by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Sportsmen often attributed purchases to both 
fishing and hunting (especially vehicles and big-ticket items). These items were not included in the Service’s  hunting expenditure estim ates. Such items were 
included above by prorating each item’s  cost based on each respondent's total days of hunting and fishing activity.
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RESOLUTION
2004 Spring Shrimp Season Opening 

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

May 6, 2004

WHEREAS, the traditional management criteria used by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in recommending the 
opening dates for the spring shrimp season in inside 
waters are based on the population of brown shrimp in 
each shrimp management zone reaching such a size that 50% 
or more of the brown shrimp are 100 count per pound or 
larger, and

WHEREAS, current biological data project that 50% of the 2004 
brown shrimp population in inside waters will meet the 
100 count per pound management criteria in Shrimp 
Management Zone 1 by May 19, 2004, in Shrimp Management 
Zone 2 by May 14, 2004 and in Shrimp Management Zone 3 by 
May 29, 2004, and

WHEREAS, on January 12, 2004 the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
had closed to shrimping that portion of the State's 
Outside Waters south of the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as 
described in R.S. 56:495, from the Atchafalaya River Ship 
Channel at Eugene Island as delineated by the River
Channel Buoy Line to the eastern shore of Freshwater
Bayou Canal at longitude 92° 181 33" W.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission hereby opens the spring shrimp season in
inside waters in Shrimp Management Zone 1 at 6 a .m. May 
24, 2004, except the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur 
Sounds as described in the menhaden rule (LAC 
76:VII.307D)which shall open at 6 a.m. May 14, 2004, in 
Zone 2 and that portion of the State's Outside Waters 
south of the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as described in 
R.S. 56:495 from the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel at 
Eugene Island as delineated by the River Channel Buoy 
Line to the eastern shore of Freshwater Bayou at 6 a.m. 
May 14, 2004 and in Zone 3 at 6 a.m. May 31, 2004.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
hereby authorizes the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to close any portion of 
Louisiana's inside waters to protect small white shrimp



if biological and technical data indicate the need to do 
so, or enforcement problems develop.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 2004 
Spring Shrimp Season in Louisiana state waters is 
attached to and made part of this resolution.

La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

Dwight Landreneau, Secret, 
La. Dept. of Wildlife and
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 

and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows 

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures 

to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open 

seasons each year for all or part of inside waters and shall have 

the authority to open or close outside waters, the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission does hereby set the 2004 Spring Shrimp Season 

in Louisiana state waters to open as follows:

Shrimp Management Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inside 

waters from the Mississippi State line to the eastern shore of 

South Pass of the Mississippi River, to open at 6 a.m. May 24, 

2004, except the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds as 

described in the menhaden rule (LAC 76:VII.307D)which shall open at 

6 a.m. May 14, 2004, and

Shrimp Management Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inside 

waters from the eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi 

River westward to the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest 

Pass at Marsh Island, as well as that portion of the State's 

Outside Waters south of the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as described 

in R.S. 56:495 from the Atchafalaya River Channel at Eugene Island



as delineated by the River Channel Buoy Line to Freshwater Bayou 

Canal at longitude 92° 18T 33" W, all to open at 6 a.m. May 14, 

2004, and

Shrimp Management Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inside 

waters from the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass 

at Marsh Island westward to the Texas State Line, to open at 6 a.m. 

May 31, 2004 .

The Commission also hereby grants authority to the Secretary 

of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to close any portion of 

the State's inside waters to protect small white shrimp if 

biological and technical data indicates the need to do so, or 

enforcement problems develop.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.

Chairman



RESOLUTION
2004 Spring Shrimp Season Opening 

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

May 6, 2004

WHEREAS, the traditional management criteria used by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in recommending the 
opening dates for the spring shrimp season in inside 
waters are based on the population of brown shrimp in 
each shrimp management zone reaching such a size that 50% 
or more of the brown shrimp are 100 count per pound or 
larger, and

WHEREAS, current biological data project that 50% of the 2004 
brown shrimp population in inside waters will meet the 
100 count per pound management criteria in Shrimp
Management Zone 1 by May __, 2004, in Shrimp Management
Zone 2 by May __, 2004 and in Shrimp Management Zone 3 by
May __, 2004, and

WHEREAS, on January 12, 2004 the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
had closed to shrimping that portion of the State's 
Outside Waters south of the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as 
described in R.S. 56:495, from the Atchafalaya River Ship 
Channel at Eugene Island as delineated by the River
Channel Buoy Line to the eastern shore of Freshwater
Bayou Canal at longitude 92° 181 33" W.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission hereby opens the spring shrimp season in
inside waters in Shrimp Management Zone 1 at 6 a.m. May
__, 2004, except the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur
Sounds as described in the menhaden rule (LAC
76:VII.307D)which shall open at 6 a.m. May __, 2004, in
Zone 2 and that portion of the State's Outside Waters 
south of the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as described in 
R.S. 56:495 from the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel at 
Eugene Island as delineated by the River Channel Buoy 
Line to the eastern shore of Freshwater Bayou at 6 a.m. 
May __, 2004 and in Zone 3 at 6 a.m. May __, 2004.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
hereby authorizes the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to close any portion of 
Louisiana's inside waters to protect small white shrimp 
if biological and technical data indicate the need to do 
so, or enforcement problems develop.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 2004 
Spring Shrimp Season in Louisiana state waters is 
attached to and made part of this resolution.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

Dwight Landreneau, Secretary 
La. Dept, of Wildlife and 
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 

and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows 

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures 

to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open 

seasons each year for all or part of inside waters and shall have 

the authority to open or close outside waters, the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission does hereby set the 2004 Spring Shrimp Season 

in Louisiana state waters to open as follows:

Shrimp Management Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inside 

waters from the Mississippi State line to the eastern shore of

South Pass of the Mississippi River, to open at 6 a.m. May __,

2004, except the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds as 

described in the menhaden rule (LAC 76:VII.307D)which shall open at 

6 a.m. May __, 2004, and

Shrimp Management Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inside 

waters from the eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi 

River westward to the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest 

Pass at Marsh Island, as well as that portion of the State's 

Outside Waters south of the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as described 

in R.S. 56:495 from the Atchafalaya River Channel at Eugene Island 

as delineated by the River Channel Buoy Line to Freshwater Bayou 

Canal at longitude 92° 18' 33" W, all to open at 6 a.m. May __,



2004, and

Shrimp Management Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inside 

waters from the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass 

at Marsh Island westward to the Texas State Line, to open at 6 a.m. 

May __, 2004.

The Commission also hereby grants authority to the Secretary 

of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to close any portion of 

the State's inside waters to protect small white shrimp if 

biological and technical data indicates the need to do so, or 

enforcement problems develop.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.

C h a i r m a n



RESOLUTION
2004 Spring Shrimp Season Opening 

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

May 6, 2004

WHEREAS, the traditional management criteria used by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in recommending the 
opening dates for the spring shrimp season in inside 
waters are based on the population of brown shrimp in 
each shrimp management zone reaching such a size that 50% 
or more of the brown shrimp are 100 count per pound or 
larger, and

WHEREAS, current biological data project that 50% of the 2004 
brown shrimp population in inside waters will meet the 
100 count per pound management criteria in Shrimp
Management Zone 1 by May __, 2004, in Shrimp Management
Zone 2 by May __, 2004 and in Shrimp Management Zone 3 by
May __, 2004, and

WHEREAS, on January 12, 2004 the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
had closed to shrimping that portion of the State's 
Outside Waters south of the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as 
described in R.S. 56:495, from the Atchafalaya River Ship 
Channel at Eugene Island as delineated by the River 
Channel Buoy Line to the eastern shore of Freshwater 
Bayou Canal at longitude 92° 181 33" W.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission hereby opens the spring shrimp season in 
inside waters in Shrimp Management Zone 1 at 6 a.m. May 
py, 2004, except the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur 
S$unds as described in the menhaden rule (LAC 
76: VII . 307D) which shall open at 6 a.m. May ĵ J, 2004, in 
Zone 2 and that portion of the State's Outside Waters 
south of the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as described in 
R.S. 56:495 from the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel at 
Eugene Island as delineated by the River Channel Buoy 
Line to the eastern shore of Freshwater Bayou at 6 a.m. 
May jtĵ, 2004 and in Zone 3 at 6 a.m. May 3 / , 2004.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
hereby authorizes the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to close any portion of 
Louisiana's inside waters to protect small white shrimp 
if biological and technical data indicate the need to do 
so, or enforcement problems develop.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 2004 
Spring Shrimp Season in Louisiana state waters is 
attached to and made part of this resolution.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

Dwight Landreneau, Secretary 
La. Dept. of Wildlife and 
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 

and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows 

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures 

to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open 

seasons each year for all or part of inside waters and shall have 

the authority to open or close outside waters, the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission does hereby set the 2004 Spring Shrimp Season 

in Louisiana state waters to open as follows:

Shrimp Management Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inside 

waters from the Mississippi State line to the eastern shore of 

South Pass of the Mississippi River, to open at 6 a.m. May 

2004, except the open waters of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds as 

described in the menhaden rule (LAC 76:VII.307D)which shall open at 

6 a.m. May Jcj?, 2 0 04, and

Shrimp Management Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inside 

waters from the eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi 

River westward to the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest 

Pass at Marsh Island, as well as that portion of the State's 

Outside Waters south of the Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as described 

in R.S. 56:495 from the Atchafalaya River Channel at Eugene Island 

as delineated by the River Channel Buoy Line to Freshwater Bayou 

Canal at longitude 92° 181 33" W, all to open at 6 a.m. May )



2004, and

Shrimp Management Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inside 

waters from the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass 

at Marsh Island westward to the Texas State Line, to open at 6 a.m. 

May 2J_, 2004 .

The Commission also hereby grants authority to the Secretary 

of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to close any portion of 

the State's inside waters to protect small white shrimp if 

biological and technical data indicates the need to do so, or 

enforcement problems develop.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.

C h a i r m a n
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RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA W ILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF W ILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

May 6, 2004

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Constitution provides that the control and supervision of the 
wildlife of the state, including all aquatic life, is vested with the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission;

WHEREAS, with the exception of catfish and crawfish, the current statutes have clearly 
and historically placed aquaculture under the control and supervision of 
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and the Louisiana 
Department o f W ildlife and Fisheries;

WHEREAS, it is the primary purpose of the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries
Commission to protect the wildlife of the state, including the aquatic 
resources o f the state, including all indigenous species, and their habitat;

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 559 transfers substantial control and supervision over
aquaculture to the Louisiana Department o f Agriculture and Forestry, 
including establishing the Aquaculture Council in that Department, 
licensing of aquaculture facilities, regulation o f aquaculture species, and 
enforcement over most aspects of aquaculture. This substantially 
diminishes the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries Comm ission’s control and 
supervision over the aquatic resources o f the state by granting the 
Commissioner of Agriculture at least equal if not greater authority over 
aquatic species;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries
Commission respectfully opposes passage of Senate Bill 559 and 
respectfully requests the Louisiana Senate and House of Representatives 
to vote against this bill.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, should Senate Bill 559 pass the Louisiana Senate and 
House of Representatives, the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries 
Commission respectfully requests Governor Blanco to veto this bill.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
requests that a copy of this Resolution be delivered to Governor Blanco 
and to each member o f the Louisiana Senate and each member of the 
Louisiana House of Representatives.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman
La. W ildlife and Fisheries Com m ission



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA W ILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMM ISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF W ILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

May 6 ,2004

W HEREAS, the Louisiana Constitution provides that the control and supervision of the 
wildlife of the state, including all aquatic life, is vested with the Louisiana 
W ildlife and Fisheries Commission;

WHEREAS, with the exception of catfish and crawfish, the current statutes have clearly 
and historically placed aquaculture under the control and supervision of 
the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries Commission and the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries;

WHEREAS, it is the primary purpose o f the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries
Commission to protect the wildlife o f the state, including the aquatic 
resources o f the state, including all indigenous species, and their habitat;

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 559 transfers substantial control and supervision over
aquaculture to the Louisiana Department o f Agriculture and Forestry, 
including establishing the Aquaculture Council in that Department, 
licensing of aquaculture facilities, regulation o f aquaculture species, and 
enforcement over most aspects of aquaculture. This substantially 
diminishes the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Com m ission’s control and 
supervision over the aquatic resources of the state by granting the 
Commissioner of Agriculture at least equal if not greater authority over 
aquatic species;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries
Commission respectfully opposes passage o f Senate Bill 559 and 
respectfully requests the Louisiana Senate and House o f Representatives 
to vote against this bill.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, should Senate Bill 559 pass the Louisiana Senate and 
House o f Representatives, the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries 
Commission respectfully requests Governor Blanco to veto this bill.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries Commission
requests that a copy o f this Resolution be delivered to Governor Blanco 
and to each member of the Louisiana Senate and each member o f the 
Louisiana House of Representatives.

B ill  A . B u sb ice , Jr., C hairm an
La. W ild life  and F ish er ies  C o m m iss io n
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Regular Session, 2004 

SENATE BILL NO. 559

BY SENATORS ELLINGTON AND SMITH AND REPRESENTATIVE TOWNSEND

MARKETING/PROMOTION. Creates the Louisiana Aquaculture Coordinating Council, 
(gov sig)

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 36:802.6 andR.S. 44:4.1(B)(1), and to enact Part XVI of Chapter 

5 of Title 3 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes o f 1950, to be comprised of R.S. 

3:559.1 through 559.14, and R.S. 36:629(Q), relative to aquacultural development; 

to create the Louisiana Aquaculture Coordinating Council; to provide for the 

membership, organization, powers, and duties o f the Louisiana Aquaculture 

Coordinating Council; to provide for the powers of the commissioner of the 

Department o f Agriculture and Forestry; to require certain aquatic producers to 

obtain a license or permit; to provide for the cost and issuance of such license or 

permit; to establish criteria for inspecting licensed facilities; to provide for the 

deposit and disbursement of fees and penalties; to enumerate violations; to provide 

for investigations of facilities; to provide civil penalties for violations; and to provide 

for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. Part XVI of Chapter 5 of Title 3 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, 

comprised of R.S. 3:559.1 through 559.14, is hereby enacted to read as follows:

PART XVI. LOUISIANA AQUACULTURAL DEVELOPMENT ACT

P a g e  1 o f  2 4

C O D IN G : W o r d s  in  s t r u c k  t h ro u g h  a re  d e le t io n s  f ro m  e x is t in g  la w ; w o r d s
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Part XVI is all proposed new law.

§559.1. Short title

R.S. 3:559.1 is all proposed new law.

This Part shall be known and may be referred to as the "Louisiana 

Aquacultural Development Act."

§559.2. Legislative findings; purpose 

R.S. 3:559.2 is all proposed new law.

A. The legislature hereby finds and declares that a substantial production of 

aquatic livestock in private, constructed facilities occurs yearly in Louisiana, which 

substantially contributes to the vitality o f Louisiana’s economy. The raising and 

harvesting of these aquatic livestock is substantially similar to and utilizes similar 

production practices as are used in traditional agriculture. Therefore, the legislature 

finds that the raising and harvesting of aquatic livestock in a private, constructed 

environment is agriculture, and that aquatic livestock in such an environment is not 

wildlife.

B. No unified program for overseeing and coordinating modem, sustainable 

aquacultural production exists in Louisiana. The development of a modem 

aquaculture industry through a regulatory program that allows for the development 

of current and future aquacultural production will be beneficial to the economy of 

this state.

C. The purpose of this Part is to provide a regulatory framework for the 

orderly development and maintenance of a modem aquacultural segment of 

Louisiana's agriculture industry and for the promotion of aquaculture and 

aquacultural products.

§559.3. Terms defined 

R.S. 3:559.3 is all proposed new law.

As used in this Part, the following terms defined in this Section shall have the 

meanings herein given to them, except where the context expressly indicates 

otherwise:

Page 2 of 24
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(1) "Aquaculture" means the producing, raising, managing, harvesting, or 

marketing o f aquatic livestock under controlled conditions.

(2) "Aquatic livestock" means finfish species and crawfish produced, raised, 

managed, or harvested within or from a constructed impoundment in compliance 

with rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this Part.

(3) "Aquatic producer" means any person engaged in producing, raising, 

managing, harvesting, or marketing aquatic livestock.

(4) "Commissioner" means the Louisiana commissioner o f agriculture and 

forestry.

(5) "Council" means the Louisiana Aquaculture Coordinating Council.

(6) "Department" means the Louisiana Department o f Agriculture and 

Forestry.

(7) "Facility" means any piece of property that contains a constructed 

impoundment or other area where aquatic livestock are produced, raised, managed, 

harvested, or marketed.

(8) "Impoundment" means any private constructed pond, lake, reservoir, tank, 

cage, or other means of containment that has no inlet from or outlet to any public 

waters.

(9) "Person" means an individual, partnership, firm, company, association, 

corporation, limited liability company and any other legal entity or group o f persons. 

§559.4. Louisiana Aquaculture Coordinating Council; creation, organization

R.S. 3:559.4 is all proposed new law.

A. The Louisiana Aquaculture Coordinating Council is hereby created and 

shall be within the department. The council shall be domiciled in Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana.

B. The council shall consist of members appointed by the commissioner, and 

confirmed by the Senate, as follows:

(1) One member shall be a fishery biologist nominated by the Louisiana State 

University Agricultural Center.
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(2) One member shall be a fishery biologist nominated by the Louisiana 

Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries.

(3) One member shall be an aquatic biologist nominated by the University of 

Louisiana System.

(4) One member shall be an active aquatic producer appointed from a list of 

three persons nominated by the Louisiana Farm Bureau.

(5) One member shall be an active aquatic producer appointed from a list of 

three persons nominated by the Louisiana Catfish Promotion and Research Board.

(6) One member shall be an active aquatic producer appointed from a list of 

three persons nominated by the Louisiana Catfish Farmers Association.

(7) One member shall be an active aquatic producer appointed from a list of 

three persons nominated by the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

(8) One member shall be a Louisiana vocational agriscience teacher appointed 

from a list of three persons nominated by the Louisiana Vocational Agriscience 

Teachers’ Association.

(9) One member shall be a consumer appointed from the public at large.

(10) One member shall be appointed from the Department o f Economic 

Development.

(11) One member shall be an active game fish grower appointed from a list 

o f three persons nominated by the Louisiana Game Fish Growers Association.

(12) One member shall be an active member o f the Louisiana Bass Anglers 

and Sportsmen Society appointed from a list o f three persons nominated by that 

organization.

(13) One member shall be an active member of the Coastal Conservation 

Association of Louisiana appointed from a list o f three persons nominated by that 

organization.

(14) One member shall be an active aquatic producer appointed from a list 

o f three persons nominated by the Louisiana Crawfish Producers Association.

(15) One member shall be appointed from a list o f three persons nominated
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by the Southern University Agricultural Center.

C. The commissioner and the secretary of the Department o f Wildlife and 

Fisheries, or their respective designees, shall serve ex officio and shall have all rights 

and responsibilities o f appointed members, including being counted for purposes of 

constituting a quorum.

D. At the same time and in the same manner, the commissioner shall appoint 

one alternate for each appointed member. Each alternate shall possess the same 

qualifications as the member for whom he is appointed as an alternate. When a 

member is unable to be present at any meeting of the council, his alternate shall serve 

in his place. Any alternate serving in the place of a member shall be deemed to be a 

member for purposes o f that meeting and shall exercise all of the powers vested by 

law in the member, including the right to vote.

E. Appointed members and alternates shall serve terms concurrent with the 

term of the commissioner making the appointment.

F. A vacancy in the office of a member or an alternate shall be filled in the 

same manner as the original appointment for the remainder o f the unexpired term. If 

any board or association named in this Section ceases to exist or does not submit a 

full list o f names to the commissioner within thirty days after he requests a list of 

names, then the commissioner may appoint any otherwise qualified person not 

already appointed to the council.

G. A majority of the members of the council shall constitute a quorum.

H. Members of the council shall not receive any salary for performing their 

duties as members.

I. The council shall meet as needed at the call o f the chairman.

J. The council, by a vote of a majority o f the members, may expel a member 

or alternate for good cause shown. Good cause shall include but shall not be limited 

to three consecutive unexcused absences. The expulsion of a member or alternate 

creates a vacancy in that office.

§559.5. Officers and employees
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R.S. 3:559.5 is all proposed new law.

A. The commissioner or his designee shall serve as chairman of the council. 

The members shall elect such other officers as they deem necessary.

B. The council shall employ a director and assistant director who shall be 

appointed by the council, subject to the approval of the commissioner. The director 

and assistant director shall be in the unclassified service. The commissioner is 

authorized to employ such other personnel necessary for the efficient and proper 

administration o f this Part. All employees o f the council shall be under the direction 

and supervision o f the commissioner.

§559.6. Powers

R.S. 3:559.6 is all proposed new law.

A. The council shall have the following powers and responsibilities:

(1) To develop and advise on the implementation of a regulatory framework 

for the orderly development and maintenance of a modem, sustainable aquacultural 

segment of Louisiana's agriculture industry and to promote aquaculture and 

aquacultural products.

(2) To determine and recommend to the commissioner and the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission, based on a scientific risk assessment, which species of aquatic 

livestock are suitable for aquaculture in Louisiana.

(3) To recommend to the commissioner criteria for requiring permits and for 

the granting or denying o f licenses and permits issued pursuant to this Part.

(4) To hold hearings on alleged violations of the provisions of this Part or of 

the rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this Part.

(5) To advise the commissioner on the civil penalties to be imposed or the 

injunctive or other civil relief to be sought for violations o f the provisions o f this Part 

or o f the rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this Part.

(6) To perform such other advisory functions as the commissioner may assign 

to the council.

B. The commissioner shall have the following powers:
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(1) Adopt rules and regulations as are necessary to implement the provisions 

of this Part, including regulations establishing the criteria for granting or denying 

licenses and permits, based upon recommendations made by the council. All rules 

and regulations shall be adopted in accordance with the provisions o f this Part and 

promulgated in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et 

seq.

(2) Administer and enforce the provisions o f this Part and the rules and 

regulations adopted pursuant to this Part.

(3) Collect, administer and disburse the proceeds of all fees, interest, penalties 

and other monies collected pursuant to this Part.

(4) Issue licenses and permits to persons engaged in aquacultural activities in 

accordance with this Part.

(5) Conduct inspections and investigations in accordance with the provisions 

of this Part, and any rules and regulations adopted pursuant to the provisions of this 

Part.

(6) Seek and obtain injunctive or other civil relief to restrain and prevent 

violations of this Part, rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this Part, or orders 

and rulings issued pursuant to this Part.

(7) Institute civil proceedings to enforce orders or rulings, collect any fees, 

fines, penalties or costs due under this Part or to otherwise enforce the provisions of 

this Part or rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this Part.

(8) Issue a stop order to prevent a violation or further violation of this Part or 

o f any rule or regulation adopted pursuant to this Part.

C. Any suit filed pursuant to this Part may be filed in East Baton Rouge 

Parish or in any other parish of proper venue.

§559.7. Determination of species o f aquatic livestock suitable for aquaculture in 

Louisiana

R.S. 3:559.7 is all proposed new law.

A. The council shall initiate the process by making a preliminary proposal 
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1

2
regarding a species being considered for aquaculture. The preliminary proposal must 

be approved by a majority vote.

B. (l)  No rule or regulation authorized by Subsection A of this Section shall 

be promulgated except following a recommendation of the council that a species is 

aquatic livestock suitable for aquaculture.

(2) The council shall conduct a public meeting to consider recommending 

whether a species may be declared as aquatic livestock suitable for aquaculture and 

conditions or limitations related thereto.

(3) Prior to the public meeting, the council shall obtain all scientific data 

reasonably available to it. The council shall consider all reports and 

recommendations submitted to it, all scientific data available to it and all public 

comments received at the public meeting prior to making its recommendations.

(4) The council^ recommendations shall be in writing and shall be approved 

at a public meeting of the council by a majority of the council. Such final approval 

may be adopted at the public meeting required by this Subsection or at a subsequent 

public meeting of the council. The recommendations shall be a detailed report 

including the recommendation as to whether the species is aquatic livestock suitable 

for aquaculture, the reasons for the recommendations, and proposed regulations 

regarding the producing, raising, managing, harvesting, and transporting of the 

aquatic livestock.

C. A copy of the council’s recommendations shall be sent to the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission and to all persons and state agencies that submitted written 

reports or recommendations or who were present at the public meeting and provided 

the council with a mailing address.

D. After receiving recommendations from the council, the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission shall consider the council’s recommendations at one of its 

monthly meetings or at a special meeting called for that purpose. After considering 

the recommendations of the council, the commission shall determine if a 

recommended species is suitable for aquaculture. If the commission determines
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suitability for aquaculture, it shall adopt a rule to that effect and, in addition, adopt 

rules and regulations it deems reasonable or necessary to prevent the species from 

having a detrimental impact on the natural resources of the state. Any such rule or 

regulation shall be adopted in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act. 

However, any such rule or regulation promulgated by the commission may be 

promulgated in accordance with the procedures in R.S. 49:953(B). No species shall 

be authorized as suitable for aquaculture and deemed aquatic livestock except by 

rules and regulations promulgated by the commission or, if the commission fails to 

act within ninety days following the submission of the council’s report, by the 

commissioner as provided in Subsection E o f this Section. Those species which have 

been previously approved for aquaculture as of the effective date o f this Act shall 

continue to be approved under the rules and regulations in effect at the time of their 

approval and shall be deemed to be aquatic livestock; provided, however, that the 

appropriate regulatory authority shall be authorized to amend said rules and 

regulations as appropriate and in the best interest o f the state.

E. Within ninety days after submission of the council’s report, the 

commission shall take action on the report. Such action may include approval of the 

council’s recommendations, approval with modifications to the recommendations, 

or rejection of the council’s recommendations. If the commission fails to take any 

action within ninety days, the commissioner may proceed with submitting a notice 

of intent for the proposed rule to the Louisiana Register. If the commission’s action 

approves the council’s recommendations as transmitted and proceeds to adopt rules 

and regulations in accordance with Subsection D of this Section, then the 

commissioner may proceed with rulemaking regarding that species. In no instance 

shall the rules and regulations promulgated by the commissioner lessen the 

requirements imposed by the commission or provide for a waiver thereof. If the 

commission’s action modifies in any way or rejects the council’s recommendations, 

the commissioner and the secretary of the Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries shall 

jointly decide whether to accept the commission’s action. If the commissioner and
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secretary decide not to accept the commission’s action, the commissioner and 

secretary shall jointly present a revised recommendation to the commission, at which 

time the commission may accept the revised recommendation as presented or with 

modifications, or may reject the revised recommendation. If the commission accepts 

the joint revised recommendation of the commissioner and secretary, the 

commissioner may proceed with rulemaking for that species. If the commissioner and 

secretary accept the action o f the commission, the commissioner may proceed with 

rulemaking for that species. If the commissioner and secretary cannot agree on a 

revised recommendation, then the matter may be referred back to the commission for 

reconsideration. There shall be no limit on the number of times the commission may 

consider recommendations regarding a particular species from the council or the 

commissioner or secretary. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the 

council, commissioner or secretary shall require the approval o f the commission's 

action in hearings before a joint legislative committee on Agriculture, Forestry, 

Aquaculture and Rural Development and before a joint legislative committee on 

Natural Resources.

F. The criteria to be used by the council, the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries, the Wildlife and, Fisheries Commission, and the commissioner in 

determining whether a species is suitable for aquaculture shall include but not be 

limited to the following:

(1) Whether the species is established in Louisiana.

(2) Whether the aquacultural production and marketing of the species is 

viable and sustainable.

(3) Whether the species can be produced, maintained, and harvested in such 

a manner as to minimize, to reasonable probability, the escape of the species into the 

wild.

(4) Any other scientific data regarding the species including the potential to 

harm the natural resources of the state.

(5) Whether the Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries can insure the
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enforcement of current rules and regulations regarding the taking of gamefish and 

maintain and preserve the species to the same extent as currently existed prior to the 

passage of this Act.

G. Rules promulgated pursuant to this Section shall be subject to legislative 

oversight consistent with R.S. 49:968.

§559.8. Aquacultural production; licensing; fees; records 

R.S. 3:559.8 is all proposed new law.

A. Every aquatic producer of a suitable species o f aquatic livestock shall 

obtain a license from the department for each facility owned or operated by the 

aquatic producer. Each license shall be renewed annually. An application for a 

license shall be on a form furnished by the department and shall solicit such 

information as the department deems reasonably pertinent. A fee or structured fees 

for licenses, permits, applications for licenses, inspections, and other services 

required under this Part may be adopted by rule or regulation, based upon the 

recommendation o f the council. The amount o f any fees shall not generate revenues 

in excess o f the total cost involved in providing the license, permit, or service.

B. Prior to approval and issuance of any license, the Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall jointly 

inspect each facility subject to the license to determine that aquatic livestock at the 

facility are in compliance with the rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this Part.

C. The criteria used by the department in inspecting the facility shall be 

established by rules and regulations adopted in consultation with the council. The 

criteria used shall include the following:

(I) The species of aquatic livestock to be raised, maintained, or harvested at 

the facility.

(2) Whether the species is established in Louisiana.

(3) The physical location and size of the facility.

(4) The topography of the facility and the surrounding area.

(5) The approximate number o f individual aquatic livestock at the facility.
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(6) The facility’s operational plan.

(7) The type o f impoundment at the facility.

(8) The filtering or treatment system to be used to prevent the passage of 

eggs, larvae, juveniles, adults, waste, and unpurified water from the facility into areas 

or waters outside the facility.

(9) The emergency plan to become operational in the event o f flooding or 

natural or man-made disasters.

(10) The most current best management practices for the type o f facility.

D. Licensed aquatic producers shall maintain and preserve records as

required by the rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this Part.

§559.9. Inspections; investigations; confidentiality 

R.S. 3:559.9 is all proposed new law.

A. The department may conduct an investigation if it has reason to believe 

that a violation of this Part or the rules or regulations adopted pursuant to this Part 

may occur or has occurred. In connection with any such investigation, the department 

may issue subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses or the production of 

documents and records anywhere in the state. The subpoenas shall be served as 

provided for the service o f subpoenas under the Administrative Procedure Act.

B. The department shall have access, during normal working hours, to any 

premises where there is reason to believe that aquatic livestock are being produced, 

maintained, harvested, or marketed. The department may examine any facility and 

any records relating to the production, maintenance, harvesting, or marketing of 

aquatic livestock. Entrance on the premises under the provisions of this Subsection 

shall not be deemed to be criminal trespass under any state law or local ordinance.

C. If any person is found guilty of violating this Part or any rule or regulation 

adopted pursuant to this Part, or is found guilty o f a criminal violation as a result of 

an investigation by the department, then the person found guilty shall reimburse the 

department the cost o f the investigation.

D. The records of investigations conducted under the provisions of this

P a g e  12  o f  2 4

C O D IN G : W o r d s  in  s t r u c k  t h ro u g h  a re  d e le t io n s  f r o m  e x is t in g  la w ; w o r d s

u n d e r s c o r e d  a n d  b o l d f a c e d  a re  a d d i t io n s .



1
2
3

4

5

6
7

8
9

10
11

12
13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
21
22
23

24

25

26

27

28

29

S L S  0 4 -4 8 1 R E E N G R O S S E D

S B  N o . 5 5 9

Section shall be confidential and shall not be public records for the purposes of 

Chapter 1 of Title 44 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes o f 1950.

E. The Department of Agriculture and Forestry and the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries are authorized to jointly inspect each facility licensed pursuant 

to R.S. 3:559.8 to determine that the aquatic livestock and the facility are in 

compliance with the rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this Part.

§559.10. Stop order

R.S. 3:559.10 is all proposed new law.

A. The commissioner may issue a stop order prohibiting the production, 

harvesting, distribution, sale, offer for sale, application, movement, or disturbance 

of any aquatic livestock or products derived therefrom to prevent a violation or 

continued violation of this Part or the rules or regulations adopted pursuant to this 

Part.

B. Any person aggrieved by a stop order may petition for a hearing on the 

matter. The hearing shall be held in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 

3:559.13(D).

C. Based on the results o f the hearing, or a consent agreement mutually 

entered into by the department and a violator, the commissioner may take one or 

more o f the following actions:

(1) Release the aquatic livestock or product from the stop order.

(2) Require the cause for the stop order to be remedied prior to releasing the 

stop order.

(3) Destroy the aquatic livestock or product.

(4) Provide for the disposition of the aquatic livestock or product.

§559.11. Deposit and disbursement o f fees and other monies

R.S. 3:559.11 is all proposed new law.

A. All fees, interest, penalties, and other monies received under the provisions 

of this Part shall be deposited in a special fund established for the council. The 

commissioner, as authorized by the council, shall make disbursements from the fund
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for the activities o f the council authorized by the Part.

B. The monies in the fund shall be used for the following purposes:

(1 ) To provide for the expenses o f the program established by this Part. The 

commissioner may retain a portion o f the total assessments collected, as is necessary 

to defray the costs o f collecting assessments, administering and enforcing this Part.

(2) To fund all costs o f the council related to the orderly development o f a 

modern, sustainable aquacultural segment of Louisiana’s agriculture industry and 

promotion of aquaculture and aquacultural products.

§559.12. Violations; cost of remedying violations 

R.S. 3:559.12 is all proposed new law.

A. Violations of this Part shall include, but shall not be limited to, the 

following:

(1) Conducting business as an aquatic producer o f aquatic livestock without 

a valid, unsuspended license or permit if  a license or permit is required of that 

producer.

(2) Producing, maintaining, harvesting, or marketing aquatic livestock that 

has not been approved by the commissioner as aquatic livestock suitable for 

aquaculture pursuant to this Part.

(3) Allowing the discharge or passage o f eggs, larvae, juveniles, or adults of 

aquatic livestock requiring a license, or their waste or unpurified water, into areas or 

waters outside the facility.

(4) Submitting false or fraudulent information on any application for a license 

or permit or in regard to any inspection or investigation by the department.

(5) Maintaining false or fraudulent records.

(6) Knowingly operating faulty or unsafe equipment at a facility.

(7) Operating a facility in a faulty, careless, or negligent manner.

(8) Refusing or failing to properly maintain a facility.

(9) Refusing or failing to properly dispose of eggs, larvae, juveniles, or adults 

o f aquatic livestock requiring a license or their waste or unpurified water from a
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facility.

(10) Refusing or failing to keep and maintain the records required by this Part 

or the rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this Part.

(11) The aiding or abetting of, or conspiring to aid or abet, any unlicensed or 

unpermitted person in the violation of the provisions of this Part, or o f the rules and 

regulations adopted pursuant to this Part.

(12) Allowing a license or permit to be used by another person.

(13) Interfering with the council, the commissioner, or the department or their 

representatives in the performance of their duties in connection with this Part.

(14) Refusing or failing to pay any fines legally imposed pursuant to this Part.

(15) Violating any provision of this Part, any rule or regulation adopted 

pursuant to this Part, or any stop order issued pursuant to this Part.

§559.13. Penalties; enforcement 

R.S. 3:559.13 is all proposed new law.

A. Any person who violates any provision of this Part or any rule or 

regulation adopted pursuant thereto or any provision o f a stop order shall be subject 

to a civil penalty of not more than five thousand dollars for each act of violation and 

for each day o f violation. Each day on which a violation occurs shall be a separate 

offense.

B. Any licensee or permittee who violates any of the provisions of this Part 

or the rules or regulations adopted pursuant thereto or any stop order shall be subject 

to having his license or permit suspended, revoked or placed on probation, in 

addition to any other penalties authorized by this Part.

C. In addition to any penalty that may be imposed under Subsections A or B 

of this Section, any person who operates a facility requiring a license from which 

eggs, larvae, juveniles, or adults o f aquatic livestock or their waste or unpurified 

water escape or are released may be required to reimburse the state or appropriate 

state agency or agencies the cost incurred by them in the destroying, removing, 

containing, or monitoring of the release or discharge. It shall be an affirmative
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defense that the release or discharge was an act of nature or sabotage if the aquatic 

producer operating the facility held at the time of the release or discharge, a valid 

unsuspended license listing the facility. No affirmative defense shall be available to 

an aquatic producer if, at the time of the release or discharge, he was unlicensed, or 

if  his license was suspended, or if  the facility from which the release or discharge 

came was not listed on his license, or if  he was producing, managing, harvesting, or 

marketing aquatic livestock that had not been determined to be suitable for 

aquaculture pursuant to this Part.

D. Penalties and costs o f reimbursement may be assessed only by a ruling of 

the commissioner based upon an adjudicatory hearing held in accordance with the 

provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act and this Part. The council shall be 

convened by the commissioner for the purpose of hearing any alleged violation of 

this Part or any rule or regulation adopted pursuant to this Part, or to impose the cost 

o f reimbursement. The commissioner shall appoint a hearing officer to preside over 

the hearing. The council shall make an initial determination on the matter. This 

determination shall be submitted to the commissioner in writing. The commissioner 

shall make the final determination on the matter. If the determination of the 

commissioner differs from the determination of the board, the commissioner shall 

issue a written opinion based on the record of the hearing.

E. In addition to civil penalties, the cost o f the adjudicatory hearing may be 

assessed against any person found to be in violation of this Part or the rules or 

regulations adopted pursuant to this Part. The amount o f costs to be assessed in 

adjudicatory hearings shall be established by rule or regulation.

F. Any action brought for civil violation shall not preclude criminal 

prosecution for the same violation of this Part or rules and regulations promulgated 

hereunder. Any violation of rules or regulations promulgated by the commission 

pursuant to R.S; 3:559.7(D) shall be a class two violation as defined by R.S. 56:32. 

§559.14. Application

R.S. 3:559.14 is all proposed new law.
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The provisions of this Part shall not apply to any freshwater game fish as 

provided in R.S. 56:327(A)(l)(a).

Section 2. R.S. 36:802.6 is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 36:629(Q) is 

hereby enacted to read as follows:

§629. Transfer of boards, commissions, departments, and agencies to the

R.S. 36:629(0) is all proposed new law.

Q. The Louisiana Aquaculture Coordinating Council, as created in R.S. 

3:559.4, is placed within the Department o f Agriculture and Forestry and shall 

exercise its powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities in the manner provided by 

R.S. 36:802.6.

§802.6. Transfer; certain appointive authority retained

The agencies placed in the Department o f Agriculture and Forestry by R.S.

functions, and responsibilities as provided in R.S. 36:802, except that each agency, 

subject to the approval of the commissioner of agriculture and forestry, shall appoint 

its own director and assistant director.

Section 3. R.S. 44:4.1(B)(1) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows: 

§4.1. Exceptions

B. The legislature further recognizes that there exist exceptions, exemptions, 

and limitations to the laws pertaining to public records throughout the revised 

statutes and codes of this state. Therefore, the following exceptions, exemptions, and 

limitations are hereby continued in effect by incorporation into this Chapter by 

citation:

Department o f Agriculture and Forestry

* *

exercise and carry out all powers, duties,

(1) R.S. 3:552.24, 556.10, 557.12, 558.10, 559.9. 750, 1313, 1367, 1901,
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3204,3221,3370, 3421, 3706, 4021, 4110

2 *

3 Section 4. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not

4 signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature

5 by the governor, as provided by Article lU, Section 18 o f the Constitution o f Louisiana, ff

6 vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become

7 effective on the day following such approval.

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part 
of the legislative instrument, were prepared by Todd Parker.

Ellington (SB 559) DIGEST

Proposed law creates the Louisiana Aquaculture Coordinating Council within the
Department o f Agriculture and Forestry.

Provides that the council shall consist of members appointed by the commissioner, and
confirmed by the senate, as follows:

(1) One member shall be a fishery biologist nominated by the Louisiana State University 
AgCenter.

(2) One member shall be a fishery biologist nominated by the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries.

(3) One member shall be an aquatic biologist nominated by the University o f Louisiana 
System.

(4) One member shall be an active aquatic producer appointed from a list of three 
persons nominated by the Louisiana Farm Bureau.

(5) One member shall be an active aquatic producer appointed from a list of three 
persons nominated by the Louisiana Catfish Promotion and Research Board.

(6) One member shall be an active aquatic producer appointed from a list o f three 
persons nominated by the Louisiana Catfish Farmers Association.

(7) One member shall be an active aquatic producer appointed from a list o f three 
persons nominated by the secretary o f the Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries.

(8) One member shall be a Louisiana Vocational Agriscience Teacher appointed from 
a list o f three persons nominated by the Louisiana Vocational Agriscience Teachers’ 
Association.

(9) One member shall be a consumer appointed from the public at large.

(10) One member shall be appointed from the Department o f Economic Development.

(11) One member shall be an active game fish grower appointed from a list o f three
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persons nominated by the Louisiana Game Fish Growers Association.

(12) One member shall be an active member of the Louisiana Bass Anglers and 
Sportsmen Society appointed from a list o f three persons nominated by that 
organization.

(13) One member shall be an active member o f the Coastal Conservation Association of 
Louisiana appointed from a list o f three persons nominated by that organization.

(14) One member shall be an active aquatic producer appointed from a list o f three 
persons nominated by the La. Crawfish Producers Association.

(15) One member shall be appointed from a list of three persons nominated by the 
Southern University Agricultural Center.

Proposed law provides that commissioner and the secretary o f the Department o f Wildlife 
and Fisheries, or their respective designees, shall serve ex officio and shall have all rights and 
responsibilities o f appointed members, including being counted for purposes of constituting 
a quorum. Provides for the appointment o f alternate members. Alternate members shall 
possess the same qualifications as the member for whom he is appointed as an alternate.

Proposed law provides that members of the council shall not receive any salary for 
performing their duties as members. Provides that the council shall employ a director and 
assistant director who shall be appointed by the council, subject to the approval o f the 
commissioner.

Proposed law provides that the council shall have the following powers and responsibilities:

(1) To develop and advise on the implementation of a regulatory framework for the 
orderly development of a modem, sustainable aquacultural segment o f Louisiana’s 
agriculture industry and to promote aquaculture and aquacultural products.

(2) To determine and recommend to the commissioner and the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission, based on a scientific risk assessment, which species o f aquatic livestock 
are suitable for aquaculture in Louisiana.

(3) To recommend to the commissioner criteria for requiring permits and for the granting 
or denying of licenses and permits issued pursuant to proposed law.

(4) To hold hearing on alleged violations of the provisions o f proposed law or of the 
rules and regulations adopted pursuant to proposed law.

(5) To advise the commissioner on the civil penalties to be imposed or the injunctive or 
other civil relief to be sought for violations of the provisions of proposed law or of 
the regulations adopted pursuant to proposed law.

(6) To perform such other advisory functions as the commissioner may assign to the 
council.

Proposed law provides that the commissioner shall have the following powers:

(1) Adopt regulations as are necessary to implement the provisions of proposed law, 
including regulations establishing the criteria for granting or denying licenses and 
permits, based upon recommendations made by the council.

(2 )
pursuant to proposed law.
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(3) Collect, administer and disburse the proceeds of all fees, interest, penalties and other 
monies collected pursuant to proposed law.

(4) Issue licenses and permits to persons engaged in aquacultural activities in accordance 
with proposed law.

(5) Conduct inspections and investigations in accordance with the provisions of the 
proposed law and any regulations adopted pursuant to its provisions.

(6) Seek and obtain injunctive or other civil relief to restrain and prevent violations of 
proposed law, regulations adopted pursuant to proposed law, or orders and rulings 
issued pursuant to proposed law.

(7) Institute civil proceedings to enforce orders or rulings, collect any fees, fines, 
penalties or costs due under proposed law or to otherwise enforce the provisions of 
proposed law or regulations adopted pursuant to proposed law.

(8) Issue a stop order to prevent a violation or further violation of proposed law or of any 
regulation adopted pursuant to proposed law.

Provides that the council shall conduct a public meeting to consider recommending whether 
a species may be declared as aquatic livestock suitable for aquaculture and conditions or 
limitations related thereto.

Provides that prior to the meeting, the council shall obtain all scientific data reasonably 
available to it. The council shall consider all reports and recommendations submitted to it, 
all scientific data available to it and all public comments received at the public meeting prior 
to making its recommendations. Requires the council’s recommendations to be in writing 
and be approved at a public meeting of the council by a majority o f the council. The 
recommendations shall be a detailed report including the recommendation as to whether the 
species is aquatic livestock suitable for aquaculture, the reasons for the recommendations, 
and proposed regulations regarding the producing, raising, managing, harvesting, and 
transporting of the aquatic livestock.

Proposed law requires that a copy of the council’s recommendations be sent to the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission and to all persons and state agencies that submitted written reports 
or recommendations or who were present at the public meeting and provided the council with 
a mailing address.

Proposed law provides that after receiving the recommendations o f the council, the 
commission shall consider the council’s recommendations at one of its monthly meetings. 
The commission shall determine whether the recommended species is suitable for 
aquaculture and adopt rules and regulations it deems necessary based upon their 
determination.

Proposed law provides that no species shall be authorized as suitable for aquaculture and 
deemed aquatic livestock except through rules and regulations adopted by the commission.

Proposed law requires the commission to take action within 90 days after submission o f the 
council’s report. If commission fails to take such action, the commissioner may proceed with 
proposing rules and regulations. If the commission’s action approves the council’s 
recommendations as transmitted and proceeds to adopt rules and regulations, then the 
commissioner may proceed with rulemaking regarding that species. Rules and regulations 
promulgated by the commissioner shall not lessen the requirements imposed by the 
commission.

Proposed law provides that if the commission action rejects or modifies the council’s
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recommendations, then the secretary and the commissioner shall jointly decide whether to 
accept the commission’s action. The commissioner and secretary may propose a revised 
recommendation to the commission for approval or rejection. If the revised recommendation 
is accepted, the commissioner may proceed with promulgating rules and regulations. If the 
secretary and commissioner cannot agree on a revised recommendation or the 
recommendation is rejected, the matter will be referred back to the commission for 
reconsideration. There is no limit to the number of times the commission may consider 
recommendations.

Proposed law provides that the council, commissioner, or secretary shall require the approval 
of the commission’s actions in hearings before a joint legislative committee on Agriculture, 
Forestry, Aquaculture, and Rural Development and before a joint legislative committee on 
Natural Resources.

Criteria to be used by the council, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission, and the commissioner in determining whether a species is suitable 
for aquaculture shall include but not be limited to the following:

(1) Whether the species is established in Louisiana.

(2) Whether the aquacultural production and marketing of the species is viable and 
sustainable.

(3) Whether the species can be produced, maintained, and harvested in such a manner 
as to minimize, to reasonable probability, the escape o f the species into the wild.

(4) Any other scientific data regarding the species including the potential to harm the 
natural resources of the state.

(5) Whether the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries can insure the enforcement of 
current rules and regulations regarding the taking of gamefish and maintain and 
preserve the species to the same extent as currently existed prior to the passage of 
proposed law.

Proposed law requires every aquatic producer o f a suitable species of aquatic livestock to 
obtain a license from the department for each facility owned or operated by the aquatic 
producer. Authorizes a fee or structured fees for licenses, permits, applications for licenses, 
inspections, and other services to be adopted by regulations, based upon the recommendation 
of the council. The amount of any fees shall not generate revenues in excess of the total cost 
involved in providing the license, permit, or service.

Requires the Department o f Agriculture and Forestry and the Department o f Wildlife and 
Fisheries, prior to approval and issuance of any license, to jointly inspect each facility subject 
to the license to determine that aquatic livestock at the facility is in compliance. Authorizes 
the Department o f Agriculture and Forestry and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to 
jointly inspect each facility licensed pursuant to proposed law to determine that the aquatic 
livestock and the facility are in compliance with the rules and regulations adopted pursuant

Proposed law authorizes the commissioner to issue a stop order prohibiting the production, 
harvesting, distribution, sale, offer for sale, application, movement, or disturbance of any 
aquatic livestock or products derived there from to prevent a violation or continued violation 
of proposed law.

Provides that all fees, interest, penalties, and other monies received under the provisions of 
proposed law shall be deposited in a special fund established for the council and shall be 
used for the following purposes:
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(1) To provide for the expenses of the program established by the proposed law. The 
commissioner may retain a portion o f the total assessments collected, as is necessary 
to defray the costs o f collecting assessments, administering and enforcing the 
proposed law.

(2) To fund all costs o f the council related to the orderly development o f a modem, 
sustainable aquacultural segment o f Louisiana’s agriculture industry and promotion 
of aquaculture and aquacultural products.

Provides that any person who violates any provision of proposed law or any regulation 
adopted pursuant thereto or any provision o f a stop order shall be subject to a civil penalty 
of not more than $5,000 for each act of violation and for each day of violation. Each day on 
which a violation occurs shall be a separate offense. Provides that any licensee or permittee 
who violates any of the provisions of proposed law or the regulations adopted pursuant 
thereto or any stop order shall be subject to having his license or permit suspended, revoked 
or placed on probation, in addition to any other penalties authorized by proposed law.

Proposed law provides that any person who operates a facility requiring a license from which 
eggs, larvae, juveniles, or adults of aquatic livestock or their waste or unpurified water 
escape or are released may be required to reimburse the state or appropriate state agency or 
agencies the cost incurred by them in the destroying, removing, containing, or monitoring 
of the release or discharge.

Provides that penalties and costs o f reimbursement may be assessed only by a ruling of the 
commissioner based upon an adjudicatory hearing held in accordance with the provisions o f 
the Administrative Procedure Act and proposed law. Provides that in addition to civil 
penalties, the cost o f the adjudicatory hearing may be assessed against any person found to 
be in violation.

Provides that any action brought for civil violation shall not preclude criminal prosecution 
for the same violation of proposed law or rules and regulations adopted under proposed law, 
and that any violation of rules or regulations promulgated by the commission pursuant to 
R.S. 3:559.7(D) shall be a class two violation as defined in R.S. 56:32.

provided in R.S. 56:327(A)(l)(a).

Provides that provisions of proposed law relative to investigations are not subject to the 
Public Records Law.

Effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(Amends R.S. 36:802.6 and R.S. 44:4.1(B)(1); adds R.S. 3:559.1-559.14 and R.S.
36:629(Q))

Summary o f Amendments Adopted bv Senate

Committee Amendments Proposed by Senate Committee on Agriculture. 
Forestry. Aquaculture and Rural Development to the original bill.

1. Adds an active aquatic producer appointed from a list o f three persons 
nominated by the La. Crawfish Producers Association to the membership 
of the Council.

2. Provides that the council shall advise on the implementation of a 
regulatory framework.
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3. Requires the council to initiate the process regarding a species considered 
for aquaculture by making a preliminary proposal.

4. Provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall determine if 
a species is suitable for aquaculture and if that species may be brought 
into the state for that purpose and provides for class 2 violations.

5. Provides that if  the commission rejects the council’s recommendation, 
then the commissioner and the secretary o f the Department o f Wildlife 
and Fisheries shall jointly decide whether to declare the species to be 
aquatic livestock suitable for aquaculture, and authorizes the 
commissioner to proceed with rule making relative to that species if  he 
finds that the weight o f the scientific evidence is contrary to the 
commission’s decision.

6. Authorizes the commissioner, if  the commission fails to take any action 
within 90 days, to proceed with submitting a notice of intent for the 
proposed rule to the Louisiana Register.

7. Provides that any action brought for a civil violation shall not preclude 
criminal charges.

Senate Floor Amendments to engrossed bill.

1. Adds one member to the La. Aquaculture Coordinating Council that shall 
be appointed from a list o f three persons nominated by the Southern 
University Agricultural Center.

2. Changes procedures whereby a particular species is approved for
aquaculture. Provides for approval o f species as follows:

(a) Requires the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to consider the 
council’s recommendations for suitability for aquaculture at one 
of its monthly meetings or a special meeting to determine whether 
the recommended species is suitable for aquaculture and adopt 
rules and regulations it deems necessary based upon their 
determination.

(b) Requires the commission to take action within 90 days after 
submission o f the council’s report. If the commission fails to take 
such action, the commissioner may proceed with proposing rules 
and regulations. If the commission’s action approves the council’s 
recommendations as transmitted and proceeds to adopt rules and 
regulations, then the commissioner may proceed with rulemaking 
regarding that species. Rules and regulations promulgated by the 
commissioner shall not lessen the requirements imposed by the 
commission.

(c) Specifies that if  the commission action rejects or modifies the 
council’s recommendations, then the secretary of DWF and the 
commissioner shall jointly decide whether to accept the 
commission’s action. The commissioner and secretary may 
propose a revised recommendation to the commission for 
approval or rejection. If the revised recommendation is accepted, 
the commissioner may proceed with promulgating rules and 
regulations. If the secretary and commissioner cannot agree on a 
revised recommendation or the recommendation is rejected, the
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matter will be referred back to the commission for 
reconsideration.

(d) Provides that the council, commissioner, or secretary shall require 
the approval of the commission’s action in hearings before a joint 
legislative committee on Agriculture, Forestry, Aquaculture, and 
Rural Development and before a joint legislative committee on 
Natural Resources.
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3. Adds to the criteria to be used by the council, the commission, the DWF, 
and the commissioner, in determining whether a species is suitable for 
aquaculture, whether the DWF can insure the enforcement o f current 
rules and regulations regarding the taking of gamefish and maintain and 
preserve the species to the same extent as currently existed prior to the 
passage of proposed law.

4. Authorizes the Department o f Agriculture and Forestry and the 
Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries to jointly inspect each facility 
licensed pursuant to proposed law to determine that the aquatic livestock 
and the facility are in compliance with the rules and regulations adopted 
pursuant to proposed law.

5. Provides that any action brought for civil violation shall not preclude 
criminal prosecution for the same violation of proposed law or rules and 
regulations adopted under proposed law, and that any violation of rules 
or regulations promulgated by the commission pursuant to R.S. 
3:559.7(D) shall be a class two violation as defined in R.S. 56:32.

6. Provides that the provisions of proposed law shall not apply to any 
freshwater game fish as provided in R.S. 56:327(A)(l)(a).
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RESOLUTION
Suspension of a Portion of the Alligator Hide Tag Fee

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

May 6, 2004

WHEREAS R.S. 56:279(A) established the Alligator Resource Fund 
recognizing that the Louisiana alligator industry is a 
vital aspect of Louisiana's economic base, that one state 
agency, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has 
provided the impetus for inception and development of the 
total alligator conservation program, and

WHEREAS ' R.S. 56:279(A) further recognized the urgent need to 
support the alligator industry with, a comprehensive 
research and development program and recognizing the need 
to staff and fund the Department of. Wildlife and 
Fisheries with adequate personnel in order to service 
this industry's needs, and

WHEREAS R.S. 56:279(B) specified the goals of the Alligator 
Resource Fund, and provided specific requirements 
regarding the income and expenditures from the Alligator 
Resource Fund, and

WHEREAS R.S. 56:266 established The Louisiana Fur and Alligator 
Advisory Council providing that the Council shall be 
responsible for reviewing and approving recommended 
procedures, programs and contracts to be funded from the 
Louisiana Alligator Resource Fund, and

WHEREAS R.S. 56 :253C (2) (a) established the alligator hide tag fee 
shall be no more than four dollars for each raw alligator 
skin to be shipped, used for taxidermy, or tanned, and

WHEREAS in September 2002, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
suspended $2.00 of- the $4.00 tag fee for a period of 2 
years or until such time this Commission takes further 
• action, whichever occurs first, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
does hereby suspend #/_______ of the $4.00 alligator
hide tag fee for ______years or until this Commission
takes further action, whichever occurs first,



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does
hereby authorize the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to take any actions necessary, on 
the Commission's behalf, to develop a Declaration of 
Emergency, Notice of Intent, Fiscal and Economic Impact 
Statement, and Final Rule to comply with this resolution.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

Dwight Landreneau, Secretary 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries



RESOLUTION
Suspension of a Portion of the Alligator Hide Tag Fee

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

May 6, 2004

WHEREAS R.S. 56:279(A) established the Alligator Resource Fund 
recognizing that the Louisiana alligator industry is a 
vital aspect of Louisiana's economic base, that one state 
agency, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has 
provided the impetus for inception and development of the 
total alligator conservation program, and

WHEREAS R.S. 56:279(A) further recognized the urgent need to 
support the alligator industry with a comprehensive 
research and development program and recognizing the need 
to staff and fund the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries with adequate personnel in order to service 
this industry's needs, and

WHEREAS R.S. 56:279 (B) specified the goals of the Alligator 
Resource Fund, and provided specific requirements 
regarding the income and expenditures from the Alligator 
Resource Fund, and

WHEREAS R.S. 56:266 established The Louisiana Fur and Alligator 
Advisory Council providing that the Council shall be 
responsible for reviewing and approving recommended 
procedures, programs and contracts to be funded from the 
Louisiana Alligator Resource Fund, and

WHEREAS R.S. 56:253C(2) (a) established the alligator hide tag fee 
shall be no more than four dollars for each raw alligator 
skin to be shipped, used for taxidermy, or tanned, and

WHEREAS in September 2002, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
suspended $2.00 of the $4.00 tag fee for a period of 2 
years or until such time this Commission takes further 
action, whichever occurs first, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
does hereby suspend $1.00_____ of the $4.00 alligator
hide tag fee for two years or until this Commission 
takes further action, whichever occurs first,



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby authorize the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to take any actions necessary, on 
the Commission's behalf, to develop a Declaration of 
Emergency, Notice of Intent, Fiscal and Economic Impact 
Statement, and pffyal Rule to comply with this resolution.

BjfL^k'.UteasMce, Jr. , Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

dwighj/ Landreneau, Secretary 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries



In 2002 farmer’s paid 88% 
trapper’s paid 12%

Revenue in 2002 in excess o f  $31 million dollars.

In the past 15 years farmer’s have contributed 10 million plus in tag fees and 
severance tax.

Last year $100,000 o f  fees were spent on legal fees defending an issue which the 
fanner’s opposed from its inception. There is a possibility o f  spending more on 
legal fees for additional lawsuits threatened.

In 2000 the department decided to  start spending surplus funds without input from 
the people who contributed to  this surplus.

Farmer’s are facing a myriad o f  health problems the main 2 being Fix and West Nile. 
Farmer’s also need a cushion in case o f  unexpected disaster. They are willing to 
pay the costs o f  the program, even if  they pay more than their share o f benefits 
received, however they want a voice in how this money is spent in proportion to 
their contributions.

The department is ill serving its constituents when farmer’s pay 88% o f  fees to 
maintain program yet receive a  lesser percentage o f  benefits. It is time for this 
department to  recognize this fact and make an effort to bring all segments o f this 
industry together to work for the benefit o f  all concerned including the department.
The last paragraph from the first page o f  the Louisiana Alligator Management Program 
is a  veiled threat to  the farming industry and puts both burden and responsibility for the 
whole program on shoulders o f  farming industry. Although the department should 
continue doing research on farming program. I think calling this program experimental 
is not valid. The department is not separating farming cost from wild harvest cost.
If  farming industry would cease tom orrow  tag fees for trappers would be in the range 
o f  $15 per tag or more.



Louisiana Alligator Farmers & Ranchers Association

Dear Commissioners:

The alligator resource here in Louisiana is a unique commodity that requires careful 
management and we appreciate the efforts o f the Department to carry out that 
responsibility.

While we recognize that there is a cost associated with management o f the resource, the 
alligator farmers o f Louisiana feel that it is inappropriate for a state agency to collect 
excessive fees in order to finance the alligator management program. The existence and 
the magnitude o f  the Alligator Resource Fund is evidence that tag fees were 
unnecessarily high for many years.

In addition, the use o f the Alligator Resource Fund has been called into question as

generic marketing. To make matters worse, the Department used money from the Fund, 
more than 85% o f which are collected from farm skins, to contest and defend something 
that farmers and hide dealers have opposed for many years.

W e do support the use o f the Alligator Resource Fund for disease, husbandry and other 
research that is applicable to the farming industry and the wild resource. Again, since 
farmers generate the vast majority o f  the tag fees, the farming industry should have a fair 
and proportional representation on any committee that disperses money from the 
Alligator Resource Fund.

As for the matter at hand today, alligator farmers are willing to pay reasonable fees to the 
Department for services that enable and support the farming industry and conservation o f 
the alligator resource. With a balance o f  over two m illion dollars in the Alligator 
Resource Fund at the end o f  FY 2003, w e see no need to change the current $2 tag fee for 
the foreseeable future. We also recommend the judicial management o f the Alligator 
Resource Fund to supplement the cost o f  essential research and management needs as 
identified by the industry. Other uses o f  the Fund should be curtailed.

Thank you for taking our concerns under advisement.

1105 West Port Street Abbeville, Louisiana 70510

M ay 5, 2004

evident from the recent ruling by the 5th U.S. Circuit Court o f  Appeals concerning

S t^ % n S a g ^ ra ^ f  resident
La. Alligator Farmers and Ranchers Association



LOUISIANA’S ALLIGATOR MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Wild Alligator Program, Farm/Ranch Program Development, Statewide Nuisance 
Program, Research and Monitoring Activities, and Fur & Alligator Advisory Council

Louisiana statute and Federal/Intemational law dictate that the Louisiana Department o f  
Wildlife & Fisheries’ alligator conservation program be managed as a sustained use resource;
e.g., that wild populations are not adversely impacted through harvest.

On May 28, 1992, the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service published a  findings and rule 
(Federal Register/Vol. 57, No. 101) that approved the export o f  alligators harvested during the 
1992-1994 taking seasons for Louisiana. This rulemaking was renewed for 1995 through 1997 
and has been extended annually to permit export o f  alligators from Louisiana. The rule stipulates 
that management procedures previously established for the alligator be continued. 
Guidelines/management procedures required by the U.S.F.W.S. for state export programs are 
appended as Exhibit A.

Louisiana's alligator management program consists o f  two complex segments: research 
and management o f  wild alligator populations and a  statewide farm/ranching program. The 
alligator is managed as a  commercial species and the regulations developed in the 1970's were 
promulgated to provide for a long term  sustainable harvest o f  various components o f  the wild 

, alligator population. After years o f  uncontrolled exploitation and dwindling alligator 
populations, the Department closed the wild alligator season in 1962 and began an aggressive 
research and enforcement program. In 1972 the Department reopened the alligator season in 
Cameron Parish. The program was expanded to nine coastal parishes in 1979 and opened 
statewide in 1981. Since the program 's inception over 634,000 wild alligators, 4.3 million wild 
alligator eggs and 2.1 million farm raised alligators have been harvested, bringing millions o f  
dollars o f  revenue to farmers, trappers and landowners.

Revenues derived by farmers, trappers and landowners provide significant economic 
incentive which contributes to protection o f  the resource and maintenance o f  wetland habitats. 
The program is funded by self-generated revenues which include alligator hide tag and labeling 
fees, other alligator related fees and severance taxes on hides. Louisiana’s alligator management 
program has been used as a  model conservation program for crocodilians throughout the world.

LDW F has developed a  multitude o f  tasks, many o f  w hich are directly attributable to 
federal and/or international requirements regarding export o f  alligators. The tasks basically 
apply to management o f  the wild harvest program, management o f  the farming/ranching 
program, administration, monitoring, research, and industry development. Duties and 
responsibilities for alligator program staff are appended as Exhibit B.

The listing which follows summarizes the complex functions of the Department’s 
alligator management program. The accompanying feasibility index was developed to 
outline required program funding to maintain current program activities. A continued 
decrease in tag fee collections will require rapid changes in the Department’s 
“experimental” alligator egg collection and ranching programs which will result in 
significant decreases in farm raised alligator production. Additional information on 
program expenditures, income and balance in the Alligator Resource Fund are attached 
(Tables 1,2 and 3). General program performance data and program staffing for the 
period of 1997-2003 are summarized in Tables 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8.
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EXHIBIT A

Guidelines Developed for Office o f  Management Authority Findings on various State 
American Alligator Export Programs Under Provisions o f  Convention Article IV.2(B) 

(Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species)

1. Current State alligator trapping and tagging, meat and parts processing and 
shipping regulations must be on file with the Office o f  M anagement Authority 
(OMA);

2. Sample reporting forms, export tag, meat and parts packing seal, part tags, and 
description o f  standard meat/parts container must be on file with OMA;

3. The export tag must be durable, permanently locking, and must show U.S.-CITES 
logo, State o f  origin, season o f  take, species, and be serially unique;

4. The export tag, meat seal, and parts tag must be applied by the State to all hides, 
meat, or parts, within a  minimum time after take or processing, as specified by 
State law, and such time should be as short as possible to minimize movement o f  
untagged hides, meat, o r parts;

5. The tags or seals must be permanently attached to the hide o r container, as 
mandated by Service-approved State programs;

6. All alligator harvesters and processors must be registered by the State o f  origin;

7. All hide, meat, and parts dealers must be registered by the State o f  origin;

8. All State-registered alligator harvesters, processors, and dealers must make 
available their alligator harvest and commerce data to the State on at least an 
annual basis, as specified by the State;

9. State-registered alligator dealers and licensed harvesters authorized by the State to 
attach export tags to the hides, in a  program approved by the Service, must 
account for all tags received and must return unused tags to the State within a 
specified time after the harvest period closes;

10. Fully manufactured alligator hide products may be exported from the United 
States when the State-applied Convention export tags, removed from hides 
contained in the manufactured products, are surrendered to the Service prior to 
export;

11. Alligator meat and parts may be exported from the United States in State-standard 
containers that are sealed and marked in accordance with the State’s export 
program, as approved by the Service, and

12. Annual State program reports must be available to the Office o f  Management 
Authority no later than M ay 31 o f  each year.



Guidelines Developed for Office o f  Scientific Authority, Advice on Exports o f 
American Alligators Under the Provisions o f  Convention Article II.2 (A) 

(Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species)

A. Minimum requirements for biological information:

1. Information on the condition o f  the population, including trends (the method 
o f  determination to be a  matter o f  State choice), and the population 
estimates where such information is available;

2. Information on total harvest o f  the species;

3. Information on distribution o f  harvest; and

4. Habitat evaluation.

B. Minimum requirements for a management program:

1. There should be a controlled harvest, methods and seasons to be a matter o f  
choice by the State o f  origin;

2. All hides, meat, and parts should be registered and marked, and

3. Harvest level objectives should be determined annually by the State o f  
origin.

2



EXHIBIT B

A l l i g a t o r  M a n a g e m e n t  P r o g r a m

Duties and Responsibilities

Biological Staff
Currently there are five Biologists assigned to the alligator program. They include a 

Program Manager, Biologist Supervisor, Biologist 3, and two Biologist 2s (additionally there is a 
half time Biologist 3 in the Baton Rouge Office). The duties and responsibilities o f the 
biological staff include:

1) Conduct all necessary activities associated with administration and management o f  the 
wild alligator resource and the alligator farming industry (32,000+ wild alligator 
harvest, 300,000+ egg harvest, 2,000+ alligator hunters, 3,000+ landowners, 62 farms, 
500,000+ alligator inventory, 200,000+ farm alligator harvest, 40,000+ farm release 
alligators).

2) Insure compliance with all U.S.F.W.S. requirements regarding tag inventory control 
and accounting, no detriment findings, etc.

3) Conduct coast wide aerial inventory o f  alligator nest production.

4) Conduct detailed review o f wild harvest statistics.

5) Establish 50+ wild alligator habitat harvest quotas and alligator egg harvest quotas.

6) Process hunter applications, establish tag allocations, issue tags and licenses and 
instruct hunters regarding compliance with rules and regulations.

7) Monitor status o f  non-marsh alligator populations, for assessment o f  tag/egg quotas:
1) Atchafalaya Basin
2) Swamp habitat
3) Central/North Louisiana

8) Maintain/enhance working relationship with landowners, farmers and hunters.

9) Conduct all necessary data management for the alligator program.

10) Plan and conduct annual harvest programs on state owned Refuges and WMAs.

11) Insure compliance with rules/regulations (farm facility requirements) and inventory 
control (monitoring tag usage, calculation o f  number to be returned to the wild, annual 
inventory reports).

12) Oversee and conduct alligator releases (tag, sex, notch, measure, verify compliance).

13) Oversee and conduct inspection o f hide shipments, live alligators and collect fees.



14) Calculate egg harvest quotas and issue egg collection permits.

15) Conduct all necessary activities associated with administration and management o f 
the statewide nuisance alligator program.

16) Conduct all necessary activities to monitor, inspect and license alligator exhibitors.

17) Conduct all necessary research activities to provide database for management o f 
Louisiana’s alligator resource.

18) Establish research needs and prioritize research activities.

19) Continue to evaluate survival and reproductive success o f farm alligators released to 
the wild.

20) Continue to evaluate/estimate survival, growth rates and sex ratios o f wild alligators.

21) Continue to monitor comparative contribution o f wild versus farm released alligators 
in annual harvest.

22) M onitor quality o f  wild alligators harvested.

23) Conduct intensive nest surveys on selected areas (coordinate this activity with 
landowners utilizing nesting information collected by egg collectors).

24) Conduct alligator nesting research in swamp and lake habitats.

25) Identify program data needs and if  applicable, plan and conduct experimental harvest 
programs on Refuges and WMAs to facilitate collection o f  necessary data.

26) Provide technical assistance/samples for university researchers (domestic/ 
international).

W ildlife Technicians
The technicians work in all phases o f  the alligator program. Currently w e have three 

Technician positions in the program (not counting the Technician Supervisor), two assigned at 
Rockefeller and one assigned at New Iberia. In addition two restricted appointments are added to 
the program for mid-March to mid-September to assist with farm releases and monitoring o f the 
September season. The Technicians assist the biological staff in the following activities.

1) Assist in annual harvest programs on state owned Refuges and WMAs.

2) Check compliance with rules/regulations (farm facility requirements).

3) Conduct alligator releases (tag, sex, notch, measure, verify compliance for over 40,000 
alligators per year).

4) Conduct wild and farm alligator hide inspections (collect fees, records, and approve

2



shipments for approximately 230,000 skins per year).

5) Assist in data entry for wild and farm alligator research and management activity (tags, 
lengths, sex ratios, for over 200,000 entries per year).

6) Conduct inspection o f  live alligators to out o f state farms (issue green shipping labels, 
verify number/count, collect fees for approximately 20,000 to 25,000 hatchlings per 
year).

7) Assist in all phases o f  alligator research activities (night counts, nest counts, alligator 
necropsy, check for harvest o f farm released alligators, sex ratios, etc.).

8) During the September season, work at processing sheds collecting information on 
tagged alligators, conduct necropsies, and sex ratio data.

Wildlife Technician Supervisor
Currently there is one Wildlife Technician Supervisor in the Alligator Program. The 

duties and responsibilities o f  this position include:

1) In preparation for the annual harvest season, work with B.R. computer section to 
revise and prepare all required forms, add new tag numbers to database and prepare 
alligator database for tag entry for 35,000+ tags and 2,000+ licenses.

2) Receive and subsequently distribute harvest tags and all required forms, including 
licenses, to all LDWF offices responsible for allocating wild harvest tags.

3) Calculate tag quotas and issue tags and licenses to all hunters in Rockefeller Zone.

4) Conduct after season follow-up for the entire state on tag data entry and account for all 
returned, lost and destroyed tags.

5) Conduct and oversee data entry for all shipping records for farm and wild harvest.

6) Conduct and oversee data entry for all wild harvest parameters.

7) Work with computer center to develop summary and analysis programs for various 
alligator harvest statistics.

8) As requested by staff or industry, produce reports regarding harvest statistics, shipping 
records, etc.

9) Receive and ensure accuracy o f  all fees collected from hide shipments ($700,000 - 
$800,000 annually).

10) Assist in tag and release o f farm raised alligators and collection o f  field data during 
the September season.

11) Data entry and summary analysis for various types o f  research data.

3



Clerical
Currently there is one full time clerical position and one half-time clerical position 

assigned in the Alligator M anagement Program. The positions are Office Coordinators assigned 
at Rockefeller Refuge (full time) and New Iberia (half time). Additional clerical positions at 
Rockefeller, Baton Rouge and New Orleans assist in purchasing, wild harvest tag and license 
issuance and administration o f  the nuisance alligator program. The duties and responsibilities o f 
these positions include:

1) Conduct all necessary clerical duties associated with the alligator management 
program.

2) Conduct data entry for allocation o f  over 235,000 farm and wild alligator tags.

3) Conduct mail-outs associated with the annual wild alligator season and the 
experimental alligator harvest programs conducted on Refuges and WMAs.

4) Conduct data entry and summary activities for all phases o f the alligator management 
program.

5) Prepare various memos, letters and documents associated with the alligator 
management program.

6) Process purchases and do time entry for staff.

7) Provide various services and assistance to the public.

. 8) Conduct data entry for annual budget development for the alligator management 
program.

9) Conduct all necessary clerical activities to manage the farm alligator program.

10) Conduct all necessary clerical activities to permit the collection o f  over 650,000 wild 
alligator eggs.

11) Use word processing software to produce a variety o f  written reports, manuscripts 
and technical publications.

i

i
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N U T R I A  - R E C R E A T I O N A L  H U N T I N G

On WMAs and private property, nutria may be taken recreationally by licensed hunters 
from September 1 -  February 28, during legal shooting hours by any legal hunting 
method with a daily limit o f  five (5). When taken with a shotgun, steel shot m ust be used.

On WMAs during waterfowl seasons, nutria may be taken by the use o f  shotguns with 
shot no larger than F steel; during gun deer seasons on W M A ’s , anyone taking nutria 
must display 400 square inches o f  “Hunter Orange” and w ear a “Hunter Orange” cap or 
hat.

Recreational nutria hunters must remove each nutria carcass in whole condition from the 
hunting area, except that nutria may be gutted. Possession o f detached nutria parts, 
including nutria tails, by recreational hunters is illegal. Nutria harvested recreationally 
may not be pelted nor may such nutria or any nutria parts from recreationally taken nutria 
be sold, including the tail.

Trespassing upon private property for the purpose o f  taking nutria or other fur bearing 
animals is punishable by fines and possible jail time (R.S. 5£.265)^

The Coastwide Nutria Control Program is a separate program and is in no way related to 
the nutria recreational season. For questions on the Coastwide Nutria Control Program 
call the New Iberia office (337) 373-0032.
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From: Earl [alleman@rtconline.com]
Sent: Wednesday, March 31, 2004 10:46 AM

To: tdd@denmon.com

Cc: denmon_td@wlf.state.la.us

Subject: Fw: 200-4 - 200-5 Hunting seasons

Hawkins-Falcon, Susan

—  Original Message —
From: Earl
To: ierrvandkavstone@aol.com
Sent: Wednesday, March 31,2004 10:41 AM
Subject: 200-4 - 200-5 Hunting seasons

Mr. Denmon, Please read the attachment with my feelings on the upcoming changes proposed for the 200-4 - 
200-5 hunting season.

Thank You 
Rip Alleman

4/2/2004

mailto:alleman@rtconline.com
mailto:tdd@denmon.com
mailto:denmon_td@wlf.state.la.us
mailto:errvandkavstone@aol.com
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3/22/2004

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commissioners have been holding hearings around the state 
on the 2004-2005 hunting seasons: They are proposing a 2 Buck limit for the Deer 
Season. This would mean a hunter could still harvest 6 deer (2 bucks and 4 does). This in 
my opinion, and the state biologists, would help the balance o f  the deer herd in Louisiana. 
The Commissioners can implement this through the Wildlife and Fisheries but only on an 
honor system. It would be useless to rely on the honor system. Tags for deer would be the 
way to go, but money for this would have to be approved by the Legislature. House bill 
No. 682 has to do with the tagging system for deer and turkey. The W ildlife and Fisheries 
sent out a questionnaire to hunters that showed 80% o f hunters want D eer Management in 
Louisiana. Not Trophy Deer Management but D eer Herd Management.

With all o f  the other problems facing the state it is hard for the Legislature to put time 
into Hunting issues. I would like to ask you to please consider the future o f  Louisiana’s 
deer herd by voting to get a tagging program started in the state by supporting Bill No. 
682. This would also provide valued information to the state biologists for future 
recommendations on our deer herd. I would urge all legislatures to vote for Bill 682 with 
No amendments to it.

There is a bill in the Senate Bill No.375, which calls for state wide antler restrictions.
This is what Mississippi has had for several years with lots o f  controversy on the results 
so far. Louisiana should stay away from state wide antler restrictions. The Wildlife and 
Fisheries Biologists should be the ones to make these recommendations and not the 
Legislature. I am strongly against this bill.

Also House Bill N o .l 13 calls for a move in the muzzleloader season to after rifle season. 
This will reduce the muzzleloader season to only 4 days. I am strongly against this Bill.

Thank You for taking the time to read my concerns and feel free to contact me if  I can be 
o f any assistance to you.

Earl “Rip” Alleman 
2168 Champions Dr. 
LaPlace, La. 70068 
Phone: (985)652-1309
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Hawkins-Falcon, Susan

From: Carol Gray [cgray68@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, April 19, 2004 1:30 PM

To: Denmon_TD@wlf.state.la.us

Subject: Two Buck Limit

Dear Sir,

I am strongly opposed to the proposed two buck limit. I have hunted this state for over 40 years, through thin 
times as well as  flush, and I believe the current six deer of either sex system is by far the most fair and equitable 
system we have ever had here in Sportsman's Paradise.
Sincerely,
John L. Goodman (gunnkats@yahoo.com)

4/19/2004

mailto:cgray68@hotmail.com
mailto:Denmon_TD@wlf.state.la.us
mailto:gunnkats@yahoo.com


Hawkins-Falcon, Susan

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

DrilldispatcM [Drilldispatch1@huntoil.com] 
Saturday, April 10, 2004 3:49 PM 
Denmon_TD@wlf.state.la.us 
Commission Meetings

Mr. Denmon,

You might have heard this already. I went to the meetings in Ruston & winnsboro. We 
counted the number of people & how the vote went @ each one.

Tommy Prickett gave a report to the Louisiana Sportsman that had all kinds of incorrect 
info in it. He stated this about the Ruston meeting. He said by a show of hands that he 
was pleasantly surprised by the outcome. By far the majority supported the two buck limit. 
That was not true. There was 40 hunters @ the meeting. Out of the 40 only 8 was for the 
two buck limit. Two of the 8 was not deer hunters & they was there pushing for turkey

At Winnsboro he said the vote was splite. At Winnsboro there was 65 hunters there. Out of 
the 65 only 9 raised their hand for the two buck limit.

Just @ the two meetings above, 105 hunters, 17 for a two buck limit. Thats just alittle 
more than 84% against the two buck limit.

Have heard from other hunters that went to other meetings around the state. They all said 
it was a two to one against the two buck limit.

The big thing is that most clubs already have some type of management plan in place. We 
would love to keep things like it is & keep hunting fun.

Thanks for your time, Louis May

tags.

1

mailto:Drilldispatch1@huntoil.com
mailto:Denmon_TD@wlf.state.la.us
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Avoyelles North of LA 1 from Simmesport westward to LA 115 at Marksville, east of LA 115 
from Marksville northward to the Red River near Moncla, south and west of the Red 
River to LA 1 at Simmesport.

Plaquemines East of the Mississippi River.

Rapides South of Alexandria between Red River and US 167 to the junction of US 167 with 1-49 
at Turkey Creek Exit, east of 1-49 southward to Parish line.

St. Bernard All of the parish shall be still hunting only EXCEPT that portion of St. Bernard known 
as the spoil area between the MRGO on the east and Access Canal on the west, south of 
Bayou Bienvenue and north of Bayou La Loutre.

St. John South of Pass Manchac from Lake Pontchartrain to US 51, east of US 51 from Pass 
Manchac to LA 638 (Frenier Beach Road). North of LA 638 from US 51 to Lake 
Pontchartrain, west of Lake Pontchartrain from LA 638 to Pass Manchac.

St. Landry Those lands surrounding Thistlethwaite WMA bounded north and east by LA 359, west 
by LA 10, and south by LA 103.

AREA 7 - SEE PAGE 4 FOR SEASON DATES 
SEE PAGES 5-7 FOR EITHER-SEX DATES

PORTIONS OF THE FOLLOWING PARISHES ARE OPEN:

Iberia South of LA 14 and west of US 90.

St. Mary

Terrebonne South offlhtracoastaliWaterwav; from St. Mary Parish line eastward to Houma, west 
of Houma Navigation Canal southward to the Gulf of Mexico.

AREA 8 - SEE PAGE 5 FOR SEASON DATES 
SEE PAGES 5-7 FOR EITHER-SEX DATES

PORTIONS OF THE FOLLOWING PARISHES ARE OPEN

Beauregard
from DeRidderito Texas state line. i

Calcasieu That portion west of LA 27 from the parish line southward to Sulphur and north of 
US 90 from Sulphur to Texas state line.

OTHER HUNTING SEASONS

BOBCAT

14



AREA 5 - SEE PAGE 4 FOR SEASON DATES 
SEE PAGES 5-7 FOR EITHER-SEX DATES

ALL OF WEST CARROLL PARISH IS OPEN.

AREA 6 - SEE PAGE 4 FOR SEASON DATES 
SEE PAGES 5-7 FOR EITHER-SEX DATES

ALL OF ORLEANS PARISH IS CLOSED TO ALL FORMS OF DEER HUNTING.

ALL OF THE FOLLOWING PARISHES ARE OPEN:
Ascension
Assumption
Iberville
Jefferson
Lafourche

Plaquemines 
Pointe Coupee 
St. Bernard 
St. Charles

St. James 
St. John 
St. Martin 
West Baton Rouge

PORTIONS OF THE FOLLOWING PARISHES ARE ALSO OPEN:

Avoyelles

Evangeline

Iberia

Lafayette

Livingston

Rapides

St. Landry 

St. Mary

St. Tammany

Tangipahoa ■ 

Terrebonne

West Feliciana

All except that portion west of 1-49.

That portion east of 1-49 to junction of LA 29, east of LA 29 south of 1-49 to Ville Platte 
and north of US 167 east of Ville Platte.

East of US 90.

East of 1-49 and US 90.

South of 1-12.

South of Alexandria between Red River and US 167 to the junction of US 167 with 1-49 
of Turkey Creek Exit, east of 1-49 southward to Parish line.

East of US 167.

........sc---..................." ■"
to TerrebonneParilhline71

That portion south of 1-12, west of Hwy. 1077 to LA 22, south of LA 22 to Tchefuncte 
River, west of Tchefuncte River southward to Lake Pontchartrain.

South of 1-12.

I^^W@Untracoastal Waterway from St. M m % #rish line eastward toiHouma, east of
to th@ Guii^lvfexkoj

West of Mississippi River, known as Raccourci and Turnbull Islands.

STILL HUNTING ONLY IN ALL OR 
PORTIONS OF THE FOLLOWING PARISHES

13



northward to US 167 at Alexandria. North of LA 465 from Vernon Parish line to LA 
121, west of LA 121 to 1-49, west of 1-49 to LA 8, south and east of LA 8 to LA 118 
(Mora Road), south and west of LA 118 to Natchitoches Parish line.

Vernon East of Mora-Hutton Road from Natchitoches Parish line to Hillman Loop Road, south
and east of Hillman Loop Road to Comrade Road, south of Comrade Road to LA 465, 
east and north of LA 465 to Rapides Parish line.

AREA 3 - SEE PAGE 4 FOR SEASON DATES 
SEE PAGES 5-7 FOR EITHER-SEX DATES

All of Acadia, Cameron and Vermilion Parishes are open. 

PORTIONS OF THE FOLLOWING PARISHES ARE ALSO OPEN:

Allen

Beauregard

Calcasieu

Iberia

Jefferson Davis

Lafayette

Rapides

St. Landry 

Vernon

South of US 190 and west of LA 113.

West of LA 113 and east of LA 27 from parish line northward to DeRidder and north 
of US 190 westward from DeRidder to Texas State line.

South of US 90 from Sulphur to Texas State line. Also east of LA 27 from Sulphur 
northward to parish line

West of US 90 and north of LA 14.

All EXCEPT north of US 190.

West of 1-49 and US 90.

South of LA 465 to junction of LA 121, west of LA 121 and LA 112 to Union Hill and 
north of LA 113 from Union Hill to Vernon Parish line.

West of US 167.

West and north of LA 113, south of LA 465, east of LA 117 from Kurthwood to 
Leesville, and south of LA 8 from Leesville to Texas State line.

AREA 4 - SEE PAGE 4 FOR SEASON DATES 
SEE PAGES 5-7 FOR EITHER-SEX DATES

All of East Carroll and Richland Parishes are open.

PORTIONS OF THE FOLLOWING PARISHES ARE ALSO OPEN:

Morehouse East of US 165 (from Arkansas State line) to Bonita, south and east of LA 140 to
junction of LA 830-4 (Cooper Lake Road), east of LA 830-4 to Bastrop, east of LA 139 
at Bastrop to junction of LA 593, east and north of LA 593 to Collinston, east of LA 138 
to junction of LA 134 and south of LA 134 to Ouachita Line at Wham Brake.

Ouachita South of US 80 and east of Ouachita River, east of LA 139 from Sicard to junction of LA
134, south of LA 134 to Morehouse Parish Line at Wham Brake.

12



EXCEPT: Kisatchie National Forest which has special regulations; see page 38, Caney, Corney, Middleforktracts 
of Kisatchie have the same regulations as Area 2, EXCEPT still hunting only for deer, see page 4 and EXCEPT 
National Forest Land within the Evangeline Unit, Calcasieu Ranger District described in Area 2 description shall 
be still hunting only.

PORTIONS OF THE FOLLOWING PARISHES ARE ALSO OPEN:

Allen

Avoyelles

Beauregard

Catahoula

Evangeline

Grant

Jefferson Davis 

LaSalle

Morehouse

Ouachita

Rapides

Vernon

North of USi90 and east of LA IT!

That portion west of 1-49.

East of LA 113J

That portion lying west of Boeuf River from Caldwell Parish line to Ouachita River, 
north and east of Ouachita River to LA 559 at Duty Ferry. West of LA 559 to LA 124. 
North and west of LA 124 westward to LaSalle Parish line.

All EXCEPT the following portions: east of 1-49 to junction of LA 29, east of LA 29 
south of 1-49 to Ville Platte, and north of US 167 east of Ville Platte.

All EXCEPT that portion south of LA 8 and east of US 165.

North of US 190.

All EXCEPT south of LA 8 from Little River eastward to LA 127 in Jena, east of LA 127 
from Jena northward to US 165, east of US 165 from LA 127 northward to LA 124. 
South of LA 124 eastward to Catahoula Parish line.

West of US 165 (from Arkansas State line) to Bonita, north and west of LA 140 to 
junction of LA 830-4 (Cooper Lake Road), west of LA 830-4 to Bastrop, west of LA 139 
to junction of LA 593, west and south of LA 593 to Collinston, west of LA 138 to 
junction of LA 134 and north of LA 134 to Ouachita Parish line at Wham Brake.

All EXCEPT south of US 80 and east of Ouachita River, east of LA 139 from Sicard to 
junction of LA 134, south of LA 134 to Morehouse Parish line at Wham Brake.

All EXCEPT north of Red River and east of US 165, south of LA 465 to junction of LA 
121, west of LA 121 and LA 112 to Union Hill, and north of LA 113 from Union Hill to 
Vernon Parish line, and that portion south of Alexandria between Red River and US 167 
to junction of US 167. with 1-49 at Turkey Creek Exit, east of 1-49 southward to Parish 
line.

East and south of LA 113, north and east of LA 465. west of LA 117 from Kurthwood 
to Leesville, and north of LA 8 from Leesville to Texas State line]

STILL HUNTING ONLY FOR PORTIONS OF THE FOLLOWING PARISHES

Claiborne and Webster Caney, Corney and Middleforktracts of Kisatchie National Forest. (See Kisatchie National 
Forest Regulations).

Ouachita East of Ouachita River.

Rapides West of US 167 from Alexandria southward to 1-49 at Turkey Creek Exit, west of 1-49
southward to Parish line, north of Parish line westward to US 165, east of US 165

11
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L O U I S I A N A  W I L D L I F E  F E D E R A T I O N
. .  conserving our natural resources and your right to enjoy them."

14 April 2004
NATIONAL
WILDLIFE
I' EOL RAT ION

Mr. Bill A. Busbice, Chairman
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
116-C Jean Baptiste Dr.
Lafayette, LA 70503

Dear Chairman Busbice: '

As you probably know, legislation (HB 682, copy enclosed) has been filed to require the 
possession o f  “harvest records” by deer and turkey hunters in order to hunt or possess wild deer 
and turkey in the state. The legislation also requires a successful hunter to fill in the required 
information on the harvest record prior to moving the animal from the kill site. It further requires 
the LWFC to promulgate regulations and implement them no later than June 1, 2006.

HB 682 seems to be the initial authorization for the Commission to proceed with the 
establishment o f a mandatory deer and turkey harvest record system, a new concept for most 
Louisiana hunters. The Deer Management Committee o f the Louisiana W ildlife Federation has 
discussed the proposed legislation and believes that it would be advantageous to hunters for the 
Commission to explain what is intended by the legislation and how it would work in the field.
As we have suggested before, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission provides a much 
better and user-friendly forum for discussion o f those matters o f interest and concern to the 
hunters and anglers o f  the state than the Legislature. We believe it would be timely and 
productive to address this proposal at the May Commission meeting. Therefore we request that 
you consider including a discussion o f HB 682 as an agenda item at the next LWFC meeting. 
Perhaps LDWF personnel from the Wildlife and Enforcement Divisions can explain the purpose 
o f the legislation, how it is intended to be applied in the field, and any other details the 
Commission and Department may be considering to include in the rulemaking to implement the 
law should it be enacted.

Thank you for your attention to this request. Please contact our office if  you have any questions. 
To view a comprehensive listing o f bills and resolutions pertaining to conservation and the 
environment that have been introduced to the 2004 Regular Session o f the Louisiana Legislature, 
I invite you to visit http://www.lawildlifefed.org/whatwedo_legreport.cfm on the Internet.

Yours in conservation,

received

APR 16 2004
E. R. Smith, III 
President

C Dwight Landreneau 
Tommy Prickett 
Winton Vidrine
Members, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

337  S. A c a d i a n  T h r u w a y ,  B a to n  R o u g e ,  LA 70 8 0 6
P-O. B ox 6 5 2 3 9  A u d u b o n  S t a t i o n ,  B a to n  R o u g e ,  LA 7 0 8 9 6 -5 2 3 9
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Regular Session, 2004 

HOUSE BILL NO. 682

BY REPRESENTATIVE TOWNSEND AND SENATORS BARHAM AND MALONE

HUNTING/DEER: Provides for the issuance and use o f harvest records for hunting deer or 
turkey

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 56:103(C)(1) and 103.1(B)(1) and to enact R.S. 56:108, relative 

' to hunting for deer or turkey; to provide for the issuance and use of harvest records, 

which authorize the taking of deer or turkey; to provide for penalties; and to provide 

for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature o f Louisiana:

Section 1.. R.S. 56:103(C)(1) and 103.1(B)(l)are hereby amended and reenacted and

R.S. 56:108 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§103. License; license books; returns; transfer of license prohibited

* * *

C.(l) In order to hunt, take, possess, or transport deer, turkey, or bobcat, in 

Louisiana, in addition to a basic hunting license, a resident shall be required to 

purchase and have on his person a big game license. In order to hunt, take, possess, 

or transport deer or attempt to hunt, take, possess, or transport deer, a person shall 

have a deer harvest record in his immediate possession. In order to hunt, take, 

possess, or transport waterfowl in Louisiana, in addition to a basic hunting license, 

a resident shall be required to purchase and have on his person a duck stamp. In 

order to hunt, take, possess, or transport turkey in Louisiana, in addition to a big
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game hunting license, a resident shall be required to purchase and have on his person 

a wild turkey stamp and a turkey harvest record in his immediate possession.

* * *

§103.1. Nonresident licenses; penalties

* *  *

B.(l) In order to hunt, take, possess, or transport deer or turkey in Louisiana, 

in addition to a nonresident basic hunting license, a nonresident shall be required to 

purchase and have on his person a nonresident big game license. In order to hunt, 

take, possess, or transport deer or attempt to hunt, take, possess, or transport deer, a 

person shall have a deer harvest record in his immediate possession. In order to hunt, 

take, possess, or transport waterfowl in Louisiana, in addition to a nonresident basic 

hunting license, a nonresident shall be required to purchase and have on his person 

a nonresident duck stamp. In order to hunt, take, possess, or transport turkey in 

Louisiana, in addition to a nonresident big game hunting license, a nonresident shall. 

be required to purchase and have on his person a nonresident wild turkey stamp and 

shall have a turkey harvest record in his immediate possession.

*  *  .*

8108. Deer and turkey harvest records

A. The Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries shall issue harvest records 

which shall be required for anv deer or turkey taken in the state o f Louisiana. Each 

person who applies for and receives a big game license under the provisions of R.S. 

56:103 or 103.1 may also be issued a deer harvest record. Each person who 

purchases a turkey stamp under the provisions of R.S. 56:162 may also be issued a 

turkey harvest record. The deer harvest record shall designate the sex of the game 

animal which mav be harvested. The hunter shall immediately record the date and 

time of taking for each deer or turkey on the harvest record prior to moving the 

animal from the kill site.

B. The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall adopt and promulgate rules 

and regulations governing the issuance and use of harvest records for deer and turkey.
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Such rules and regulations shall be implemented no later than June 1. 2006. The 

harvest records mav be issued through the electronic licensing system. In addition. 

the rules shall provide for issuance of harvest records to those persons who are not 

otherwise required to purchase and possess hunting licenses.

C. No person shall harvest or possess or attempt to harvest or attempt In 

possess deer or turkey in this state without an appropriate harvest record in his 

immediate possession. No person shall transfer a harvest record to another person 

nor shall anv person use a harvest record that was issued to another person. No 

person shall violate anv rule or regulation adopted under the provisions of Subsection 

B of this Section. Anv person who violates the provisions of this Section or anv rule 

or regulation adopted pursuant thereto shall be guilty o f a class one violation and 

shall be subject to the penalties provided in R.S. 56:31. Prosecution for violation of 

this Section or anv rule or regulation adopted pursuant thereto shall not preclude 

prosecution for violation of any other provision o f law.

D. The provisions of this Section shall only apply to persons harvesting- 

possessing. or attempting to harvest or possess deer regulated pursuant to the 

provisions of this Title.

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part 
o f the legislative instrument.

Townsend HB No. 682

Abstract: Provides for the issuance o f harvest records for hunting deer or turkey.

Present law provides that in order to hunt deer, turkey, or bobcat, in addition to a basic 
hunting license, a person is required to purchase a big game license. Proposed law further 
requires a person hunting deer to have a deer harvest record and a person hunting turkey to 
have a turkey harvest record.

Proposed law requires the Dept, of Wildlife and Fisheries to issue harvest records for the 
taking of deer or turkey. A deer harvest record may be issued to each person who applies for 
and receives a big game hunting license and the turkey harvest record may be issued to each 
person who purchases a turkey stamp. The deer harvest record is to designate the sex o f the 
animal. Requires the harvest record to be filled out with date and time of taking prior to 
being moved from the kill site. Prohibits transfer of harvest records.
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C O D IN G : W o rd s  in  stru c k  th ro u g h  ty p e  a re  d e le tio n s  f ro m  e x is tin g  law ; w o rd s  u n d e rsc o re d

a re  a d d i t io n s .



H L S  0 4 - 1 3 8 9 E N G R O S S E D

H .B . N O . 6 8 2

Proposed law provides for implementation of rules and regulations by the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission no later than June 1, 2006. Provides that the rules shall provide for 
issuance of a harvest record to people who are not otherwise required to purchase and 
possess a hunting license. Authorizes the use of the electronic license issuance system to 
issue the harvest records.

Proposed law provides that the harvest record requirements shall only apply to those deer 
regulated by the Dept, of Wildlife and Fisheries.

Proposed law provides that any person who violates the harvest record provisions shall be 
subject to class one penalties as follows:

(Amends R.S. 56:103(C)(1) and 103.1(B)(1); Adds R.S. 56:108)

Summary o f Amendments Adopted bv House

Committee Amendments Proposed by House Committee on Natural Resources to the

1 st offense 
2nd offense 
3rd +

$ 50 
$100 
$200

original bill.

1. Provides that the harvest record requirements shall only apply to those deer 
regulated by the Dept, of Wildlife and Fisheries.

2. Makes violations class one violations rather than class three violations.
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Regular Session, 2004 

HOUSE BILL NO. 682

BY REPRESENTATIVE TOWNSEND AND SENATORS BARHAM AND MALONE

HUNTING/DEER: Provides for the issuance and use o f harvest records for hunting deer or 
turkey

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 56:103(C)(1) and 103.1(B)(1) and to enact R.S. 56:108, relative 

to hunting for deer or turkey; to provide for the issuance and use of harvest records, 

which authorize the taking of deer or turkey; to provide for penalties; and to provide 

for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 56:103(C)(1) and 103.1(B)(l)are hereby amended and reenacted and

R.S. 56:108 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§103. License; license books; returns; transfer o f license prohibited

* * *

C.(l) In order to hunt, take, possess, or transport deer, turkey, or bobcat, in 

Louisiana, in addition to a basic hunting license, a resident shall be required to 

purchase and have on his person a big game license. In order to hunt, take, possess, 

nr transport deer or attempt to hunt, take, possess, or transport deer, a person shall 

have a deer harvest record in his immediate possession. In order to hunt, take, 

possess, or transport waterfowl in Louisiana, in addition to a basic hunting license, 

a resident shall be required to purchase and have on his person a duck stamp. In 

order to hunt, take, possess, or transport turkey in Louisiana, in addition to a big
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g a m e  h u n t in g  l ic e n s e , a  r e s id e n t  s h a l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  to  p u r c h a s e  a n d  h a v e  o n  h is  p e r s o n  

a  w i ld  tu r k e y  s ta m p  a n d  a  tu r k e y  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d  in  h i s  im m e d ia te  p o s s e s s i o n .

* * *

§ 1 0 3 .1 .  N o n r e s id e n t  l ic e n s e s ;  p e n a l t ie s

* * *

B .(  1) In  o r d e r  to  h u n t ,  ta k e , p o s s e s s ,  o r  t r a n s p o r t  d e e r  o r  tu r k e y  in  L o u is ia n a , 

in  a d d i t io n  to  a  n o n r e s id e n t  b a s ic  h u n t in g  l i c e n s e ,  a  n o n r e s id e n t  s h a l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  to  

p u r c h a s e  a n d  h a v e  o n  h is  p e r s o n  a  n o n r e s id e n t  b ig  g a m e  l ic e n s e .  In  o r d e r  to  h u n t-  

ta k e . p o s s e s s ,  o r  t r a n s p o r t  d e e r  o r  a t t e m p t  to  h u n t ,  t a k e ,  p o s s e s s ,  o r  t r a n s p o r t  d e e r ,  a  

p e r s o n  sh a ll  h a v e  a  d e e r  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d  in  h is  im m e d ia te  p o s s e s s io n .  In  o r d e r  to  h u n t,  

ta k e , p o s s e s s ,  o r  t r a n s p o r t  w a te r fo w l in  L o u is ia n a , in  a d d i t io n  to  a  n o n r e s id e n t  b a s ic  

h u n t in g  l i c e n s e ,  a  n o n r e s id e n t  s h a l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  to  p u r c h a s e  a n d  h a v e  o n  h is  p e r s o n  

a  n o n r e s id e n t  d u c k  s ta m p . In o r d e r  to  h u n t ,  t a k e ,  p o s s e s s ,  o r  t r a n s p o r t  tu r k e y  in  

L o u is ia n a ,  in  a d d i t io n  to  a  n o n r e s id e n t  b ig  g a m e  h u n t in g  l ic e n s e ,  a  n o n r e s id e n t  s h a l l  

b e  r e q u i r e d  to  p u r c h a s e  a n d  h a v e  o n  h is  p e r s o n  a  n o n r e s id e n t  w i ld  t u r k e y  s ta m p  a n d  

s h a l l  h a v e  a  tu r k e y  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d  in  h is  im m e d ia te  p o s s e s s io n .

* * *

§ 1 0 8 ,  D e e r  a n d  tu r k e y  h a r v e s t  r e c o rd s

A . T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  W ild l i f e  a n d  F i s h e r ie s  s h a l l  i s s u e  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d s  

w h ic h  s h a l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a n y  d e e r  o r  tu r k e y  ta k e n  in  th e  s ta te  o f  L o u is ia n a .  E a c h  

p e r s o n  w h o  a p p l ie s  fo r  a n d  r e c e iv e s  a  b ig  g a m e  l i c e n s e  u n d e r  th e  p r o v i s io n s  o f  R .S . 

5 6 :1 0 3  o r  1 0 3 .1  m a v  a ls o  b e  i s s u e d  a  d e e r  h a r v e s t  r e c o rd . E a c h  p e r s o n  w h o  

p u r c h a s e s  a  tu r k e v  s ta m p  u n d e r  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  R .S . 5 6 :1 6 2  m a v  a l s o  b e  i s s u e d  a  

t u r k e y  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d .  T h e  d e e r  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d  s h a l l  d e s ig n a te  th e  s e x  o f  th e  g a m e  

a n im a l  w h ic h  m a y  b e  h a r v e s te d .  T h e  h u n te r  s h a l l  im m e d ia te ly  r e c o r d  th e  d a te  a n d  

t im e  o f  t a k in g  f o r  e a c h  d e e r  o r  tu r k e v  o n  th e  h a r v e s t  r e c o rd  p r i o r  to  m o v in g  th e  

a n im a l  f ro m  th e  k i l l  s i te .

B . T h e  W ild l i f e  a n d  F is h e r ie s  C o m m is s io n  sh a ll  a d o p t  a n d  p r o m u lg a te  r u le s  

a n d  r e g u la t io n s  g o v e r n in g  th e  i s s u a n c e  a n d  u s e  o f  h a r v e s t  r e c o rd s  f o r  d e e r  a n d  tu rk e y .

P a g e  2  o f  4
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S u c h  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u la t io n s  s h a l l  b e  im p le m e n te d  n n  l a t e r  th a n  J u n e  1. 2 0 0 6 . T h e  

h a r v e s t  r e c o r d s  m a y  b e  i s s u e d  th r o u g h  th e  e le c t r o n ic  l i c e n s in g  s y s te m . In  a d d i t io n , 

th e  ru le s  s h a l l  p r o v id e  f o r  i s s u a n c e  o f  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d s  to  th o s e  p e r s o n s  w h o  a r e  n o t  

o th e r w i s e  r e q u i r e d  to  p u r c h a s e  a n d  p o s s e s s  h u n t in g  l ic e n s e s .

C. N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  h a r v e s t  o r  p o s s e s s  o r  a t t e m p t  t o  h a r v e s t  o r  a t t e m p t  to  

p o s s e s s  d e e r  o r  tu r k e y  in  t h i s  s ta te  w i th o u t  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d  In  h is  

im m e d ia te  p o s s e s s io n .  N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  t r a n s f e r  a  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d  to  a n o th e r  p e rs o n  

n o r  s h a l l  a n y  p e r s o n  u s e  a  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d  th a t  w a s  i s s u e d  to  a n o th e r  p e r s o n . N n  

p e r s o n  sh a ll  v io la te  a n v  ru le  o r  re g u la t io n  a d o p te d  u n d e r  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  S u b s e c tio n  

B  o f  th is  S e c t io n . A n v  p e r s o n  w h o  v io la te s  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th is  S e c t io n  o r  a n v  ru le  

o r  r e g u la t io n  a d o p te d  p u r s u a n t  th e r e to  s h a l l  b e  g u i l ty  o f  a  c la s s  th r e e  v io la t io n  a n d  

s h a l l  b e  s u b je c t  to  th e  p e n a l t ie s  p ro v id e d  in  R .S . 5 6 :3 3 . P ro s e c u t io n  f o r  v io la t io n  o f  

t h i s  S e c t io n  o r  a n v  ru le  o r  r e g u la t io n  a d o p te d  p u r s u a n t  th e r e to  s h a l l  n o t  p re c lu d e  

p r o s e c u t io n  f o r  v io la t io n  o f  a n v  o th e r  p ro v is io n  o f  la w

T h e  d ig e s t  p r in te d  b e lo w  w a s  p r e p a re d  b y  H o u s e  L e g is la t iv e  S e r v ic e s .  I t c o n s t i tu te s  n o  p a r t  

o f  th e  le g i s la t iv e  in s t r u m e n t .

A b s t r a c t :  P r o v id e s  f o r  th e  i s s u a n c e  o f  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d s  f o r  h u n t in g  d e e r  o r  tu rk e y .

P re s e n t  la w  p r o v id e s  th a t  in  o r d e r  to  h u n t  d e e r ,  tu r k e y ,  o r  b o b c a t ,  in  a d d i t io n  to  a  b a s ic  

h u n t in g  l ic e n s e ,  a  p e r s o n  is  r e q u i r e d  to  p u r c h a s e  a  b ig  g a m e  l ic e n s e .  P r o p o s e d  la w  f u r th e r  

r e q u ire s  a  p e r s o n  h u n t in g  d e e r  t o  h a v e  a  d e e r  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d  a n d  a  p e r s o n  h u n t in g  tu r k e y  to  
h a v e  a  tu r k e y  h a r v e s t  r e c o rd .

P r o p o s e d  la w  r e q u i r e s  th e  D e p t ,  o f  W i ld l i f e  a n d  F i s h e r ie s  to  i s s u e  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d s  f o r  th e  

ta k in g  o f  d e e r  o r  tu rk e y . A  d e e r  h a rv e s t  r e c o r d  m a y  b e  is s u e d  to  e a c h  p e r s o n  w h o  a p p l ie s  fo r  
a n d  r e c e iv e s  a  b ig  g a m e  h u n t in g  l ic e n s e  a n d  th e  tu rk e y  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d  m a y  b e  i s s u e d  to  e a c h  

p e r s o n  w h o  p u r c h a s e s  a  tu rk e y  s ta m p . T h e  d e e r  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d  is  to  d e s ig n a te  th e  s e x  o f  th e  

a n im a l .  R e q u ir e s  th e  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d  to  b e  f i l le d  o u t  w i th  d a te  a n d  t im e  o f  t a k in g  p r io r  to  
b e in g  m o v e d  f r o m  th e  k i l l  s i te .  P r o h ib i t s  t r a n s f e r  o f  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d s .

P ro p o s e d  la w  p r o v id e s  f o r  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  r u le s  a n d  r e g u la t io n s  b y  th e  W i ld l i f e  a n d  

F is h e r ie s  C o m m is s io n  n o  la te r  th a n  J u n e  1 ,2 0 0 6 .  P ro v id e s  th a t  th e  r u le s  s h a l l  p r o v id e  fo r  

i s s u a n c e  o f  a  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d  to  p e o p le  w h o  a re  n o t  o th e r w is e  r e q u i r e d  to  p u r c h a s e  a n d  

p o s s e s s  a  h u n t i n g  l i c e n s e .  A u th o r iz e s  t h e  u s e  o f  th e  e le c t r o n ic  l i c e n s e  i s s u a n c e  s y s te m  to  

is s u e  th e  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d s .

D IG E S T

T o w n s e n d H B  N o . 6 8 2

P a g e  3  o f  4

C O D IN G : W o r d s  in  s tru c k  th r o u g h  ty p e  a re  d e le t io n s  f ro m  e x i

a re  a d d i t io n s .



H L S  0 4 - 1 3 8 9 O R IG IN A L
H .B . N O .  6 8 2

P r o p o s e d  l a w  p r o v id e s  t h a t  a n y  p e r s o n  w h o  v io la te s  th e  h a r v e s t  r e c o r d  p r o v i s io n s  s h a l l  b e  

s u b je c t  t o  c l a s s  th r e e  p e n a l t i e s  a s  fo l lo w s :

1 st o f f e n s e  $ 2 5 0 - $ 5 0 0  o r  im p r i s o n m e n t  f o r  n o t  m o r e  th a n  9 0  d a y s ,
o r  b o th

2 n d  o f f e n s e  $ 5 0 0  -  $ 8 0 0  &  im p r i s o n m e n t  b e tw e e n  6 0  a n d  9 0  d a y s ,  a n d

f o r f e i tu re

3 r d  o f f e n s e  $ 7 5 0 - $ 1 , 0 0 0  &  im p r i s o n m e n t  b e tw e e n  9 0  a n d  1 2 0  d a y s ,  a n d

f o r f e i tu re

( A m e n d s  R .S . 5 6 : 1 0 3 ( C ) ( 1 )  a n d  103 .1  ( B ) (1 ) ;  A d d s  R .S .  5 6 :1 0 8 )

P a g e  4  o f  4

C O D IN G : W o r d s  in  s t ru c k  th r o u g h  ty p e  a re  d e le t io n s  f ro m  e x is tin g  l a w ;  w o r d s  u n d e r s c o r e d

a r e  a d d i t io n s .



b . License holders must allow inspections of 
premises by Department of Wildlife and Fisheries employees for 
purposes of enforcing these regulations. Inspections may be 
unannounced and may include, but are not limited to, pens, stalls, 
holding facilities, records, and examination of animals as 
necessary to determine health and/or identification of species.

4. Hunting. Hunting or killing of confined deer or 
other big game animals held under a game breeder's license by 
individuals other than the licensee must conform to all hunting 
regulations including season and hunting license requirements for 
the area in which the animals are confined. A game breeder 
licensee" may at any time, during daylight hours, kill a confined 
deer or other big game animal at the licensee's own facility.

5. Administrative Fees. An inspection fee of $50 will 
be assessed when a pen is inspected as part of the application 
process as required for birds of prey, deer and potentially 
dangerous animals. A license renewal processing fee of $5 will be 
assessed annually. These fees are in addition to the $25 required 
for the game breeder's license.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:171.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 14:631 
(September 1988), amended LR 18:1134 (October 1992), LR 21:1355 
(December 1995), LR 29:196 (February 2003) .

109. Regulations for Signs and Sign Placement for DMAP Cooperators
Repealed.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:111.1.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 17:78 (January 
1991) , repealed LR 26:2010 (September 2000) .

Ill. Rules and Regulations for Participation in the Deer 
Management Assistance Program

A. The following rules and regulations shall govern the Deer 
Management Assistance Program

1. Application Procedure

a. Application for enrollment in Deer Management 
Assistance Program (DMAP) must be submitted to the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries annually by September 1.

b . Each application must be accompanied by a legal 
description of lands to be enrolled and a map of the property. 
This information will remain on file in the appropriate regional
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office. The applicant must have under lease or otherwise control 
a minimum of 500 acres of contiguous deer habitat of which up to 
250 acres may be agricultural lands, provided the remainder is in 
forest and/or marsh. Private lands within Wildlife Management Area 
boundaries shall be enrolled in DMAP regardless of size.

c. Each cooperator will be assessed a $25 
enrollment fee and $.05/acre for participation in the program. 
DMAP fees must be paid prior to October 1.

d. An agreement must be completed and signed by 
the official representative of the cooperator and submitted to the 
appropriate regional wildlife office for his approval. This 
agreement must be completed and signed annually.

e. Boundaries of lands enrolled in DMAP shall be 
clearly marked and posted with DMAP signs in compliance with R.S. 
56:110 and the provisions of R. S. 56:110 are only applicable to 
property enrolled in DMAP. DMAP signs shall be removed if the land 
is no longer enrolled in DMAP. Rules and regulations for 
compliance with R. S. 56:110 are as follows:

i. The color of DMAP signs shall be orange. 
The words DMAP and Posted shall be printed on the sign in letters 
no less than 4" (four inches) in height. Signs may be constructed 
of any material and minimum size is 11 1/4" x 11 1/4".

ii. Signs will be placed at 1000 foot 
intervals around the entire boundary of the property and at every 
entry point onto the property.

f . By enrolling in the DMAP, cooperators agree to 
allow Department personnel access to their lands for management 
surveys, investigation of violations and other inspections deemed 
appropriate by the Department. The person listed on the DMAP 
application as the contact person will serve as the liaison between 
the DMAP Cooperator and the Department.

g . Each cooperator that enrolls in DMAP is 
strongly encouraged to provide keys or lock combinations annually 
to the Enforcement Division of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries for access to main entrances of the DMAP property. 
Provision of keys is voluntary; however, the cooperator's 
compliance will ensure that DMAP enrolled properties will be 
properly and regularly patrolled.

2. Tags

a. A fixed number of special tags will be provided 
by the Department to each cooperator in DMAP to affix to deer taken 
as authorized by the program. These tags shall be used only on 
DMAP lands for which the tags were issued.
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b . All antlerless deer taken shall be tagged, 
including those taken during archery season, muzzleloader, and on 
either-sex days of gun season.

c. Each hunter must have a tag in his possession 
while hunting on DMAP land in order to harvest an antlerless deer. 
The tag shall be attached through the hock in such a manner that it 
cannot be removed before the deer is transported. The DMAP tag 
will remain with the deer so long as the deer is kept in the camp 
or field, is in route to the domicile of its possessor, or until it 
has been stored at the domicile of its possessor, or divided at a 
cold storage facility and has become identifiable as food rather 
than as wild game. The DMAP number shall be recorded on the 
possession tag of the deer or any part of the animal when divided 
and properly tagged.

d. All unused tags shall be returned by March 1 to 
the regional wildlife office which issued the tags.

3. Records

a. Cooperators are responsible for keeping 
accurate records on forms provided by the Department for all deer 
harvested on lands enrolled in the program. Mandatory information 
includes tag number, sex of deer, date of kill and name of person 
taking the deer. Documentation of harvested deer shall be kept 
daily by the Cooperator. Additional information may be requested 
depending on management goals of the cooperator.

b. Information on deer harvested shall be 
submitted by March 1 to the regional wildlife office handling the 
particular cooperator.

c . The Contact person shall provide this 
documentation of harvested deer to the Department upon request. 
Cooperators who do not have a field camp will be given 48 hours to 
provide this requested documentation.

B. Suspension and cancellation of DMAP Cooperators

1. Failure of the cooperator to follow these rules and 
regulations may result in suspension and cancellation of the 
program on those lands involved. Failure to make a good faith 
attempt to follow harvest recommendations may also result in 
suspension and cancellation of the program.

a. Suspension of Cooperator from DMAP - Suspension 
of the Cooperator from DMAP, including forfeiture of unused tags, 
will occur immediately for any misuse of tags, failure to tag any 
antlerless deer, or failure to submit records to the Department for 
examination in a timely fashion. Suspension of the Cooperator, 
including forfeiture of unused tags, may also occur immediately if
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other DMAP rules or wildlife regulations are violated. Upon 
suspension of the Cooperator from DMAP, the Contact Person may 
request a Department of Wildlife and Fisheries hearing within 10 
working days to appeal said suspension. Cooperation by the DMAP 
Cooperator with the investigation of the violation will be taken 
into account by the Department when considering cancellation of the 
program following a suspension for any of the above listed reasons. 
The Cooperator may be allowed to continue with the program on a 
probational status if, in the judgement of the Department, the 
facts relevant to a suspension do not warrant cancellation.

b. Cancellation of cooperator from DMAP 
Cancellation of a cooperator from DMAP may occur following a guilty 
plea or conviction for a DMAP rule or regulation violation by any 
individual or member hunting on the land enrolled in DMAP. The 
Cooperator may not be allowed to participate in DMAP for one year 
following the cancellation for such guilty pleas or conviction. 
Upon cancellation of the Cooperator from DMAP, the Contact Person 
may request an administrative hearing within 10 working days to 
appeal said cancellation.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 17:204 
(February 1991), amended LR 25:1656 (September 1999), LR 26:2011 
(September 2000) .

113. Fox/Coyote Hunting Preserve, Purchase and Sale of Live Foxes 
and Coyotes, Permitting Year Round Coyote Trapping Regulations

A. Purpose. These regulations are to govern the purchasing, 
selling and holding in captivity of live foxes and coyotes for 
chasing with hounds. These regulations will prohibit the 
importation and exportation of any species of foxes or coyotes to 
or from Louisiana in an effort to prevent possible disease and 
parasite contamination of native wild canids. Humans are subject 
to infection with the liver being the most common site of larval 
growth. The infection is termed alveolar hydatid disease (AHD). 
The number of deaths per number of infected individuals has been 
50-75 percent. These regulations are also enacted to allow the 
sport of fox/coyote hunting with dogs within enclosed areas. The 
regulations provide general rules including licensing, permits, 
fees, live trapping, sale and purchase of animals, holding cage 
requirements, enclosure requirements, acclimation requirements and 
report requirements.

B. Definitions

Acclimation Pen - an area which is built within or 
adjacent to fox/coyote hunting preserves which will contain game 
and exclude hounds and which will allow game to become acclimated 
to an enclosed environment.
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RESOLUTION

Rules and Regulations -  Nuisance Wildlife Control Operator Program
adopted by the

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
May 6,2004

WHEREAS, a  variety o f  wildlife species in urban and suburban areas o f  Louisiana are relatively 
numerous and frequent animal-human conflicts occur, and

WHEREAS, the Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries wishes to remain committed to nuisance 
wildlife assistance and provide for the disposition o f  these conflicts, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:112 provides for the Secretary to direct any reputable citizen o f  this state to 
take and dispose o f  such nuisance species o f  birds or quadrupeds under conditions specified by the 
Secretary, and

WHEREAS, in June o f  1986 the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission established the Nuisance 
W ildlife Control Operators permit, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the attached Notice o f  Intent establishing rules and 
regulations to regulate the conduct o f those persons who are issued a  Nuisance W ildlife Control 
Operator permit be approved by the W ildlife and Fisheries Commission

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Louisiana Department o f  W ildlife and Fisheries



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department o f  W ildlife and Fisheries 
W ildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice o f  its intent to promulgate a 

Rule (LAC 76:V.127) to regulate the conduct o f  persons issued a Nuisance W ildlife Control 

Operator’s permit. Authority for adoption o f  this rule is included in the Louisiana Constitution, 

Article DC, Section 7, R.S 56:1, R.S. 56:5, 56:6 (10), and (15), and R.S. 56:112, et seq.

Title 76

W I L D L I F E  A N D  F I S H E R I E S  

P A R T  V. W I L D  Q U A D R U P E D S  A N D  W I L D  B I R D S  

Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds 

§ 127. Nuisance Wildlife Control Operator Program

A. Purpose

1. The purpose o f  this Section is to  establish guidelines for the permitting o f 

Nuisance Wildlife Control Operators (NW CO’s) and the procedures to be used by the NW CO’s in 

controlling nuisance wildlife.

2. NW CO’s are defined as individuals who offer their services for commercial 

control o f nuisance wild mammals.

B. Permit Requirements

1. The applicant must achieve a minimum score o f  70 percent on the NWCO 

examination. The examination shall consist o f  75 questions relating to wildlife biology and 

behavior, nuisance animal control methods and procedures and nuisance wildlife control 

laws, rules and regulations.



2. Anyone who has been convicted o f  a Class II or greater wildlife violation in 

Louisiana, or the equivalent in another state within the past three (3) years, or has been convicted o f 

a felony in Louisiana or another state, shall not be eligible for a NW CO permit. Also, any person 

w ho’s hunting or trapping license privileges are revoked and is not legally able to purchase a 

trapping or hunting license shall not be allowed to  possess or operate under the authority o f  a 

NW CO permit.

3. The NW CO Perm it is not valid unless it is accompanied by a  valid Louisiana 

Trapping license and a valid Louisiana Basic hunting license, all three o f  which must be carried at 

all times while conducting NWCO activities.

C. Exemptions

1. Employees o f the Louisiana Department o f  W ildlife and Fisheries (“the 

Department”) the Louisiana Department o f  Agriculture and Forestry, the Louisiana Department o f 

Transportation and Development and the USDA/APHIS/W ildlife Services are exempt from all 

NW CO permit requirements while they are on duty. Also, city, parish or local municipal 

government employees assigned to  animal control duties are exempt from permit requirements 

while on duty.

D. Reporting Requirements

1. Nuisance Wildlife Complaint Forms m ust be kept by N W CO’s for a  period o f 

three (3) years. Report forms shall detail:

a. Date the nuisance wildlife complaint was received

b. Parish in which complaint originated

c. Species o f  offending wildlife

d. Action taken and disposition o f  offending wildlife

2. Report forms shall be available for inspection at all times by Wildlife



Enforcement Agents or any other authorized representatives o f  the Department.

3. A summary o f  all nuisance wildlife control activity is to be submitted annually. 

The report shall include all control activity carried out during the effective dates o f  the permit and 

must include the following information:

a. NW CO name, permit number, address and telephone number.

b. The parish o f activity and species o f  offending animal

c. Total number o f  animals taken, listed by species.

Reports may be submitted as much as one month prior to the expiration date o f  the permit but no 

later than 10 days after the expiration date o f  the permit.

4. Any NW CO who does not submit his/her report by the 10th day after the 

expiration date o f  the permit, or who submits a false report shall be issued a  citation for violation o f 

Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries Commission rules and regulations and, if  convicted, will be 

considered to  have forfeited said permit.

E. Procedures and Guidelines

1. The NWCO permit authorizes the holder to capture, euthanize or relocate 

designated species o f wildlife by safe and effective means at any time o f  the year and without limits 

provided the operator is acting on a valid, documented wildlife complaint.

2. The following procedures and guidelines for NW CO permittees shall be in effect 

to establish what species o f wildlife may be taken under the authority o f  this permit, the legal 

methods that may be used to control nuisance wildlife under the authority o f  this permit, and the 

legal methods o f disposing o f nuisance wildlife.

a. Only wildlife damage or nuisance complaints affecting humans and/or their 

property are considered valid complaints. Complaints involving conflicts between two or more 

species o f  wildlife are not valid nuisance wildlife complaints.



b. NW CO permittees are only authorized to live trap and relocate, live trap 

and euthanize or lethally trap the following species when such action is warranted by a valid 

nuisance wildlife complaint: armadillo, beaver, bobcat, coyote, feral hogs, fox, mink, mole, 

muskrat, nutria, opossum, otter, rabbit, raccoon, squirrel (including flying squirrel) and skunk. 

Nuisance birds, reptiles and amphibians may be controlled as provided by existing law. Bats may 

be controlled by exclusion or by capture and relocation only. Bats shall not be controlled by any 

lethal methods.

c. The NW CO permit does N O T authorize the capture and/or handling o f 

white-tailed deer, bears, turkeys or alligators.

d. The sale, trade, barter, gifting or retention o f  any wildlife or part thereof 

taken under the authority o f  a  NW CO permit is prohibited EXCEPT that furbearers taken during the 

open trapping season may be sold as provided by law. Sick or injured wildlife may be delivered to 

a licensed wildlife rehabilitator for rehabilitation purposes within 24 hours o f  capture

e. NW CO permittees must follow all state and federal laws, rules and 

regulations that apply to the taking o f  wildlife, with the exception o f  season dates and bag limits, 

except as otherwise provided in this section.

f. All wildlife taken under a  NW CO permit shall be taken and disposed o f

in a  manner to ensure safe and effective handling and/or euthanasia. Euthanasia o f  a captured 

animal is to be performed under the guidelines adopted by the American Veterinary M edical 

Association.

g. Traps or other capture devices set for live capture shall be checked a 

minimum o f once every 24 hours and all animals removed. All traps and other capture devices shall 

be marked with permanent tags bearing the name, address and telephone number o f  the NWCO.

h. Only legal methods o f  take, as provided by existing law, shall



be authorized under the NWCO permit. In addition to  legal traps and snares, nets and capture by 

hand are authorized.

i. All traps and other capture devices shall be set in a manner that:

i. will minimize the risk to non-target animals;

ii. will minimize the risk to the public and to pets; and

iii. is out o f  the view o f the general public.

j. The NWCO permit does not authorize the use o f  firearms, EXCEPT that 

nutria, beaver, coyotes, armadillos and feral hogs where legal, may be taken as provided by existing 

law. Firearms may also be used in accordance with the American Veterinary M edical Association 

(AVMA) guidelines on euthanasia. Discharge o f  any firearms shall be subject to all state, parish 

and municipal restrictions and ordinances.

k. W hen relocation is authorized, the NW CO may have the wildlife in 

possession for no more than 24 hours unless specifically authorized by the Department.

l. W ildlife that is relocated shall be released at least five (5) miles outside o f 

any city lim it and must be released within the state o f  Louisiana.

m. Wildlife shall not be released on private land without written permission 

o f the landowner or landowner designee.

n. W ildlife shall not be released on public land without first obtaining written 

permission from the governmental entity owning or administering the release property.

o. Captured wildlife that appears to  be sick or injured shall be turned over to 

a  licensed rehabilitator or euthanized rather than be relocated. Burial or incineration o f these 

carcasses is required.



p. Raccoons and skunks shall not be relocated and shall be euthanized, within 

12 hours o f  capture, in accordance with the current American Veterinary M edical Association 

(AVMA) guidelines on euthanasia.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with the Louisiana Constitution, Article 

DC, Section 7, R.S 56:1, R.S. 56:5, 56:6 (10), and (15), and R.S. 56:112, et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department o f W ildlife and Fisheries, W ildlife 

and Fisheries Commission, LR

The Secretary o f the Department o f  W ildlife and Fisheries is authorized to  take any and all 

necessary steps on behalf o f  the Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice o f  intent and 

final rule, including but not limited to, the filing o f  the fiscal and economic impact statements, the 

filing o f the notice o f intent and final rule and the preparation o f  reports and correspondence to 

other agencies o f  government.

Interested persons may submit written comments relative to the proposed rule to James 

Ernst, Fur & Refuge Division, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000, prior to Tuesday July 6, 

2004.

In accordance with Act No. 1183 o f 1999, the Department o f W ildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife 

and Fisheries Commission hereby issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the 

preceding Notice o f  Intent. This Notice o f  Intent will have no im pact on the six criteria set out at 

R.S. 49:972(B).

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.

Chairman



RESOLUTION

Rules and Regulations -  Nuisance Wildlife Control Operator Program
adopted by the

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
M ay 6 ,2004

WHEREAS, a variety o f wildlife species in urban and suburban areas o f Louisiana are relatively 
numerous and frequent animal-human conflicts occur, and

WHEREAS, the Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries wishes to remain committed to nuisance 
wildlife assistance and provide for the disposition o f these conflicts, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:112 provides for the Secretary to direct any reputable citizen o f this state to 
take and dispose o f such nuisance species o f  birds or quadrupeds under conditions specified by the 
Secretary, and

WHEREAS, in June o f 1986 the W ildlife and Fisheries Commission established the Nuisance 
Wildlife Control Operators permit, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the attached Notice o f  Intent establishing rules and 
regulations to regulate the conduct o f  those persons who are issued a  Nuisance Wildlife Control 
Operator permit be approved by the W ildlife and Fisheries Commission

Bill A. Busbice, J r ,  Chairman Dwight Landreneau, Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Louisiana Department o f  W ildlife and Fisheries



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries 
W ildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice o f its intent to promulgate a 

Rule (LAC 76:V.127) to regulate the conduct o f persons issued a  Nuisance Wildlife Control 

Operator’s permit. Authority for adoption o f this rule is included in the Louisiana Constitution, 

Article DC, Section 7, R.S 56:1, R.S. 56:5, 56:6 (10), and (15), and R.S. 56:112, et seq.

Title 76

W I L D L I F E  A N D  F I S H E R I E S  

P A R T  V. W I L D  Q U A D R U P E D S  A N D  W I L D  B I R D S  

Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds 

§ 127. Nuisance Wildlife Control Operator Program

A. Purpose

1. The purpose o f  this Section is to establish guidelines for the permitting o f 

Nuisance W ildlife Control Operators (NW CO’s) and the procedures to be used by the N W CO’s in 

controlling nuisance wildlife.

2. NW CO’s are defined as individuals who offer their services for commercial 

control o f  nuisance wild mammals.

B. Perm it Requirements

1. The applicant m ust achieve a minimum score o f  70 percent on the NWCO 

examination. The examination shall consist o f 75 questions relating to wildlife biology and 

behavior, nuisance animal control methods and procedures and nuisance wildlife control 

laws, rules and regulations.



2. Anyone who has been convicted o f a Class II or greater wildlife violation in 

Louisiana, or the equivalent in another state within the past three (3) years, or has been convicted o f 

a felony in Louisiana or another state, shall not be eligible for a NW CO permit. Also, any person 

w ho’s hunting or trapping license privileges are revoked and is not legally able to purchase a 

trapping or hunting license shall not be allowed to possess or operate under the authority o f a 

NWCO permit.

3. The NW CO Perm it is not valid unless it is accompanied by a valid Louisiana 

Trapping license and a valid Louisiana Basic hunting license, all three o f which must be carried at 

all times while conducting NW CO activities.

C. Exemptions

1. Employees o f  the Louisiana Department o f W ildlife and Fisheries (“the 

Department”) the Louisiana D epartm ent o f  Agriculture and Forestry, the Louisiana Department o f 

Transportation and Development and the USDA/APHIS/W ildlife Services are exempt from all 

NWCO permit requirements while they are on duty. Also, city, parish or local municipal 

government employees assigned to animal control duties are exempt from permit requirements 

while on duty.

D. Reporting Requirements

1. Nuisance W ildlife Complaint Forms must be kept by NW CO ’s for a period o f 

three (3) years. Report forms shall detail:

a. Date the nuisance wildlife complaint was received

b. Parish in which complaint originated

c. Species o f offending wildlife

d. Action taken and disposition o f offending wildlife

2. Report forms shall be available for inspection at all times by Wildlife



Enforcement Agents or any other authorized representatives o f  the Department.

3. A summary o f  all nuisance wildlife control activity is to be submitted annually. 

The report shall include all control activity carried out during the effective dates o f the permit and 

m ust include the following information:

a. NW CO name, permit number, address and telephone number.

b. The parish o f  activity and species o f  offending animal

c. Total number o f  animals taken, listed by species.

Reports may be submitted as much as one month prior to the expiration date o f  the permit but no 

later than 10 days after the expiration date o f the permit.

4. Any NW CO who does not submit his/her report by the 10th day after the 

expiration date o f  the permit, or who submits a false report shall be issued a citation for violation o f 

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission rules and regulations and, if  convicted, will be 

considered to have forfeited said permit.

E. Procedures and Guidelines

1. The NWCO permit authorizes the holder to capture, euthanize or relocate 

designated species o f wildlife by safe and effective means at any tim e o f the year and without limits 

provided the operator is acting on a valid, documented wildlife complaint.

2. The following procedures and guidelines for NW CO permittees shall be in effect 

to establish what species o f wildlife may be taken under the authority o f  this permit, the legal 

methods that may be used to control nuisance wildlife under the authority o f this permit, and the 

legal methods o f disposing o f nuisance wildlife.

a. Only wildlife damage or nuisance complaints affecting humans and/or their 

property are considered valid complaints. Complaints involving conflicts between two or more 

species o f  wildlife are not valid nuisance wildlife complaints.



b. NW CO permittees are only authorized to live trap and relocate, live trap 

and euthanize or lethally trap the following species when such action is warranted by a valid 

nuisance wildlife complaint: armadillo, beaver, bobcat, coyote, feral hogs, fox, mink, mole, 

muskrat, nutria, opossum, otter, rabbit, raccoon, squirrel (including flying squirrel) and skunk. 

Nuisance birds, reptiles and amphibians may be controlled as provided by existing law. Bats may 

be controlled by exclusion or by capture and relocation only. Bats shall not be controlled by any 

lethal methods.

c. The NW CO permit does N O T  authorize the capture and/or handling o f 

white-tailed deer, bears, turkeys or alligators.

d. The sale, trade, barter, gifting or retention o f  any wildlife or part thereof 

taken under the authority o f  a NWCO permit is prohibited EXCEPT that furbearers taken during the 

open trapping season may be sold as provided by law. Sick or injured wildlife may be delivered to 

a  licensed wildlife rehabilitator for rehabilitation purposes within 24 hours o f capture

e. NW CO permittees must follow all state and federal laws, rules and 

regulations that apply to  the taking o f  wildlife, with the exception o f  season dates and bag limits, 

except as otherwise provided in this section.

f. All wildlife taken under a NWCO permit shall be taken and disposed o f

in a manner to ensure safe and effective handling and/or euthanasia. Euthanasia o f  a captured 

animal is to be performed under the guidelines adopted by the American Veterinary Medical 

Association.

g. Traps or other capture devices set for live capture shall be checked a 

minimum o f once every 24 hours and all animals removed. All traps and other capture devices shall 

be marked with permanent tags bearing the name, address and telephone number o f the NWCO.

h. Only legal methods o f take, as provided by existing law, shall



be authorized under the NWCO permit. In addition to legal traps and snares, nets and capture by 

hand are authorized.

i. All traps and other capture devices shall be set in a manner that:

i. will minimize the risk to non-target animals;

ii. will minimize the risk to the public and to pets; and

iii. is out o f  the view o f  the general public.

j. The NW CO permit does not authorize the use o f firearms, EXCEPT that 

nutria, beaver, coyotes, armadillos and feral hogs where legal, may be taken as provided by existing 

law. Firearms may also be used in accordance with the American Veterinary Medical Association 

(AVMA) guidelines on euthanasia. Discharge o f  any firearms shall be subject to all state, parish 

and municipal restrictions and ordinances.

k. W hen relocation is authorized, the NW CO may have the wildlife in 

possession for no more than 24 hours unless specifically authorized by the Department.

l. W ildlife that is relocated shall be released at least five (5) miles outside o f 

any city lim it and must be released within the state o f Louisiana.

m. W ildlife shall not be released on private land without written permission 

o f the landowner or landowner designee.

n. W ildlife shall not be released on public land without first obtaining written 

permission from the governmental entity owning or administering the release property.

o. Captured wildlife that appears to be sick or injured shall be turned over to 

a licensed rehabilitator or euthanized rather than be relocated. Burial or incineration o f these 

carcasses is required.



p. Raccoons and skunks shall not be relocated and shall be euthanized, within 

12 hours o f capture, in accordance with the current American Veterinary M edical Association 

(AVMA) guidelines on euthanasia.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with the Louisiana Constitution, Article 

DC, Section 7, R.S 56:1, R.S. 56:5, 56:6 (10), and (15), and R.S. 56:112, et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department o f  W ildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife 

and Fisheries Commission, LR

The Secretary o f  the Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to  take any and all 

necessary steps on behalf o f  the Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice o f  intent and 

final rule, including but not limited to, the filing o f the fiscal and economic impact statements, the 

filing o f the notice o f intent and final rule and the preparation o f  reports and correspondence to 

other agencies o f  government.

Interested persons may submit written comments relative to the proposed rule to James 

Ernst, Fur & Refuge Division, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000, prior to Tuesday July 6, 

2004.

In accordance with Act No. 1183 o f 1999, the Department o f W ildlife and Fisheries/W ildlife 

and Fisheries Commission hereby issues its Family Impact Statement in  connection with the 

preceding Notice o f Intent. This Notice o f Intent will have no im pact on the six criteria set out at 

R.S. 49:972(B).

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.

Chairman
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LOUISIANA STATE SENATE

FAX TRANSMISSION SENATE FAX # (225) 377-2283

TO: Terry Denmon

FAX# 318-361-5036 

FROM: Senator Robert Barham

For information call (225) 342-0659 

This page is 1 of 3 pages 

Date of transmission: May 5. 2004

Terry,
this is for your use in the Wildlife and Fisheries Board meeting 
tomorrow, thanks.
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R egular Session. 2004 

SE N A T E  R ESO LU TIO N  NO. 49 

BY SE N A TO R  BARHAM

A RESO LUTION

T o urge and request the Louisiana Departm ent o f W ildlife and Fisheries to place a 

m oratorium  on the taking o f alligator snapping turtles.

W H EREA S, the alligator snapping turtle has historically been a vital and integral part 

o f the Louisiana w ildlife ecosystem ; and

W H E R E A S, the alligator snapping turtle is endem ic to the U nited S tales, is the 

largest freshw ater turtle in North A m erica and the only extant species o f the genus; and

W H EREA S, the alligator snapping turtle is presently suffering excessive exploitation 

for m eat in local com m ercial m arkets, as well as an increasing international m arket; and 

W H ER EA S, the alligator snapping turtle, n w c r o c le m y s  te m m in c k i i ,  and their eggs 

are o f significant econom ic im portance for harvest for hum an consum ption by private 

individuals and com m ercial turtle trappers; and

W H ER EA S, alligator snapping turtle populations are currently  declining at drastic 

and alarm ing rates due to various factors such as clutch predation, sale as exotic pets, habitat 

loss, and a slow growth and reproduction rate; and

W H E R E A S, som e reports indicate that this species o f turtle has declined up to 

ninety-five percent over much o f its range; and

W H EREA S, the loss o f the alligator snapping turtle to the point o f extinction would 

have a catastrophic effect on Louisiana.

T H E R E F O R E , BE IT R ESO LV ED  that the Senate o f the Legislature o f Louisiana 

hereby does urge and request the Louisiana D epartm ent o f W ildlife and Fisheries to 

prom ulgate rules and regulations that would place a m oratorium  on the taking o f alligator 

snapping turtles.

BE IT FU R TH ER  R ESO LV ED  that a copy o f this R esolution be transm itted to the 

secretary o f the Louisiana D epartm ent o f W ildlife and Fisheries.

PRESID EN T O F TH E SENATE
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THE ALLIGATOR SNAPPING TURTLE IS THE LARGEST 
FRESHWATER TURTLE IN NORTH AMERICA

MUCH OF THE ALLIGATOR SNAPPING TURTLE 
POPULATIONS WERE DECIMATED BY INCREASED LEVELS 
OF COMMERCIAL HARVEST IN THE 1960s AND 1970s

NOW, THE SPECIES IS PROTECTED FROM COMMERCIAL 
HARVEST IN EVERY STATE BUT....LOUISIANA

DESPITE PROTECTIONS IN 49 STATES, POPULATIONS 
HAVE UNDERGONE SEVERE DECLINES DUE TO HABITAT 
LOSS AND EXPLOITATION, DOWN BY 95%

IN LOUISIANA...THE SPECIES HAS DISAPPEARED FOR THE 
MOST PART

NEW ORLEANS IS CONSIDERED THE CENTER FOR 
COMMERCIAL TURTLE MEAT AND USES A VARIETY OF 
TURTLE TYPES AS INGREDIENTS FOR ITS WORLD FAMOUS 
TURTLE SOUP

COMMERCIAL TURTLE TRAPPERS IN LOUISIANA CATCH 
MOSTLY RED-EARED SLIDERS, COMMON COOLERS, 
EASTERN MUD TURTLES AND VARIOUS SOFTSHELL 
TURTLES

OTHER STATES HAVE NOT ONLY BANNED COMMERCIAL 
TAKING OF ALLIGATOR SNAPPERS BUT HAVE 
INSTITUTED TURTLE FARMING REPOPULATION EFFORTS 
SUCH AS CLUTCH PROTECTION AND HATCHING OF 
CAPTIVE TURTLES FOR LATER RELEASE INTO THE WILD

THESE TURTLES GROW SLOWLY, @ 1 POUND PER YEAR 
AND REACH SEXUAL MATURITY ONLY AFTER REACHING 
25 OR 30 YEARS OF AGE

DURING A 3-MONTH 2001 STUDY ON THE UPPER AND 
LOWER ENDS OF THE NATALBANY RIVER USING HOOP 
NETS, WHICH IS THE MOST EFFECTIVE DEVICE FOR 
TRAPPING TURTLES, OVER 400 TRAP NIGHTS NO. REPEAT 
NO ALLIGATOR SNAPPING TURTLES WERE CAUGHT.

WITH PLANNING, WORK AND SOUND CONSERVATION 
EFFORTS, THE SPECIES CAN BE BROUGHT BACK FROM 
THE BRINK OF EXTINCTION
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B Y  S E N A T O R  B A R H A M

A  R E S O L U T IO N

T o  u r g e  a n d  r e q u e s t  th e  L o u is ia n a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  W i ld l i f e  a n d  F i s h e r ie s  to  p la c e  a 

m o r a to r iu m  o n  th e  ta k in g  o f  a l l ig a to r  s n a p p in g  tu r tle s .

W H E R E A S , th e  a l l ig a to r  s n a p p in g  tu r tle  h a s  h is to r ic a l ly  b e e n  a  v ita l  a n d  in te g ra l  p a r t  

o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  w i ld l i f e  e c o s y s te m ; a n d

W H E R E A S , th e  a l l ig a to r  s n a p p in g  tu r t le  is  e n d e m ic  to  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s ,  is  th e  

la rg e s t  f r e s h w a te r  tu r t le  in  N o r th  A m e r ic a  a n d  th e  o n ly  e x ta n t  s p e c ie s  o f  th e  g e n u s ;  a n d  

W H E R E A S , th e  a l l ig a to r  s n a p p in g  tu r t le  is  p r e s e n t ly  s u f f e r in g  e x c e s s iv e  e x p lo i ta t io n  

f o r  m e a t  in  lo c a l  c o m m e r c ia l  m a rk e ts ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  in c r e a s in g  in te r n a t io n a l  m a r k e t ;  a n d  

W H E R E A S , th e  a l l ig a to r  s n a p p in g  tu r t le ,  macroclemys temminckii, a n d  th e i r  e g g s  

a r e  o f  s ig n i f ic a n t  e c o n o m ic  im p o r ta n c e  f o r  h a r v e s t  f o r  h u m a n  c o n s u m p tio n  b y  p r iv a te  

in d iv id u a ls  a n d  c o m m e r c ia l  tu r t le  t r a p p e rs ;  a n d

W H E R E A S , a l l ig a to r  s n a p p in g  tu r t le  p o p u la t io n s  a r e  c u r r e n t ly  d e c l in in g  a t  d ra s t ic  

a n d  a la rm in g  ra te s  d u e  to  v a r io u s  fa c to rs  s u c h  a s  c lu tc h  p re d a tio n , s a le  a s  e x o t ic  p e ts , h a b i ta t  

lo s s , a n d  a  s lo w  g r o w th  a n d  r e p ro d u c t io n  r a te ;  a n d

W H E R E A S , s o m e  r e p o r ts  in d ic a te  th a t  th is  s p e c ie s  o f  tu r t l e  h a s  d e c l in e d  u p  to  

n in e ty - f iv e  p e r c e n t  o v e r  m u c h  o f  its  ra n g e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S , th e  lo s s  o f  th e  a l l ig a to r  s n a p p in g  tu r tle  to  th e  p o in t  o f  e x t in c t io n  w o u ld  

h a v e  a  c a ta s t ro p h ic  e f f e c t  o n  L o u is ia n a .

T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  th a t  th e  S e n a te  o f  th e  L e g is la tu r e  o f  L o u is ia n a  

h e r e b y  d o e s  u r g e  a n d  r e q u e s t  th e  L o u is ia n a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  W ild l i f e  a n d  F i s h e r ie s  to  

p r o m u lg a te  r u le s  a n d  r e g u la t io n s  th a t  w o u ld  p la c e  a  m o r a to r iu m  o n  th e  ta k in g  o f  a l l ig a to r  

s n a p p in g  tu r tle s .

B E  IT  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  th a t  a  c o p y  o f  th is  R e s o lu t io n  b e  t r a n s m i t te d  to  th e  

s e c re ta ry  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  W ild l i f e  a n d  F is h e r ie s .

P R E S ID E N T  O F  T H E  S E N A T E
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The alligator snapping turtle (AST) is a well-known, yet poorly understood denizen o f lakes and . 
rivers o f  America’s mid-South. Because ASTs spend most o f  their lives in deep water, they have 
proven very difficult to study. As a food and pet species, they were taken in large numbers 
through the mid-1980s, which generated concern over their populations. By the mid-1990s all 
range states had protected the AST from commercial take except Louisiana, and Arkansas could 
sell only turtles generated on turtle farms from existing stock. The U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) contemplated listing the AST as Threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 
which made available ESA Section 6 funds to determine the population status o f the AST. ESA 
Section 6 funds were provided to the Louisiana Department o f Wildlife & Fisheries (LDWF) 
beginning in 1995, and continued on an annual basis through mid-1999, at which time the USFWS 
concluded that the AST did not warrant listing under the ESA. At the 1997 Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), the USFWS attempted to generate interest 
among CITES parties to include the AST under CITES Appendix II, which would allow 
importing and exporting countries to control trade in the AST. The USFWS was unsuccessful in 
its efforts, but determined to dedicate federal funds to conduct additional status studies in 
Louisiana. The latter surveys were conducted from late 1999 to mid-2001. The following report 
presents the results from all o f the population status surveys conducted in Louisiana with support 
o f the aforementioned ESA and dedicated funds. Portions o f the following report have been 
submitted in manuscript form for publication.

M ETHODS

Surveys were done in three phases that covered southeastern Louisiana (April 1996-June 1998; 
$40,000), southcentral Louisiana (Atchafalaya Basin; July 1998-June 1999; $20,000), and central 
Louisiana (Red and Ouachita River drainages; July 1999-May 2001; $50,000). One hundred 
twenty three sites were surveyed (Fig. 1). The LDWF initially contracted Mr. Curtis Kennedy, a 
professional turtle trapper from Springfield, Louisiana, to perform the trapping. We contracted 
Mr. Junior Watson o f  Olla, Louisiana, also a professional trapper, to assist with the third phase. 
Trappers were paid $20 per hour to be divided between themselves and an assistant. Trappers 
used their own traps, boats, scales and bait, and were provided with tree calipers and tags by - 
LDWF to measure and tag turtles.

Surveys were conducted by trappings ASTs with single-throated hoop nets, consisting o f four 
hoops 3 to  3.5 feet in diameter, with 1" mesh, using dead B revo o rtia  (CK) or C yp rm u s  (JW) as 
bait. An average o f 25.8 (usually 20, 25 or 30) nets were placed at each site in the afternoon and 
evening, and were checked and rebaited each morning. Sites were trapped an average o f 3.1 
(range 1-7) nights each during Phase I, but were limited to two, rarely three nights per site for 
Phase II-III. All turtles were tagged with stainless steel tags attached through a hole drilled in a 
posterior marginal. Tags were individually numbered, and stated “Wildlife & Fisheries” on the 
side opposite the number. Trapped turtles were weighed to the nearest pound and released at the 
site o f capture. Carapace length (CL) was obtained by taking the shortest straightline 
measurement at midline using stainless steel tree calipers. All turtles under 12 inches (30 cm) 
carapace length (CL) were categorized as immature, based on Dobie (1971), and no attempt was 
made to sex them. Sex o f turtles over 12.inches CL was determined from discrete differences in
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the position o f the cloacal aperture relative to the posterior carapace margin and tail base (Dobie, 
1971). W eights and lengths were converted to  kg and cm, respectively, for analyses.

LDW F personnel (Jeff Boundy, Steve Shively, Michael Seymour) trapped at two sites during 
Phase I using hoop nets baited with canned sardines or B revo o rtia . An average o f 3.8 (3 or 4) 
traps were set at wading points per night. All turtles were marked by drilling posterior marginals 
in the sequence prescribed for marking tortoises.

W ater bodies were classified as (1) riverine, (2) sloughs and canals with imperceptible 
directional flow, and (3) lacustrine habitats. Trap sites in the Florida Parishes (Phase I) were 
ranked for recent harvest pressure as (1) little or no trapping and/or boat traffic, or (3) heavy 
fishing/trapping use. Harvest ranks were based on firsthand knowledge o f  CK, which included 
over ten years o f  trapping experience in the region, as well as comparison o f trapping information 
with other fishermen. We defined harvest pressure to include direct trapping with hoop nets, or 
probable incidental take via catfish traps or trotlines. A moderate (2) harvest rank was assigned 
to sites in which harvest use was intermediate, and was used to separate the high and low harvest 
ranks to eliminate subjectivity. The intermediate sites were not included in statistical comparisons 
o f harvest effects. Relative population densities o f  turtles were evaluated by comparing numbers 
o f turtles caught per trap, per night (=turtles/trap-night [TTN]). Trapping seasons were 
designated as Spring (through 31 May), Summer (1 June-15 September), and Fall.

Percentage o f males within adults, percentage o f  juveniles within all turtles, and turtles/trap 
night w ere compared after values for each were arcsin transformed and evaluated for normality 
with a Kruskall-Wallis one-sided test.

RESU LTS

Total trap nights numbered 8421 at 123 sites (Fig. 1). Survey site summaries are presented in 
Appendix I. D ata for all 541 ASTs trapped are presented in Appendix II. Twenty nets were lost 
or stolen, and over half o f the nets were tampered with the first night at Ruddock Bayou. 
Otherwise, trapping was successful, and provided data that are considered valid for statistical 
evaluation under stated assumptions.

T u rtle  m orphology.— The weight-length relationship for all ASTs was log weight -  2.423 log 
CL - 6.357 (F = 15534.52 at 1, 533 df; p < 0.0001; squared multiple R  = 0.967). Adult female 
turtles ranged from 30.5-54.6 cm CL (mean 38.98 ± 5.00 cm), and weighed from 6.3-25.4 kg 
(mean 13.01 ± 4.46 kg). Adult males ranged from 30.5-62.2 cm CL (mean 44.41 ± 9.47 cm), 
and weighed from 5.4-47.2 kg (mean 18.72 ± 10.27 kg). Adult females averaged 88% adult male 
CL, and 70% male weight. There was no divergence between adult male and female length- 
weight relations (Fig. 2).

Turtle weight failed slightly to vary significantly by area (F = 2.494, p = 0.059 at 3, 533 df). 
However, juveniles weighed significantly more in the Southeast and Atchafalaya than they did in 
the Red (F = 11.78, p < 0.0001 at 3, 221 df; Table 1). There w ere no significant differences in' 
female weight between areas (F = 1.38, p -  0.2522 at 3, 155 df). Males from the Atchafalaya 
weighed significantly less than those from the Southeast and Ouachita (F = 2.99, p = 0.0331 at 3, 
147 df).



Fig. 1. Location o f Sites trapped for Alligator Snapping Turtles during the present surveys.



5

•  FEMALE 
O MALE 
▼ IMMATURE 
—  logWT = 2.423logCL - 6.357

1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 . 4.0 4.5

logCL

Fig. 2. Logarithmic weight/carapace length relations for Alligator Snapping Turtles.
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Table 1. M ean turtle weight (kg) per area, season and hydrology (mean, standard deviation and 
sample size). ______ __________ _____________________  ____ •

Area
Juveniles Females Males

Southeast 2.92*1.38 (95) 12.38*4.45 (56) 21.18*11.14 (48)
Atchafaiaya 2.63*1.74 (21) 11.69*3.82 (13) 12.31* 7.92(14)
Ouachita 3.71*2.35 (40) 13.80*4,12 (54) 19.11* 8.62 (38)
Red 1.85*1.47 (69) 13.28*5.05 (36) 17.88*10.49 (51)

Season
Spring 3.29*1.27 (71) 13.29*3.87 (60) '19.94*10.66 (43)
Summer 2.33*1.71 (65) 12.34*4.64 (41) 17.66*10.26 (40)
Fall 2.51*2.02 (89) 13.20*4.91 (58) 18.57*10.08 (68)

Hydrology
Streams 2.73*1.64(123) 13.05*4,48 (64) 19.49* 9.56 (75)
Sloughs 2.58*1.95 ( 60) 11.95*4.09 (52) 18.03*11.62 (44)
Lakes 2.80*1.88 ( 42) 14.24*4.63 (43) 17.88*10.07 (32)

Turtle weight did not vary seasonally (F = 1.258, p = 0.285 at 2, 534 df). However, juvenile 
weight varied by season (Table 1; Fig. 3), with those trapped in fall weighing less than those of 
spring and summer (F = 6.242, p = 0.0023 at 2, 222 df). Weight did not vary seasonally for 
females (F = 0.632, p -  0.5327 at 2, 156 df), or males (F = 0.521, p = 0.5949 at 2, 148 df).

Turtle weight did not vary by hydrology (F = 0.795, p -  0.452 at 2, 534 df; for males F = 
0.415, p = 0.6611 at 2, 148 df). However, females weighed 16% less in sloughs than they did in 
lakes (F = 3.182, p = 0.0442 at 2, 156 df), but not significantly less in sloughs than rivers.

Weight/CL did not covary between adult turtles from riverine vs lacustrine sites (F = 10.386, 
p = 0.002 at 1, 1, 142 df; squared multiple R  = 0.875; Fig. 4). For lacustrine sites log weight = 
2.574 log CL-6.861; for riverine sites log weight = 2.495 CL-6.648.

Sex r a t io .-  The overall sex ratio o f adults was 151 males to 159 females (= 48.7% males), which 
is not significantly different from a 1:1 ratio. Arcsin-transformed percentages were normally 
distributed (p<0.0001). The transformed sex ratio varied significantly between areas (F = 7.064, 
p = 0.0001 at 3, 114 df), with the percentage o f males being significantly higher in the Red than 
the Ouachita, but not significantly different from other Areas. Sex ratio did not vary by season 
(F = 0.366, p = 0.694 at 2, 118 df), or hydrology (F = 0.943, p = 0.393 at 1, 118 df; Table 2). No 
sex ratios for any treatment varied significantly from 1:1 based on X 2 test.

P ercentage o f juveniles — Immature turtles represented 42.7% o f all trapped ASTs. Arcsin- 
transformed percentages were normally distributed (pO.OOOl). The proportion o f juveniles did 
not vary significantly between areas (F = 2.187, p = 0.091 at 3, 216 df), season (F = 0.350, 
p = 0.705 at 2, 221 df), or hydrology (F = 1.493, p = 0.227 at 2, 221 df; Table 3).
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Fig. 3. Weight of immature Alligator Snapping Turtles, less than 3.0 kg, for each month of 
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Table 2. Sex ratio of adults (percentage of males within total adults) by area, season and 
hydrology (mean, standard deviation, sample size). •'______________________________

Area Season Hydrology
Southeast 0.48±0.22 (77) Spring 0.41±0.43 (60) Stream , 0.53±0.44 (68)
Atchafalaya 0.53±0.29 (25) Summer 0.49±0.44 (49) Slough 0.49±0.41 (77)
Ouachita 0.41±0.24 (54) Fall 0.53±0.41 (84) Lake 0.39±0.41 (48)
Red 0.57±0.27 (33)

Table 3. Percentage o f juveniles by area, season and hydrology (mean, standard deviation, sample 
size)._________________________________________________________________________________

Area Season Hvdroloev
Southeast 0.42*0.19 (92) Spring 0.40*0.37 (71) Stream 0.43*0.38 (83)
Atchafalaya 0.40*0.25 (33) Summer 0.35*0.36 (57) Slough 0.36*0.33 (85)
Ouachita 0.28*0.20 (58) Fall 0.37*0.35 (96) Lake 0.32*0.37 (56)
Red 0.42*0.24 (37)

T rap  ra te— Arcsin-transformed percentages were normally distributed (p<0.0001). Trap rate 
(turtles/trap-night [TTN]) varied between areas (F = 5.256, p<0.001 at 3, 324 df), with relatively 
fewer turtles trapped in the Southeast and Atchafalaya than the Ouachita (Table 4). Trap rate in 
the Red was not significantly different than the other areas. Trap rate did not vary by season (F = 
2.269, p = 0.105 at 2, 331.df), although slightly fewer turtles were trapped during summer than 
spring or fall (Fig. 5). Trap rate varied by hydrology (F = 7.435, p<0.001 at 2, 331 df), with 
relatively fewer turtles trapped in lacustrine than riverine sites.

Table 4. Turtles per trap-night by area, season and hydrology (mean, standard deviation, sample 
size).________________________ _______________________________ ___________ __ _________

Area Season Hvdroloev
Southeast 0.058*0.036 (130) Spring 0.068*0.070 (106) River 0.076*0.071 (113)
Atchafalaya 0.046*0.081 ( 57) Summer 0.052*0.051 ( 84) Slough 0.073*0.068 (117)
Ouachita
Red

0.088*0.064 ( 78) 
0.069*0.064 ( 63)

Fall 0.071*0.073 (144) Lake 0.045*0.057 (104)

Trap rate in lacustrine waters of the Red differed significantly from lacustrine waters 
elsewhere (mean 0.065 ± 0.070 TTN vs. 0.030 ± 0.041 TTN, respectively; F = 3.340, p = 0.022 
at 3, 100 df). Trap rate in lacustrine waters did not vary by season (mean 0.044 ± 0.058; F = 
0.242, p = 0.786 at 2, 101 df). Trap rate in riverine sites varied by Area (F = 9.869, pO.OOOl at
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2, 108 df; the Atchafalaya is excluded because only two nights of trapping were conducted in 
riverine sites), with the Red and Ouachita having significantly higher trap rate than the Southeast 
(mean 0.121 ± 0.082 vs. 0.060 ± 0.59 TIN ). Trap rate in riverine sites varied by season (F = 
3.387, p = 0.037 at 2, 110 df), with significantly higher trap rate in spring than fall or summer • 
(mean 0.097 ± 0.079 TTN vs 0.062 ± 0.063 TTN, respectively).

In the Southeast, traps were placed at sites for up to seven consecutive nights, but were 
limited to two or three nights in the other areas. In the Southeast, trap rate decreased slowly for 
up to six consecutive nights: 1 turtle per 15 traps the first two nights, 1 turtle per 20 traps the 3rd 
and 4th nights, and 1 turtle per 19 traps the 5,h and 6,h nights (Fig. 6). Likewise, the trap rate 
remained fairly constant in the other areas, averaging I turtle per 14, 15, and 18 traps on the 1", 
2nd, and 3rd nights, respectively.

Effects of H arvest Pressure (Florida Parishes only).-- The weight/CL relationship covaried 
between low and high harvest sites (Fig. 7): log weight = 2.345 log CL - 2.670 vs log weight = 
2.490 log CL - 2.881, respectively (F = 0.096 at 1, 164 df; p -  0.757, sq multiple R = 0.981-,-
0. 983, respectively). Trap rate by harvest pressure differed significantly (F = 4.490, p = 0.037 at
1, 100 df): 0.073 TTN with no harvest pressure, 0.049 TTN with heavy harvest. Turtle weight 
varied by harvest pressure (F = 4.148, p = 0.043 at 1, 166 df): low harvest mean 8.85 ± 8.96 kg 
(n=84); high harvest mean 11.99 ± 10.89 kg (n=84). Percentage o f adult males (thus, sex ratio) 
did not vary by harvest level (F = 0.220, p = 0.803 at 2, 78 df), nor did percentage of immature 
turtles (F = 1.616, p = 0.208 at 1, 73 df).

M ovements.-- One alligator snapper was recaptured: on 19 July 1998 Mr Carl Williamson of 
Abita Springs caught turtle #64 within the first mile o f Abita River above the Bogue Falaya River. 
The turtle weighed 28 lbs and was roughly 18" CL. Mr Williamson released the turtle on 21 July 
in the Bogue Falaya River 0.3-0.5 mi below the confluence of Simalusa Creek. This female turtle 
had been trapped and marked 9 April 1997 by Mr Kennedy in Ruddock Bayou, at which time it 
weighed. 24 lbs and measured 15 inches CL. Minimally, to reach the Abita River the turtle would 
have had to have traveled along Lake Pontchartrain roughly 25 miles, then up the Tchefuncte/ 
Bogue Falaya River another 10 miles. As of July 2003, no additional tagged turtles have been 
reported.

DISCUSSION AND COM PARISON W ITH  O TH ER SURVEYS

Although overall turtle weight showed little significant variation, four statistical treatments 
showed variation in weights. Juveniles averaged smaller in fall than in spring or summer, possibly 
due to the fact that hatching occurs during summer, which would inflate the numbers of small 
turtles in all annual cohorts o f juveniles (Fig. 3). Juveniles also averaged smallest in the Red, 
where 71% of trapping was done in fall, and largest in the Ouachita, where 36% of trapping was 
done in fall. Intermediate weights were obtained in the Atchafalaya and Southeast, where 23% of 
trapping was done during the fall. The significant difference in weight for males in the 
Atchafalaya, and females in sloughs, is unexplained.
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The significant difference in weight/CL relationships between turtles from lacustrine vs. 
riverine habitats could be explained by a larger prey base and a decrease in hydrologic stress (flow 
and temperature shifts) experienced by lacustrine turtles, resulting in increased weight per linear 
size.

The significantly lower trap rate in the Atchafalaya appears to be a consequence of trap 
regime rather than actual lower population density: 92% of sites in the Atchafalaya were 
lacustrine or slack-water, vs. 64% for other areas. Also, 53% of trapping nights were conducted 
during summer in Atchafalaya, vs. 15% in the other areas, and as noted above, trap rate in 
lacustrine waters did not vary between the Atchafalaya and the other areas aside from the Red.

Few baseline data are available with which to compare current with past trap rates. Cagle and 
Chaney (1950) caught alligator snappers at four of 12 sites trapped in Louisiana in 1947. No 
alligator snappers were trapped from ditches at Lutcher, the only site near one o f the present 
survey sites (Airline Canal), in an estimated 34 trap-nights. Alligator snappers were trapped for 
an estimated rate of 0.063 TTN in Caddo Lake and Lake latt, and a rate of 0.75 TTN in Tensas 
Bayou. The latter rate could reflect historic densities in riverine habitats in the Mississippi 
floodplain. Most of the sites trapped by Cagle and Chaney were lacustrine, and were trapped for 
only 5-25 trap-nights, which would account for the low trap rates there.

Table 5. Recent survey data for alligator snapping turtles trapped with hoopnets in several states; 
T/N=number of hoop nets set per night

Slate N TTN T/N mean CL* mean wt* %imm mesh source

SE Louisiana 200 0.057 —25 43.2cm 17.9 kg 0.48 1" present study
NE Louisiana 49 0.157 43.5cm 20.9 kg . 0.50 2" Balk (1986)
N Louisiana 271 43.9cm 20.4 kg 0.67 2" Douglas (1989)
Arkansas 445 0.234 6 43.1cm 0.55 2.5" Wagner et al. (1996)
W Florida 92 0.251 12 43.8cm 22.6 kg 0.24 4" Moler (1996)
S Georgia 63 0.080 -18.7 kg 0.34 Johnson (1989)
S Georgia 55 0,196 -9 46.5cm 21.1kg . 0.19 4" Jensen & Birkhead (2003)
NE Arkansas 86 0.273 41.1cm** .. 0.74 2.5" Trauth et al. (1998)

* adults only
** CL measured over the curve

Recent surveys in other states indicate that trap rate in Louisiana is lower than elsewhere 
(Table 5), suggesting that populations are relatively low in Louisiana. Trap rates in non-harvest 
streams in Louisiana are still much lower than non-harvested streams in Arkansas (0.073 vs 0.170 
TTN), and heavily harvested waters in Arkansas (0.34 TTN, Wagner et al. 1996), but similar to 
harvested streams in Georgia (0.08 TTN; Johnson 1989). The fact that alligator snappers were 
trapped at twice the rate in harvested vs non-harvested sites in Arkansas suggests that factors in 
addition to, or in spite of harvest history, such as stream-size or trapping methods, may be 
governing perceived population densities. Trap rate could be reduced because of oversaturation 
o f trap placements (25/night vs 6-12 elsewhere). In many cases it was necessary to place traps in 
less-than-optimum locations along streams and rivers because of the high incidence of trap theft
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experienced by Kennedy. Thus, traps were often concealed near shorelines rather than placed 
near the heads of holes, logjams and other ideal sites (Harrel et al. 1996). However, the 
preceding factors do not entirely account for the 3- or 4-fold decrease in trap rates compared to 
other areas.

Oddly, net mesh size may affect trap rate and percentage o f juveniles (Table 5), although data 
from six studies were not significant for trap rate (F = 3.348, p = 0.141, R  = 0.720), or 
percentage o f juveniles (F = 4.068, p = 0.100, R = 0.744). Visible trends in data points suggest 
that increase in mesh size results in more trapped turtles, but a lower percentage o f juveniles (Fig.
8). Additional testing with different mesh sizes may or may not demonstrate significant 
correlations. Smaller mesh size may make turtles apprehensive about entry or exploration of the 
net. A mesh size o f four inches would easily allow turtles with a width .of 5.5" or less to escape 
(= roughly 7.5" CL and 3 lbs). Thus, Jensen (2003) trapped only one turtle of 37 under 7.5", and 
Moler (1996) trapped only one o f 92. Using 1" mesh, turtles 7.5" or less comprised 30.4% of the 
total in the present surveys.

Aside from trap rate, evidence o f exploitation can result in differences in weight and length 
covariance. Attum et al. (2002) found that the length-weight relationship of newts differed 
significantly between those from heavily harvested vs. non-harvested ponds, and proposed that the 
lack o f competition with conspecifics enabled an increased weight/length ratio. A similar affect 
was not found in our series of alligator snappers (Fig. 7). Close and Seigel (1997) found that the 
average CL of Trachemys scripta differed significantly between harvested and protected/public 
sites, but we did not find a difference for alligator snapping turtles: mean CL 43.3 vs 43.6 cm for 
low and high harvest, respectively (F = 0.025 at 1, 88 df, p = 0.874). Average adult turtle 
weights and lengths are also relatively uniform between Louisiana and other states (Table 5).
Adult CL was nearly identical between SE Louisiana, NE Louisiana, W Florida, and Arkansas 
turtles (F=0.200, p=0.8967 at 3, 437 df), and was not significantly different between Arkansas 
turtles from harvested vs non-harvested counties (p=0.56). Due to the close relationship between 
CL and weight (Fig. 2; Trauth et al. 1998) it is assumed that weights are also not significantly 
different. Although average sizes of turtles were similar between regions, growth rates might not 
be uniform, and the assumption of a uniform age structure between populations may be invalid 
based on differences in size classes between states (Fig. 9).

The lack o f turtles under 7.5 cm CL in the sample cannot be explained by mesh size because 
over 1000 kinosternids were trapped with the snappers. It is likely that the lure/ambush method 
of feeding in juvenile alligator snappers precludes them from active foraging that would lead them 
into hoop nets (Drummond and Gordon 1979). Difference in percentage o f immature turtles 
>12.5 cm CL between studies indicates differences based on mesh size, as noted above. The low 
percentage of immature turtles in Florida was suggested to signal the presence of more adult 
turtles there due to lack of harvest pressure (P. Moler, pers. comm ), but a low percentage of 
immatures was also trapped in Georgia in heavily harvested sites. In Arkansas, percentage of 
immature turtles was similar between harvested and non-harvested sites (0.45 vs 0.47), as was 
average CL (26.6 vs 26.1 cm). Percentage of males in the present study shifted either way of 
50%, with two extreme cases being significantly different. No explanation is offered for observed 
differences. Sex ratio was reported only by Jensen (2003) and Trauth et al. (1998), who also 
found a 1:1 sex ratio in adults (specifically, 22 males: 22 females, and 19 males: 17 females, 
respectively). Despite a uniformity of mean adult CL between surveys, distribution of actual CL 
between surveys varied (Fig. 9), which is apparently a result o f differences in subadult/adult
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= Arkansas harvest sites (Wagner et al. 1996), FL = Florida (Moler 1996).
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ratios and/or growth rates. The differing ratios create ambivalent conservation implications: low 
subadult percentage might indicate reduced reproductive success, but could alternatively mean an 
unreduced large adult population.

COM M ERCE

Alligator snapping turtles, as with several other turtle species, have historically been a popular 
food item in the South (Carr 1952, Pope 1939). As in the past, ASTs are trapped or hooked 
occasionally by locals as “recreational” take for consumption. They have also been trapped for a 
commercial meat industry that flourished during the 1970s and 1980s in Louisiana (Dobie 1971; 
Pritchard 1989; Sloan and Lovich 1995), but had its origins earlier (Pope 1939). AST numbers 
reported by Pritchard as being slaughtered seasonally in just a few Louisiana operations were 
alarming, as are the numbers of individual ASTs being exported each year. It is these reports that 
continue to create concern over the future of AST populations, which is largely directed at 
Louisiana.

The USFWS Law Enforcement Management Information System (LEMIS) data are available 
from 1989-1997 (Telecky 2001), and I have compiled counts from LEMIS printouts from 1993- 
2000. I began compiling Louisiana amphibian/reptile dealer sales in 1995, and began querying 
turtle farmers in 1996. Records for Arkansas turtle farmers are available for 1999-2001. I 
obtained export data from the single Missouri turtle farmer for 1998-2001.

Legality of Commerce
Federal.-- The AST was considered a Candidate Species for the Endangered Species Act 

during the middle 1990s. It was removed from consideration after a number of State studies 
found satisfactory population levels in their waters. Thus, there is no Federal Law that pertains 
specifically to the AST. Since the 1970s it has been illegal to sell any turtle within the U. S. that 
is under 4" CL, so that all ASTs sold or traded domestically are minimally 2-4 years old. As with 
all wildlife and their parts, ASTs that are exported must be declared on Federal Form 3177, which 
is the basis for the LEMIS data. I am unaware of any Federal Program, aside from those listed in 
the Introduction above, to monitor or propagate ASTs.

By the mid- to late 1990s all range States had terminated commerce in their AST populations 
except as detailed below.

A rkansas— Seven turtle farmers in Arkansas are licensed to possess and export ASTs (K. 
Irwin, pers. comm.). The turtle farmers may not add stock from the wild to their operations.

Louisiana— Take of ASTs was unlimited in Louisiana until August 1993, when regulatory 
measures were enabled to monitor commercial use o f ASTs. All wholesale/retail dealers who 
purchase or sell ASTs must report to the LDWF the sex, weight and origin of each turtle. Also, 
commercial take is limited to turtles over 15" straightline CL. Non-commercial (recreational) 
take is limited to four turtles per day or in possession, with no size restriction.

Turtle Farmers are administered by the Louisiana Department o f Agriculture and Forestry. 
Turtle farmers must be licensed with the LDAP after their premises and equipment have received 
hygienic approval by the State. All hatchling turtles produced on Louisiana farms must be 
Salmonella-free, hence the intensive inspections.' All ASTs produced on Turtle Farms are sold to
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the pet trade as juveniles, and being under 4" CL, must be exported. All ASTs exported from 
Louisiana must be accompanied by a Certificate of Health from the State Veterinarian, and a 
Federal Form 3177.

O klahom a.— ASTs may not be taken, possessed, or sold without special permit from the 
State.

T exas.- ASTs may be sold instate, but they must be documented to have originated from a 
legal source outside of Texas.

Domestic Use
Louisiana has been home to several high-volume turtle meat markets that are presumed to 

have contributed to a depletion of alligator snappers in eastern Louisiana, and to have created a 
sink on populations from Alabama, Mississippi and Arkansas. One operation in Manchac 
butchered at least 7,000 lbs o f ASTs in 1981 (Pritchard 1989), and roughly 12,580 lbs per year 
during the mid-1980s (Sloan and Lovich 1995). However, the operation stopped butchering 
ASTs about 1990 (H. Reno, pers. comm.). Since 1995, only one licensed turtle-meat operation, 
in northern Louisiana, has persisted butchering approximately 50-200 alligator snappers from 
central Louisiana per year (anonymous owner, pers. comm.). Since 1996, twelve Louisiana 
dealers have been selling snapping turtle meat, but most is comprised of common snapper 
(Chelydra serpentina) meat according to supplier reports. Genetic identification of turtle meat 
found alligator snapper meat in only one o f 32 samples from Louisiana and Florida markets 
(Roman and Bowen 2000).

Intensive commercial harvest of turtles in the region around the Manchac operations was 
believed to have resulted in a 95% depletion of alligator snapper populations there based on 
reports from turtle trappers (Pritchard 1989). Cliff Fontenot {in Pritchard, 1989) reported failure 
to trap any snappers during 169 trap-nights at Manchac in 1988, and Platt (1994) stated that they 
were extirpated from the area. However, 39 alligator snappers were trapped in 727 trap-nights in 
the Manchac area in 1997, or 0.054 TTN, which is close to the mean of 0.057 for all of 
southeastern Louisiana. Differences in trap results may be based on greater efficiency of trapping 
in the present study, aided greatly by the years o f experience of Kennedy as a professional trapper.

I agree with Moler (1996) that “anecdotal reports of the status of alligator snapping turtles in 
an area are o f little value.” The belief that snappers have been trapped to depletion in the 
Manchac-Maurepas area proved erroneous. Trauth et al. (1998) and P. Moler (pers. comm.) 
found “relatively large numbers” o f alligator snappers in some streams thought by trappers to 
have been “turtled out.” Similar terminology from Louisiana turtle fishermen is quoted by 
Pritchard (1989), which has been cited by a variety of people and groups to promote a need for 
total protection for alligator snappers (unpublished appeals on file with the USFWS). This is a 
problem of semantics: “turtled-out" typically means “no longer commercially profitable” to a 
turtle trapper, and should not be considered synonymous with extirpation, near-elimination, or 
unrecoverable depletion o f a population. Present survey data indicate that a fisherman in 
southeastern Louisiana using 25 hoop nets could trap an average o f 23.4 lbs (live weight) of legal
sized (>15" CL) alligator snappers per night. At current prices offered for live snappers, this 
would bring a trapper about $22 per night. The same trapping regime would produce, on 
average, 1.4 Chelydra serpentina, 0.9 Psevdemys concinna, 25.2 Trachemys scripta, and 0.9 
Apalone spinifera, which, at current prices for meat.or breeding stock, would bring an additional 
average o f $24.50 per night. The tremendous effort needed to profitably fish alligator snappers
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has resulted in a precipitous decrease in the number of commercial trappers in Louisiana, plus 
closure o f a number of commercial enterprises. Two other factors have contributed to a decrease 
in commercial take of alligator snappers: there is a persistent belief among trappers that the 
species is protected by law, and some catch techniques, such as “noodling” and poling for turtles 
in lentic waters, have not been passed on to younger generations of fishermen.

From 1995-2001 an average of 120 wild-caught ASTs were reported to LDWF as used in 
commerce. I have heard of additional turtles taken and not reported, and the numbers indicate 
that the average total is probably close 150 per year. I receive incidental reports of personal use 
that average perhaps five per year or less. The statewide number taken per year for personal use 
is unknown. Aside from occasional citations issued to non-licensed individuals taking ASTs, 
there have been no illegal operations involving ASTs in Louisiana in recent years (J. Mayne, 
LDWF Enforcement, pers. comm ).

Exports
There was a 68-fold increase in the numbers of alligator snapping turtles exported from 1989 

to 1999 Table 6). The 1997-2000 LEMIS data show that the number o f exporters have decreased 
from 22, 17, 17 to 14, so that the average number of turtles per exporter has been 561, 400,
1152, and an estimated 1157. The trend appears to be one of consolidation, with only seven 
individuals exporting in all four years.

The average price for exported ASTs from 1989 to mid-1994 was $18.38 (Humane Society of 
the U. S. 1994). The average price per turtle during 1997-2000 has decreased from $32.63,
16.46, 9.41, to 7.61. During this period there were no records of export of parts, meat, or “per 
pound” sales, suggesting that all turtles were exported live. This conclusion is supported by the 
lack of any AST meat being shipped from Louisiana during that period.

Hatchling AST exports from Louisiana began to decrease sharply around 2000, when several 
turtle farmers reported that prices had been dropping from about $12 to $5 per turtle, with a 
coincident drop in overseas demand. In 2001 two Louisiana turtle farmers held their hatchlings 
for a year. However, hatchling exports from Arkansas have increased steadily, and in recent years 
appear to be the basis for roughly 90% of all ASTs exported. In 1999, the most recent year with 
complete data, hatchling exports from Louisiana, Arkansas and Missouri accounted for 97% of 
LEMIS-reported exports. Several individuals have reported exporting adult ASTs, primarily for 
zoological displays, but the high price (up to $6000) and minimal demand have made wild-take 
for export insignificant. Based on average export prices, and documentation from turtle farmers, 
nearly all exported ASTs are produced on licensed turtle farms in several states. Demand from 
wild-caught turtles to restock farms is limited to Louisiana and Missouri (which must get its stock 
from Louisiana), and is apparently fewer than ten turtles per year.

CONSERVATION

The State of Louisiana (i.e., the Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries) has been criticized 
for initiating fallible conservation measures, and for failure to halt negative practices for the 
Alligator Snapping Turtle (e g., Reed et al. 2002). The primary concern of critics is continuance 
of commercial and recreational take. Reed et al. state that increasing the annual mortality of less
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Table 6. Commercial use of alligator snapping turtles in Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, and 
LEMIS data, 1989-2001. Numbers in parentheses under LEMIS are numbers listed as “parts.” 
LEMIS data for.1989-1992 are from Telecky (2001).______ ______________________________

LA Meat/Pet LA Turtle Farmers AR MO LEMIS

N Sell Restock Dead Release Sell N N .

1 9 8 9 2 9 0  -

1 9 9 0 - - - - - - - ' 3 8 2  -

1 9 9 1 - - - - - - - 1 7 6 1  -

1 9 9 2 - - - - - - - 2 0 3 9  -

1 9 9 3 -- — - - — - 2 9 5 9  ( 5 1 )

1 9 9 4 - — - - - — - 4 4 7 7  (  6 )

1 9 9 5 6 0 - - - - - • - 5 6 9 6 (  3 )

1 9 9 6 6 2 1 2 5 0 9 -- — — - 1 1 4 3 5  ( 7 6 )

1 9 9 7 1 1 5 1 5 0 0 1 0 - - — - - 1 2 3 3 6  (  0 )

1 9 9 8 5 5 8 6 4 0 — — — 1 3 6 5 6 7 9 8  (  0 )

1 9 9 9 - 1 7 0 0 0 4 4 2 1 6 4 6 8 8 3 6 1 9 5 9 0  (  0 )

2 0 0 0 — — - 0 - 1 9 9 6 1 2 7 4 4 1 6 2 0 2  (  0 ) ;

2 0 0 1 3 0 0 1 7 1 - 0 7 5 2 3 4 4 1 1 5 8 1 ' -

* incomplete entry of 2000 data in LEMIS.

than \%  of adult females will result in long-term declines. The projected population doubling 
time o f over 8500 years for ASTs predicts that there will be no perceptible increase in populations 
(0.6 % in a man’s lifetime). Thus, a resurvey in ten years of all 123 sites of the present survey 
would result in the capture of an additional half turtle. However, such an optimistic result would 
occur only if harvest were curtailed. A resurvey of some of the sites will provide a much-needed 
test ofReed et al. survivorship projections.

Some of the conservation concerns presented by Reed et al. (2002), and others, warrant 
clarification. As with Arkansas, there is no requirement for Louisiana turtle farmers to release 
hatchling ASTs. The effect the farms have on wild populations is negligible because Arkansas 
farmers are unable to replenish their stock from the wild, and Louisiana turtle farmers rarely add 
wild-caught ASTs to their ponds (19 during a four-year period). The marked genetic structuring 
(Roman et al. 1999) mentioned by Reed et al. is very likely impertinent to the turtle farm issue 
because only a single haplotype occurs West of Mobile Bay, and the breeding stock used by 
Louisiana farmers is largely, if not entirely, provincial.

Some former commercial trappers have told me or others that they quit fishing for ASTs for 
conservation purposes. Some individuals (e g., the late Put Cambre) went a step further in 
attempting to study, propagate, and/or restock ASTs. In 2001 a Louisiana turtle farmer donated 
roughly 100 juvenile ASTs to the State of Tennessee for a head-start program. The trend for 
Louisiana appears to be continued reduction in commercial demand, both for wild-caught adults 
and farm-raised hatchlings, as well as an increasing conservation interest among laymen. To date, 
no additional restrictions on take of ASTs are planned by Louisiana. Several proposals from the 
public to halt take of ASTs were based on misinformation presented by televised or written media, 
or on misinterpretation of source of exports.
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R E S E A R C H  N E E D S

Alligator snapping turtles rarely leave the water, and in Louisiana usually occur in deep and/or 
turbid water. I once caught one as it lay in shallow water, and Steve Shively found one in the act 
of nesting, but such observations are very rare. Thus, population studies have been limited to 
trapping, radio telemetry, nest excavation and dissection, with a lack of long term monitory or re
trapping. I recommend that

1) additional radio telemetry studies be conducted in lacustrine and riverine sites;

2) other states, at least Georgia and Florida, re-survey sites using smaller mesh sizes;

3) some or all o f the sites surveyed in southeastern Louisiana be re-trapped within the next several 
years, using identical techniques to those of the present study;

4) design trapping regimes that will test the effects of mesh size, season and hydrology on trap 
rate and perceived population structure;

5) publicize a realistic portrayal of the present status of population levels and commerce of ASTs.

My primary hope is that Kennedy will resurvey at least 15 of the Southeast sites within the next 
two years (7-8 years after initial surveys). Results of re-surveys should provide relatively long 
term data on growth rates and movements, and may detect changes in population structure and 
density.
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APPENDIX I: SUMMARY DATA PER  SITE FO R  ALLIGATOR SNAPPING TURTLES

N  = total; Nad = number of adults (>12" CL), m/f = male/female ratio (percentage o f males of 
total adults); wt = mean weight (lbs); CL = mean carapace length (inches); % J = percentage of 
juveniles; T/N = turtles per trap night.

Site N Nad m/f w tM wtF WtJ CLM CLF C L J % J T/N

Pearl R iver Drainage
Porters River 5 3 0.67 20.5 29 4.0 14.3 16 7.0 0.40 0.05
Holmes Bayou 7 2 0.50 ' 37 26 7.0 17,5 15.5 8.9 0.71 0.06
Pearl R B Canal 1 1 0.00 26 15.5 0.00 0.01
West Pearl River 10 5 0.40 57.5 19.3 5.3 21.0 J 14.3 7.2 0.50 . 0.10
Middle Pearl Rivet- 3 1 1.00 24 4.5 15 6.8 0.67 0.04
East Pearl River 6 3 ■ 0.67 44.0 31 6.0 19.3 16 7.7 0.50 0.05

Tchefuncte River Drainage
Tchefuncte mouth 4 2 0.50 18 38 " 5.0 14 17 7.8 0.50 0.04
Tchefuncte River 22 10 0.50 49:8 28.2 4,9 19.3 15.6 7.2 0.55 0.12
Abita River 26 8 0.38 52.3 23.2 7.0 20.2 14.6 9.0 0.69 0.14

Tangipahoa River Drainage
Tangipahoa River 6 3 0.67 21.5 ' 56 2.3 15.5 21 6.5 0.50 0.06
Bedico Creek 6 3 0.33 47 26.0 4.0 20 15.0 7.5 0.50 0.10

Tickfaw River Drainage
Natalbany R 2 1 0 27 7 16 10 0.50 0.06
Blood R 3 1 0 42 2.5 18.5 6.5 0.67 0.03
Tickfaw R 4 2 0.50 56 32 5.5 17 8.8 0.50 0.02
Ponchatoula Cr 0 0.00
Anderson Div C . 5 2 0.50 44' 26 6.0 19. 16 ' 8.0 0.60 0.08
South Slough 1 0 6 8 1.00 0.01
Hog Branch 5 2 0.50 22 14 5.0 14.5 12 8.0 0.60 0.05
Butler B 4 3 0.67 63.0 36 6 22.0 17 8 0.25 0.05

Amite R iver Drainage
Lake Maurepas 11 7 0.43 66.0 29.8 3.8 20.7 16.8 7.0 0.36 0.03
Grays Creek 1 1 1.00 16 13 0.00 0.01
Amite River 2 1 1.00 24 12 15 11.5 0,50 0.02
Bayou Manchac 0 0.00
Comite River 2 1 1.00 14.3 6 0.50 0.05
Sandy Creek 2 2 0.50 15.1 13.3 0.00 ■0.10

M anchac Pass 
Shell Bank Canal 6 3 0.33 32 18.5 8.0 18 14.7 9.7 0.50 0.10
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Site N Nad m/f wtM w tF WtJ CLM CLF C LJ % J TVN

Middle Bayou 16 7 0.57 44.0 30.7 7.3 18.3 16.7 8.6 0.56 0.10
Ruddock Bayou 1 1 24 15 0.00 0.04
Manchac West 1 1 1.00 57 22 0.00 0.02

Blind River Drainage 
Airline Canal 1 1 38 17.5 0.00 0.03
Alligator Bayou 5 2 0.50 21 37 6.3 14 18 8.7 0.60 0.09

Lake Pontchartrain Southwest
Bayou Labranche- 7 5 0.40 55.0 25.0 5.0 17.5 15.0 8.0 0.29 0.04
Bayou Trepagnier 6 5 0.20 76 24.0 6 23 14.7 8 0.17 0.05
St. Rose Canals 10 8 0.63 54.8 27.0 6.0 18.9 15.3 8.3 0.20 0.13
Bonnet Carre 3 2 0.50 17 . 22 6 13.5 14 8 0.33 0.03

Mississippi River Mouth
Venice Canals 10 8 0.38 66.0 26.8 10.0 22.2 15.0 10.3 0.20 0.07

Atchafalaya Basin: Lake Palourde area
Honey Bayou 3 2 0.50 14 42 6 13 . 18 7.5 0.33 0.04
Big Bull Bayou 1 1 1.00 27 , 15.5 0 0.02
Bayou Penchant ' 0 0.00
Big Horn Bayou 1 0 6 7.5 1.00 0.02
Bay Wallace 1 0 2 5.0 1.00 .0.02
Lake Hackberry 1 1 ' 1.00 16 ' 13,5 0 0.01

Atchafalaya Basin: Lake Verret area
Adams Landing 2 2 0.50 16 14 13.5 12.0 0.00 0.04
Bayou Long 4 2 0.50 41 36 2.5 19.0 17.0 5.8 0.50 0.08
Lower Flat Lake 3 1 0.00 31 8.0 16 9.3 0.67 0.04
Little Lake Long 4 1 0.00 22 4.0 15 7.0 0.75 0.08

Atchafalaya Basin: G rand Lake area
Six Mile Lake 4 1 1.00 21 6.3 14.5 8.2 0.75 0.08
Grand Lake 2. 2 0.50 51 ■ 16 .20.5 13 0 . 0.04
West Grand Lake 0 0.00

Atchafalaya Basin: Bayou Pigeon area
Cross Bayou 1 1 0.00 23 15 0.00 0.02
Bayou Postilion 2 1 1.00 16 12.5 0.00 0.04
Jakes Bayou 3 2 0.50 21 16 4 14.5 12 7.0 0.33 0.06
Bay Crook Chene 0 0.00
Berry Lake Canals 4 1 0.00 27 5.3 15.5 6.5 0.75 . 0.08
Upper Grand River 0 0.00
Upper Flat Lake 1 1 1.00 14 13 0.00 0.01



Site N Nad m/f vvtM wtF WtJ CLM CLF C L J % J T/N

Atchafalaya Basin: W hiskey Bay region
Litt Atchafalaya R 1 1 0.00 31 16 0 0.02
Main River Ch 0 0.00
Little Alabama B 11 6 0.50 43.0 25.7 5.4 18.5 15.2 7.9 0.45 0.18
Big Alabama B 1 1 1.00 14 13 0 0.03

Red River M outhi area
Red River WMA 11 5 0.40 39.5 21.3 4.3 17.8 14.5 6.8 0.55 0.18
Three R WMA 5 4 0.75 33.0 47 11 13.5 20 10.5 0.20 0.08
Raccourci Old R 5 3 0.60 39 32.5 6.0 19 16.3 7.8 0.40 0.07

C atahoula Lake Drainage
Little R (lower) 4 1 0.25 36 12.3 17 8.7 0.75 0.08
Little R (upper) 9 7 0.43 50.0 29.0 5.0 17.5 14.5 7.8 0.22 0.18
Larto Lake 0 0.00
Saline Bayou 4 3 0.75 23.0 35 17.5 13.0 16.5 9.5 0.25 0.09
Tew Lake 3 1 0.67 33 16.5 16 10.8 0.67 0.06
Open Bayou 1 1 1.00 17 14 0.00 ■ 0.02
Camel Slough 4 2 . 0.25 21 26 2.0 14.5 15 5.0 0.50 0.09
Big Saline Bayou 5 2 0.60 26.0 1.0 14.5 5.3 0.60 0.10
Muddy Bayou 10 7 0.29 32.5 36.3 10.0 14.8 15.4 9.5 0.70 0.10
Cross Bayou 4 3 0.50 49.5 18 4 19.8 13 6 0.25 0.08
Catahoula Lake 5 3 0.33 59 31.3 5.3- 19.5 15.3 7.8 0.40 0.05
French Fork 9 6 0.50 40.3 20.7 7.2 15.8 13.1 8.6 0.33 0.18
Diversion Canal 8 6 0.33 56.5 30.2 8.0 18.0 14.6 8.9 0.25 0.16
Saline Lake 10 7 0.43 51.3 35.3 8.3 17.6 15.3 9.2 0.30 0.20

Red River Valley: Rapides area
Bayou Rapides 7 ' 4 0.71 29,0 43 ,3 .0 15.7 20 5.8 0.43 ■ 0.15
Bayou Cocodrie 2 1, 0.50 18 9 15 10 0.50 0.05
Lake Rodemacher 0 0.00
Williams Lake 3 1 0.00 26 . 6.0 15 7.4 0.67 0.08
Tanyard Lake 0 0.00
Big Lake 5 2 0.50 42 16 ■ 1.0 ■ 19 13 4.0 0.60 0.13
Tarkill Lake 0 0.00
Plantation Slough 4 1 1.00 43 1.0 19 4.5 0:75 0.07
Cocodrie Lake 4 2 0.50 16 31 1.0 13.5 16 3.5 0.50 0.08
Indian Creek Res 0 0.00

Saline Bayou Drainage
Black Lake Bayou 6 3 0.83 41.0 18 . 3.0 17.8 13.5 5.5 - 0.50 0.12
Cheechee Bay 5 2 0.60 36 51 4.0 18 21.5 6.0 0.60 0.10
Saline Bayou 4 3 0.50 43.0 16 4 18.8 13 6.5. 0.25 0.08
Black Lake 8 7 0.57 41.3 30.0 10 16.9 14.6 9.3 0.13 ■ 0.08
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Site N Nad m/f wtM wtF WtJ CLM CLF C LJ ' % J T/N

Clear Lake 2 1 0.00 42 11 16.3 9 0.50 0.02
Saline Lake 14 11 0.55 32.6 35,8 4.0 15.9 16.8 6.3 0.21 0.14

Red River Valley: Natchitoches area
Cane River Canal 10 4 0.60 53.0 21.5 3,2 20.8 14.5 6.5 0.60 0.25
Red R at Campti 0 0.00
Smith Island 8 5 ' 0.50 48.0 20.5 2 J 17.7 13.5 6.0 0.38 0.11

Red River Valley: northern area
Wilson Lake 1 I 1.00 14 13 0.00 0.02
Boggy Bayou 6 3 0.67 48.5 26 2.7 19.5 15,5 5:2 0.50 0 J0
Cutoff Lake 0 0.00
Grand Bayou 5 3 0.33 16 45.5 7.0 13 18.8 8.0 0.40 0.10
Crichton Lake 1 1 0.00 31 16 0.00 0.02
Lake Ninock 0 0.00
Coushatta Bayou 11 6 0.50 47.0 26.7 2.2 19.0 15.2 4.7 0.45 0.15
Swan Lake 0 . ’ 0.00
Loggy Bayou 15 9 0.56 41.6 25.3 3.2 20.2 14.8 5.1 0.40 0.20
Long Lake 0 0.00

Bayou Pierre Drainage
Bayou Pierre 4 1 1.00 31 2.0 15.5 5.0 0.75 0.08 '
Wallace Lake 3 2 0:50 54 27 6 21.5 16 7 0.33 0.03
Smithport Lake 1 1 .1.00 14 13 0.00 0.02
Clear Lake 0 0.00
Bayou Lumbra 10 6 0.60 60.0 23 5 4.3 21,0 15.5 7.0 0.40 0.10

Dugdemona River Drainage
Dugdemona R 16 10 0.60 41.5 33.8 6.9 17.5 15.8 7.8 0.38 0.16
Castor Creek 8 6 0.50 42.3 27.7 6.0 16.6 14.5 - 8.3 0.25 0.16

Ouachita R iver Drainage: lower
Wallace Lake 1 1 0.00 37 15.5 0.00 0.02
Sandy Lake 3 3 ' 0.33 46 26.0 16 14.4 0.00 0.06
Bushley Lake 5 3 0.33 61 32.5 8.5 20 14.8 8.8 0.40 0.10
Rawson Creek 5 5 0.60 50.7 24.3 15,7 13.6 0.00 0.10

O uachita River Drainage: middle
Long Lake 3 3 0.33 19 27.8 12 15.L 0.00 0.06
Davis Lake 1 1 0.00 31.5 15,5 0.00 0.02
Riverton Lake 0 0.00
Cypress Lake 2 2 0.50 46.5 21 16 13.5 0.00 0.04
Lafourche Lake 7 4 0 25 16.5 35.2 6.5 12 15.5 6.8 0.43 0.15
Woolen Lake 0 0.00



A P P E N D I X  H: I N D I V I D U A L  A L L I G A T O R  S N A P P I N G  T U R T L E  D A T A

Turtles under.12" CL are considered juveniles (J). No turtles were tagged #10, 11, 26, 30, 350 
399. Tag Numbers followed by “x” were duplicates.

Tag # Date Sex W eight (lbs) CL(inches)

Natalbany River (1996)
1 4/26 J 7 10
4 5/2 F 27 16

Blood River (1996)
2 5/1 J 3 7
3 5/2 J 2 . 6
5 5/6 F 42 „ 18.5

Tickfaw River (1996)
6 5/10 J 4 7.5
7 5/14 M 56 —

8 5/16 F 32 17 .
9 5/17 J 7 9

Lake Maurepas (1996) 
12 7/21 M 48 18.5
13 J ■ 5 8
14 7/22 F - 22 16
15 7/23 J 2 . 6
16 J 2 6
17 7/24 M 92 23.5
18 7/26 F 52 20
19 7/27 F 20 15
20 7/29 " M 58 20
21 J 6 8
22 7/30 F 25 16

Tangipahoa River mouth (1996) 
23 10/26 J 2 6
24 . “ . ' M 19 15.5
25 10/27 F 56 21
27 10/28 J 2 6.5
28 J 3 7
29 10/29. M 24y 15.5 '
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T a g # Date Sex Weight (lbs) CL(iriches)

Shell Bank Canal (1997)
31 3/14 J 8 9
32 F 21 15
33 3/15 J 8 10
34 J 8 10
35 M 32 18
36 3/16' F 16 13.5 -

Anderson Diversion Canal (1997)
37. 3/18 M 44 19
38 3/19 J 6 8
.39 J 6 8
40 J 6 8
41 F 26 16

Middle Bayou (1997)
42 3/22 M 54 20
43 M 43 19
44 F 23 16
45 J 8 9
46 3/23 F 32 . 17
47 J 6 8 .
48 3/24 M 61 20
49 J 8 9
50 J 8 9
51 3/25 F 37 17
52 J 11 10
53 3/26 M 18 14
54 J 6 8
55 J 6 8
56 J 6.5 8
57 J 6 8

South Slough (1997)
58 3/30 J 6 8

Hog Branch (1997)
59 4/4 M 22 14.5
60 4/5 J 6 8.5
61 J 6 8.5
62 F 14 12
63 4/6 J 3 7
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T a g  # Date Sex Weight (lbs) CL(inches)

Ruddock Bayou (1997)
64 4/9 F 24 15

Butler Bayou (1997)
65 4/12 F 36 17
66 4/13 J 6 8
67 “ M 55 22
68 4/14 , M 71 22 -

Grays Creek (1997) 
69 4/18 M 16 13

Abita River (1997)
70 4/23 M 41 18
71 J 8 9.5
72 “ ' J 9 9.5
73 4/24 F 21 14
74 4/24 J 10 11
75 J 1.5 . 5.5
76 4/25 J 6 8.5
77 J 10 11
78 J ' 3 7.5
79 4/26 J 10 11.5 ■
80 J 6 8.5
81 , “ J 4 7.5
82 J 10 11
83 J 4 7.5
84 . 4/27 ‘ F 20 13.5
85 J 11 11.5
86 J 7 8.5

Alligator Bayou (1997)
87 4/29 F 37 18
88 . “ .. J 9 10
89 4/30 M 21 14
90 J 5 8
91 J 5 8

Tchefimcte River, lower (1997)
92 5/3 M 18 14
93 5/4 F 38 17
94 J 4 7 '
95 5/5 J 6 8.5
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T ag# Date Sex W eight (lbs) CL(inches)

Bayou Labranche (1997) '
96 5/8 F 24 15
97 5/9 M ' 14 12
98 F 30 16 .
99 5/11 M 96 23

100 5/12 J 4 7.5
101 F 21 14
102 5/13

Bayou Trepagnier (1997)

J 6 8.5

103 5/17 F . 16 13 .
104 F 16 13.3
105 F 18 13.5
106 5/19 F 46 19
107 5/21 M 76 23
108

St. Rose Canal (1997)

6 8

109 5/24 F 24 15
110 M 51- 20
111 M 21 14 '
112 J 8 9.5
113 5/25 ■ M 16 ' 13
114 M 82 23
115 5/25 F 31 16
116 5/26 J 4 7
117 F 26 15
118

Airline Canal (1997)

M 104 24.5

119 5/30

Venice Canals (1997)

F 38 17.5

120 6/4 F 17 13
121 M 62 22.5
122 6/6 M 84 23
123 F 36 16.5
124 J 12 11
125 6/7 F 24 15
126 “ M 52 21
127 6/9 J 8 9,5
128 F 16 12.5
129 F 41 18
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T a g # Date Sex Weight (lbs) CL(inches)

Bonne Carre Spillway (1997)
130 6/12 M 17 13.5
131 6/14 J 6 8
132 F 22 14

Bayou Manchac (1997)
133 6/18 12 11.5
134 6/19 F 24 15

Manchac West (1997)
135 6/23 M 57 22

Porters River (1997)
136 7/7 M 17 13.5
137 7/8 M 24 15
138 J 4 7
139 J 4 7
140 7/10 F 29 16

Tchefuncte River I (1997)
141 7/12 M 24 .15
142 F 32 16.5
143 M 71 23
144 7/13 J 6 . 8
145 J 3 6.5
146 J 3 6.5
147 M 19 14
148 7/15 F 42 18.5
149 F 18 13.5
150 J 2 5
151 J 2 5
152 7/15 J 2 5
153 7/16 J 12 11.5
154 u M 81 23

Holmes Bayou (1997)
155 7/18 M 37 17.5
156 7/19 J 12 11
157 J 8 9.5
158 7/20 J 4 7.5
159 J 4 7.5
160 tt F 26 15.5
161 7/21 J 7 9
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T a g  # Date Sex Weight (lbs) CL(inches)

Pearl River Barge Canal South (1997)
162 7/26 F 26 15.5

Bedico Creek (1997)
163 7/30 J 6 8.5
164 F 14 12
165 F 38 18
166 7/31 M 47 20
167 ■ 3 7
168 3 7

West Pearl River (1997)
169 .10/8 M 44 19
170 F 16 13
171 10/9 J 4 7
172 J 4.5 7
173 F 19 13.5
174 10/10 M 71 23
175 10/11 J 6 7.5
176 J 6 7
177 J. 6 7.5
178 F 23 16.5

Middle Pearl River (1997)
179 10/16 M 24 15
180 10/17 J 4 6.5
181 J 5 7

East Pearl,River (1997)
182 10/21 J 12 11
183 J 4 7
184 M 52 21.5
185 10/23 F 31 16
186 J 2 5
187 10/24 M 36 17

Tchefuncte .River II (1997)
188 11/14 J 12 11.5
189 J 6 7.5
190 F 31 16
191 J 4 7
192 11/15 M 54 21.5
193 F 18 13.5



T a g  # Date Sex Weight (lbs) CL(inches)

194 11/15 J 4 6.5
195 “ . J 3 6

Abita River (1997)
196 11/28 F 16 13
197 . “ M 74 23.5
198 J 6 7.5
199 F 21 16
200 11/29 J 3 .6.5
201 J 9 9.5
202 J 9 9.5
203 F •38 17.5
204 M 42 . 19

Adams Landing (1998)
205 5 Aug M 16 13.5
206 F 14 12

Bayou Long (1998)
207 8 Aug F 36 17
208 M 41 19
209 J 4 7.5
210 9 Aug J 1 4

Cross Bayou (1998)
211 12 Aug F 23 15

Bayou Postilion (1998)
212 15 Aug M 16 12.5
213 16 Aug J 7 9

Jakes Bayou (1998) 
214 19 Aug F 16 12
215 20 Aug J 4 7
216 M . 21 14,5

Berry Lake Canals (1998)
217 26 Aug J 1 4
218 J 1 4
219 J 14 11.5
220 27 Aug F 27 15.5

Upper Flat Lake (1998)
221 3 Sept M 14 13
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Tag # Date Sex W eight (lbs) CL(inches)

Lower Flat Lake (1998)
222 7 Sept J 4 7
223 F 31 16
224 9 Sept J 12 11.5

Six Mile Lake (1998)
225 12 Sept M 21 14.5
226 J 6 7.5 '
227 13 Sept J 6 7.5
228 J 7 9.5

Grand Lake (1998)
229 15 Sept M 51 20.5
230 F 16 13 .

Little Lake Long ( 1998)
231 21 Sept F 22 15
232 22 Sept J 4 7
233 J 4 7
234 J 4 7

Little Atchafalaya River (1998) 
235 25 Sept F 31 16

Honey Bayou (1998)
236 29 Oct M 14 13
237 30 Oct J 6 7.5
238 F 42 18

Big Bull Bayou (1998) 
239 4 Nov M 27 15.5

Little Alabama Bayou (1998) 
240 11 Nov J 3 7
241 M 14 13
242 F 27 16
243 12 Nov M 47 ' 20
244 J 4 . 7
245 J 4 7
246 J 4 7
247 F 19 13.5
248 13 Nov J 12 11.5
249 F 31 16
250 M 68 22.5
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Tag # Date Sex Weight (lbs) CL(inches)

Big Alabama Bayou (1998) 
251 17 Nov M 14 13

Big Horn Bayou (1999)
23 9x 19 Apr J 6 7.5

Bay Wallace (1999)
240x 24 Apr J 2 5

Lake Hackberry (1999)
241x 26 Apr M 16 13.5

Red River WMA (1999)
242x 9 June F 14 12
243x ■ “ J 6 7.5
244x M 61 21.5
245x J 2 5
246x J 2 5
247x 10 June M 18 14
248x J 9 9.5
249x F 23 16
250x J 4 6.5
251x F 27 15.5
252 J 3 7

Three Rivers WMA (1999) 
253 13 June M 24 15
254 J . 11 10.5
255 F 47 20
256 14 June M 21 14.5
257 M 54 21

Open Bayou (1999)
258 30 Aug M 17 14

Camel Slough (1999)
259 1 Sep J 2 5
260 J . 2 5
261 F 26 15
262 2 Sep M 21 14.5

Big Saline Bayou (1999) 
263 . 5 Sep J 1 5.5-
264 J 1 5.5
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T a g # Date Sex Weight (lbs) CL(i

265 5 Sep J 1 5
266 6 Sep F 16 12
267 F 36 17

Cross Bayou (1999)
268 12 Sep M 44 18.5
269 J 4 6
270 M 55 21
271 13 Sep F 18 13

Bayou Rapides
272 19 Sep M 12 13.5
273 J 7 7
274 F 43 20
275 J 1 5.5
276 J 1 5
277 20 Sep M 14 12.5
278 M 61 21

Bayou Cocodrie (1999)
279 22 Sep M 18 15
280 J 9 10

Cane River Diversion Canal (1999)
281 27 Sep J 2 6.5
282 F 16 14
283 “ F 27 15
284 J 9 10
285 M 44 20
286 J 3 6
287 “ J 3 6
288 28 Sep M 62 21.5
289 J 1 5.5
290 J 1 5

Black Lake Bayou (1999)
291 6 Oct F 18 13.5
292 M 68 22.5
293 J 7 8.5
294 7 Oct J 1 4
295 J 1 4
296 M 14 13



T ag # D ate Sex W eight (lbs) CL(inches)
\

Cheechee Bay (1999)
297 . 12 Oct J 8 7.5
298 F 51 21.5
299 J 2 5.5
300 J 2 5
301 M 36 18

Dugdemona River (1999)
302 15 Oct M 18 14
303 M 71 23.5
304 “ . M 49 20
305 F 36 17.5
306 16 Oct J 6 7.5
307 J 6 7
308 J 6 7
309 17 Oct M 28 15

Saline Bayou (1999)
310 19 Oct M 54 22
311 20 Oct F 16 13
312 " “ J 4 6.5
313 M 32 15.5

Black Lake (1999) 
314 23 Oct M 16 13.5
315 M 83 24

Saline Lake (1999)
316 30 Oct J 4 6.5
317 J 4 6
318 F 38 17.5
319 M 22 —

320 F 16 15
321 31 Oct M 17 13.5
322 J 4 6.5
323 F . 48 20
324 M 53 20.5

Raccourci Island Lake (1999) 
325 3 N ov F 14 12.5
326 J 8 8.5
327 M 39 19
328 4 Nov F 51 20
329 J 4 ' 7 '



/
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Tag # Date Sex Weight (lbs) CL(inches)

Smith Island (1999)
330 9 Nov M 22 14.5
331 M 103 24.5
332 F 14 12
333. J 3 6
334 10 Nov J 2 6
335 J 2 6
336 11 Nov F 27 15
337 " M 19 14

Bayou Lumbra (1999)
338 14 Nov M 38 18.5
339 F 21 16
340 J 6 7
341 15 Nov J 4 7
342 M 82 23.5
343 F 26 15
344 M 63 21
345 16 Nov J 3 7
346 J 12 11
347 M 57 21

Williams Lake (2000)
348 22 Jun J 6 7.5
349 J 6 7.3
400 23 Jun F 26 ■ 15

Big Lake (2000)
401 3 0 Jun J 1 4
402 J 1 4
403 J 1 4
404 M 42 19
405 1 Jul F 16 13

Wilson Lake (2000)
406 16 Aug M 14 13

Boggy Bayou (2000)
407 20 Aug J 6 7.5
408 . M 23 15
409 21 Aug M 74 24
410. ' “ J 1 4
411 J 1 4
412 F 26 15.5



T ag # D ate Sex W eight (lbs) CL(inches)

Grand Bayou (2000)
413 29 Aug M 16 13
414 J 11 10
415 “ . F 39 17
416 30 Aug J 3 6
417 F 52 20.5

Smithport Lake (2000) 
418 2 Sep M 14 13

Bayou Pierre (2000)
419 12 Sep J 2 5
420 J 2 5
421 M  ' 31 15.5
422 13 Sep J 2 5

Wallace Lake (2000)
423 . 22 Sep M 54 21.5
424 F 27 .16
425 23 Sep J 6 7

Plantation Slough (2000)
426 27 Sep J 1 4.5
427 J 1 4.5
428 J 1 4.5
429 M 43 19

Crichton Lake (2000)
405x 2 Oct F 31 16

Coushatta Bayou (2000)
406x 10 Oct F 14 12
407x J 4 7
408x J 4 7
409x F 37 17.5
410x M 54 21.5
41 lx  11 Oct J 1 3
412x J 1 3.5
413x J 1 3
414x F 29 16
415x 12 Oct M 17 13.5
416x M 67 22



Tag # Date Sex Weight (lbs) CL(inches)

Loggy Bayou (2000) 
417x 18 Oct M 16 13
418x F 42 18
419x J 6 7
420x M 27 16
421x J 2 5
422x M 61 22
423x J 8 9
424x 19 Oct F 23 14.5
425x J 1 ' 3
426x J 1 3
427x J 1 3.5
428x M 31 17
429x M 73 23
430 . 20 Oct F 19 13.5
431 F 17 13

Cocodrie Lake (2000) 
432 3 Nov J 1 3.5
433 J 1 3.5
434 M 16 13.5
435 4 Nov F 31 16

French Fork (2000) 
501 6 Apr F 20 13
502 F 22 13.3
503 J 11.5 10
504 7 Apr J 4 7.3
505 J 6 8.5 '
506 M 58 19
507 F 20 13
508 ■ M 16 12
509 M 47 16.5

Muddy Bayou (2000) 
510 9 Apr M 42 16
511 J 15 11.6
512 F 34 15.1
513 F 40.5 16
514 M 23 13.5
515 J 10 9.5
516 10 Apr J 5 7.5
517 F 33 15.3
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Tag # Date Sex Weight (lbs) CL(inches)

518 10 Apr F 42 16
519 F 32 14.6

Diversion Canal (2000) 
520 15 Apr J 6 8.3
521 F 38 15.8
522 F 28 14.5 ■
523 16 Apr M 65 19.5
524 F 16 12
525 F 44 16
526 J 10 9.5
527 M 48 16.5

Saline Lake (2000) 
528 18 Apr M 83 22
529 J - 8 9
530 F 36 15.5
531 “ M 43 16
532 . M 28 14.8
533 F - 47- 16.5
534 19 Apr J 11 10
535 J 6 8.5
536 F 33 15
537 F 25 14

Little River (upper) (2000)
538 21 Apr F 34 15.3
539 F 25 14
540 M 43 16
541 22 Apr M 59 20
542 M 48 16.5
543 F 35 15.3
544 F 22 13.5
545 J 4 7
546 J 6 8.5

Dugdemona River (2000) 
547 23 May F _ 24 14
548 M 63 19
549 M 20 13.3
550 F 31 15.5
551 J 3.5 6
552 J 11 10.5
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Tag # D ate Sex W eight (lbs) CL(inches)

553 24 May F 44 16
554 J 9 9

Castor Creek (2000)
555 30 May F 34 15.5
556 M 44 16.3
557 M 24 14
558 31 May F 19 13
559 F 30 15
560 J 6 8
561 J 6 8.5
562 M 59 19.5

Catahoula Lake
563 20 Jun F 32 15.5
564 J 6.5 8.5
565 2 1 Jun J 4 7
566 M 59 19.5
567 F 30.5 15

Wallace Lake (2000)
568 4 Oct F 37 15.5

Sandy Lake (2000)
569 6 Oct M 46 16
570 F 20 13.5
571 7 Oct F 32 15.3

Bushley Lake (2000)
572 10 Oct F 41 16
573 M 61 - 20
574 11 Oct F 24 - 13.5
575| J 5 7.5-
576' J 12 10

Rosin Creek (2000)
577 13 Oct M 83 22
578 14 Oct F 16.5 12
579 M 49 16.5
580 M 20 13
581 F 32 15.S



Tag # Date Sex Weight (lbs) CL(inches)

Clear Lake (2000)
582 18 Oct F 42 16.3
583 J 11 9

Saline Lake (2000) 
584 20 Oct M 25 14
585 M 63 19.5
586 21 Oct M 15.5 12
587 F 34 15.5
588 F 43 16

Black Lake (2000)
589 24 Oct J 10 9.3
590 M 25 14 .
591 M 41 16
592 F 18 12.8
593 F 43 '16
594 25 Oct F 29 15

Long Lake (2001) 
595 10 Apr M 19 12
596 F 30.5 15.3
597 11 Apr F 25 14.8

Davis Lake (2001) -
598 17 Apr F 31.5 15.5

Cypress Lake (2001)
599 1 May F 21 13.5

M  ■ 46.5 16

Lafourche Lake (2001)
-  8 May J 7 4.5

F 30 15
6 8

9 May M 16.5 12
F 41 16
J 6.5 8
F 34.5 15.5

Little River (lower) (1999) 
17 Oct J 4.5 6

J 18 11
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Tag # Date Sex Weight (lbs) CL(inches)

18 Oct J 14.5 9
F 36 17

Saline Bayou (1999)
23 Oct M 26 14

J 17.5 9-5
_  “ M 20 12

24 Oct F 35 16.5

Tew Lake
26 Oct J 18 11.5
27 Oct F 33 16

J 15 10

Comite River at Waddill Refuge (1998) 
Is 5/21 J 6
2s 6/10 M — 14.3

Sandy Creek (1998)
3s 6/12 F — 13.3
4s 6/16 M 15.1



R E S O L U T I O N

L O U I S I A N A  W I L D L I F E  A N D  FIS H E R I E S  C O M M I S S I O N

WHEREAS, sportfishing provides recreation for more than sixty 
million Americans of all ages, giving families a healthy, 
shared outdoor activity, and

WHEREAS, sportfishing, through the payment of millions of dollars 
annually for licenses, taxes and fees, has provided the 
funding for federal and state programs that contributes 
significantly to the preservation and protection of our 
natural environment, and

WHEREAS, the estimated 970,000 plus sportfishermen in Louisiana 
spend in excess of $703 million annually, and

WHEREAS, Act 301 of the 1987 Louisiana Legislature authorizes the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to declare no 
more than two free recreational fishing days each year, 
and

WHEREAS, Free Fishing Days during National Fishing Week would 
provide an excellent opportunity to introduce additional 
individuals to the wholesome outdoor activity of fishing.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we the undersigned members of 
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission do hereby 
officially declare the week of May 31 - June 6, 2004 as

FISHING WEEK

in the State of Louisiana, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that June 5 & 6, 2004 are hereby declared 
free recreational fishing days, during which residents 
and non-residents may exercise the privileges of a 
licensed recreational fisherman without purchase of any 
otherwise necessary recreational fishing license.



R E S O L U T I O N

L O U I S I A N A  W I L D L I F E  A N D  FIS H E R I E S  C O M M I S S I O N

WHEREAS, sportfishing provides recreation for more than sixty 
million Americans of all ages, giving families a healthy, 
shared outdoor activity, and

WHEREAS, sportfishing, through the payment of millions of dollars 
annually for licenses, taxes and fees, has provided the 
funding for federal and state programs that contributes 
significantly to the preservation and protection of our 
natural environment, and

WHEREAS, the estimated 970,000 plus sportfishermen in Louisiana 
spend in excess of $703 million annually, and

WHEREAS, Act 301 of the 1987 Louisiana Legislature authorizes the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to declare no 
more than two free recreational fishing days each year, 
and

WHEREAS, Free Fishing Days during National Fishing Week would 
provide an excellent opportunity to introduce additional 
individuals to the wholesome outdoor activity of fishing.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we the undersigned members of 
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission do hereby 
officially declare the week of May 31 - June 6, 2004 as'

FISHING WEEK

in the State of Louisiana, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that June 5 & 6, 2004 are hereby declared 
free recreational fishing days, during which residents 
and non-residents may exercise the privileges of a 
licensed recreational fisherman without purchase of any 
otherwise necessary recreational fishing license.

Date: May 6, 2004

Bill A. Busbice, Jr. Wayne Sagrera
Chairman Vice-Chairman

Henry Mouton Terry Denmon

Lee Felterman H . Jerry Stone

Billy Broussard Dwight Landreneau, Secretary



RESOLUTION

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

WHEREAS, sportfishing provides recreation for more than sixty million Americans 
of all ages, giving families a healthy, shared outdoor activity, and

WHEREAS, sportfishing, through the payment of millions of dollars annually for
licenses, taxes and fees, has provided the funding for federal and state programs 
that contributes significantly to the preservation and protection of our natural 
environment, and

WHEREAS, the estimated 970,000 plus sportfishermen in Louisiana spend in excess of $703 
million annually, and

WHEREAS, Act 301 of the 1987 Louisiana Legislature authorizes the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission to declare no more than two free recreational fishing days 
each year, and

WHEREAS, Free Fishing Days during National Fishing Week would provide an excellent 
opportunity to introduce additional individuals to the wholesome outdoor 
activity of fishing.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED, that we the undersigned members of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission do hereby officially declare the week of 
May 31 -  June 06,2004

FISHING WEEK

in the state of Louisiana, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that June 05 & 06, 2004 are hereby declared free recreational 
fishing days, during which residents and non-residents may exercise the 
privileges of a licensed recreational fisherman without purchase of any 
otherwise necessary recreational fishing license.

Date: May 06, 2004

Bill A. Busbice; Jr. Wayne J. Sagrera
Chairman Vice-Chairman

Terry D. Denmon Billy Broussard



RESOLUTION -  FISHING WEEK 
MAY 06,2004

Henry M. Mouton Dr. H. Jerry Stone

Lee Felterman



ENFORCEMENT AVIATION REPORT 
APRIL 2004

185 -  Amph. -  61092 185 -  Amph. -  1322R 210 -  9467Y
Hrs. - 10.0 Hrs. - 9.5 Hrs. - 17.0

Enforcement Hours - 29.9

Other Division - 6.6

Total Plane Use - 36.5



ENFORCEMENT CASE REPORT

APRIL, 2004



REGION 1 MINDEN PARISHES BIENVILLE BOSSIER
CADDO CLAIBORNE 
WEBSTER RED RIVER 
DESOTO

TOTAL CASES 94

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

26 Boating Safety

1 Allow Another To Use Recreational License

37 Angling W/O A License

4 Angling W/O A License -  Non Resident

7 Fishing W/O A Resident Pole License

2 Take Game Fish Illegally

1 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

2 Failure To Maintain Records

5 Caddo Lake (Yo Yo Regulations) x

2 Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA

2 Illegal Possession Of Drugs Or Marijuana

1 Operating A Vessel While Intoxicated

4 Littering

WRITTEN WARNINGS
TOTAL 20 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

6 Boating Safety

1



1 Angling W /O A License

3 Angling W /O A License -  Non Resident

3 Take Illegal Size B lack Bass

9 Not A biding By Rules A nd R egulations O n W MA

COISFISC\TTO*iS________________________________________
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

2 B lack Bass (R eturned  To ater) 1 C ast N et 8 C rapp ie  (R eturned  To W ater) 8 D ead 
C hannel C atfish

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 1
TO TA L D ESC R IPTIO N

27 Boating

2 Com m ercial Fishing

00 Federal M igrato ry

4 L ittering

4 M iscellaneous

57 R ecreational Fishing

00 State H un ting /T rapp ing

20 W ritten  W arnings

2



TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

00 Public Assistance

3



REGION 2: MONROE
f

PARISHES: E. CARROLL, JACKSON, :
LINCOLN, MOREHOUSE, z \
OUACHITA, RICHALND,
UNION, W. CARROLL

TOTAL CASES 70

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

31 Boating

27 Angle W/O A Resident License

1 Operate ATV On Public Road

4 Angle W/O Non-Resident License

1 Obtain License By Fraud

2 Littering

1 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1 Violate Lake D’Arbonne Yo-Yo Regulations
* • - * -  « '»  •     . -ff # ~ »• W v* » * , ,

1 Violate Lake D’Arbonne Trotline Regulations

1 Take Or Possess Game Fish Illegally

WRITTEN WARNINGS: 14
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

4 Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA

4 Expired Boat Registration Certificate

1 Improper Boat Numbers

3 Angle W/O A Resident License

4



1 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1 Violate Lake D’Arbonne Trotline Regulations

CONFISCATIONS:______________________________'
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

50-Yo-Yo’s; 2-Black Bass; 1-Resident Pole License; 1-Rod and Reel; 1-Blue Catfish

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 2:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

31 Boating

-0- Commercial Fishing

-0- Federal Migratory

2 Littering

1 Miscellaneous

36 Recreational Fishing

-0- State Hunting/Trapping

14 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

8 Public Assistance (Assisting Stranded Boaters)

5



REGION 3: ALEXANDRIA PARISHES: AVOYELLES, GRANT,
NATCHITOCHES, 
RAPIDES, SABINE, 
VERNON, WINN

TOTAL CASES 138

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

8 Expired Boat Registration Certificate

20 Fail To Comply With PFD Regulations

1 Improperly Riding On Deck Or Gunwales
• i.

44 Fishing W/O A License

4 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

4 Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

1 Possession Alligator Closed Season

i Take Game Fish Illegally

1 Violate Recreation Gear License Reg.

2 Hunting Turkey Over Bait

1 Hunt From Moving Vehicle

1 Hunt Wild Quads Illegal Hours

4 Hunt Turkey Closed Area

1 Possession Illegal Turkey O/S

2 R/R Operate ATV On Closed Area

1 No Boat Registration Certificate In Possession

6



1 Drive On Non-Designated Road

1 Possession Of CDS IV

8 Simple Possession of Marijuana

4 R/R Failure To Check In

6 R/R Hunt Turkey Closed Area (Lottery Hunt Only)

2 R/R Loaded Gun In Vehicle

1 Possession Of Crack Cocaine

3 Possession Of Drug Paraphernalia

4 Littering

7 Operate ATV On Public Road

2 Public Possession Of Alcoholic Beverage Under 21

i Possession Of Schedule HI Drugs

1 Resisting An Officer

1 Criminal Trespass On State Property

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

2 Expired Boat Registration Certificate

2 Failure To Comply With PFD Regulations

2 Angling W/O A License

1 Failure to Display Decal

7



1 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

CONFISCATIONS:____________________________________
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

Marijuana Cigarettes-20; Bass-5; Alligator-1; Rod And Reels-2; Crack Cocaine-8; 
Wire Net-1; Rifle-1; Turkey-2; Bags of Marijuana-2

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 3:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

30 Boating

55 Fishing

15 Hunting

A... Littering .. . . . .  ............ .

8 Warnings

34 Other

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

2 Stranded Motorists

8



REGION 4: FERRIDAY PARISHES: CALDWELL, CATAHOULA,
CONCORDIA, FRANKLLDN, 
LASALLE, MADISON, TENSAS

TOTAL CASES 61

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

22 Boating Safety Violations

13 Angling W/O Resident License

5 Angling W/O Non-Resident License

4 Fishing W/O Resident Pole License

1 Violate Recreation Gear License

3 Take Game Fish Illegally (Hoop Nets)

2 Taking Over Limit Freshwater Game Fish

1 Take Or Sale Commercial Fish W/O Commercial License

3 Use Lead Nets In Other Than Overflow Regions

1 Possess Live Wild Quadrupeds W/O Permit

5 Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA

1 Littering

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 2 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

1 Angling W/O A Non-Resident License

1 Failure To Comply With PFD Requirements

9



CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

128 Crappie; 5 Bream; 6 Yellow Bass; 1 Deer; 4 Hoop Nets With Leads

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 4:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

22 Boating

1 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

1 Littering

1.......................

31 Recreational Fishing

5 State Hunting/Trapping

2 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

7 Public Assistance

10



REGION 5: LAKE CHARLES PARISHES: BEAUREGARD, CALCASIEU,
EVANGELINE, ALLEN, 
CAMERON, ACADIA, 
VERMILION, JEFF DAVIS

TOTAL CASES 139

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

73 Boating

24 Angling W/O A License

4 Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

3 Take Or Poss. Undersize Black Drum (Rec.)

1 Take Or Poss. Overlimit Black Drum (Rec.)

4 Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealers License (Res.)

2 Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Retail Seafood License

15 Fail To Maintain Records

1 Illegal Poss. Of Wild Quadrupeds Wildbirds Or Parts Thereof

3 Hunting Turkey Over Baited Area

2 Buying Or Selling For Resale Untagged Oysters

1 Poss. Of Untagged/Improperly Tagged Oysters

2 Fail To Maintain Traceable Oyster Records

3 Not Abiding By Rules/Regulations On WMA

1 Littering

11



WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

2 Expired Boat Registration Certificate

1 Improper Boat Numbers

1 Failure To Comply W/PFD Requirements

CONFISCATIONIS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

10 Trip Tickets; 1 Turkey; 1 Horned Owl Chick; 1 Bream RTW; 11 Undersize Black 
Drums RTW; 166 Crabs RTW; 4 Rods; 4 Reels; 1 Beer Can

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 5:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

73 Boating

26 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

1 Littering

3 Wildlife Management Areas

32 Recreational Fishing

4 State Hunting/Trapping

4 Written Warnings

12



TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

4 Public Assistance

13



REGION 6: OPELOUSAS PARISHES: IBERIA, IBERVILLE, 
PT.COUPEE, LAFAYETTE, 
ST. LANDRY, ST. MARTIN,
W.B.R.

TOTAL CASES 286

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

94 Boating

124 Angling W/O License

9 Fish W/O Resident Pole License

8 Fish W/O Non-Resident License

19 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1 Use Illegal Mesh Net

1 Take Commercial Fish W/O Gear License

J ...................... Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial License

1 Possess Live Wild Quadruped W/O Permit

6 Not Abiding By Rules/Regulations On WMA

1 Take/Possess Game Fish Illegally

1 Possession Of Drug Paraphernalia

1 Buy Commercial Fish From Unlicensed Fisherman

1 Violate Sanitary Code (Oysters)

1 Failure To Tag Containerized Oysters

1 Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s License

14



3 Littering

1 Angling W/O Non-Resident License

1 Failure To Abide By Commission Rules/Regulations (Possess Dangerous 
Game)

2 Take/Possess Over Limit Freshwater Gamefish

1 Use Lead Nets In Other Than Overflow Region

1 Illegal Possession Of Marijuana

4 Frog Closed Season

2 Take/Possess Alligator Closed Season

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

40 Boating

45 Angling W/O License

38 Not Abiding By Rules/Regulations On WMA

14 Use WMA W/O License Or Stamp

1 Violate Recreational Gear License Requirements

1 Angling W/O Saltwater License

1 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

2 Fish W/O Resident Pole License

1 Angling W/O Non-Resident License

15



CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

1 Pink Copy of Trip Ticket, 1 Antenna Piece, 7 Rod And Reels, 27 Black Bass, 1 Gill Net, 1 
Bowfin, 2 Catfish, 2 Fox Squirrels, 1 Cage, 61 Crappie, 7 Hoop Nets, 9 Sales Invoices, 1 
Boat, Original Boat Registration Application, Original Boat,Inspection Application, 
Original Bill Of Sale, 2 Black Bear Cubs, 1 Alligator Head, 3 Lead Nets, 1 Bag Of Alleged 
Marijuana, 8 Bullfrogs

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 6:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

94 Boating

9 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

3 Littering
(

14 Miscellaneous

164 Recreational Fishing

2 State Hunting/Trapping

143 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE:
TOTAL —  DESCRIPTION , -

8 Public Assistance

16



REGION 7: BATON ROUGE PARISHES: ASCENSION, E.B. ROUGE,
E. FELICIANA, LIVINGSTON 
ST. HELENA, ST. TAMMANY, 
TANGIPAHOA, WASHINGTON, 
W. FELICIANA

TOTAL CASES
141

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

51 Boating (2-DWI)

41 Angling Without Basic Fishing License

1 Angling Without Non-Resident License

1 Angling Without Non-Resident Saltwater License

1 Possess Undersize Red Drum

1 Take Commercial Fish Without Commercial License

1 Take Commercial Fish Without Commercial Gear License

1 Buy Fish Without Wholesale/Resale Dealers License

1 Failure To Maintain Records

4 Failure To Report Commercial Fishery Data

3 Violate Tchefuncte River Closure

2 Hunt Without Basic Resident License

2 Hunt Without Basic Resident License

5 Hunt Without Turkey License (Stamp)

1 Hunt With Unplugged Gun

17



5 Hunt Turkeys Over Bait

1 Hunt Turkey With Rifle

1 Violate Rules And Regulations Of W.M.A.

1 Hunt From A Moving Vehicle

1 Hunt In A State Park

1 Trespass In A State Park

1 Possess Weapons In A State Park

1 Hunt Deer Illegal Hours

3 Take Deer Closed Season

2 Take Deer From Public Road

2 Possession of Illegally Taken Deer Closed Season

3 Sell Deer Meat

1 Aggravated Assault Of A Peace Officer With A Firearm

1 Resisting An Officer

1 Littering

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL

6
DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

4 Boating

2 Angling Without Resident License

18



CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

1-Shotgun
1- Rifle
2- Turkey Decoys
1-Carrying Case With Turkey Calls

3- Redfish-Donated 
3-Deer-Donated

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 7:
TOTAL

147
DESCRIPTION

51 Boating

8 Commercial Fishing

- 0 - Federal Migratory

1 Littering

5 , - Miscellaneous.

47 Recreational Fishing

29 State Hunting/Trapping

6 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE:
TOTAL

17
DESCRIPTION

Public Assistance 
7-Assist Boater 
10-Assist Motorists

19



REGION 8: NEW ORLEANS PARISHES: PLAQUEMINE, ST. BERNARD,
ORLEANS, JEFFERSON,
ST. CHARLES

TOTAL CASES 281

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

56 Boating

99 Angling W/O A License

16 Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

15 Angling W/O Saltwater License

2 Angling W/O Saltwater License Non-Resident

3 Take or Possess Game Fish Illegally

2 Take/Possess O/L Red Drum (On Water)

3 Possess O/L of Red Drum In Excess of 27” (Recreational)

10 Take Or Possess Undersized Red Drum (Recreational)

3 Take Or Possess Undersized Spotted Sea Trout (Recreational)

7 Take Or Possess Undersized Black Drum (Recreational)

1 Commission Rules And Regulations Red Snapper (Recreational)

1 Commission Rules And Regulations (Misc.) Amberjack (Recreational)

1 Take Or Possess O/L Black Drum (Recreational)

1 Fail To Comply with Charter Boat Regulations

2 Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession

20



4 Take Or Sell Commercial Fish W/O Commercial License

4 Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

4 Use Saltwater Net Illegally

2 Take/Possess Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License

3 Possess Over 20% Undersize Crabs

5 Use Skimmers In Closed Season

3 Failure To Have Written Permission

15 Unlawfully Take Oysters From State Water Bottoms

5 Unlawfully Take Oysters Off A Private Lease

2 Failure To Display Proper Number On Vessel
•

1 Possession Of Untagged/Improperly Tagged Oysters

1 Harvest Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License

1 Violate Sanitation Code(Refrigeration)

1 Buying And/Or Selling Wild Quadrupeds

3 Littering

2 Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

2 Operating A Vessel While Intoxicated(DWI)

1 Misrepresentation During Issuance Of Misdemeanor Summons

21



WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 24 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

8 Boating

3 Angling W/O A License

4 Take Or Possess Undersized Red Drum (Recreational)

4 Take Or Possess Undersized Black Drum (Recreational)

2 Failure To Display Proper Number Oh Vessel

3 Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations Oh WMA

CONFISCATIONS:________________ ____________________
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

Returned To Water...... Oyster Sacks(252).. .Bass(l).. .Bream(l).. .Trailer(l)
Donated.....Spotted Seatrout(37)...BlueGrabs(200XbsO.-.Gar(7).<.Red Drum(25)________
Catfish(l)...Black Drum(7)...Raccoon(l)......Hardware Confiscated.. .Oyster Dredges(2)
Vessel(l)...Rod And Reel(2)...Pliers, Wrenches(l Set)..,Saw(l)...Sharpening Stone(l) 
Lrfe"JacEets^4)...Flatblmt(iy:..OWtbdard*Mdfdr(l)..;Extitiguistier(l);v:Fdlding*Cliair(l) 
Spotlight(l)...Flare Gun Kit(l)...Cane Knife(l)

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 8:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

56 Boating

52 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

3 Littering

7 Miscellaneous

162 Recreational Fishing
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1 State Hunting/Trapping

24 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

9 Public Assistance
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REGION 9: SCHRIEVER PARISHES: ASSUMPTION, ST. JAMES,
ST. JOHN, ST. MARY, 
TERREBONNE, LAFOURCHE, 
JEFFERSON-GRAND ISLE,

._______________  LOWER ST. MARTIN
TOTAL CASES 431

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

187 Boating

101 Angling Without A License

3 Fish Without Resident Pole License

4 Violate Recreational Gear License Requirement

12 Angling Without A Resident License

33 Angling Without Saltwater License

7 Angling Without Non-Resident Saltwater License

4 Take Over Limit Of Red Drum (On Water)

5 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

12 Take Undersized Red Drum (Recreational)

8 Take Undersized Black Drum (Recreational)

r
Possession Of Red Dr um In EEZ

1 Take Over Limit Black Drum (Recreational)

3 Take Commercial Fish Without Commercial License

1 Take Commercial Fish Without Commercial Crab Trap Gear License

24



1 Take Commercial Fish Without Commercial Crawfish Trap Gear 
License

2 Take Commercial Fish Without Vessel License

1 Sell Fish Without Resident Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s License

1 Buy Fish Without Resident Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s License

1 Sell Fish Without Retail Seafood License

4 Fail To Maintain Records

1 Use Crab Traps Without Required Markings

1 Allow Unlicensed Fisherman To Use Vessel License

1 Take Oysters Without Oyster Harvester License

7 Use Skimmers In Closed Season

4 Failure To Have Written Permission

3 Unlawfully Take Oysters From State Water Bottoms

3 Take Oysters From Unapproved Area (Polluted)

3 Unlawfully Take Oysters Off A Private Lease

2 Violate Sanitary Code (Log Book)'

4 Frogging Closed Season

3 Littering

1 DWI (Boat)

5 Possession of Alcohol By Person Under 21 Years Of Age

2 5



1 Possession Of Illegal Drugs

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 77 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

63 Boating

7 Angling Without A License

6 Angling Without Saltwater License

1 Take Undersized Red Drum (Recreational)

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

637 Lbs. Shrimp Sold @ $667, 325 Lbs. Crabs, 11 Sacks Crawfish, 83 Sacks Oysters,
4 Catfish, 48 Red Drum, 16 Black Bass, 29 Black Drum, 250 Lbs. Cocahoe Minnows,
6 Skimmer Nets, 12 Rods And Reels, 3 Boats And Motors, 6 Oyster Dredges, 2 Crab Traps, 
16 Cans Beer, 1 Bag Of Green Leafy Substance With Marijuana Paraphernalia, 3 Pages 
From Oyster Harvester Log Books, 1 Written Commercial Receipt, 2 Commercial Licenses

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 9:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

187 Boating

39 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

3 Littering

7 Miscellaneous

191 Recreational Fishing
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4 State Hunting/Trapping

77 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

5 Public Assistance
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OYSTER STRIKE FORCE COASTAL WATERS

TOTAL CASES 57

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

1 Take Or Possess Commercial Fish Without A Commercial License

1 Take Or Possess Commercial Fish Without A Commercial Gear License

5 Failure To Have Written Permission

6 Unlawfully Take Oysters From State Water Bottoms

3 Take Oysters From An Unapproved Area

4 Unlawfully Take Oysters From A Private Lease

2 Harvest Oysters Without An Oyster Harvester License

9 Angling Without A Basic License

Angiing-Withput A Basic License Non-Residents ________

3 Angling Without A Saltwater License

6 Take Or Possess Undersized Red Drum

6 Take Or Possess Undersized Black Drum

1 Take Or Possess Over Limit Black Drum

3 Expired Boat Registration Certificate

5 Failure To Comply With PFD Requirement

1 No Fire Extinguisher

28



WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

1 Failure To Display Proper Number On Vessel

1 Take Or Possess Undersized Black Drum

2 Violate Commission Rules And Regulations

1 Fail To Display Valid Certificate Decal

1 Expired Boat Registration Certificate

3 Improper Boat Numbers

1 No Sound Producing Device

1 No Fire Extinguisher

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

' • —- — ...... - •

467 Sacks Of Oysters

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR OSF:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

9 Boating

22 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory
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0 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

26 Recreational Fishing

0 State Hunting/Trapping

9 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

o Public Assistance

'  ;*

3 0



SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS UNIT STATEWIDE

TOTAL CASES 55

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

13 Boating

2 Buy/Sell Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail License

1 Fail To Report Commercial Fishery Data

11 Angling W/O A License

10 Angling W/O A Saltwater License

1 Violation Of Sanitary Code (Oysters)

1 Failure To Tag Containerized Oysters

3 Angling W/O A License (Non-Resident)

"2........................
Angling W/O A Saltwater License (Non-Resident)

8 Fail To Maintain Records

1 Buy/Sell Fish W/O Retail License

1 Sell And/Or Purchase Game Fish

i Violate Interstate Commerce Regulations (State Lacey Act)

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

0

31



CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

3 Rod And Reels; % Gallon Shucked Oysters-Destroyed, Unfit For Consumption; 94 Lbs. 
Of Gar-Donated; 372 Lbs. Of Crappie; 68 Lbs. Of Collarbone Catfish; 171 Lbs. Of Catfish 
Fillets; 85 Lbs. Of Buffalo Ribs; 148 %,Lbs. Of Buffalo Stbaks .

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR SIU:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

13 Boating

16 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

0 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

26 Recreational Fishing

0 State Hunting/Trapping

0 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE:
----- TOTAL - ............... ..............  DESCRIPTION................. - ----

0 Public Assistance
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S.W.E.P. COASTAL WATERS

TOTAL CASES 15

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

4 Boating

1 Violate Commission Rules And Regulations-Poss. Shark C/S Rec.

6 Use Skimmers In Closed Season

1 Take Undersize Red Drum

1 Take Undersize Black Drum
i

1 Possess Untagged Oysters

1 Violate Sanitation Code (Refrigeration )

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

0

CONFISCATIONS: ______________________________
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

6-Skimmer Nets; 1-Black Tip Shark; 120-Lbs. Of Shrimp; 2-Red Drum; 1-Black Drum: 
31-Sacks Of Oysters

3 3



TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR SWEP:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

c
4 Boating

11 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

0 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

0 Recreational Fishing 1

0 State Hunting/Trapping

0 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Public Assistance

**Note:

147 Boats Checked 44 Hours Ran



REFUGE PATROL MARSH ISLAND, ROCKEFELLER,
STATE WILDLIFE

TOTAL CASES
14

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

3 Angle Without A Basic Fishing License

1 Angle Without A Saltwater License

1 No Boat Numbers

1 Operate An Unregistered Motorboat

1 Expired Boat Registration Certificate

1 Failure To Comply With PFD Requirements

1 Improper Or No Fire Extinguisher

2 Take Or Possess Undersize Black Drum(Recreational)

1 Take Or Possess Over Limit Of Black Drum(Recreational)

1 Not Abide By Rules And Regulations On WMA

1 Use Crab Traps Without Required Markings

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

3 Improper Or No Fire Extinguisher.

1 Violate Recreational Gear License Requirements.

1 Failure To Display Valid Certificate Decal.

3 5



CONFISCATIONS:________________________________ ' '
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

lOrBlack Drum, 13-Crab Traps

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REFUGE PATROL:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

' ' 5 . Boating V ' _ . . . . A - .

1 Commercial Fishing:

0 Federal Migratory

0 Littering

1 Miscellaneous ^

7 Recreational Fishing

0 State Hunting/Trapping

5 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE:
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

8
Public Assistance 1-Motorist With Flat Tire, 1-Motorist Dead Battery, 
6-Located Stranded Boaters And Towed To Safe Harbor

3 6



TOTAL CASES: 1,641

WRITTEN WARNINGS: 298

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE: 60



R E S O L U T IO N

PRIVATE CAMPS ON WILDLIFE M ANAGEMENT AREAS AND REFUGES

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

MAY 6, 2004

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the Louisiana Department o f  W ildlife and Fisheries owns and/or manages 
approximately 1.5 million acres as Wildlife M anagement Areas and Refuges, under 
the jurisdiction o f the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, for the purpose 
o f protecting wild birds, animals, and their habitats, while promoting hunting, fishing 
and other outdoor recreational activities for the public, and,

it has been a long-standing policy o f  the Commission to not permit private camps, 
or dwellings on the Department’s Wildlife M anagement Areas and Refuges, and,

over 255 private camps, houses, and/or house boats have been removed from the 
Department’s WMA and refuges in the past, and,

it is the desire o f  the Commission to reaffirm this long-standing policy and to oppose 
any land transfer that would allow private camps to remain on such property, as the 
Commission believes such action is not in the best interest o f  the citizens o f  the state 
and interferes with the public’s use o f  the Wildlife M anagement Areas and Refuges, 
now,

BE IT RESOLVED, the Commission reaffirms the long-standing policy o f not 
allowing private camps on Wildlife Management Areas and Refuges and is opposed 
to any land transfer that would allow private camps to remain on such property.

LA Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

LA Department o f  Wildlife & 
Fisheries



R E S O L U T IO N

PRIVATE CAMPS ON WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS AND REFUGES

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

M AY 6, 2004

WHEREAS, the Louisiana D epartm ent o f  W ildlife and Fisheries owns and/or manages 
approximately 1.5 million acres as W ildlife M anagement Areas and Refuges, under 
the jurisdiction o f  the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, for the purpose 
o f  protecting wild birds, animals, and their habitats, while promoting hunting, fishing 
and other outdoor recreational activities for the public, and.

WHEREAS, it has been a long-standing policy o f the Commission to not permit private camps, 
or dwellings on the Department’s Wildlife M anagement Areas and Refuges, and,

WHEREAS, over 255 private camps, houses, and/or house boats have been removed from the 
Department’s W MA and refuges in the past, and,

WHEREAS, it is the desire o f  the Commission to reaffirm this long-standing policy and to oppose 
any land transfer that would allow private camps to remain on such property, as the 
Commission believes such action is not in the best interest o f  the citizens o f the state 
and interferes with the public’s use o f  the W ildlife M anagement Areas and Refuges, 
now,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Commission reaffirms the long-standing policy o f not 
allowing private camps on Wildlife M anagement Areas and Refuges and is opposed 
to any land transfer that would allow private camps to remain on such property.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman 
LA Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

Dwight Landreneau, Secretary 
LA Department o f  Wildlife & 
Fisheries
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HLS 04-527 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2004

HOUSE BILL NO. 267

BY REPRESENTATIVE FAUCHEUX

PUBLIC LANDS/STATE: Authorizes the exchange of certain state property in St. John the 
Baptist Parish between the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the St. John the 
Baptist Parish Council

AN ACT

To authorize and provide for the exchange o f certain state property situated in St. John the 

Baptist Parish between the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the St. John the 

Baptist Parish Council; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature o f Louisiana:

Section 1. The commissioner of administration, notwithstanding any other provision 

of law to the contrary, is hereby authorized and empowered to exchange, excluding mineral 

rights, the two-acre site within the Maurepas Wildlife Management Area whereon six camps 

are situated for property of equal value owned by the St. John the Baptist Parish Council.

Section 2. The commissioner o f administration, on behalf o f the state o f Louisiana, 

is hereby authorized to enter into such agreements, covenants, conditions, and stipulations 

and to execute such documents as are necessary to properly effectuate any exchange, 

excluding mineral rights, to the property described in Section 1 herein, and as more 

specifically described in any such agreements entered into and documents executed by and 

between the commissioner of administration and the St. John the Baptist Parish Council.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not 

signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature 

by the governor, as provided by Article 111, Section 18 o f the Constitution of Louisiana. If 

vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become 

effective on the day following such approval.

Page 1 o f2



HLS 04-527 ORIGINAL 
H.B. NO. 267

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part 
o f the legislative instrument.

Faucheux HB No. 267

Authorizes the exchange of certain state property situated in St. John the Baptist Parish 
between the Dept, o f Wildlife and Fisheries and the St. John the Baptist Parish Council. 
Provides for the reservation of mineral rights to the state.

Effective upon signature o f governor or lapse o f time for gubernatorial action.

Page 2 o f 2



R E S O L U T IO N
L O U IS IA N A  W IL D L IF E  A N D  F IS H E R IE S  C O M M IS S IO N

L O U IS IA N A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F W IL D L IF E  A N D  F IS H E R IE S

May 6,2004

WHEREAS, the Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries previously determined that J.P.
& Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. were jointly  responsible 
for dredging approximately 150,000 cubic yards o f  fill sand and fill 
material from the M ississippi River in Jefferson Parish, Louisiana during 
the period o f approximately July 18 -  September 24, 2003, with the 
material being deposited into pits owned by Kass Brothers, Inc.

WHEREAS, this dredging was done without a permit from the Department as is
required by Chapter 12 o f  Title 56 o f the Louisiana Revised Statutes, 
particularly La. R.S. 56:2011.

WHEREAS, after the dredging was completed, J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. submitted
a permit application along with a check in the amount o f  $29,968.84, 
which represents the royalties due for the dredging.

WHEREAS, during the December 4, 2003 meeting, the Commission, pursuant to La.
R.S. 56:2012, assessed a penalty in the amount o f $1,000.00 per day 
jointly  against J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. for 
each day that dredging occurred without a permit.

WHEREAS, the Department, pursuant to the December 2003 Resolution, referred the
claim to the Division o f Administrative Law, where the claim was filed as 
In  the  M a tte r  o f  J.P . &  S o n s D red g in g , Docket No. 2004-199I-W F andfrj 
the  M a tte r  o f  K a ss  B ro thers, In c ., Docket No. 2004-1992-WF.

WHEREAS, J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. have offered 
$20,000 in payment to settle the outstanding penalty assessment.

WHEREAS, the Department, after weighing the risks o f litigation with the benefits o f
the offer, believes this amount represents a fair and appropriate settlement 
and recommends that the Commission accept the settlement offer.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Commission hereby accepts the offer by J.P. &
Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. o f $20,000 in settlement of 
the outstanding penalty assessed by the Commission at the December 
2003 meeting and directs the secretary to take all action as necessary to
f i n a 1 l ' ? A  t l l f s  c i a t t l f i m c k n t



R E S O L U T IO N

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION- 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

December 4, 2003

the Department o f W ildlife and Fisheries has determined that J.P. & Sons Dredging, 
L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. were jointly responsible for dredging approximately 
150,000 cubic yards o f  fill sand and fill material from the M ississippi River in 
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana during the period o f approximately July 18 -  August 30, 
2003, with the material being deposited into pits owned by Kass Brothers, Inc.

this dredging was done without a permit from the Department as is required by 
Chapter 12 o f  Title 56 o f the Louisiana Revised Statutes, particularly La. R.S. 
56:2011.

after the dredging was completed, J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. submitted a permit 
application along with a check in the amount o f  $29,968.84, which represents the 
royalties due for the dredging.

prior dredging activity engaged in by J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. which occurred 
before the above described Ju ly -  August dredging resulted in J.P. & Sons Dredging, 
L.L.C. dredging more than was allowed under their perm it and dredging at times 
without obtaining a permit from the Department, and resulted in the Department and 
Commission pursuing collection o f  the underpaid royalty along with interest and 
penalties for this previous activity.

pursuant to La. R.S. 56:2012, the Commission has the authority to assess a civil 
penalty not to exceed $1000 per day for each day a violation occurs and may assess 
damages in an amount not to exceed the fair market value o f  the dredged fill sand or 
fill material.

based upon the above, the staff o f the Department believes that a penalty o f 
$ 1,000.00 per day for each day that dredging occurred without a permit is appropriate 
under the circumstances.

the Department requests that the Commission assess a penalty o f $1,000.00 per day 
jointly against J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. for dredging the 
fill material without a permit.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Commission hereby assesses a penalty in the amount o f 
$1,000.00 per day jointly against J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, 
Inc. for each day that the dredging occurred without a permit and that the Department



is hereby authorized to take all other action as necessary, including filing o f suit 
against J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. for collection o f this 
assessed penalty, as well as all other remedies prescribed by law.

Terry D. Denmon, Chairman 
La. W ildlife and Fisheries Commission

Jam esiLJgnK m s, Jr., Secretary 
La. Dept, o f W ildlife and Fisheries



R E S O L U T IO N
L O U IS IA N A  W IL D L IF E  A N D  F IS H E R IE S  C O M M IS S IO N

L O U IS IA N A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F W IL D L IF E  A N D  F IS H E R IE S

May 6, 2004

WHEREAS, the Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries previously determined that J.P.
& Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. were jointly  responsible 
for dredging approximately 150,000 cubic yards o f fill sand and fill 
material from the Mississippi River in Jefferson Parish, Louisiana during 
the period o f  approximately July 18 -  September 24, 2003, with the 
material being deposited into pits owned by Kass Brothers, Inc.

WHEREAS, this dredging was done without a permit from the Department as is 
required by Chapter 12 o f Title 56 o f the Louisiana Revised Statutes, 
particularly La. R.S. 56:2011.

WHEREAS, after the dredging was completed, J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. submitted 
a permit application along with a check in the amount o f  $29,968.84, 
which represents the royalties due for the dredging.

WHEREAS, during the December 4, 2003 meeting, the Commission, pursuant to La.
R.S. 56:2012, assessed a penalty in the amount o f  $1,000.00 per day 
jointly against J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. for - 
each day that dredging occurred without a permit.

WHEREAS, the Department, pursuant to the December 2003 Resolution, referred the 
claim to the Division o f Administrative Law, where the claim was filed as 
In  the  M a tte r  o f  J .P . &  S o n s D red g in g , Docket No. 2004-1991-W F and In  
the M a tte r  o f  K a ss B rothers, In c ., Docket No. 2004-1992-WF.

WHEREAS, J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. have offered 
$20,000 in payment to settle the outstanding penalty assessment.

WHEREAS, the Department, after weighing the risks o f litigation with the benefits o f 
the offer, believes this amount represents a fair and appropriate settlement 
and recommends that the Commission accept the settlement offer.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Commission hereby accepts the offer by J.P. &
Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. o f  $20,000 in settlement o f 
the outstanding penalty assessed by the Commission at the December 
2003 meeting and directs the secretary to take all action as necessary to 
finalize the settlement.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

D w ig h t L andreneau, Secretary
La. D ep t, o f  W ild life  and F isheries



R E S O L U T IO N

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

December 4, 2003

the Department o f W ildlife and Fisheries has determined that J.P. & Sons Dredging, 
L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. were jointly  responsible for dredging approximately 
150,000 cubic yards o f fill sand and fill material from the M ississippi River in 
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana during the period o f  approximately July 18 -  August 30, 
2003, with the material being deposited into pits owned by Kass Brothers, Inc.

this dredging was done w ithout a perm it from the Department as is required by 
Chapter 12 o f  Title 56 o f  the Louisiana Revised Statutes, particularly La. R.S. 
56:2011.

r
after the dredging was completed, J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. submitted a permit 
application along with a check in the amount o f  $29,968.84, which represents the 
royalties due for the dredging.

prior dredging activity engaged in by J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. which occurred 
before the above described July -  August dredging resulted in J.P. & Sons Dredging, 
L.L.C.. dredging more than was allowed under their perm it and dredging at times 
without obtaining a permit from the Department, and resulted in the Department and 
Commission pursuing collection o f the underpaid royalty along with interest and 
penalties for this previous activity.

pursuant to La. R.S. 56:2012, the Commission has the authority to assess a civil 
penalty not to exceed $1000 per day for each day a violation occurs and may assess 
damages in an amount not to exceed the fair market value o f  the dredged fill sand or 
fill material.

based upon the above, the staff o f  the Department believes that a penalty o f 
$ 1,000.00 per day for each day that dredging occurred without a permit is appropriate 
under the circumstances.

the Department requests that the Commission assess a penalty o f  $ 1,000.00 per day 
jointly against J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. for dredging the 
fill material without a permit.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Commission hereby assesses a penalty in the amount of 
$1,000.00 per day jointly against J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, 
Inc. for each day that the dredging occurred without a permit and that the Department



is hereby authorized to take all other action as necessary, including filing o f  suit 
against J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. for collection o f this 
assessed penalty, as well as all other remedies prescribed by law.

Terry D. Denmon, Chairman 
La. W ildlife and Fisheries Commission

Jam esiU en K m s, Jr., Secretary 
La. Dept, o f  W ildlife and Fisheries



R E S O L U T IO N
L O U IS IA N A  W IL D L IF E  A N D  F IS H E R IE S  C O M M IS S IO N

L O U IS IA N A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F W IL D L IF E  A N D  F IS H E R IE S

May 6, 2004

WHEREAS, the Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries previously determined that J.P.
& Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. were jo in tly  responsible 
for dredging approximately 150,000 cubic yards o f fill sand and fill 
material from the Mississippi River in Jefferson Parish, Louisiana during 
the period o f  approximately July 18 -  September 24, 2003, with the 
material being deposited into pits owned by Kass Brothers, Inc.

WHEREAS, this dredging was done without a permit from the Department as is 
required by Chapter 12 o f  Title 56 o f the Louisiana Revised Statutes, 
particularly La. R.S. 56:2011.

WHEREAS, after the dredging was completed, J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. submitted 
a permit application along with a check in the amount o f $29,968.84, 
which represents the royalties due for the dredging.

WHEREAS, during the December 4, 2003 meeting, the Commission, pursuant to La.
R.S. 56:2012, assessed a penalty in the amount o f  $1,000.00 per day 
jointly against J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. for 
each day that dredging occurred without a permit.

WHEREAS, the Department, pursuant to the December 2003 Resolution, referred the 
claim to the Division o f  Administrative Law, where the claim was filed as 
In  the  M a tte r  o f  J.P . & S o n s D red g in g , Docket No. 2004-1991-W F and In  
the M a tte r  o f  K a ss  B rothers, In c ., Docket No. 2004-1992-WF.

WHEREAS, J.P. & Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. have offered 
$20,000 in payment to settle the outstanding penalty assessment.

WHEREAS, the Department, after weighing the risks o f litigation with the benefits o f 
the offer, believes this amount represents a fair and appropriate settlement 
and recommends that the Commission accept the settlement offer.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Commission hereby accepts the offer by J.P. &
Sons Dredging, L.L.C. and Kass Brothers, Inc. o f  $20,000 in settlement o f 
the outstanding penalty assessed by the Commission at the December 
2003 meeting and directs the secretary to take all action as necessary to 
finalize the settlement.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

D w ig h t L andreneau, Secretary
La. D ep t, o f  W ild life  and F isheries
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SCHEDULE FOR FINAL RULES TO BE PUBLISHED IN STATE REGISTER

JUNE-04 RULE - Public Oyster Seed Ground Addition -
Lake Borgne

RULE - Spotted Seatrout Management Measures

JULY-04 RULE - 2004-05 Hunting Season Dates

RULE - General & WMA Hunting Rules & 
Regulations

RULE - Sharks and Sawfishes - Harvest 
Regulations

AUG-04 RULE - Cypress and Black Bayou Reservoirs
Netting Prohibition

RULE - Spanish Lake State Game and Fishing 
Preserve

RULE - Nuisance Wildlife Control Operator 
Program

SEPT-04



V
MONTHLY CIVIL RESTITUTION REPORT

PERIOD NO. CASES AMOUNT CREDIT FOR NO. CASES AMOUNT DISCOUNTS PERCENT PERCENT
ASSESSED ASSESSED SALE GOODS PAID PAID TAKEN DOLLARS PAID CASES PAID

FISCAL YEAR 1993-94
July, 1993 25 $21,039.00 ($9,778.00) 29 $4,855.00 $2,545.00
Aug., 1993 53 $44,922.00 ($1,137.00) 41 $7,950.00 $3,603.00
Sept., 1993 42 $137,635.00 ($17,938.00) 35 $6,783.00 $3,048.00
Oct., 1993 49 $21,471.00 ($11,282.00) 40 $3,285.00 $1,519.00
Nov., 1993 57 $31,207.00 ($13,260.00) 32 $3,053.00 $2,845.00
Dec., 1993 53 $13,777.00 27 $6,507.00 $6,713.00
Jan., 1994 . 38 $18,918.00 32 $4,423.00 $2,831.00
Feb., 1994 68 $38,131.00 ($8,238.00) 46 $9,124.00 $5,993.00
Mar., 1994 38 $22,739.00 ($2,482.00) 51 •'$10,854.00 $6,796.00
April, 1994 14 $44,732.00 ($1,404.00) 27 $7,307.00 $4,632.00
May, 1994 10 $4,504.00 ($165.00) 7 $5,447.00 $3,808.00
J u n e ,1994 29 $26,167.00 ($2,986.00) 12 $1,886.00 $1,214.00

Total F Y 1994 476 $425,242.00 ($68,670,00) 379 $71,474.00 $45,547.00 27.5% 79.6%

FISCAL YEAR 1994-95
July, 1994 17 $2,127.00 ($335.00) 23 $2,101.00 $1,437.00
Aug., 1994 41 $96,403.00 ($3,035.00) 20 $1,010.00 $605.00
Sept., 1994 34 $14,614.00 ($14,002.00) 26 $2,596.00 $2,342.00
Oct., 1994 94 $17,426.00 ($8,677.00) 38 $2,922.00 $3,179.00
Nov., 1994 43 $103,592.00 45 $3,992.00 $2,803.00
Dec., 1994 68 $31,400.00 35 $4,315.00 $2,329.00
Jan., 1995 55 $27,601.00 52 $7,493.00 $4,921.00
Feb., 1995 70 $61,119.00 41 $6,472.00 $3,973.00
Mar., 1995 31 $25,072.00 44 $8,315.00 $4,737.00
Apr., 1995 13 $15,353.00 16 $3,565.00 $1,538.00
May., 1995 23 $11,632.00 16 $4,315.00 $654.00
June 1995 45 $31,008.00 18 $2,630.00 $1,025.00

Total FY 1995 534 $437,347.00 ($26,049.00) 374 $49,726.00 $29,543.00 18.1% 70.0%

FICAL YEAR 1995-96
July, 1995 0 $0.00
Aug., 1995 46 $17,425.00 27 $9,028.00 $1,729.00
Sept., 1995 1 $125.00 21 $3,093.00 $2,049.00
Oct., 1995 122 $206,244.00 29 $2,720.00 $1,161.00
Nov., 1995 55 $23,124.00 62 $10,151.00 $6,383.00
Dec., 1995 50 $18,607.26 32 $4,780.66 $2,802.76
Jan., 1996 49 $13,814.88 ($15,296.45) 36 $5,296.51 $3,472.89
Feb., 1996 50 $14,716.97 38 $5,777.53 $3,416.91
Mar., 1996 33 $24,936.91 36 $6,035.12 $3,421.75
Apr., 1996 30 $11,006.66 36 $7,173.12 $2,711.54
May., 1996 23 $7,989.34 24 $3,941.69 $2,020.29
June 1996 50 $22,151.31 16 $2,790.02 $1,182.23

Total FY 1996 509 $360,141.33 ($15,296.45) 357 $60,786.65 $30,350.37 25.3% 70.1%

FISCAL YEAR 1996-97
July, 1996 40 $71,894.13 32 $5,249.93 $2,947’96
Aug., 1996 32 $5,362.64 32 $6,254.59 $3,783.69
Sept., 1996 41 $7,210.00 29 $2,259.96 $1,326.58
O ct, 1996 29 $11,092.53 25 $3,697.89 $2,261.98
Nov., 1996 20 $10,009.10 22 $1,624.63 $698.02
Dec., 1996 13 $238,466.04 22 $5,877.18 $2,121.53
Jan., 1997 27 $11,755.22 17 $4,393.30 $2,377.09
Feb., 1997 47 $18,520.87 42 $8,579.84 $5,552.63
Mar., 1997 26 $13,434.02 27 $4,999.59 $2,757.67
Apr., 1997 10 $2,908.87 15 $2,322.88 $1,298.66
May., 1997 20 $11,682.70 15 $5,198.91 $1,399.21
June 1997 5 $8,036.58 10 $2,335.24 $765.34

Total FY 1997 310 $410,372.70 $0.00 288 $52,793.94 $27,290.36 19.5% 92.9%

FICAL YEAR 1 9 9 7 -9 8
July, 1997 10 $2,811.71 8 $1,584.67 $823.11
Aug., 1997 14 $8,741.30 8 $1,496.49 $779.14
Sept., 1997 29 $19,926.37 12 $2,051.78 $1,278.04
Oct., 1997 12 $4,716.81 23 $3,184.83 $2,063.89
Nov., 1997 23 $54,965.34 ' 10 $2,424.86 $1,218.28
Dec., 1997 25 $36,881.09 15 $4,376.97 $2,775.66
Jan., 1998 42 $30,025.81 17 $5,300.40 $3,533.66
Feb., 1998 37 $31,164.95 29 $22,961.69 $8,501.18
Mar., 1998 9 $13,273.45 32 $9,406.56 $4,371.53



Apr., 1998 10 $5,628.21 10 $2,602.62 $1,279.77
May., 1998 0 $225.00 8 $2,885.02 $950.46
June 1998 5 $2,414.03 6 $1,041.54 $98.00

Total FY 1998 216 $210,774.07 $0.00 178 $59,317.43 $27,672.72 41.3%

FICAL YEAR 19 9 8 -9 9
July, 1998 9 $1,390.43 8 $1,964.20 $716.75
Aug., 1998 10 $2,240.70 10 $1,048.28 $372.47
S e p t, 1998 8 $2,768.96 11 $2,000.36 $1,148.23
Oct., 1998 22 $28,704.85 14 $1,860.17 $807.48
Nov., 1998 19 $9,137.79 11 $1,765.97 $1,092.43
Dec., 1998 23 $11,959.10 27 $4,441.02 $2,040.71
Jan., 1999 41 $21,179.55 18 $6,621.63 $3,838.22
Feb., 1999 45 $26,236.24 41 $12,119.09 $6,923.61
Mar., 1999 15 $7,549.57 33 $8,281.77 $4,138.44
Apr., 1999 9 $8,013.54 14 $3,035.82 . $1,388.41
May., 1999 5 $5,161.23 5 $905.50 $405.00
June 1999 7 $3,719.01 13 $3,011.06 $533.83

Total FY 1999 213 $128,060.97 $0.00 205 $47,054.87 $23,405.58 55.0%

FISCAL YEAR 1999-2000
July, 1999 5 $1,556.38 9 $2,287.53 $1,198.81
Aug., 1999 10 $2,510.83 15 $2,455.38 $513.73
S e p t, 1999 6 $2,032.19 $5,324.80 28 $3,563.06 $475.93
Oct., 1999 11 $4,452.31 $567.75 25 $2,775.48 $557.41
Nov., 1999 14 $8,634.64 26 $3,250.96 $1,322.96
Dec., 1999 24 $15,891.96 19 $3,862.76 $2,126.27
Jan., 2000 49 $27,872.14 28 $7,952.94 $3,814.02
Feb., 2000 21 $11,039.59 30. $10,159.24 $6,216.42
Mar., 2000 19 $9,873.21 31 $6,709.07 $3,555.40
Apr., 2000 12 $7,897.70 17 $2,932.41 $1,512.54
May, 2000 7 $5,039.46 $293.60 20 $7,062.23 $3,164.00
June, 2000 16 $14,566.88 18 $5,766.59 $1,852.12

Total FY 2000 194 $111,367.29 $6,186.15 266 $58,777.65 $26,309.61 76%

FISCAL YEAR 2000-01
July, 2000 2 $865.01 14 $1,948.03 $154.01
Aug.,2000 20 $15,837.60 17 $3,302.27 $1,063.92
S e p t,2000 12 $3,562.26 23 $8,718.21 $1,351.41
Oct.,2000 18 $122,696.24 29 $7,457.98 $490.16
Nov.2000 13 $15,851.30 22 $4,038.50 $309.30
Dec., 2000 40 $30,234.92 24 $7,189.98 $462.13
Jan., 2001 28 $15,923.38 25 $7,611.66 $833.60
Feb., 2001 35 $20,181.39 30 $18,568.12 $1,917.82
Mar., 2001 8 $5,956.83 37 $15,724.02 $753.86
Apr.,2001 20 $24,145.82 22 $4,856.39 $225.93
May 2001 4 $1,677.36 20 $3,700.77 $313.58
June 2001 3 $932.20 31 $8,433.81 $346.90

Total FY 2001 203 $257,864.31 $0.00 294 $91,549.74 $8,222.62 39%

FISCAL YEAR 2001-02
July, 2001 4 $4,290.29 25 $6,328.36 $293.54
Aug., 2001 6 $9,452.69 18 $2,984.52
Sept.. 2001 0 $175.00 25 $4,157.32 $66.29
Oct., 2001 15 $6,439.06 18 $3,174.66 $67.32
Nov., 2001 15 $5,913.63 24 $3,932.41 $194.66
Dec., 2001 36 $21,868.88 20 $5,384.19 $502.17
Jan., 2002 56 $27,650.44 38 $11,100.99 $1,008.09
Feb., 2002 27 $14,211.31 $620.55 . 37 $20,017.87 $861.63
Mar., 2002 8 $6,765.68 36 $10,061.89 $419.16
Apr., 2002 20 $11,296.19 19 $2,196.02 $49.33
May, 2002 3 $30,852.57 $11,887.80 27 . $8,265.67 $538.72
J u n e .2002 3 $8,636.08 23 $3,418.15 $87.91

Total FY 2002 193 $147,551.82 $12,508.35 310 $81,022.05 $4,088.82 58%

FISCAL YEAR 2002-03
July, 2002 8 $6,915.26 20 $3,308.14 $111.90
Aug., 2002 12 $11,943.66 24 $4,010.98 $47.33
Sept., 2002 6 $1,944.83 19 $4,624.36 $85.25
O ct, 2002 24 $12,167.99 25 $7,131.20 $442.95
Nov., 2002 21 $11,013.41 27 $8,688.51 $624.99
Dec., 2002 32 $15,763.99 23 $7,660.18 $689.95

82.4%

96.2%

137%

145%

161%



Ja n .,2003 58 $32,391.55 22 $7,149.09 $562.34
Feb.,2003 33 $18,426.48 40 $13,988.00 $1,122.57
Mar., 2003 13 $3,668.17 28 $9,342.76 $643.57
Apr., 2003 16 $5,661.77 23 $3,004.29 $269.02
May, 2003 11 $5,801.24 20 $5,252.90 $293.69
J u n e ,2003 11 $6,700.71 24 $6,907.49 $224.85

Total FY 2003 245 $132,399.06 $0.00 $295.00 $81,067.90 $5,118.41 65% 120%

FISCAL YEAR 2003-04 
July. 2003 7 $1,742.90 17 $3,502.99 $30.27
Aug., 2003 13 $5,254.98 16 $3,131.76 $126.78
Sept., 2003 13 $15,161.55 17 $3,797.61 $285.74
Oct., 2003 14 $14,153.21 24 $6,084.13 $188.45
Nov., 2003 17 $7,594.12 18 $4,500.13 $245.00
Dec., 2003 45 • $22,244.61 23 . $8,965.74 $702.59
Jan., 2004 32 $17,609.03 22 $7,016.24 $685.11
Feb., 2004 19 $10,856.76 38 $14,262.81 $1,133.21
Mar., 2004 17 $14,927.35 32 $11,840.30 $647.13
Apr., 2004 
May, 2004 
J u n e ,2004

15 $7,481.48 19 $4,666.57 $284.61



ENF_521U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE:
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT DATE:

CURRENT MONTH 
04/01/2004 TO 04/30/2004

# CASES AMOUNT

ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED 15 $7,206.48

HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 11 $275.00
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION 0 $0.00

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =

RESTITUTION ASSESSED 15 $7,481.48

PAYMENTS 14 $3,356.40
PAYMENTS AFTER PAST DUE NOTICE 0 $0.00
PAYMENTS AFTER REVOKED NOTICE 3 $554.54
PAYMENTS FROM COLLECTION EFFORT 2 $580.63
PAYMENTS FROM HRG COST ASSESSED 6 $175.00
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS 7 $284.61
OVERPAYMENTS 1 ' $259.28
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 0 $0.00
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 0 $0.00
REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD. 0 $0.00
RETURNED CHECKS 0 $0.00
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS

DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

REASSESSMENTS
DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

WRITE-OFFS 1 $0.12
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 0 $0.00
ADJUDICATION ADJUSTMENTS 3 $0.54
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE 1 $524.54
DISMISSED BY D.A. 0 $0.00
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 0 $0.00
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 1 $741.71

F O O T N O T E :

1
05/03/2004

F O R F E I T  OF  C O N F I S C A T E D  COMMODS 0 $0.00



ENF 521U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE :
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT DATE:

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE
07/01/2003 TO 04/30/2004

# CASES AMOUNT

ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED 192 $114,925.99

HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 84 $2,100.00
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION 0 $0.00

===========
RESTITUTION ASSESSED 192 $117,025.99

PAYMENTS 163 $61,189.22
PAYMENTS AFTER PAST DUE NOTICE 0 $0.00
PAYMENTS AFTER REVOKED NOTICE 10 $2,464.35
PAYMENTS FROM COLLECTION EFFORT 10 $3,340.41
PAYMENTS FROM HRG COST ASSESSED 30 $775.00
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS 99 $4,218.26
OVERPAYMENTS 14 $263.94
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 9 $1,044.56
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 0 $0.00
REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD. 0 $0.00
RETURNED CHECKS 0 $0.00
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS

DEBITS- 0 $0.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

REASSESSMENTS
DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 3 $2,083.83

WRITE-OFFS 3 $274.98
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 2 $2,922.61
ADJUDICATION ADJUSTMENTS 8 $1.45
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE 3 $1,573.62
DISMISSED BY D .A . 0 $0.00
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 0 $0.00
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 1 $2,118.40

F O O T N O T E :

05/03/2004
2

FO R F E I T  OF  C O N F I S C A T E D  COMMODS 1 $1,066.50



E N F _ 5 2 1 U  L O U I S I A N A  D E P A R T M E N T  OF  W I L D L I F E  A N D  F I S H E R I E S  PAGE:
C I V I L  R E S T I T U T I O N  A C T I V I T Y  R E P O R T  DATE:

I N C E P T I O N  TO  DATE
04/30/2004

# CASES AMOUNT

ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED 4,827 $3,348,538.59

HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 460 $12,050.00
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 331 $269,865.45
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION 138 $58,209.82

RESTITUTION ASSESSED 4,827 $3,148,932.96

PAYMENTS 3,288 $753,496.71
PAYMENTS AFTER PAST DUE NOTICE 33 $8,624.04
PAYMENTS AFTER REVOKED NOTICE 88 $34,048.17
PAYMENTS FROM COLLECTION EFFORT 37 $26,786.63
PAYMENTS FROM HRG COST ASSESSED 227 $5,900.00
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS 2,293 $265,730.54
OVERPAYMENTS 142 $359.15
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 73 - $12,882.42
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 17 $44,255.65
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 5 $6,780.54
REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD. 8 $45,896.70
RETURNED CHECKS 1 $61.75
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS

DEBITS 3 $55.00
CREDITS 13 $10.22

REASSESSMENTS
DEBITS 21 $6,881.15
CREDITS 67 $39,145.73

WRITE-OFFS 1,059 $1,480,797.23
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 9 $4,717.56
ADJUDICATION ADJUSTMENTS 39 $21,076.03
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE 94 $170,629.91
DISMISSED BY D.A. 1 $2,134.47
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 2 $559.32
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 1 $524.54
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 1 $8,156.58

** TOTAL OUTSTANDING 295 $355,256.34

F O O T N O T E :

3
05/03/2004

FO R F E I T  OF C O N F I S C A T E D  COMMODS 39 $108,008.20



E N F  5 2 1U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT

PAGE: 4
DATE: 05/03/2004

AGING OF SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODITIES

VIOLATION DATE UNKNOWN 0 $0.00
1 - 30 DAYS 1 $327.60

31 - 60 DAYS 4 $750.85
61 - 90 DAYS 7 $2,861.90
91 -■ 120 DAYS 2 $2,029.45

121 - 150 DAYS 1 $7,443.90
151 - 180 DAYS 4 $8,430.35
181 - 365 DAYS 58 $38,077.89
OVER ONE YEAR 59 $71,095.94
OVER TWO YEARS 101 $85,141.63
OVER THREE YEARS 992 $696,134.72

TOTAL AGING 1,229 $912,294.23

AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES

COLLECTIONS WITH AGENCY:
CAN NOT BE INVOICED 0 $0.00
CURRENT 13 $5,601.48

1 - 30 DAYS 11 $13,830.01
31 - 90 DAYS 19 $11,294.36
91 - 180 DAYS 21 $14,022.66

181 - 365 DAYS 22 $22,197.26
OVER ONE YEAR 117 $115,074.03

COLLECTIONS WITH PRIVATE 
1 - 90 DAYS

COLLECTIONS FIRM: 
0 $0.00

91 - 180 DAYS 0 $0.00
181 - 365 DAYS 0 $0.00
OVER ONE YEAR 86 $84,176.90

AMOUNT UNDER PROTEST:
1 - 180 DAYS 0 $0.00

181 - 365 DAYS 0 $0.00
OVER ONE YEAR 6 $89,059.64

** TOTAL AGING 295 $355,256.34



E N F _ 5 2 5 U  L O U I S I A N A  D E P A R T M E N T  OF W I L D L I F E  A N D  F I S H E R I E S  PAGE: 1
CLASS I A C T I V I T Y  R E P O R T  DATE: 05/03/2004

CURRENT M O N T H
0 4 / 0 1 / 2 0 0 4 - 0 4 / 3 0 / 2 0 0 4

FINES

# CASES 

986

AMOUNT 

$56,570.00
HEARING COSTS

DEBITS 932 $24,350.00
CREDITS 0 $100.00-

LATE CHARGES
DEBITS 22 $167.50
CREDITS 0 $0.00

TOTAL DUE $80,987.50
= =  =  =  = = = =3=:^ = =  =  =

PAID IN FULL 450 $27,084.50-
PARTIAL PAYMENTS 16 $901.50-
ATTORNEY GENERAL COLLECTIONS 0 $0.00
ATTORNEY GENERAL FEES 0 $0.00
DEPT OF REVENUE COLLECTIONS 47 $2,560.63-
DEPT OF REVENUE FEES 42 $172.00-
WRITE-OFFS 2 $1.50-
OVERPAYMENTS 2 $59.50
REFUNDS 6 $318.50
RETURNED CHECKS 0 $0.00
MISC CHANGES

DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

ADJUSTMENTS TO VIOLATION
DEBITS 1 $50.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

VOIDS 49 $2,500.00-
NOT GUILTY 65 $3,300.00-
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 12 $650.00-
DISMISSED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00
GUILTY/FINE WAIVED 0 $0.00
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 0 $0.00



ENF___525U L O U I S I A N A  D E P A R T M E N T  OF W I L D L I F E  A N D  F I S H E R I E S  PAGE: 2
CLASS I A C T I V I T Y  R E P O R T  DATE: 05/03/2004

F I S C A L  Y E A R  TO  DATE
0 7 / 0 1 / 2 0 0 3 - 0 4 / 3 0 / 2 0 0 4

# CASES AMOUNT

FINES 6,267 $362,515.00
HEARING COSTS

DEBITS 4,136 $111,057.50
CREDITS 13 $700.00-

LATE CHARGES
DEBITS 1,099 $9,163.25
CREDITS 0 $0.00

TOTAL DUE $482,035.75

PAID IN FULL 5,318 $327,195.27-
PARTIAL PAYMENTS 155 $8,835.00-
ATTORNEY GENERAL COLLECTIONS 0 $0.00
ATTORNEY GENERAL FEES 0 $0.00
DEPT OF REVENUE COLLECTIONS 323 $19,584.53-
DEPT OF REVENUE FEES 283 $1,156.00-
WRITE-OFFS 34 $18.00-
OVERPAYMENTS 14 $165.52
REFUNDS 62 $2,466.00
RETURNED CHECKS 5 $300.00
MISC CHANGES

DEBITS 5 $100.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

ADJUSTMENTS TO VIOLATION
DEBITS 11 $650.00
CREDITS 4 $200.00-

VOIDS 129 $6,900.00-
NOT GUILTY 91 $4,700.00-
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 33 $2,000.00-
DISMISSED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00
GUILTY/FINE WAIVED 1 $50.00-
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 0 $0.00



E N F  525U PAGE: 3
DATE: 05/03/2004

L O U I S I A N A  D E P A R T M E N T  OF W I L D L I F E  A N D  FISHERIES
CLASS I A C T I V I T Y  R E P O R T

I N C E P T I O N  TO  DATE
04/30/2004

# CASES AMOUNT
FINES 113,664 $5,864,312.07
HEARING COSTS

DEBITS 32,088 $812,545.30
CREDITS 14 $11,516.00-

LATE CHARGES
DEBITS 1,787 $14,437.75
CREDITS 0 $0.00

TOTAL DUE $6,679,779.12

PAID IN FULL 69,235 $3,725,197.76-
PARTIAL PAYMENTS 1,771 $83,803.75-
ATTORNEY GENERAL COLLECTIONS 14 $690.00-
ATTORNEY GENERAL FEES 33 $345.00-
DEPT OF REVENUE COLLECTIONS 349 $21,252.53-
DEPT OF REVENUE FEES 309 $1,260.00-
WRITE-OFFS 11,986 $697,220.50-
OVERPAYMENTS 196 $4,346.80
REFUNDS 407 $18,013.81
RETURNED CHECKS 78 $4,125.00
MISC CHANGES

DEBITS 75 $1,215.00
CREDITS 170 $141.88-

ADJUSTMENTS TO VIOLATION
DEBITS 255 $15,000.00
CREDITS 45 $2,600.00-

VOIDS 5,755 $290,000.00-
NOT GUILTY 1,301 $66,200.00-
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 251 $13,250.00-
DISMISSED BY ENFORCEMENT 13 $ 650.00 -
GUILTY/FINE WAIVED 158 $7,950.00-
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 0 $0.00

TOTAL OUTSTANDING $1,811,918.31



ENF_525U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE:
CLASS I ACTIVITY REPORT DATE:

AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES FROM CITATION DATE

COLLECTIONS WITH AGENCY:
CURRENT 626 $35,705.00
1 - 30 DAYS 598 $3 5,605.00

31 - 90 DAYS 358 $23,550.00
91 - 180 DAYS 397 ■ $30,575.00

181 - 365 DAYS 1,912 $156,997.50
OVER ONE YEAR 18,728 $1,353,527.84

COLLECTIONS WITH DEPT OF 
1 - 90 DAYS

REVENUE:
0 $0.00

91 - 180 DAYS 0 $0.00
181 - 365 DAYS 0 $0.00
OVER ONE YEAR 2,252 $175,732.97

AMOUNT UNDER PROTEST:
1 - 180 DAYS 0 $0.00

181 - 365 DAYS 0 $0.00
OVER ONE YEAR 3 $225.00

** TOTAL AGING 24,874 $1,811,918.31

AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES FROM HEARING DATE

PREHEARING 1,506 $88,615.00
0 - 90 DAYS 629 $46,320.00

91 - 180 DAYS 312 $26,590.00
181 - 270 DAYS 945 $78,617.50
271 - 365 DAYS 1,084 $89,937.50
OVER ONE YEAR 20,398 $1,481,838.31

24,874 $1,811,918.31

4
05/03/2004

** TOTAL AGING



D w ight Landreneau 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

Kathleen Babineaux Blanco 
Governor

2004-124 5/04/04

REVISED AGENDA ANNOUNCED FOR MAY 6 L.W.F.C. MEETING

A revised agenda has been announced for the May 6 meeting o f the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission. The meeting will be held at 10 a.m. in the Louisiana Room of the LDWF 
Headquarters Building in Baton Rouge. The updated agenda is as follows:

1. Roll Call
2. Approval o f Minutes o f  April 1, 2004
3. Commission Special Announcements
4. Presentation from Great Lodge on Point o f Sale System
5. Resolution and Declaration o f Emergency - Setting the 2004 Spring Shrimp Season and 
Announcement o f Vermilion Bay Crab Trap Closure Dates
6. Discussion o f Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington Regarding Aquaculture
7. Notice o f Intent - Suspension o f Collection o f  Portion o f A lligator Tag Fee
8. Public Comments - 2004-05 Hunting Seasons & General & W MA Hunting Rules & 
Regulations
9. Discussion o f  Mandatory Deer and Turkey Harvest Record System
10. Discussion o f D eer M anagement Assistance Program (DMAP) Rules and Regulations
11. Notice o f Intent - Nuisance Control Operator Permit Rules and Regulations
12. Discussion & Notice o f  Intent - Moratorium on Taking o f  A lligator Snapping Turtles
13. National Fishing Week Resolution
14. Academic Achievement Recognition o f Sr. Agent Wesley Walker
15. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/April
16. House Bill 267, Maurepas Swamp W MA Resolution
17. Notice o f Intent - Amend By-Laws
18. Discussion o f  and Action on Offer in Settlement o f Assessed Penalty in In the M atter o f 
J.P. & Sons Dredging. Div. o f Ad. Law, Docket No. 2004-1991 -WF and In the M atter o f Kass 
Brothers. Inc.. Div. o f  Ad. Law, Docket No. 2004-1992-WF [Executive Session pursuant to R.S. 
42 :6 .1(A)(2)].
19. Set September 2004 M eeting Date
20. Public Comments

An Equal Opportunity Employer



21. Adjournment

EDITORS: For more information, contact Thomas Gresham at 225/765-2923 
(gresham_tp@wlf.state.la. us).

mailto:gresham_tp@wlf.state.la


May 4 2004

NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED

AMENDED AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING
The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by 

the Commission for 10 00 A M  on Thursday, Mav 6, 2004 at the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Building 2000 Quail Drive Baton Rouge LA

1 Roll Call
2 Approval of Minutes of April 1 2004
3 Commission Special Announcements
4 Presentation from Great Lodge on Point of Sale System
5 Resolution and Declaration of Emergency Setting the

2004 Spring Shrimp Season and Announcement of Vermilion Bay Crab 
Trap Closure Dates

6 Discussion of Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington 
Regarding Aquaculture

I Notice of Intent - Suspension of Collection of Portion of 
Alligator Tag Fee

8 Public Comments 2004 05 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA 
Hunting Rules & Regulations

9 Discussion of Mandatory Deer and Turkey Harvest Record 
System

10 Discussion of Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) 
Rules and Regulations

II Notice of Intent Nuisance Control Operator Permit Rules 
and Regulations

12 Discussion & Notice of Intent Moratorium on Taking of 
Alligator Snapping Turtles

13 National Fishing Week Resolution
14 Academic Achievement Recognition of Sr Agent Wesley 

Walker
15 Enforcement & Aviation Reports/April
16 House Bill 267 Maurepas Swamp WMA Resolution
17 Notice of Intent Amend By-Laws
18 Discussion of and action on offer in settlement of 

assessed penalty in In the Matter of J P & Sons Dredging Div of 
Ad Law Docket No 2004-1991 WF and In the Matter of Kass 
Brothers, Inc Div of Ad Law Docket No 2004 1992 WF [Executive 
Session pursuant to R S 42 6 1(A)(2)]

19 Set September 2004 Meeting Date
20 Public Comments
21 Ad]ournment



Hawkins-Falcon, Susan

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

From: Whitrock, Frederick 
Tuesday, May 04, 2004 10:42 AM 
Hawkins-Falcon, Susan 
Puckett, Don 
Agenda Item

17. In the M atter of J.P. & Sons Dredging. Div. of Ad. Law, Docket No. 2004-1991-WF and In the M atter of Kass Brothers, 
Inc.. Div. of Ad. Law, Docket No. 2004-1992-WF. Discussion of and action on offer in settlement of assessed penalty. This matter 
will be discussed in executive session pursuant to R.S. 42:6.1(A)(2).

Frederick C. Whitrock, Attorney
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
phone (225) 765-2971
facsimile (225) 763-3530
wh itrock_fc@ wlf. state .la.us

i



Hawkins-Falcon, Susan

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Foote, Karen
Monday, May 03, 2004 1:21 PM 
Hawkins-Falcon, Susan 
Roussel, John E; Bourgeois, Martin
Agenda- Suggested addition to our item to highlight that we will be announcing the trap 
closure dates too

If you find yourself amending the Commission agenda, we suggest inserting the additional 
language to our item:

Resolution and Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 2004 Spring Shrimp Season, and 
Announcement of Vermilion Bay Crab Trap Closure Dates - Marty Bourgeois

Thanks.

1



April 30, 2004 
NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED:
AMENDED AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by 
the Commission for 10:00 A M. on Thursday, Mav 6. 2004, at the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of April 1, 2004

3. Commission Special Announcements

ŷ-4"! Resolution and Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 
2004 Spring Shrimp Season

Notice of Intent - Suspension of Collection of Portion of 
Alligator Tag Fee

Walker
Academic Achievement Recognition of Sr. Agent Wesley

Y \ Enforcement & Aviation Reports/April

@  Public Comments - 2004-05 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA
Hunting Rules & Regulations

feLd. National Fishing Week Resolution

l( Notice of Intent - Nuisance Control Operator Permit Rules
and Regulations

hSf. Discussion of Mandatory Deer and Turkey Harvest Record 
ite 
ID

. Discussion of Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington 
Sgarding aquaculture

1^. Notice of Intent - Amend By-Laws

f£. House Bill 267, Maurepas Swamp WMA Resolution

Presentation from Great Lodge on Point of Sale System
(1#6. Set September 2004 Meeting Date 

1^. Public Comments 

1^ . Adj ournment



Apt—29-04 12:OlP P . O l

TO: Susan Hawkins 
Don Puckett 

Dwight Landreneau

FROM: Henry Mouton

SUBJECT: May LDWF Commission Meeting Agenda

Susan, Don and Dwight,

I spoke to Bill Busbice late Wednesday and he agrees that we need 
to add the following Items to the Agenda:

1. A Resolution Opposing the Aquaculture Bill by Sen. \<
Ellington, I saw where this Bill passed the Full Senate last y" ^  
night 1 will send Don some language for this Resolution. (

2, An item where LDWF give us an Update on Legislation \  » ' q n
effecting LDWF, this can be quick, not in a lot o f  detail,
maybe a list in our packets would be fine and we could ask /  
questions if need be and if we had questions, we could a sk /  
could ask them. _ „ , ' ,vV^\

1 would also like to get information on HB 1456 by Pierre, is 
LDWF OK with this Bill?

Thanks, 1 ■

CC
Bill Busbice



D w ight Landreneau 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fishenes
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge LA 70898 9000 
(225) 765 2800

Kathleen Babineaux Blanco
Governor

2004 123 4/29/04

AMENDED AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The agenda for the next Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission meeting has been amended 
The meeting is scheduled for 10 00 a m on Thursday May 6 It will be held in the Louisiana 
Room of the Wildlife and Fishenes Building located at 2000 Quail D nve in Baton Rouge The 
updated agenda is as follows

1 Roll Call
2 Approval o f M inutes o f  April 1 2004
3 Commission Special Announcements
4 Resolution and Declaration o f  Emergency Setting the 2004 Spring Shrimp Season
5 Notice o f Intent Suspension o f  Collection o f  Portion o f Alligator Tag Fee
6 Academic Achievement Recognition o f Sr Agent Wesley Walker
7 Enforcement & Aviation Reports/April
8 Public Comments 2004 05 Hunting Seasons & General & W MA Hunting Rules & 
Regulations
9 National Fishing W eek Resolution
10 Notice o f  Intent Nuisance Control Operator Permit Rules and Regulations
11 Discussion o f Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington regarding aquaculture
12 Notice o f  Intent Amend By Laws
13 House Bill 267 M aurepas Swamp W MA Resolution
14 Presentation from Great Lodge on Point o f Sale System
15 Set September 2004 M eeting Date
16 Public Comments
17 Adjournment

EDITORS For more information contact Thomas Gresham at 225/765 2923 
(gresham_tp@wlf state la.us)

An Equal Opportunity E mployer



April 29, 2004 
NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED:

AMENDED AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by 
the Commission for 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, Mav 6, 2004, at the
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of April 1, 2004

3. Commission .Special Announcements

4. Resolution and Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 
2004 Spring Shrimp Season

5. Notice of Intent - Suspension of Collection of Portion of 
Alligator Tag Fee

6. Academic Achievement Recognition of Sr. Agent Wesley 
Walker

7. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/April.

8. Public Comments - 2004-05 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA 
Hunting Rules & Regulations

9. National Fishing Week Resolution

10. Notice of Intent - Nuisance Control Operator Permit Rules 
and Regulations

11. Discussion of Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington 
regarding aquaculture

12. Notice of Intent - Amend By-Laws

13. House Bill 267, Maurepas Swamp WMA Resolution

14. Presentation from Great Lodge on Point of Sale System

15. Set September 2004 Meeting Date

16. Public Comments

17 . Ad]ournment



D w ight Landreneau 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

Kathleen Babineaux Blanco 
Governor

April 28, 2004

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Chairman and Members of Commission 

Dwight Landreneau, Secretary

SUBJECT: May Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission Meeting will be held at 10; 00 A.M. 
on Thursday, Mav 6, 2004. in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of April 1, 2004

3. Commission Special Announcements 

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

4. Resolution and Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 
2004 Spring Shrimp Season

COMMISSIONER SAGRERA

5. Notice of Intent - Suspension of Collection of Portion of 
Alligator Tag Fee

WINTON VIDRINE

6. Academic Achievement Recognition of Sr. Agent Wesley 
Walker

7. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/April

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Page 2
Commission Meeting 
April 28, 2004

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

8. Public Comments - 2004-05 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA 
Hunting Rules & Regulations

9. National Fishing Week Resolution

10. Notice of Intent - Nuisance Control Operator Permit Rules 
and Regulations

CHAIRMAN BUSBICE

11. Discussion of Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington 
regarding aquaculture

COMMISSIONER MOUTON

12. Notice of Intent - Amend By-Laws

13. House Bill 267, Maurepas Swamp WMA Resolution

14. Presentation from Great Lodge on Point of Sale System

15. Set September 2004 Meeting Date

16. Public Comments 

DL:scf

cc: Janice Lansing
Phil Bowman 
John Roussel 
Don Puckett 
Dennis Kropog 
Ewell Smith
Division Administrators 
Marianne Burke
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D w ight Landreneau 
Secreiaiy

Department of Wildlife &  Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 ; 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800 I

A p r i l  28, 2004 !

Kathleen Babineaux Blanco 
Governor

MEMORANDUM i

TO: Chairman and Members of Commission

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Dwight Landreneau, Secretary
iMay Commission Meeting Agenda '

The next regular Commission Meeting will be held at 10:00 A .M . 
on Thursday, May 6, 2004. in the Louisiana! Room at the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Bation Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:



April 28, 2004 
NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED___

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by 
the Commission for 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, May 6, 2004, at the
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of April 1, 2004

3. Commission Special Announcements

4. Resolution and Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 
2004 Spring Shrimp Season

5. Notice of Intent - Suspension of Collection of Portion of 
Alligator Tag Fee

6. Academic Achievement Recognition of Sr. Agent Wesley 
Walker

7. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/April

8. Public Comments - 2004-05 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA 
Hunting Rules & Regulations

9. National Fishing Week Resolution

10. Notice of Intent - Nuisance Control Operator Permit Rules 
and Regulations

11. Discussion of Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington 
regarding aquaculture

12. Notice of Intent - Amend By-Laws

13. House Bill 267, Maurepas Swamp WMA Resolution

4r4-r— S g n a t^ - B l l l " 2 U b  K edfi r s h - R e e e l ^ ^ e n — ^  ITYO.
15. Presentation from Great Lodge on Point of Sale System

16. Set September 2004 Meeting Date

17. Public Comments

18. Adjournment



Page 2
Commission Meeting 
April 28, 2004

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

8. Public Comments - 2004-05 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA 
Hunting Rules & Regulations

9. National Fishing Week Resolution

10. Notice of Intent - Nuisance Control Operator Permit Rules 
and Regulations

CHAIRMAN BUSBICE

11. Discussion of Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington 
regarding aquaculture

COMMISSIONER MOUTON

12. Notice of Intent - Amend By-Laws

13. House Bill 267, Maurepas Swamp WMA Resolution

15. Presentation from Great Lodge on Point of Sale System

16. Set September 2004 Meeting Date

17. Public Comments 

DL:scf

cc: Janice Lansing
Phil Bowman 
John Roussel 
Don Puckett 
Dennis Kropog 
Ewell Smith
Division Administrators 
Marianne Burke

■14-s-- Senate Bill 2 06 Rodfich'-ResodutTOn—
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M e ssa g e P age 1 o f  1

Puckett, Don

From: Mayne, Jeff

Sent: Friday, April 23,2004 1:58 PM . N \

To: Puckett, Don

Subject: RE: hb 357

will do. \

— Original Message—
From: Puckett, Don
Sent: Friday, April 23, 2004 1:55 PM ' .  ■
To: Mayne, Jeff > - '  . '
Cc: Guidry, Lana 
Subject: hb 357

Bourgeois agreeable to Section 2. Nothing herein shall affect title to waterbottoms. 

Can you please pass on to Rep. Martiny's legislative assistant?

4/23/2004



C O V E R

S H E E T
To: Bill Busbice

Fax #: 337-837-1423

Subject: Agenda

Date: April 26, 2004

Pages: 3, including this cover sheet.

COMMENTS:

Attached agenda is for your review and approval. Items & ^ a re  still questionable. It depends on 
what the Senate Natural Resources Committee does this week for Then on # $  I am waiting to 
see what Undersecretary Janice Lansing finds out from Great Lodge. Let me know if  you approve. 
Thanks.

9 :  /  7 / M  -

rxu&VL. CL From the desk  of...

Susan  Falcon

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries 
P . 0 .  Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

225-765-2806 
Fax: 225-765-0948



, 2 0 0 4

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

Chairman and Members of Commission 

Dwight Landreneau, Secretary 

May Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission Meeting will be held at 10:00 A M. 
on Thursday, Mav 6. 2004. in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of April 1, 2004

3. Commission Special Announcements 

CHAIRMAN BUSBICE

4. Discussion of Senate Bill 559 by Senator Ellington 
regarding aquaculture

COMMISSIONER SAGRERA

5. Notice of Intent - Suspension of Collection of Portion of 
Alligator Tag Fee

COMMISSIONER MOUTON

6. Notice of Intent - Amend By-Laws

7. House Bill 267, Maurepas Swamp WMA Resolution



Page 2
Commission Meeting 
, 2004

8. ©STOSenate Bill 206 Redfish Resolution

9. Presentation from Great Lodge on Point of Sale System 

MINTON VIDRINE

10. Academic Achievement Recognition of Sr. Agent Wesley 
Walker

11. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/April 

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

12. Public Comments - 2004-05 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA 
Hunting Rules & Regulations

13. National Fishing Week Resolution

14. Notice of Intent - Nuisance Control Operator Permit Rules 
and Regulations

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

15. Resolution and Declaration of Emergency 
2004 Spring Shrimp Season

16. Set September 2004 Meeting Date

17. Public Comments

DL:scf

Setting the

cc: Janice Lansing
Phil Bowman 
John Roussel 
Don Puckett 
Dennis Kropog 
Ewell Smith
Division Administrators 
Marianne Burke



TO Susan Hawkins 
Don Puckett

FROM Henry Mouton 

SUBJECT May LDWF Commission 

Susan and Don,

Below are items 1 want to be put on the May Agenda

1 A Resolution Opposing SB 206 by Sen Butch 
Gautreaux, this is the Bill that allows for a 
Commercial Harvest of Redfish and Repeals Game {*r 
Fish Status for Redfish

2 A Resolution Opposing HB 267 by Rep Robert 
Faucheaux that would exchange land within the Lake 
Maurpeas WMA for land outside the WMA so that 
camps that are inside the WMA could remam This is 
a Violation o f the Deed o f Donation and could cause 
LDWF to give this land back to the Mellon 
Foundation

3 A Resolution Opposing SB 118 by Sen Joe 
Mmhemon that transfers the managemgnt^f the 
White Lakenroperty from the WJutd'uike 
Prescrvation/Inc Board toaTtoard set up under 
LDWF This violatbs>$hfDeed of Donation and BP ĵg3> 
Amoco can taketMs pro|rertY back from LDWF

4 A ResolutioiK5pposing that usb'ofGame Wardens and 
Biolomsfro work with the POS LicenSe-system (This

jfthe License Section, we do not need

TO d vez zo t70-6i--*dv



Wardens and BiologisUakingTirn^Ifom their duties to 
worktgjtie-theTOS problems.)

5. Presentation from Great Lodge as to when ALL 
problems with the POS system will be fixed, bow 
many people they plan on having in LA July 4th 
weekend when we start selling new hunting and 
fishing licenses and Great Lodge to provide 24 hour 
numbers that are answered by Live Operators when 
problems do occur. How many vendors have we lost 
since we went to Great Lodge. Why did they quit 
selling LDWF Hunting and Fishing Licenses?

6. Resolution Opposing LDWF areas offices selling "A 
hunting and fishing licenses. Our employees already 
have enough to do and if this were done, these officesY-fo 
would be keeping Cash on premises, which creates a l  ̂
Security Risk for those employees working in these J  oô~SLs>— 
area offices.

There is a Bill, not sure of theBilIJiumbeMhat is the Bill 
where Bob Odonrw^uld-takelwercontrol of Aquaculture. I _ ,0 ^  
would like a-Resolution drafted opposing this Bill.

Don, can you draft these Resolutions for me?

Thanks,

eqry 
337-280-2616



A p r  2 0 - 0 4  1 2 : 2 2 P P.Ol

TO: Susan Hawkins 
Don Puckett

FROM: Henry Mouton

SUBJECT: May LDWF Commission Meeting

Don can you please draft a Resolution on this? 

Thanks,

337-280-2616



Dwight Landreneau
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries Kathleen Babineaux Blanco
Post Office Box 98000 Governor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

April 19, 2004

MEMORANDUM

TO: Dwight Landreneau, Secretary 
Janice Lansing, Undersecretary

FROM: Susan Falcon

SUBJECT: May Commission Meeting

Attached memorandum from Commissioner Henry M outon is for your information per Don 
Puckett. Thank you.

scf

Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Hawkins-Falcon, Susan

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

F o o te , K aren
M onday, April 19, 2 0 0 4  9 :4 3  AM 
R o u sse l, Jo h n  E
P orch , P a t; B o urgeo is , M artin; L andrum , S u e ; H aw kins-F alcon , S u s a n  
M ay C o m m iss io n  a g e n d a

With your approval, Marine Fisheries will have the following May Commission agenda item:

Resolution and Declaration of Emergency - Setting the 2004 Spring Shrimp Season- Martin 
Bourgeois

1



Dwight Landreneau
Secretaiy

Depaitment of Wildlife &: Fisheries Kathleen Babineaux Blanco
GovernorPost Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge LA 70898 9000 
(225) 765 2800

April 1 2004

MEMORANDUM

TO Undersecretary Assistant Secretary Office of Wildlife 
and Assistant Secretary Office of Fisheries

FROM Dwight Landreneau Secretary

SUBJECT Commission Meeting Agenda May 6 2004
Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 

Falcon by Monday, April 19th any agenda items your office may have 
for the Thursday May 6th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge Louisiana at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building 2000 Quail 
Drive This meeting will begin at 10 00 a m on May 6th If you 
do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda Thank you for your 
cooperation1

DL scf
cc Commissioners 

Don Puckett 
W m t o n  Vidnne 
Tommy Pnckett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Brandt Savoie 
Ewell Smith 

*" Marianne Burke

An Equal Opporrunity Employer



Dwight Landreneau
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

April 1, 2004

Kathleen Babineaux Blanco
Governor

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Falcon by Monday, April 19th any agenda items your office may have 
for the Thursday, May 6th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on May 6th. If you 
do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices 
list of items to be placed 
cooperation!

DL:scf
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine ✓
Tommy Prickett *
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Brandt Savoie 
Ewell Smith 
Marianne Burke

of Intent should be included with the 
on the agenda. Thank you for your

Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife 
and Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries

Dwight Landreneau, Secretary

Commission Meeting Agenda - May 6, 2004

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Dwight Landreneau
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

Kathleen Babineaux Blanco
Governor

April 1, 2004

MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife 
and Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries

FROM: Dwight Landreneau, Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - May 6, 2004
Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 

Falcon by Monday, April .19th any agenda items your office may have 
for the Thursday, May 6th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana at'the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on May 6th. If vou 
do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

DL:scf 
cc: C

Wynnette Kees 
Brandt Savoie 
Ewell Smith

Winton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote

Commissioners 
Don Puckett

Marianne Burke JSSSSSh

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Dwight Landreneau
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

Kathleen Babineaux Blanco
Governor

April 1, 2004

MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife 
and Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries

FROM: Dwight Landreneau, Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - May 6, 2004
Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 

Falcon by Monday, April 19th any agenda items your office may have 
for the Thursday, May 6th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on May 6th. If you 
do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

DL:scf
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot

Marianne Burke

Wynnette Kees 
Brandt Savoie 
Ewell Smith

Karen Foote

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Bill #  Description

HB 1 Operating Expenses of S tate G overnm ent Alario 

PREFILED(3/10)HAC(3/10)CMTE/HEAR(5/4)

HB 2 Capitol Outlay Bill Hammett

INTRODUCED(4/5)HWMC(4/6)

HB 43 Definition of First D egree Murder of W itness Faucheux

PREFILED(2/25)HACJC(2/27)CMTE/HEAR(4/21)FAV(4/21)H-ORDERS(4/22)

RET-TO-CAL(4/26)FLOOR-AMD(4/26)PASSED(4/26)<100-0>S-ORDERS(4/28)

SJC-C(4/28)

* HB 44 Witness Fee of Off-Duty Law Enforcem ent Lambert 

PREFILED(2/25)HJC(3/29)CMTE/HEAR(5/13)

HB 77 W itness Fee Increase/Law Enforcement Officers. Hotter

PREFILED(3/3)HACJC(3/4)HJC(3/29)CMTE/HEAR(4/29)FAV-A(4/29)

H-ORDERS(5/3}RET-TO-CAL(5/4)

HB 78 Public Records-Law Enforcement Officers Crowe 

PREFILED(3/3)HHGAC(3/4)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)

HB 93 Pardon/Parole Provisions on Certain O ffenses Strain

PREFILED(3/5)HACJC(3/5)CMTE/HEAR(4/15)FAV(4/15)H-ORDERS(4/16) 

RET-TO-CAL(4/19)FLOOR-AMD(4/19)PASSED(4/19)<78-24>S-ORDERS(4/21) 

SJC-B(4/21)

HB 105 Recreational Limits/Catfish/Toledo Bend Salter

PREFILED(3/8)HNRC(3/12)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV-A(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8)

PASSED(4/13)<96-0>S-ORDERS(4/14)SNRC(4/14)

HB 106 "No-Wake" Zones/Public Docking Facilities Farrar

PREFILED(3/8)HNRC(3/12)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)FAV-A(4/28)H-ORDERS(4/29)

PASSED(5/3)<98-0>S-ORDERS(5/4)SNRC(5/4)

HB 113 Taking of Deer/Black Powder W eapons Frith

PREFILED(3/8)HNRC(3/12)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)

HB 115 Lafourche G am e Commission/Lake Long Pitre

PREFILED(3/8)HNRC(3/12)CMTE/HEAR(4/14)FAV-A(4/14)H-ORDERS(4/15) 

RET-TO-CAL(4/16)

HB 117 Crab Trap Floats/Intracoastal W aterway Smith, JD

PREFILED(3/8)HNRC(3/12)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV-A(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8) 

PASSED(4/13)<100-0>S-ORDERS(4/14)SNRC(4/14)

HB 130 S unset Law/Change In Termination D ates Lancaster

PREFILED(3/10)HHGAC(3/12)CMTE/HEAR(4/8)FAV(4/8)H-ORDERS(4/13) 

PASSED(4/14)<103-0>S-ORDERS(4/15)SSGAC(4/15)

HB 143 Float Requirement Exem p/Crab Traps/Atchafalaya Lambert 

PREFILED(3/9)HNRC(3/12)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)

HB 145 Add Vermillion Bay to Crab Trap Removal Smith, JD 

PREFILED(3/9)HNRC(3/12)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)

HB 146 Establish Limitation on Crab Trap Licenses Smith, JD 

PREFILED(3/9)HNRC(3/12)

HB 154 Fraud Portrayal of Law Officer Martiny

PREFILED(3/10)HACJC(3/12)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV-A(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8) 

FLOOR-AMD(4/13)PASSED(4/13)<98-0>S-ORDERS(4/15)SJC-C(4/15) 

CMTE/HEAR(4/27)FAV(4/27)S-ORDERS(5/3)

HB 160 Dredging in Calcasieu Lake Frith

PREFILED(3/10)HNRC(3/12)CMTE/HEAR(4/21)FAV-A(4/21)H-ORDERS(4/22)

PASSED(4/26)<102-0>S-ORDERS(4/27)SNRC(4/27)

+ 0  HB 168 Shad Saine Use for Commercial Fishing Smith, JD



PREFILED(3/10)HNRC(3/12)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV-A(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8)
PASSED(4/13)<97-3>S-ORDERS(4/14)SNRC(4/14)

HB 170 Lets Convicted Felons Hunt w/ Rifle/Shotgun Faucheux 
PREFILED(3/10)HACJC(3/12)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)

HB 201 Lake Verret Shad Gill Net Use Dartez
PREFILED(3/11)HNRC(3/12)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV-A(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8)
PASSED(4/13)<100-0>S-ORDERS(4/14)SNRC(4/14)

HB 210 Little River/Fishing, Net, & Trap Usage Ban Wright 
PREFILED(3/11)HNRC(3/12)

HB 244 Louisiana Assault Weapon Ban Richmond
PREFlLED(3/12)HACJC(3/15)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)

HB 256 Const. Amend./System of Administrative Law Bowler 
PREFILED(3/12)HHGAC(3/15)CMTE/HEAR(4/15)

HB 259 High-speed Pursuits Faucheux
PREFILED(3/12)HJC(3/15)CMTE/HEAR(4/29)

HB 267 Property Exchange/St. John & Dept, of Wildlife Faucheux 
PREFILED(3/12)HNRC(3/15)CMTE/HEAR(5/5)

+0 HB 357 Implied Consent Law on Waterways Martiny
PREFILED(3/18)HACJC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(5/5)

HB 367 LA Crawfish Promotion and Research Board Thompson
PREFILED(3/18)HAGC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(3/31)FAV(3/31)H-ORDERS(4/1)
PASSED(4/5)<101-0>S-ORDERS(4/6)RET-TO-CAL(4/6)S-ORDERS(4/7)
FLOOR-AMD(4/7)SPEC-ORDER(4/7)S-ORDERS(4/20)PASSED(4/20)<34-0>
H-ORDERS(4/22)RET-TO-CAL(4/22)H-CONCUR(5/4)

HB 378 Payments for Wetlands Compensatory Mitigation Baldone 
PREFILED(3/17)HNRC(3/29)CMTE/HEAR(5/5)

HB 415 Moratorium on Commercial Crab Trap Licenses Smith, JD
PREFILED(3/17)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV-A(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8) 
PASSED(4/13)<98-0>S-ORDERS(4/14)SNRC(4/14)

HB 429 Barrier Island Stabilization & Preservation Dove 
PREFILED(3/17)HNRC(3/18)

HB 450 Vessel Monitors for Oyster Offenders Odinet
PREFILED(3/17)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/21)FAV-A(4/21 )H-ORDERS(4/22) 
PASSED(4/26)<97-0>S-ORDERS(4/27)SNRC(4/27)

HB 469 Mesh Net Size for Commercial Fish Smith, JD
PREFILED(3/17)HNRC(3/18)

HB 494 National Shellfish Sanitation Program Odinet
PREFILED(3/17)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/21 )FAV-A(4/21)H-ORDERS(4/22) 
PASSED(4/26)<97-0>S-ORDERS(4/27)SNRC(4/27)

HB 513 Hunting/Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Mgmt. Area Faucheux 
PREFILED(3/17)HNRC(3/18)

HB 514 Deer Hunting/Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Area Faucheux 
PREFILED(3/17)HNRC(3/18)

HB 565 Rapides Pr/16th Section School Land Lease Farrar
PREFILED(3/18)HEC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(5/5)

+0 HB 595 LA. Sportsman's Paradise License Smith, JD

PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/14)FAV(4/14)H-ORDERS(4/15) 
PASSED(4/16)<101-0>S-ORDERS(4/20)SNRC(4/20)

+0 HB 596 Recreational/Commercial Fishing Licenses Smith, JD

PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8)
PASSED(4/13)<95-0>S-ORDERS(4/14)SNRC(4/14)

+0 HB 597 Commercial Fishing & Fishing Licenses Smith, JD

PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV-A(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8)
PASSED(4/13)<98-0>S-ORDERS(4/14)SNRC(4/14)

+0 HB 598 Tagging of Unattended Nets/Trawls in Saltwater Dartez



PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8)
PASSED(4/13)<98-0>S-ORDERS(4/14)SNRC(4/14)

+0 HB 599 Environmental Activities/Bayou Trepagnier Smith, G
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/14)FAV(4/14)H-ORDERS(4/15)
PASSED(4/16)<103-0>S-ORDERS(4/20)SNRC(4/20)SPEC-ORDER(4/27)
S-ORDERS(5/3)

+0 HB 600 Exotic Fish Smith, JD
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)FAV(4/28)H-ORDERS(4/29) 
PASSED(5/3)<98-0>S-ORDERS(5/4)SNRC(5/4)

+0 HB 601 Bait Shrimp Taking Limits Baldone
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8) 
PASSED(4/13)<101-0>S-ORDERS(4/14)SNRC(4/14)

+0 HB 602 Bait Dealers Permit/Bait Shrimp Taking Daniel
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV-A(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8)
PASSED(4/13)<97-2>S-0RDERS(4/14)SNRC(4/14)

+0 HB 603 Commercial Taking of Freshwater Shrimp Pierre
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8)
PASSED(4/13)<99-1>S-ORDERS(4/14)SNRC(4/14)

+0 HB 604 Charter Boat Guide Licensees/Survey Info. Frith
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV-A(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8) 
RET-TO-CAL(4/13)

+0 HB 605 Wholesale/Retail Seafood Dealer’s Licenses Frith
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/14)F AV(4/14)H-ORDERS(4/15) 
PASSED(4/16)<102-0>S-ORDERS(4/20)SNRC(4/20)

+0 HB 606 Senior Lifetime Hunting/Fishing License Smith, JD
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/14)FAV(4/14)H-ORDERS(4/15) 
FLOOR-AMD(4/16)PASSED(4/16)<102-0>S-ORDERS(4/20)SNRC(4/20)

+0 HB 607 Life Preserver Wearing/Recreational Motorboats Smith, JD 
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(5/5)

+0 HB 608 Repeals Ban on Exploiting of Natural Resources Smith, JD 
PREFILED(3/18)HHGAC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(5/5)

+0 HB 609 Hunting/Persons Under Age 16 Smith, JD
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/14)FAV-A(4/14)H-ORDERS(4/15)
PASSED(4/16)<79-20>S-ORDERS(4/20)SNRC(4/20)

HB 626 Sworn Reports/Chemical Testing Refusal Quezaire
PREF1LED(3/18)HTHPWC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/20)FAV-A(4/20) 
H-ORDERS(4/21)PASSED(4/22)<75-21>S-ORDERS(4/27)STHPWC(4/27)

HB 644 Dept, of Nat. Resources/Oyster Lease Sample Pierre 
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)

HB 653 Dept-Natural Resources/Sample Oyster Leases Pierre
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/21)FAV-A(4/21)H-ORDERS(4/22)
PASSED(4/26)<101-0>S-ORDERS(4/27)SNRC(4/27)

HB 669 Oilfield Site Restoration Prog/Eligibility Pierre
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/22)FAV-A(4/22)H-ORDERS(4/27)
PASSED(4/28)<96-0>S-ORDERS(4/29)SNRC(4/29)

+0 HB 682 Issuance/Harvest Records for Deer/Turkey Townsend
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)FAV-A(4/28)H-ORDERS(4/29)
RET-T0-CAL(5/3)

+0 HB 695 Bear Feeding Prohibition Smith, JD
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/18)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)FAV-A(4/28)H-ORDERS(4/29)
PASSED(5/3)<100-0>S-ORDERS(5/4)SNRC(5/4)

HB 718 LA. Aquatic Invasive Species Council Creation Pierre 
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/19)

HB 725 Elmer's Island-Public Access; User Fees Baldone



PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/19)
+0 HB 733 Yo-Yo Fishing Gear Smith, JD

PREFlLED(3/18)HNRC(3/19)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV-A(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8)
PASSED(4/13)<97-2>S-ORDERS(4/14)SNRC(4/14)

HB 736 Wildlife Enforcement/Class One Violations LaFleur
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/19)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)FAV-A(4/28)H-ORDERS(4/29)

RET-TO-CAL(5/3)
HB 775 Drilling/Coastal Use Permits--App Submission Dove 

PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/19)
* HB 788 Info for Issuing Coastal Use Permits Pierre 

PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/19)CMTE/HEAR(5/5)
HB 815 Commercial Crab Traps-Labeling Baldone

PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/19)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)
HB 818 Black Drum Fishing-Limited Strike Net Fishery Odinet 

PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/19)CMTE/HEAR(4/21)
HB 835 Elmer's Island Public Access/Fees Pitre

PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/19)
HB 849 All Terrain Vehicle Trail Use/Wildlife Mgt Farrar

PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/19)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)FAV(4/28)H-ORDERS(4/29)
PASSED(5/3)<96-0>S-ORDERS(5/4)SNRC(5/4)

HB 855 Coastal Zone Damage/Unauthorized Activities Pierre 
PREFILED(3/18)HNRC(3/19)CMTE/HEAR(4/21)

HB 895 Used Motor Vehicle Dealers/Marine Product Law Daniel 
PREFILED(3/19)HCC(3/19)

HB 913 Shrimp Industry/Additional Fees Wooton
PREFILED(3/19)HNRC(3/29)

+0 HB 934 LA. Aquaculture Coordinating Council Smith, JD 
PREFILED(3/19)HAGC(3/19)CMTE/HEAR(4/16)

HB 975 Lake Claiborne Fishing Gear Regulation Gallot 
PREFILED(3/19)HNRC(4/20)

HB 1029 LA. Aquatic Chelonian Research/Promotion Board Powell, Tank 
PREFILED(3/19)HAGC(3/20)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)

HB 1039 LA. Agricultural/Aquacultural Market Limits Montgomery 
PREFILED(3/19)HACJC(3/20)

HB 1089 Artificial Reef Development Plan Daniel
PREFILED(3/19)HNRC(3/20)CMTE/HEAR(4/22)

HB 1172 Commercial Mullet Fishing/Season Odinet
PREFILED(3/19)HNRC(3/20)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV-A(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8)
FLOOR-AMD(4/14)PASSED(4/14)<57-42>S-ORDERS(4/19)SNRC(4/19)

HB 1192 LA. Aquaculture Coordinating Council Creation Townsend
PREFILED(3/19)HAGC(3/20)CMTE/HEAR(4/16)FAV-A(4/16)H-ORDERS(4/19) 
FLOOR-AMD(4/21)PASSED(4/21)<93-3>S-ORDERS(4/26)SAGC(4/26)

HB 1244 Prohibits Hog Baiting Triche
PREFILED(3/19)HACJC(3/20)CMTE/HEAR(4/21)FAV-A(4/21)
H-ORDERS(4/22)FLOOR-AMD(4/27)PASSED(4/27)<75-25>S-ORDERS(4/29)
SJC-C(4/29)

HB 1266 Coastal Use Permit Notification Damico

PREFILED(3/19)HNRC(3/20)CMTE/HEAR(4/21)FAV-A(4/21)H-ORDERS(4/22)
PASSED(4/27)<100-0>S-ORDERS(4/29)SNRC(4/29)

+0 HB 1317 Promotion of Hunting/Fishing-Printed Materials Daniel

PREFILED(3/19)HNRC(3/20)CMTE/HEAR(4/14)FAV(4/14)H-ORDERS(4/15) 
PASSED(4/19)<102-0>S-ORDERS(4/20)SNRC(4/20)

HB 1319 Importation/Ownership of Animals Bah Triche



PREFILED(3/19)HNRC(3/20)CMTE/HEAR(4/14)FAV(4/14)H-ORDERS(4/15)
FLOOR-AMD(4/19)PASSED(4/19)<99-0>S-ORDERS(4/21)SNRC(4/21)

HB 1320 LA. Economic Development Council Pinac
PREFtLED(3/19)HCC(3/20)CMTE/HEAR(4/19)FAV-A(4/19)H-ORDERS(4/20) 
RET-T O-C AL(4/21)

HB 1338 Oyster Lease Damage Evaluation Bd./Surveys Damico
PREFILED(3/19)HNRC(3/20)CMTE/HEAR(4/21)FAV-A(4/21)H-ORDERS(4y22)

FLOOR-AMD(4/27)PASSED(4/27)<101-0>S-ORDERS(4/29)SNRC(4/29)
HB 1358 ' Comite River Exemption/Scenic Rivers Act White 

PREFILED(3/19)HNRC(3/20)
HB 1374 Commercial Fishing License-over 70 Years Old Smith, JD

PREFILED(3/19)HNRC(3/20)CMTE/HEAR(4/7)FAV-A(4/7)H-ORDERS(4/8) 
FLOOR-AMD(4/14)PASSED(4/14)<87-9>S-ORDERS(4/19)SNRC(4/19)

HB 1407 Down Syndrome Fishing License Morrish
INTRODUCED(3/29)HNRC(3/30)

HB 1456 Wildlife-Licensing Requirements Pierre
INTRODUCED(4/14)HNRC(4/15)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)FAV-A(4/28)
H-ORDERS(4Z29)PASSED(5/3)<102-0>S-ORDERS(5/4)SNRC(5/4)

HB 1467 Wildlife & Fisheries-Habitat Restoration Funds Pierre
INTRODUCED(4/15)HNRC(4/16)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)FAV-A(4Z28) 
H-ORDERS(4Z29)PASSED(5Z3)<99-0>S-ORDERS(5Z4)SNRC(5Z4)

HB 1480 Passage on WatenvaysZRight & Servitude Frith 
INTRODUCED(4Z19)HCLPC(4Z20)

* HB 1493 Change Definition of "Boat Package" Smiley
INTRODUCED(4Z19)HCC(4Z20)CMTEZHEAR(4Z27)FAV(4Z27)H-ORDERS(4Z28)
FLOOR-AMD(5Z3)PASSED(5Z3)<99-0>S-ORDERS(5Z5)

* HB 1516 Stationary Shrimp Net Placement Baldone
INTRODUCED(4Z19)HNRC(4Z20)CMTEZHEAR(5Z5)

HB 1521 Wildlife & FisheriesZRunning Waters-Access Cazayoux 
INTRODUCED(4Z19)HNRC(4Z20)

* HB 1525 Coastal Use Permit Issuance-Prerequisites Lambert
INTRODUCED(4Z19)HNRC(4/20)CMTEZHEAR(5Z5)

HB 1567 Marine Motor DealersZFranchise Agreements Wooton 
INTRODUCED(4Z20)HCC(4Z21)

* HB 1573 Pen-Raised Mallard Taking Baldone
INTRODUCED(4/20)HNRC(4/21)CMTE/HEAR(5/5)

HB 1596 Wildlife SpecialistsZEnforcement Commissions Farrar 
INTRODUCED(4Z20)HNRC(4Z21)

HB 1597 Fish & Game CommissionsZVessel Regulation Dove 
INTRODUCED(4Z2Q)HNRC(4Z21)

HB 1598 Lafourche Pr. Game & Fish Commission Authority Dove 
INTRODUCED(4Z20)HNRC(4Z21)

* HB 1621 Prohibits Killing ZooZCircus Animals Odinet
INTRODUCED(4Z20)HNRC(4Z21)CMTEZHEAR(5Z5)

HB 1648 Use & PossessionZGill & Strike Nets Triche
INTRODUCED(4Z20)HNRC(4Z21)

HB 1666 Geophysical Surveys Daniel
INTRODUCED(4Z20)HNRC(4Z21)

HCR 62 Oysters-Vibho Vulnificus Study Odinet
INTRODUCED(3Z30)HNRC(3Z31)CMTEZHEAR(4Z21)FAV(4Z21)H-ORDERS(4Z22)
PASSED(4/29)S-ORDERS(5/3)SNRC(5/3)

HCR 64 Oyster Beds-Nuisance Fish Damico



NCR 65

NCR 68

NCR 72 

HCR 85

* HCR 115 Oyster Task Force Info-Salinity Regimes Odinet
INTRODUCED(4/26)HNRC(4/27)CMTE/HEAR(5/5)

HCR 124 Police Week & Peace Officers Memorial Day Schneider
INTRODUCED(4/26)PASSED(4/26)S-ORDERS(4/27)PASSED(4/27)<34-1>
ENROLLED(4/27)

HCR 128 No Wrong Door Plan Continuation Winston
INTRODUCED(4/26)HHWC(4/27)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)FAV(4/28)H-ORDERS(4/29)

* HCR 137 California Agricultural Commodities Odinet
INTRODUCED(4/26)HAGC(4/27)CMTE/HEAR(5/5)

HCR 140 Bayou Chinchuba Declassification Burns
INTRODUCED(4/27)HNRC(4/28)

* HCR 146 Saline Lake Aquatic Weeds Townsend
INTRODUCED(4/27)HNRC(4/28)CMTE/HEAR(5/5)

HCR 151 Deer Hunting-Maurepas WMA Faucheux
INTRODUCED(4/29)PASSED(4/29)SNRC(4/29)

INTRODUCED(3/30)HNRC(3/31)CMTE/HEAR(4/21)
Oyster Beds-Nuisance Fish Odinet
INTRODUCED(3/31)HNRC(4/1)CMTE/HEAR(4/21)FAV(4/21)H-ORDERS(4/22)
PASSED(4/29)S-ORDERS(5/3)SNRC(5/3)
Mississippi River Gulf Outlet Closure Odinet 
INTRODUCED(3/31)HTHPWC(4/1)CMTE/HEAR(4/19)FAV-A(4/19) 
FLOOR-AMD(4/22)PASSED(4/22)<65-19>S-ORDERS(4/27)STHPWC(4/27) 
Maurepas WMA Rabbit Hunting Faucheux
INTRODUCED(4/5)HNRC(4/6)
Salinity Regimes Odinet
INTRODUCED(4/7)WITHDRAWN(4/8)

SB 2 Amendment to Hunt, Fish, and Trap. McPherson
PREFILED(2/26)SNRC(2/26)CMTE/HEAR(4/15)FAV(4/19)S-ORDERS(4/20)
PASSED(4Z21)<34-0>H-ORDERS(4/22)HNRC(4/22)

SB 7 Appt. of Commissioners of Saline Game And Fish Smith
PREFILED(2/26)SNRC(2/26)CMTE/HEAR(4/29)WITHDRAWN(4/29)

SB 8 Makes St. Mary Parish Bass Fishing Capital Gautreaux, B.
PREFILED(2/26)SNRC(2/26)CMTE/HEAR(4/6)FAV-A(4/7)S-ORDERS(4/14)
PASSED(4/14)<36-0>H-ORDERS(4/16)HJC{4/16)

SB 15 Affirmative Defense/Undersized Crab Violations Dupre
PREFILED(2/26)SNRC(2/26)CMTE/HEAR(4/15)FAV(4/19)S-ORDERS(4/20)
PASSED(4/21)<35-0>H-ORDERS(4/22)HNRC(4/22)

SB 20 Yo-Yo & Trigger Device Regulation/Saline Lake Smith
PREFILED(3/4)SNRC(3/4)CMTE/HEAR(4/29)WITHDRAWN(4/29)

SB 35 Four Wheeler Safety Instruction Program Gautreaux, N.
PREFILED(3/9)SNRC(3/10)CMTE/HEAR(4/6)FAV-A(4/7)S-ORDERS(4/14) 
PASSED(4/14)<38-0>HNRC(4/15)

SB 45 Saline Lake/Triploid Grass Carp Placement Smith
PREFILED(3/9)SNRC(3/10)CMTE/HEAR(4/29)FAV-A(4/29)S-ORDERS(5/3) 

SB 47 Origin Notification/Restaurants Serving Shrimp Ullo

PREFILED(3/9)SNRC(3/10)CMTE/HEAR(4/22)FAV-A(4Z22)S-ORDERS(4/26) 
R ET-T O-C AL (4Z27)

SB 75 Criminal Trespass-Technical Changes Lentini
PREFILED(3Z11)SJC-C(3Z12)

SB 99 Comite River-Scenic Rivers Act Holden

PREFILED(3Z16)STHPWC(3Z17)SNRC(3/29)
SB 105 Wildlife & Fisheries Comm. Chairman Dupre



PREFILED(3/16)SNRC(3/17)CMTE/HEAR(4yi5)FAV(4/19)S-ORDERS(4/20)
PASSED(4/21)<34-0>H-ORDERS(4/22)HNRC(4/22)

SB 117 Operation Game Thief-Court Fees McPherson
PREFILED(3/16)SJC-C(3/17)CMTE/HEAR(4/6)FAV-A(4/6)S-ORDERS(4Z7)
FLOOR-AMD(4Z7)RET-TO-CAL(4/7)S-ORDERS(4/20)FLOOR-AMD(4/20)
PASSED(4Z20)<37-0>H-ORDERS(4Z22)HNRC(4/22)

SB 118 White Lake Property Advisory Board McPherson

PREFILED(3Z16)SNRC(3Z17)CMTEZHEAR(4/15)FAV-A(4/19)S-ORDERS(4/20)
FLOOR-AMD(4/21)PASSED(4Z21)<34-0>H-ORDERS(4Z26)HAC(4/26)

SB 120 Waters in State Natural and Scenic Rivers Syst McPherson

PREFILED(3/16)SNRC(3Z17)CMTEZHEAR(4Z6)FAV-A(4/7)S-ORDERS(4Z14) 
PASSED(4/14)<39-0>HNRC(4Z15)

SB 147 Age IncreaseZPersonal Watercraft UsageZI 6 yrs. Ellington 
PREFILED(3Z18)STHPWC(3Z29)

SB 156 Coastal ManagementZBarrier Island Dupre
PREFILED(3Z18)SNRC(3/23)

SB 161 LA. Aquatic Chelonian Research/Promotion Board Gautreaux, B.
PREFILED(3/18)SAGC(3Z23)CMTEZHEAR(4Z6)FAV-A(4/6)S-ORDERS(4Z7)
RET-TO-CAL(4/7)S-ORDERS(4Z20)FLOOR-AMD(4Z20)RET-TO-CAL(4/20)
PASSED(4y20)<35-0>H-ORDERS(4y22)HAGC(4/22)CMTE/HEAR(4/28)
FAV-A(4y29)H-ORDERS(5Z4)

SB 170 Coastal Mitigation Account Dupre
PREFILED(3yi8)SNRC(3Z23)

SB 172 Mitigation of Coastal Wetland Losses Dupre 
PREFILED(3Z18)SNRC(3Z23)

SB 186 Privilege for Cost Recovery on Repairs McPherson
PREFILED(3Z18)SJC-A(3Z23)CMTEZHEAR(4Z20)FAV(4Z20)S-ORDERS(4y21)

PASSED(4/22)<36-0>H-ORDERS(4/26)HCLPC(4/26)
SB 187 Provides Relative to Elmer's Island McPherson

PREFILED(3Z18)SNRC(3y23)CMTEyHEAR(4Z15)FAV-A(4Z19)S-ORDERS(4Z20)

COMMIT-SFC(4Z20)CMTEZHEAR(4Z26)FAV-A(4Z26)S-ORDERS(4y27)

FLOOR-AMD(4y29)PASSED(4Z29)<36-0>H-ORDERS(5Z4)HNRC(5Z4)

SB 206 Commercial Red Drum Fishing Gautreaux, B.
PREFILED(3Z18)SNRC(3y23)WITHDRAWN(4y28)

SB 253 Open Season on Bobcats Gautreaux, B.
PREFILED(3Z18)SNRC(3Z24)

SB 254 Commercial Taking of Mullet TimeZSeasons Gautreaux, B.
PREFILED(3Z18)SNRC(3y24)

SB 299 Motorboat Safety Education Advisory Council Cravins
PREFILED(3Z18)SCC(3Z24)SNRC(3Z29)WITHDRAWN(4Z6)

SB 308 Coastal Mgt GuidelinesZPermitting Use Dupre 
PREFILED(3Z18)SNRC(3Z24)

SB 310 Coastal Wetland ConservyMgt--Expropriation Dupre 
PREFILED(3Z18)SNRC(3y24)

SB 333 Private WaterwaysyLicensed Fishing Gautreaux, B.
PREFILED(3yi9)SNRC(3Z24)CMTEZHEAR(4Z22)WlTHDRAWN(4y28)

SB 340 Bayou Trepagnier/Environ. Remediation Activity Chaisson
PREFILED(3yi9)SNRC(3Z24)CMTEZHEAR(4yi5)FAV(4Z19)S-ORDERS(4Z20) 

PASSED(4Z21)<34-0>H-ORDERS(4Z22)RET-TO-CAL(4Z22)H-ORDERS(4Z26) 

SB 348 LA. Agricultural Product PromotionZDevelopment Smith
PREFlLED(3/19)SAGC(3/24)CMTE/HEAR(4yi4)FAV-A(4/14)S-ORDERS(4/15) 

RET-TO-CAL(4yi 9)S-ORDERS(4Z20)

SB 375 Deer-Size of Antlers Marionneaux



PREFILED(3/19)SNRC(3/24)CMTE/HEAR(4/15)FAV-A(4/19)S-ORDERS(4/20) 
FLOOR-AMD(4/21)PASSED(4Z21)<30-7>H-ORDERS(4/26)HNRC(4/26)

SB 403 Title 34 Technical Changes-Navigation Marionneaux 
PREFILED(3Z19)SCC(3Z24)

SB 433 La. Aquatic Invasive Species Council Theunissen
PREFILED(3/19)SNRC(3/24)CMTEZHEAR(4/15)FAV-A(4/19)S-ORDERS(4Z20)
FLOOR-AMD(4Z21)PASSED(4/21)<38-0>H-ORDERS(4Z26)HNRC(4/26)

SB 489 Motorboat Liability Insurance Cravins
PREFILED(3Z19)SIC(3Z24)WITHDRAWN(4Z6)

SB 494 Flounder Harvesting/Multi-Pronged Barbed Gigs Schedler.
PREFILED(3Z19)SNRC(3/24)CMTEZHEAR(4Z29)FAV-A(4Z29)S-ORDERS(5Z3)

SB 512 Importation of Cervid SpeciesZAnimals Ellington
PREFILED(3Z19)SNRC(3/24)SAGC(3Z29)CMTE/HEAR(4Z14)

* SB 520 Used Motor Vehicle/Marine Product Dealers Act Ellington
PREFILED(3/19)SCC(3Z24)STHPWC(3Z29)CMTEZHEAR(5/6)

SB 521 Littering Penalties & Presumptions Hainkel
PREFILED(3Z19)SCENV(3Z24)CMTEZHEAR(4Z27)

SB 522 Artificial Reef Dev. Program Malone
PREFILED(3/19)SNRC(3/24)CMTE/HEAR(4Z29)

SB 559 LA. Aquaculture Coordinating Council Ellington
PREFILED(3Z19)SAGC(3Z24)CMTE/HEAR(4/6)FAV-A(4Z6)S-ORDERS(4/7)
FLOOR-AMD(4Z7)RET-TO-CAL(4Z7)S-ORDERS(4/20)FLOOR-AMD(4Z26)
RET-TO-CAL(4Z26)C-PENDING(4Z27)FLOOR-AMD(4/28)PASSED(4Z28)
<22-16>H-ORDERS(5Z3)HAGC(5Z3)

SB 571 Law EnforcementZCitizen Complaints Jackson
PREFILED(3Z19)SSGAC(3/24)

SB 601 Motorboat Insurance Coverage Cravins
PREFILED(3Z19)SIC(3/24)WITHDRAWN(4Z6)

SB 611 Public RecordsZCitizen Complaints Jackson
PREFILED(3Z19)SSGAC(3/24)

* SB 636 Wildlife & Fisheries CommissionZOyster Leases McPherson
PREFILED(3Z20)SSGAC(3/24)CMTEZHEAR(5Z5)

SB 710 Watercraft OperationZPersons Under 16 Ellington
PREFILED(3Z19)STHPWC(3/29)CMTEZHEAR(4/6)FAV-A(4Z7)S-ORDERS(4Z15)
RET-TO-CAL(4/15)S-ORDERS(4Z20)FLOOR-AMD(4Z22)PASSED(4Z22)<25-10>
H-ORDERS(4Z27)HNRC(4Z27)

' SB 726 La. Economic Development Council Membership Hollis
PREFILED(3Z19)SCC(3Z24)CMTEZHEAR(4Z14)FAV-A(4Z14)S-ORDERS(4Z20)
PASSED(4Z20)<37-0>H-ORDERS(4Z22)SPEC-ORDER(4Z22)FLOOR-AMD(4/22)
H-ORDERS(4/27)

SB 775 Environmental Remediation - Bayou Trepagnier Chaisson 
INTRODUCED(4Z19)SCENV(4Z20)

SB 842 Acadiana Gulf of Mexico Access Channel Romero 
INTRODUCED(4Z20)SNRC(4Z21)CMTEZHEAR(4Z29)

SB 853 Red Drum Taking Gautreaux, B.
INTRODUCED(4Z20)SNRC(4Z21 )WITHDRAWN(4Z28)

SB 869 Appointed Members to Boards-Sub. SB 736 Jones
INTRODUCED(4/26)S-ORDERS(4/27)RET-TO-CAL(4Z29)

SCR 9 Add 2 Members to LA Seafood Advisory Board Gautreaux, B.
INTRODUCED(3Z30)SNRC(3Z30)CMTEZHEAR(4Z15)FAV(4/19)S-ORDERS(4Z20)
PASSED(4Z20)<38-0>

SCR 24 Navigable Waters Access McPherson



INTRODUCED(3/30)SNRC(3/30)CMTE/HEAR(4/22)FAV-A(4/22)
S-ORDERS(4/26)PASSED(4/26)<37-0>HNRC(4/28)

SCR 25 Waterbottom Inventory McPherson
INTRODUCED(3Z30)SNRC(3/30)CMTE/HEAR(4/15)FAV(4/19)S-ORDERS(4Z20) 
PASSED(4Z20)<38-0>

SCR 30 Triploid Grass Carp Migration Smith

INTRODUCED(3Z30)SNRC(3Z30)CMTEZHEAR(4Z6)FAV(4/7)S-ORDERS(4/13)
PASSED(4/13)<36-0>HNRC(4Z15)

SCR 75 Coastal Forests Gautreaux, N.
INTRODUCED(4/22)SNRC(4Z22)CMTEZHEAR(4/29)FAV-A(4/29)
S-ORDERS(5/3)PASSED(5/3)<37-0>PASSED(5/4)

SCR 77 Gulf of Mexico Access Channel Priority Romero
INTRODUCED(4Z26)PASSED(4Z27)<34-0>HTHPWC(4/28)

SCR 90 Triploid Grass Carp Migration Smith
INTRODUCED(4/29)PASSED(4Z29)<36-0>H-ORDERS(5Z3)HNRC(5Z3)

SCR 91 Saline Lake Draw Down Smith
INTRODUCED(4Z29)PASSED(4Z29)<34-0>H-ORDERS(5Z3)HNRC(5/3)

SCR 92 latt Lake Draw Down Smith
INTRODUCED(4/29)PASSED(4Z29)<35-0>H-ORDERS(5/3)HNRC(5Z3)

SR 16 Dumping Shrimp in Domestic MarketZUS Commerce Boasso
INTRODUCED(3/31)SNRC(3Z31)FLOOR-AMD(4Z13)PASSED(4Z13)<36-0>
ENROLLED(4/14)

SR 17 Louisiana Shrimper Funding Romero
INTRODUCED(4Z5)SNRC(4/5)CMTE/HEAR(4/15)FAV(4Z19)S-ORDERS(4Z20)
PASSED(4Z20)ENROLLED(4/21)ENROLLED(4Z21)

SR 49 Alligator Snapping Turtle Hunting Barham
INTRODUCED(4Z29)PASSED(4Z29)ENROLLED(4Z30)

“ “  HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE HEARINGS 
POSTED - 05-04-2004

WEDNESDAY-5Z5/04

House Administration of Criminal Justice 
9:30 A.M. RM. 6

HB 206 Futrell 
HB 297 Lambert 

+0 HB 357 Martiny 
HB 549 Baldone 
HB 557 Beard 
HB 586 Romero, Errol 
HB 741 La Fleur 
HB 803 Beard 
HB 872 Martiny 
HB 901 Baldone 
HB 917 Baldone 
HB 918 Baldone 
HB 931 Baldone

DWI- Criminal Penalties 
Criminal PenaltiesZRepeat DWI Offenders 
Implied Consent Law on Waterways 

DWI Penalties
Criminalizes Human Cloning 

Vehicular Homicide Penalties 
DWI Penalties/Third, Fourth Etc. Offenses 
Criminalizes Human Cloning 
Alcohol Possession Under 18 Years of Age 
Ignition Interlock Device/DWI Conviction 
DWIZIgnition Interlock Devices 
DWI Bail Condition/Ignition Interlock Device 
DWIZIgnition Devices



SB 679 Chaisson DWI Penalties-Subsequent Offenses

House Agriculture 
At Adj. Rm. 3 

HCR 48 Strain 
HCR 113 Baldone 

* HCR 137 Odinet 
HB 681 Carter, K

Oppose Central America Free Trade Agreement 
Free Trade Agreements-Sugar Production 

California Agricultural Commodities 
Crime of Cockfighting

House Education 
9:30 A.M. RM. 1 

HB 665 White 
HB 509 White 

* HB 565 Farrar 
HB 566 Farrar 
HB 302 Smith, G 
HB 16 Doerge 
HB 289 Futrell 
HB 1503 Scalise 
HB 257 Crane

Const.Amend/Central Community School System 
EBR Central Community School Board 
Rapides Pr/16th Section School Land Lease 
Rapides Parish School Board Land Exchange 

Distinguished Educators Program 
TOPS Award Changes For First-Time Freshmen 

TOPS Opportunity Award Qualifications 
Specified Scores for TOPS - Home Study Groups 
LA Student Financial Assistance Commission

HB 1498 Crane 
HB 887 Bruneau

High School Science Curriculum-TOPS 
Const. Amend ./Single Board for Education

HR 20 Cazayoux School Menus-Healthy Eating Habits
HB 1562 Powell, Mike Teachers/Sick Leave Limits/Aid to Students

House and Governmental Affairs
9:30 A.M. RM. 2 

HB 287 Downs 
HB 496 Triche 

+0 HB 608 Smith, JD 
HB 802 Carter, K 
HB 806 Carter, K

School Board Employment/Members' Kin 
Board of Ethics Membership Reduction

Repeals Ban on Exploiting of Natural Resources 
Ethics Code/Clerks of Court-Nonpublic Service 
Ethics/Port of New Orleans Bd.--Recusal

HB 807 Murray 
HB 1020 Gallot 
HCR 38 Wright 
HB 1640 Smith, JD

Ethics/Bd. of Commerce & Industry-Recusal 
Ethics Code Exception/Physicians 
Ethics/Post-Employment Restricts on Lobbying 

Ethics Exception/Municipalities 5000 or Less

House Health and Welfare
9:30 A.M. RM. 5 

HB 69 Ansardi 
HB 1019 Durand 
HB 1217 Durand 
HB 1324 Broome 
HB 1402 Walker 
HB 1612 DeWitt 
HB 1627 Marchand

Representation of Children/Certain Proceedings 
SAMHSA/DHH Drug Testing Guidelines 
Pediatric Day Health Care Facilities 
Flexible Funding Act of 2004/Medicaid 

Drug Return/Exchange/Redispensing 
Adult Abuse & Neglect/Protection Agencies 

DHH/Lead Poisoning-High Risk Areas

House Insurance 
9:00 A.M. RM. 3 

HB 448 Hebert 
HB 522 Hebert 
HB 712 Murray 
HB 755 Tucker 
HB 797 Tucker 
HB 986 Hebert

Continuity of Care Under Health Insurance Cov. 
Policyholder Determines Life Ins. Benefit Pay 
Liability Insurance Info./Claimant Affidavit 
Vehicle Insurance-Military Personnel 
Military Discount on Auto Liab Ins 
Health Insurance Coverage-Newborn Children



HB 996 Faucheux 
HB 1182 Dove 
HB 1361 Johns 
HB 1415 Johns 
HB 1511 Johns 
HB 1514 Carter, K 
HB 1591 Tucker 
HB 1671 Carter, K 
HB 1685 Gray

Insurance/Third Party Administrators 
LA. Law/Surplus Line Insurance Provisions 
Financial Institutions/Sale of Insurance 
Insurance-Conditions for Cancellation, Etc. 
La.Citizens Property Ins. Corp/Debt Payment 
Insurance/Commercial Property & Casualty 
Automobile Insurance Ratings 
Disadvantaged Enterprise Banks/Insurers 

Resident Drivers Exclusion/Automobile Policy

House Labor and Industrial Relations 
At Adj. RM. 5

HB 191 Faucheux Workers' Comp. Cases/Claim Denial Grounds
HB 324 Richmond Provides With Respect to Equal Pay
HB 326 Faucheux Calculation of Overtime Payment Requirement
HB 781 Hunter Wkrs Comp/Necessary Allegation in Petition
HB 821 Hunter Employers/Workers' Comp. Illegalities/Penalty
HB 1054 Richmond Wage Discrimination of Employees' Gender/Race
HB 1174 Richmond Prohibits Denial of Employment/Convicted Felon
HB 1673 Jefferson Unemployment Funds/Dislocated Workers

House Natural Resources
9:30 A.M. RM. 4
* HB 267 Faucheux
* HB 378 Baldone

+0 HB 607 Smith, JD
* HB 788 Pierre
*HB 1516 Baldone
* HB 1525 Lambert 
HB 1555 Walsworth 
HB 1560 Crowe 
HB 1564 Salter

* HB 1573 Baldone
* HB 1621 Odinet 

HB 1623 Hopkins 
HCR 80 Pierre

* HCR 115 Odinet
* HCR 146 Townsend

House Retirement
At Adj. RM. 4 

HB 963 Wright 
HB 1084 Pinac 
HB 1161 Tucker 
HB 1214 Schneider 
HB 1271 DeWitt

Property Exchange/St. John & Dept, of Wildlife 
Payments for Wetlands Compensatory Mitigation 

Life Preserver Wearing/Recreational Motorboats 
Info for Issuing Coastal Use Permits 

Stationary Shrimp Net Placement 
Coastal Use Permit Issuance-Prerequisites 
Ouachita Parish Property Transfer 

St. Tammany Land Transfer 
Red River Pr. State Property Transfer 

Pen-Raised Mallard Taking 
Prohibits Killing Zoo/Circus Animals 
Coal Seam Natural Gas Production Units 

Coastal Wetlands Plan - 2004-2005 
Oyster Task Force Info-Salinity Regimes 

Saline Lake Aquatic Weeds

Elected Officials/Retirement Benefits-Forfeit 
Assessor's Retirement-Failure to Remit Taxes 
State Emp. Retirement/Contribution Plan 
State Retirement-Optional Retirement Plan 

Legislative Employees/Retirement Contributions

THURSDAY - 5/6/04

House Administration of Criminal Justice 
9:30 A.M. RM. 6



HB 362 Martiny 
HB 588 Wooton 
HB 719 Hunter 
HB 779 Waddell 
HB 951 Dove 
HB 1105 Wooton 
HB 1440 Scalise 
HB 1441 Wright 
HB 1462 Dartez 
HB 1471 Farrar 
HB 1481 Ansardi 
HB 1491 Tucker 
HB 1527 St. Germain 
HB 1626 Shepherd 
HB 1683 Winston

Receipt for Fees Paid in Defendant's Surrender 
Video Poker Suitability Investigations 

Phone Usage Policies/Correctional Facility 
Truck Stop Restaurants/Video Poker 

Bail Bond Amounts
Video Poker-Misdemeanor Convictions 

Prisoners-Cable TV & Weight Training 
Central LA Juvenile Detention Authority 
Child Support-Nonpayment 
Escape of Inmates-Notification 
Felony Offense Arrest/Pretrial Drug Test 
Penalties/Disturbing Peace on School Property 

Truancy & Assessment Service Centers 
Bans Publicly Wearing Pants Below Waist 

Crime/Water Transport From St. Tammany Parish

House and Governmental Affairs 
9:00 A.M. RM. 2

HB 796 Toomy Const. Am/Limits Increase on Local Schools
HB 94 Bruneau Exemptions on State Contracts w/Legislators
HB 95 Bruneau Prohibits Legislators from Educational Service
HB 382 Guillory, E. Board of Ethics Info to Candidates 
HB 799 Lancaster Removes Exception to Ethics/Muni, Parochial 
HB 1215 LaFleur State Retirement System-Contract Disclosure
HB 1436 Bruneau Ethics Code-Agency for Public Servants
HB 1229 Murray State Gov't. Employment Discrimination

House Health and Welfare 
9:30 A.M. RM. 5 

HCR 102 Faucheux 
HB 1057 Daniel 
HB 1264 Daniel 
HB 1435 Jackson, M 
HB 1585 Baylor 
HB 1627 Marchand 
SB 193 Bajoie

Adult Residential Care Minimum Standards 
State Board of Examiners of Pscyh. Records 
Med. Rees. Subpoena/Physical Therapy Examiners 

Nurses Continuing Education-Hepatitis C 
Defines Food Service Establishment 

DHH/Lead Poisoning-High Risk Areas 
Child Mental Health Services Pilot Program

House Insurance 
9:00 A.M. RM. 3 

HB 345 Hebert 
HB 349 Hebert 
HB 399 Johns 
HB 425 Hebert 
HB 523 Hebert 
HB 761 Hebert 
HB 923 Hebert 
HB 1053 Hebert 
HB 1107 Hebert 
HB 1142 Townsend

Termination Date for Annuity Interest Rate 
Homeowner’s Insurance/Payment of Claims 
Medical Necessity Review Organization 
Disqualify Insurance License/Criminal Record 
Insurance Agents/Licensing; Continuing Educ. 
Insurance Producers-Licensure 
Health Insurance/Medical Reviews 
Domestic Insurers/Securities in Brokerage Firm 
Insurer Mortgage Loan Pool 

Liability Insurance/Third Party Settlements

House Municipal and Parochial Affairs 
At Adj. RM. 6

HB 441 Gallot Parish Sheriff Report Exemptions
HB 550 Dorsey Sewerage Service Overcharging-Penalties
HB 950 Gallot Claiborne Parish Watershed District



HB 953 McVea W.Feliciana Pr. Gas Dist.1/Bd. Membership
HB 960 Farrar Rapides Parish/Cigarette Papers Sales Tax
HB 1082 Burns Local Planning Commissions
HB 1109 Powell, Tank Sewerage District Powers
HB 1127 Burrell McNeill Street Pumping Station Museum
HB 1153 Faucheux Hotel-Motel Tax/Multi-Parish Tourist Districts
HB 1313 McDonald City of Bastrop Special District
HB 1432 Thompson 
HB 1454 Kenney 
HB 1647 Faucheux

Local Depositing Authorities-Exemptions 
Municipal Welcoming Center-Legislator's Name 
Garyville Timbermill Museum Ownership

HCR 148 Burrell Urban Reengineering Study

THURSDAY-5/13/04

House Judiciary 
9:00 A.M. RM. 1

HCR 86 Dorsey 
HCR 96 Smith, G 
HB 23 Faucheux

Serial Killer Investigations
One Nation Under God
Alcohol Permit Issuance Provisions

HB 34 Faucheux Restrictions on Alcoholic Beverage Permit
‘ HB 44 Lambert Witness Fee of Off-Duty Law Enforcement
HB 52 Faucheux St. James Liquor Prohibition Exemption
HB 161 Faucheux Fee Provision for Marriage Ceremony
HB 187 Durand Criminal Commercial Surety Bond Fee
HB 199 Cazayoux 
HB 208 Gallot

Fees in Port Allen/Indigent Defense Fund 
Marshal of City Court Office Fees/Ruston

HB 338 Pinac Distilled Spirits-Metric Standards of Fill
HB 394 Murray 
HB 810 Bruneau

N O. Municipal Ct/Violation Fine Increase 
Attorney General's Salary

HB 972 Walker Marksville/Bunkie City Courts-Jurisdiction Amt
HB 1065 Walsworth Dept, of Veterans Affairs-Certain Facilities
HB 1377 Hebert Bail Bond Fees-Early Intervention Program
HB 1535 Crowe Alcohol Abuse/Toil-Free Hotline
HB 1568 Townsend Courts/Additional Costs-Criminal Cases
HB 1608 Marchand Costs-Criminal District Courts

**** End of Report *"*

“ ** SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE HEARINGS 
POSTED - 05-04-2004

WEDNESDAY-5/5/04

Senate Commerce
10:00 A.M. RM. E
SB 431 Jones Funeral Home Management Requirements



SB 857 Ullo 
HB 312 Pinac

Alarm Industry/Locksmith Licensing Standards 
Doc. Fee/Non Real-Estate Consumer Loans

HB 317 Pinac 
HB 329 Pinac

Appraisal of Immovable Property Procedure 
Obsolete Provisions/Inheritance Taxes

HB 401 Flavin 
HB 704 Bruneau 
HB 764 Bruneau

Warranty Reduction/New Home Warranty Act 
Funeral Establishments/Refrigeration 
Board of Embalmers-Fees

HB 1167 Pinac 
HB 1397 Pinac

Membership/Tourism Development Comm. 
Office Of Tourism/Program Requirements

Senate Health and Welfare
9:00 A.M. BRFG. RM. 

SB 189 Cheek Potable Water Identification Procedures
SB 235 McPherson 
SB 249 Bajoie 
SB 275 Nevers 
SB 411 Bajoie 
SB 645 Hines 
SB 647 Dardenne 
SB 649 Boissiere 
SB 656 Hainkel 
SB 662 Dardenne 
SB 814 Schedler

LA Emergency Response Network 
Fed Regulation/LA Adopted Subsidy Laws 
LSU Hospital Health Care Service Reductions 

Licensing of Child-Placing Agencies 
Controlled Substances/Updated Definitions 

Carisprodol/Schedule IV Controlled Substance 
Hospital Patient Safety Reporting 
Hospital Payor Rights 

Hydrocodone
Substance Abuse/Addiction

SB 821 Bajoie LA. Diabetes Initiatives Council
SB 865 Schedler 
HB 1072 Murray 
HB 1285 Jefferson 
HB 1363 Martiny

Hospital Service Dists./lndustry Competition 
Empower People Program 
DHH/Additional Testing For Newborns 

Youth Services Planning Boards

Senate Insurance 
10:00 A.M. RM. A-B 
SB 334 Hainkel 
SB 369 Nevers

Health Plans/Mandate-Free Coverage 
State Contracts-Bidders-Health Insurance

SB 836 Cain Insurers/Domestic Violence Abuse Victims
HB 398 Johns Defines "Delivered'VNotice of Cancellation
HB 423 Morrish 
HB 517 Johns

Dates and Requirements for FAIR & Coastal Plan 
Insurance/Coastal Plan and Fair Plan

HB 752 Morrish 
HB 1051 Farrar 
HB 1052 Farrar

Farmowners Multiperil Insurance 
LIGA Claims/Asbestos Exposure 
LIGA/Covered Insurance Claims/Net Worth

Senate and Governmental Affairs
9:30 A.M. RM. F 
SCR 6 Schedler 
SB 11 Theunissen

Recreates Task Force for Economic Development 
Establishes LA Commission on Civic Ed.

SB 22 Mount 
SB 23 Mount 
SB 184 Fields 
SB 203 Fields 
SB 231 Schedler 
SB 260 Hollis 
SB 279 Boissiere 
SB 362 Holden 
SB 373 Hollis

Official Proceedings Gov't Entity Time Limit 
LA. State Racing Commission Membership 
Register to Vote & Cast Ballots on Election 
Closed Primary Elections/Unaffiliated Voters 

Ballot Language on Const. Amend. 
Polling-Filing of Information 

Consecutive Term Limit/Orleans Parish Judges 
Bids-Preference for Employing in Louisiana 

Public Contracts-Out of State Vendor
SB 469 Dardenne Qualifying to Election Time Increase



SB 537 Irons Office of State Museum/Contract Approval
* SB 636 McPherson Wildlife & Fisheries Commission/Oyster Leases

SB 730 Dupre 
SB 795 Boissiere

Public Records/Payments to Post-Secondary Sch 
NOCCA Salaries-Ethics Code Exception

SB 802 Mount Ethics-Gaming Relationships-Public Official
HB 530 Lancaster Campaign Finance/Contributor Names
HB 1015 Lancaster Governor Campaign Contribution Acceptance
HB 1126 Murray 
HB 1246 LaFleur

Campaign Finance/Contribution Reporting 
Exec. Branch Lobbyists/Expenditure Disclosure

THURSDAY - 5/6/04

Senate Transportation 
9:30 A.M. RM. E

SB 29 Chaisson Motorcycle/Safety Helmet Requirement
* SB 520 Ellington 

SB 526 Heitmeier
Used Motor Vehicle/Marine Product Dealers Act 
Hot Air Balloon Take Off/Landing Requirements

SB 765 Adley 
SB 811 Smith

Left Lane Violations
DOTD/Contracts & Procurement by Agencies

SB 823 McPherson Overweight Permit Law Expansion/Fuels
SB 831 Ellington 
SB 841 Ellington 
SB 852 Chaisson

DOTD/State Property Sale to Town of Winnsboro 
DOTD to Use Design-Build Method 

Driving Privileges
HB 79 Hotter Bicycle Paths/Walkways/Levees-St.Bernard Par.
HB 107 Hutter Nominations for Membership/Port of New Orleans
HB 139 Hutter Disabled Veterans Mobility Hang Tags
HCR 52 Johns Rename US 90-Calcasieu Par/Blue Star Memorial

**** End of Report ’***
*"* HOUSE ORDER OF BUSINESS "  ' 

WEDNESDAY-5/5/04 
2:00 P.M.

SB'S TO BE REFERRED

SB 3 McPherson No State Funds for Public Official Advertise.
SB 27 McPherson Legislative Review of Public Land Revenues
SB 39 McPherson Legislative Approval/Coop. Endeavor Agreement
SB 46 Theunissen Electric Personal Mobility Device Use

SB 370 Lentini Medical Malpractice-Attorney Member
SB 581 Schedler Eviction Notice Noncompliance-Penalties
SB 609 Bajoie 
SB 616 Chaisson

DSS/Written Form For Child Abuse Reporting 
Video Poker/Truck Stop Fuel Sales Averages

SB 628 Bajoie 
SB 633 Kostelka

Child Abuse Immunity Laws 
Nonpayment of Child Support/Criminalize

SB 638 Bajoie Child Abuse Mandatory Reporting Procedures

HB’S REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

HB 75 Ansardi Frivolous Lawsuit Court Costs 
HB 303 Carter, R Disposal Facilities/St. Helena Parish



HB 613 Hebert Intentional Violation/Child Visitation Orders
HB 622 Hebert Penalties for Violations/Children Visitation
HB 623 Jefferson 
HB 658 Jefferson 
HB 694 Arnold 
HB 728 Bruneau

Identity Theft Protection
Const.Amd./Ad Valorem Tax Levied By Sch. Bds. 

Municipal Tax Exemption/Motor Vehicles 
Const.Amend/Dates Elections Are Held

HB 789 Futrell 
HB 991 Futrell 
HB 1078 Murray 
HB 1130 Daniel

Special Container Permits/LADOTD 
Commercial Vehicle Driving Record Violations 

Traffic Violations-Photographic Equipment 
Statewide Ad Valorem Tax Database/lntemet

HB 1131 Daniel Marine Motor Vehicle Dealers/Restrictions
HB 1146 Hudson 
HB 1283 Bowler 
HB 1309 Shepherd

Krotz Springs Port Commission/Appointments 
Uniform Computer Information Transactions Act 

State Contracts/Refund Provision
HB 1469 Martiny 
HB 1475 Walsworth

Drivers' Licenses-Prelicensing Training 
Public Works Act-Definition of Claimant

HB 1492 Hopkins 
HB 1495 Badon 
HB 1506 Hunter

Party Notification/LA. Towing and Storing Act 
Immovable Property/Notice of Seizure 
Counsel of Record Withdrawal

HB 1509 Gray 
HB 1518 Carter, R 
HB 1519 Carter, R

Gift Certificates-Expiration or Fees 
Attorney Fee Award 
Civil Trials/Bond For Costs

HB 1637 Strain Used Motor Vehicles-Black Market Dealers
HB 1699 Ansardi Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act-Sub. HB 614

NCR'S ON FINAL PASSAGE

HCR 59 Winston 
HCR 97 Townsend 

* HCR 128 Winston 
HCR 90 Townsend 
HCR 99 Hutter

Task Force on Legal Rep. in Child Protection 
Workers' Comp. Insurers-Hazardous Industries 

No Wrong Door Plan Continuation 
Uniform Criminal Record Expungement Procedure 

Armstrong Airport-Employee Residence

MB'S ON FINAL PASSAGE

HB 50 Crowe 
HB 109 Baudoin 
HB 377 Damico 
HB 777 Hammett

Speed Limit Increase On 1-10 
Safety Helmet/Motorcycle Riders/Operators 
Motor Vehicle Emissions Inspections Fees 
Const. Am/Add Local Tax to Gas, Other Fuels

HB 811 Hammett 
HB 1125 Damico 
HB 1144 Tucker 
HB 1520 Futrell 
HB 1540 Kenney 
HB 1547 Bowler 
HB 1576 Burns

Environment/Reporting Exceptions-Transporters 
Potable/NonPotable Water-Distribution Equip. 

Fraudulent Transfers By Debtors 
License Plate Issuance/Veterans & Military 

Names Ouachita River Bridge at Columbia 
Application of Conflict of Laws 
Inheritance/Estate Taxes

HB 1697 Faucheux JP Courts Jurisdiction-Sub. HB 153
HB 1698 Hunter Workers Comp. 2nd Injury-Sub. HB 847

SB’S ON FINAL PASSAGE

SB 341 Chaisson Definition of "Open Container" Prohibition 
* SB 726 Hollis La. Economic Development Council Membership 

SB 467 Fontenot LA. Environmental Quality Act Enforcement 
SB 65 Fields Illegitimate Children Terminology



SB 303 Holden Revenue Sharing Fund Dist.-East Baton Rouge
SB 342 Chaisson Gaming Specifications/No Minimum Wager
SB 503 Heitmeier Div. of Admin/Auctions; Electronic Technology
SB 504 Heitmeier State/Fiscal Oversight-Program Evaluation
SB 505 Heitmeier Millennium Trust Earnings
SB 506 Heitmeier Support Education in Louisiana First Fund
SB 508 Heitmeier Tobacco Settlement Financing Corp/Meeting Req.
SB 509 Heitmeier Div. of Admin/Employee Electronic Payments
SB 524 Heitmeier State Planning Office Corrections
SB 629 Ullo Master Plan Goals/Board of Regents
SB 400 Marionneaux Lottery Bd. Membership-Oil Marketers 
SB 42 Nevers Use of State-Owned Labels/LA Dairy Products 

* SB 161 Gautreaux, B. LA. Aquatic Chelonian Research/Promotion Board

MB'S RETURNED TO CALENDAR-NOTICE GIVEN

HB 1118 Badon Local Office of Information Technology
HB 420 Walker Licensing/Install & Service Heat, Air, HVACR
HB 1399 Salter Landscape Irrigation Contractors Licensing
HB 111 Smith, JD 
HB 578 Baldone

Speed Limit Reduction/Hwy. 90 
Crime Victims-Prescriptive Period

HB 664 Hutter Const.Amend./Postsecondary Ed. Courses 
HB 717 Montgomery Const. Amend./Classified Service Employees 
HB 123 Pitre Jan 2005 Constitutional Convention
HB 292 Dorsey 
HB 591 Hopkins 
HB 992 Crane

Diets of Inmates
Video Poker/Truck Stop Licenses-Moratorium 

Postsecondary Ed./Academic Excellence Fee
HB 1024 Montgomery Classified Service Employees/Endorsements 
HB 580 Dorsey Comm, on Violent Crime Against Women
HB 1442 Hunter Legislators' Salaries
HB 397 Hebert Small Business Fee Deferment Program
HB 1474 Dove Technical Community College Tuition
HB 1674 Frith La. Quality Jobs Program/Small Employers
HB 621 Shepherd 
HB 654 Pierre

Child Support
Hazardous Liquid Pipeline Program-Fees

HB 993 Crane Postsecondary Ed./Resident Student Fees
HB 134 Bruce Child Testimony Provisions
HB 281 Murray 
HB 344 Hebert

Casino Support Services Contract 
Health Insurance/LaChoice Pilot Program

HB 1218 Hebert Health Care Providers-Third Party Collection
HB 1549 Heaton Prohibitions on Campaign Cont./Gaming Ind.
HB 1695 Murray 

* HB 77 Hutter
Relocation of a Child-Sub. HB 1085 

Witness Fee Increase/Law Enforcement Officers
HB 353 Toomy 
HB 356 Martiny 
HB 984 Pinac

Provides For Member Leaving Partnership 
Crime-Play Certain Gaming Devices if Under 21 
Assessors Retirement/Actuarial Equivalencies

HB 1009 Pinac State Treasurer/Delinquent Tax Revenue
HB 1010 Schneider Police Retirement/Member Benefits

HB 1062 Salter LSU Health Sciences Center/Tuition & Fees

HB 1184 Cazayoux 
HB 1188 Pinac

Fire/Police Civil Service Bd./lnvestigations 
Federal Tax Qualifications Provisions

HB'S TO BE REFERRED-RETURNED TO CALENDAR

HB 253 Bruneau Excess Federal Itemized Deductions



HB 464 Beard 
HB 801 Farrar 
HB 1002 Daniel 
HB 1114 Beard 
HB 1314 Waddell 
HB 1339 Schneider 
HB 1389 Futrell 
HB 1632 Powell, Mike

Deductibility of Excess Federal Item Deduction 
Insurers/Net Direct Written Premiums-Amount 
Downtown Historic Structures/Tax Credit 
Motion Picture Tax Credit 
Tax CrediVManufacturer Steam or Natural Gas 
Federal Itemized Deductions 

Extension of Tax Reductions - 2007
Federal Itemized Deductions/lnd. Income Tax

SB'S TO BE REFERRED-RETURNED TO CALENDAR

SB 198 Smith 
SB 213 Ellington 
SB 258 Jones 

* SB 340 Chaisson 
SB 486 Cravins 
SB 674 Hines

Petroleum Products-Weights and Measures 
Labeling of Food Products-Louisiana Trademarks 
Marshal/Constable of City Ct-District Office 

Bayou Trepagnier/Environ. Remediation Activity 
DPS/Youth Services Creation 

Physician Assistants-Prescribing Drugs

HB'S ON FINAL PASSAGE-RETURNED TO CALENDAR

• HB 115 Pitre
HB 129 Ansardi
HB 156 Toomy
HB 174 Fannin
HB 230 Pierre
HB 264 Martiny
HB 336 Quezaire
HB 368 Ansardi
HB 369 Ansardi
HB 411 Toomy
HB 412 Toomy
HB 430 Murray
HB 436 Walsworth
HB 474 Durand
HB 479 Lancaster
HB 486 McDonald
HB 507 Murray
HB 528 Futrell

+0 HB 604 Frith
+0 HB 682 Townsend

HB 692 Baldone
HB 697 Damico
HB 709 Martiny

* HB 736 LaFleur
HB 839 Damico
HB 842 Johns
HB 916 Cazayoux
HB 974 Arnold
HB 1055 Durand 
HB 1063 Smith, JD 
HB 1098 Walker 
HB 1117 Hammett 
HB 1286 Murray 

* HB 1320 Pinac 
HB 1443 Salter

Lafourche Game Commission/Lake Long 
Partial Cancellation of a Judgment 
Employment Benefit Fee Fund Balance 

Allow Jackson Par. to Add Sales & Use Tax 
Independence of Indigent Defender Boards 
Age of Gaming Employees 
Suspends Drivers License for Nonpayment of Tax 

Filiation of Children
Notarize Ex Officio Doc. by Clerk of Court 
Compensation of Judges 
Judicial Salaries
Campaign Contribution Reg./Gaming Prohibitions 

Board of Ethics Leg. Fundraiser Notifications 
Cause for Action/LA St. Bd. Medical Examiners 
Requirements for Candidates for Sheriff 
Education Savings Accounts Revision 

Orleans Parish Trash Dumping Penalties 
Open Container Law-Motor Vehicle Passengers 

Charter Boat Guide Licensees/Survey Info.
Issuance/Harvest Records for Deer/Turkey 

Terrebonne Economic Development District 
Sale of Tires for Recycling Fees 

Video Poker/Game Specification Changes 
Wildlife Enforcement/Class One Violations 
Environmental Quality Act/Enforcement Actions 

Establishment of Paternity 
Fire Employees Rights 

Orleans Pr./Algiers Park Commission 
Hospice License/Moratorium 
St. Mary Parish Property Transfer 

Notice of Seizure or Garnishee 
Tax Liabilities Installment Agreements 

Fees Imposed By State Plumbing Board 
LA. Economic Development Council D
Statewide Elected Officials Salaries



HB 1592 Carter, K Insurance Policies/Technical Changes 
HB 1642 Damico Jefferson Parish Council/Occupancy Tax

SB'S ON FINAL PASSAGE RETURNED TO CALENDAR

SB 102 Chaisson Supreme Court Funds-Employment Benefits

** End of Orders "*
SENATE ORDER OF BUSINESS 
WEDNESDAY - 5/5/04 

1:30 P.M.

SB'S TO BE REFERRED-RETURNED TO CALENDAR

SB 1 Cain 
SB 19 Smith 
SB 585 Irons 
SB 604 Schedler 
SB 610 Michot 
SB 620 Cain 
SB 714 Michot 
SB 751 Gautreaux, 
SB 766 Gautreaux, 
SB 779 Barham

Tax Deductions for Federal Itemized Deductions 
Tax Exclusion/Agricultural & Forestry Equip. 
Taxes/Federal-State Dependency Deductions 

Property Tax/Deduction-Bank Stock Valuation 
Vision 2020 Business/Unused Operating Loss 
Income Tax Reduction 
Waste Tire Mgmt Fund/Fees Collected 

B. Franchise Tax Exclusion-Set Asides 
B. PSC-Fees

Dyed Fuels/Morehouse Parish - Tax Exempt

MB'S TO BE REFERRED

HB 27 Guillory, E.
HB 32 Martiny
HB 59 Bruce
HB 66 Murray
HB 68 Wooton
HB 102 Montgomery
HB 176 Kenney
HB 181 Smith, G
HB 193 Salter
HB 207 Hill C
HB 212 Bowler
HB 271 St. Germain
HB 335 Johns
HB 395 Alario
HB 445 Odinet
HB 508 Powell, Mike
HB 610 Daniel
HB 756 Kenney
HB 833 Hunter
HB 935 Schneider
HB 949 Fannin
HB 952 Frith
HB 962 Guillory, E.
HB 967 Flavin
HB 968 Fannin
HB 971 Bruce
HB 983 Schneider
HB 994 Martiny

Designates Gumbo as Official State Cuisine 
TOPS Core Curriculum Requirements 2007/2008. 
Accounting Funds of DeSoto Parish Library 
Funding/Fees/Orleans Parish Courthouse 
Ins. Premiums/Retired Plaquemine Sheriffs 

Insurance Premium Fund/Ret. Sheriffs/Bossier 
Allow Baskin to Levy Sales & Use Tax 
Retired Sheriff Insurance Premium Payment 

Public Notice/Used Fire/Emergency Equipment 
2ivil Jurisdictional Amt./Oak Dale City Courts 

Attorney Fees/Fire & Police Civil Service Bd.
Ad Valorem Tax Rate/Iberville Parks & Rec. 

Sulphur City Court/Jurisdictional Amount 
State Property Transfer/Jefferson Parish 
Justice of Peace Authority to Arrest Teachers 

Shreveport City Court Jurisdictional Amount 
Sewerage/Water Service-Shutting Off Water 

Caldwell Library Board of Control 
Unemployment Comp Benefits/Illegal Drug Use 

Retirement/Investment in Indexed Funds 
Municipal Employees Retirement Sys/Mayors 

Vermilion Hosp. Service Dist/Member Per Diem 
N. Lake Charles Economic Development District 

Lake Charles/Special Taxing District 
Jackson Parish Museum Board 
DeSoto Pr. Clerk of Court Branch Office 

Assessors Retirement/Withdrawn Contributions 
Unauthorized Cable T.V. Interception



HB 1037 Hunter
HB 1112 Pinac
HB 1160 Alario
HB 1200 LaFleur

HB 1265 Thompson
HB 1354 Pinac
HB 1356 Shepherd
HB 1409 Montgomery
HB 1419 Hammett
HB 1430 Bruneau
HB 1431 Lambert
HB 1438 Murray
HB 1487 McDonald
HB 1493 Smiley
HB 1501 Alario
HB 1512 Alario
HB 1618 Faucheux

Workers' Compensation Hearings 
Master Settlement Agreement-Procedures 
Municipalities/Assistant Police Chief 
State Retirement Budget/Review and Approval 

Louisiana Broadband Council 
Used Motor Vehicle/Marine Dealers 

Workers' Comp. Claim Payment/Medical Ins.
Retail Florists-Education Requirements 

Tax Commission Fees 
Home Inspectors-Civil Actions 
Bd. of Shorthand Reporters-Per Diem 

Workers' Comp.-Professional Athletes 
State Registrar Death Cert. Authorization 

Change Definition of "Boat Package"
Naming of Certain Parish Buildings 
Naming Of Parish Buildings

Insurance Licenses/Breach of Trust-Dishonesty

HB'S ON SECOND READING RETURNED TO CALENDAR

HB 884 Winston Child Abuse/Mandatory Reporters
HB 900 Winston Mandatory Reporting/Child Abuse
HB 1446 Smith, JR Nursing Facility Adm. Board-Property Purchase

SB'S REPORTED BY COMMITTEE

SB 60 Fields Payments to Wrongfully Incarcerated Persons
SB 66 Fields Majority Vote of Parole Mbrs. to Grant Parole
SB 130 Hainkel Insurance Premium Payment Requirement
SB 164 Gautreaux, N. Sexually Violent Predators/Unlawful Locations
SB 166 Hainkel Const. Amend./Defense of Marriage Act
SB 169 Irons Counsel/Child Protection Proceedings
SB 302 Hines Medical Rev. Panel Reports Made Non-Reportable
SB 470 Dardenne Firearm Possession
SB 527 Jones Board of Pardons Membership
SB 539 Irons Child Protection/Attorney Compensation System
SB 594 Bajoie DPS&C/Post-Release Facility Pilot Program
SB 746 Gautreaux, N. Abbeville & Kaplan City Courts
SB 778 Barham Oversight Requirements - Joint Budget Committe
SB 792 Dardenne LASERS/New Member Survivor Benefit Change
SB 805 Adley Federal Earned Income tax Credit-Seizures
SB 816 Duplessis Education/Skill Attainment-Parole Eligibility
SB 829 Theunissen LA. Employee Retirement System Membership
SB 835 Boissiere State Retirement/Consultant Disclosures
SB 861 Gautreaux, N. Child Support Nonpayment/License Suspension

HB'S REPORTED BY COMMITTEE

HB 41 Dove Parish Prisoners Work for Tax-exempt Org.
HB 838 Damico Environmental Quality Act/Penalty Increases 
HB 1011 Johns First Refusal Options/Rights - Property

RECONSIDERATION

SB 114 Jones Term Limit Repeal-Const. Amend.



SB 366 Hines Amusement Rides Law-Penalties

SPECIAL ORDER

SB 150 Jones Ouachita ParishA/ideo Draw Poker Devices
HB 1276 Montgomery DPS&CA'outh Services Unit

SB'S RETURNED WITH AMENDMENTS

SB 24 Theunissen Names Monkey Island Ferry Dr. MLK, Jr. Ferry 
SB 500 Lentini Garnishments/Notice of Seizure Requirement

SCR'S REPORTED BY COMMITTEE

SCR 66 Ellington Boeuf River Bank Cherokees Recognition

SB'S ON FINAL PASSAGE

SB 4 IMcPherson
SB 13 Theunissen
SB 45 Smith
SB 141 Cain
SB 152 Marionneaux
SB 194 Fontenot
SB 196 Smith
SB 220 Dardenne
SB 224 Malone
SB 289 Boissiere
SB 346 Chaisson
SB 356 Cheek
SB 432 Jones
SB 494 Schedler
SB 576 Marionneaux
SB 641 Malone
SB 739 Fields
SB 749 Cain
SB 756 Jones
SB 757 Jones
SB 758 Jones
SB 761 Schedler
SB 772 Malone
SB 789 Malone
SB 794 Michot
SB 800 Mount
SB 801 Romero
SB 864 McPherson
SB 101 Chaisson
SB 121 Jones
SB 468 Fontenot
SB 561 Fontenot
SB 830 Mount

Prohibits "Design Build" for Public Contracts 
Notice of Construction/Wireless Communication 

Saline Lake/Triploid Grass Carp Placement 
Calcasieu Parish Hotel/Motel Tax

Special Weight Permits/Sugarcane Vehicles 
Const.Amend/Central Community School System 

Log Trucks/Over-Axle Weight Fine Amount 
Early Childhood Education/NP4 Program 

TOPS/Apply First to Room & Board, Tuition Last 
Public Works-Notice Over Contract Limits 
South Louisiana Port Commission 

Shreveport/Sales & Use Taxes 
Workers' Comp. Awards/Atty. Fees-20%

Flounder Harvesting/Multi-Pronged Barbed Gigs 
Muni. Fire/Police Civil Svc Appeals/Atty Fees 

Scholarships/Disabled Firefighters 
EBR Parish Riverboat Boarding Fees 
Vernon Parish Hotel Tax Distribution 
Madison Pr. Hospital Svc. Dist. Per Diem 
City of Monroe - Adjudicated Property 
City of Monroe - Levy/Collect Sales/Use Tax 
St. Tammany Hospital Dist. No. 2-Committee 
School Auditorium-Named for Teacher 
Natural Gas Storage Leases/Defines "Reservoir" 

Sales & Use Tax Levy By Municipalities 
Home Improvement Contractors-Building Permits 
Local Tax Renewal-Constitutional Limits 

Waterworks Districts/Powers & Duties 
Court of Appeal Judges-Expense Allowance 

Election Commissioners Compensation Increase 
Brownsfields Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund 
Election Commissioners/Work Schedules 

Public Housing Law/Mixed Finance Projects

SB'S ON FINAL PASSAGE-SUBJECT TO CALL

SB 47 Ullo Origin Notification/Restaurants Serving Shrimp



SB 107 Gautreaux, N. Prescription-Action on Money Lent-5 Years

SB 139 Schedler Parole Hearings-Crimes Against Police Officers
SB 144 Ellington 
SB 171 Dupre 
SB 175 Michot

Law Enforcement Executive Management Institute 
Tax Commission Membership 
Licensing Installers of Heat, AC, Refrig.

SB 182 Lentini Testaments/Forced Heirship, Surviving Spouse
SB 228 Fields Arbitrator Fees/Appeal of Opinion
SB 244 Gautreaux, B. LA Crawfish Promotion/Research Bd Membership

SB 247 Fontenot LA Strawberry Marketing Board
SB 259 Irons Health & Vending Machines in Schools
SB 271 Dupre 
SB 277 Ullo

Pharmacists Annual License Renewals 
Creates Crime of Vehicular Manslaughter

SB 288 Schedler St. Tammany Tourist & Convention Funds
SB 322 Nevers Homestead Exemption-Elder Residences-Con. Amd,

* SB 348 Smith LA. Agricultural Product Promotion/Development
SB 357 Cheek Video Draw Poker Establishments/Advertising
SB 358 Bajoie 
SB 381 Lentini

New Orleans Blighted Property-Expropriation 
Medical Malpractice-Ambulance Trainees

SB 410 Bajoie 
SB 416 Michot

N.O/'Quick Take" Property for Capital Project 
HVACR Contractor Registration

SB 491 Cravins Youth Service Planning Boards
SB 502 Heitmeier Provision of Seeding Funds
SB 507 Heitmeier Office of Risk Mgmt/Yearly Cost Comparison
SB 558 Dupre 
SB 562 Fontenot

Lafourche Parish/Property Acquisition 
Water Treatment System Installers/License

SB 570 Chaisson Evidence/Prior Inconsistent Statements
SB 618 Barham Dyed Diesel Fuel Defined as Motor Fuel
SB 631 Jones Medical Case Managers
SB 654 Bajoie FITAP Benefit Eligibility
SB 685 Jones Parole-Vote Requirement
SB 713 Marionneaux Workers Comp Ins/Employer Immunity Exception
SB 745 Nevers Local Planning Commissions-Permissive
SB 754 Hines Psychologists-Prescribing Drugs
SB 768 Hollis Notice of Repossession
SB 820 Marionneaux LA. Gaming Control Bd. Hearing Office Decision 

* SB 869 Jones Appointed Members to Boards-Sub. SB 736

HCR'S ON FINAL PASSAGE

HCR 46 Lambert DOTD/Interstate Interchange Along 1-10
HCR 55 Faucheux DOTD Study/Traffic Roundabouts-lntersections

HB'S ON FINAL PASSAGE

HB 65 Hill Fine Increase/Disposal of Animal Carcass
HB 585 Hopkins Video Poker Establishments-Advertising

* HB 154 Martiny 
HB 355 Martiny 

+0 HB 599 Smith, G

Fraud Portrayal of Law Officer 
Forfeiture of Good Time in Sentencing 

Environmental Activities/Bayou Trepagnier
HB 711 Broome Payable Benefits/Reimbursement-Social Workers
HB 203 Frith State Property/DHH to Vermillion Police Jury
HB 327 Durand State Land Transfer/St. Martin Parish
HB 637 Quezaire Sabine Parish State Property Transfer-to DOTD
HB 657 Quezaire DOTD-Assumption Parish Property Transfer
HB 914 McVea State Property Exchange/W. Feliciana Parish



HB 944 Scalise Oswald-Dubea Arboretum/Jefferson Parish

HB'S ON FINAL PASSAGE SUBJECT TO CALL

HB 571 Powell, Tank LA. Strawberry Marketing Board

”  End of Orders **
- End of Report -



ARTICLE III

QUORUM - MINUTES

1. The attendance of four members at any meeting shall constitute 
a quorum for the transaction of all business.

2. Final minutes will be available to Commission members as soon 
as possible before the next regular meeting.

ARTICLE IV

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND APPOINTMENTS

1. Officers shall be elected annually at the regular meeting of 
the Commission in December January, at which the members shall 
elect, from among their own number, a chairman and a vice- 
chairman, to hold office for one year, or until their 
successors are elected, pursuant to Appendix A which is 
attached to, and shall comprise a part of, these By-Laws. The 
Board shall not be bound by any particular order of succession 
in the nomination of members for election to office.

2. In case a vacancy shall occur among the elected officers, due 
to death, resignation, or other cause, an election shall be 
held, at a regular or special meeting, to fill the vacant 
office for the unexpired portion of the term.

3. Within the terms of their respective appointments, any member 
elected as Vice-Chairman who shall have served in such office 
for one term, shall be eligible to succeed himself. Any 
member elected as Chairman who shall have served in such 
office for one term shall be ineligible to succeed himself in 
the year immediately following his service as Chairman.

ARTICLE V

DUTIES OF THE CHAIRMAN

The powers and duties of the chairman shall be:

1. To preside as chairman at all meetings of the Commission, with 
the right to vote on all questions.

2. To see that the laws of the State, pertaining to the purpose 
and functions of the Commission, the Ordinances of the
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